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To the RicuT HonovuRaBLs 


ARTHUR ONSLOW, Eſq; 
1 A E 
Of the Honevnanzz 5 


HOUSE of COMMONS. 


HE Subject of the following Sheets 
is an unhappy one: — The Con- 
troverſy between the Proprietaries and 


ſucceſſive Aſſemblies of Penſylvania— 
A Controverſy which has often imbarraſ- 


. ied, if not endangered the public Ser- | 


AS : © vice: 


| —— 
: 
| 

| 

= 

p 


* 


ir DEDICATION. 


vice :---A Controverſy which has been 
long depending, and which ſtill ſeems to 


be as tar from an Iflue as ever. 


Our Vieed Saviour reproaches the 5 


Phariſees with laying heavy Burdens on 
Men's Shoulders, which they themſelves 


would not ſtir with a ſingle F inger. 


| Our Proprietaries, Bin; have done the 
ſame; and for the Sake of the Com- 
monmealth, the Province has hitherto 
ſubmitted to the Impoſition.—Not, in- 
| deed, without the moſt ſtrenuous En- 
deavours to lay the Load equally, the 


fulleſt Manifeſtations of their Right 


to do fo, and the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations 
. the Violence put upon ms 2 


lata been moſt injuriouſl > Tf 
ene and traduced in print by the 
known Agents and D. 
Gentlemen their Fellow- Subjects, they 


at lift, Had theinſelves obliged to ct : 
F 


xendants of theſe | 7 


— 


1 2 


DEDICATION; v. 


fortly an hiſtorical State of their Caſe, 
and to make their Appeal. to the Table 
upon it. 


With the public Opinion in their Fa- 
vour, they may with the more Confi- 
dence lift up their Eyes to the Wiſdom 
of Parliament and the Majeſty of the 
Crown, from whence alone they can de- 
rive an effettual Remedy. EO 


To your Hands, gin, ha * are 

moſt humbly preſented, for Conſidera- 
tions ſo obvious, that they ſcarce need 
any ane 


| The Roman Noise did not PO | 
more in 'need of Patronage than ours: 
And ſuch Clients as we are would have 
preferred the Integrity of Cavs to HO 
Fortune of Con: | 


The Cauſe we . is in F ac. the | 
. Cauſe of all the Provinces in one: It is 
A3 8 the 


mn DEDICATION. | 


the Can" of every Britiſh Subject in ww: 


| every Part of the Britiſh Dominions.--- 


It is the Cauſe of every Man who de- 


5 ſerves to be free, every where. 


The Propriety, therefore, of addreſſ. 5 


ing theſe Papers to a Gentleman, who, 

for ſo many ſucceſſive Parliaments, with 
ſo much Honour to himſelf and Satiſ- 
faction to the Public, has been at the 
Head of the Commons of Great Britain, 


cannot be called i in queſtion. 


; You will Galle: SIR, 3 as you 
read the References of a provincial Aſ- 


| ſembly to the Rights and Claims of 
Parliament ; but, we humbl y conceive, 


it will be SOT ee the leaſt Mixture of 
Reſentment ;- thoſe Aſſemblies having 


nothing more in View than barely to 
eſtabliſh their Privileges on the moſt ra- 


tional and ſolid Baſis they could find, 


for the Security and Service of 1 
Conſtituents. 5 


And 


DEDICATION. es 


: Ale you are R Water 15 
not to think the worſe of this Addreſs, 
becauſe it has been made without youn 


Permiſſion or Privity. 


N by alla Leave to pay a Debt : 
Every Briton is your Debtor, Six: And 
all we have ſaid, or can ſay, is but a 
poor Compoſition for what we owe you. 


: | You have 3 as 8 2 ner | 
on the Chair you fill, as the Chair has 


G conferred on you. 


Probity 4 Dignity a are your Cha- 


2 racteriſtics. 


May that Seat always 4 55 the ſame 
Luſtre from the ſame Qualities | 


This at leaſt ought to be our Pity, 
whether it is Or not within our e 


For the Province of Penſylvania, as 

well as in my own private Capacity, 
have the Honour to be, with the moſt 

=} profound Reſpect, „„ 


— 


- , 
* 6 
* 
r 
0 : 
« 7 I . ; : 
4 ; | 
. * . 
* 
7 atm 
\ 
ol g ö ; | 
- 1 > ? 18 
— 3 * 2 d 
* * 2 A ; ; 
* — ] ; 
h 8 - 
4 
” ” : ; | | 
* 2 * ” ; ' f | | 
s 2 1 4 — * \ : 2 > * 0 * ” * 1 
* N y | 
| ; % - 4 * 
* = * 58 ; | | | 
* 5 | | | ; | | 
. : 55 | | 
< +: . = 
- 8 ; | 
o 
: x * * : 4 
* 
> F 4 y be 7 : 
” - : | : 
. N | . 
| - 
* * * 4 
[ : | 
. 5 : ; | | | 
| Q " a PETE” FFI p 9 | . 
4 | | : | 
| ; * "O's 
* , | | | 
. 1 f 
. 2 ; 4 
—_ O 
- 1 — * : 5 : ; 
* 
a : 7 
. 
| * 
| ; | | 
1 ; 
= 
| | J 5 = . ad F 
S. as — 0 5 ö | | 
9 5 n | - 
: * 
| - 
. | | 
; * 
7 f | | 
0 
* 
; , 
| « 
S.:< 0 
- 
# * B | : 
oy — 4 * 1 ? : 
A * . . * * 5 p ; 
- * * 3 a N ; 
2 4 | 
| 5 
5 8 
| * 
; * ” * * 
N ; 1 . 
* 
* 8 | 
: : 
— # 
s | 4 | | 
5 ; : * #þ * BE, 72 | | N 
_— - g | 
j l fo 4 N © . 1 * 7 bk ; : 
: -% . £ ; n he af * « — + \ 
j - - 4 1 8 | 1 
ö 1 4 N e 
i £75 4 
8 _ , n g | | 
= 8 = - 2 | | | 
: ; | | | ; N 4 * CO. ; — 
. 5 A . * 2 ; y 1 2 4 
'B bs | | HI * ; ; 5 | f 5 | f | 
4. 10 24 | | ; | | 
| | - — 
85 : ; ; = 
| 6 »” 
5 ; 
* | 
| L _— 4 
. 5 ba 
© 
| 4 
Oo ” 
=D : « a ? 
0 % . £ : ; 
g 1 s p „ : : 
a o gd | | 
5 1 : * a. 
* : , : | 
: % 
* o Be X : 
- : : 5 
£ | 
: \ 
P 4 
* * N 
* f : 
£ 4 
7 s N ; 
* U P 
f . 
: U 
* 2 | 
1 Z 
- * fe 8 2 
= * NA | 
w 2 . 1 = Ws fy 8 WW gf 
* 1 ; f 8 i 
* - 4 # N : 


=” 


CONTENTS 


NTRODUCTION. page t 


Lift of the Governors of Penſylvania, and Dates of the 
ſeveral Charters, &c. of that Province 8 
Abſtract of the Charter granted to William Penn 3 
Certain Conditions or Conceſſions of Mr. Penn to the firſt 

Adventurers in, and Settlers of, Penſylvania 3 372 
Mr. Penn's firſt Frame of Government Cons HY 
His Reſervation of Quit-Rents | | 14 


His ſecond Frame of Government 15 
The Province of Penſyluania and the Territory of the Thras 

Lower Counties, united by his Management 16 
Remonſtrance of a ſubſequent A againſt the ſaid Union 


| ibid. 
Motives of the Planters, affign'd by the ſaid Aſſembly, for 


accepting the ſecond Frame of Government 17 
Mr. Penn's Return to England, and Appointment of five Com- 
miſſioners to adminiſter the Government 3 


| © Diſorders which enſued during his Abſence © 19 
Capt. Blac#welPs Government | ibid, &c. 


The Government aſſumed into the Hands of the Crown in 


| 1693, and adminiſtered by Col. Fletcher, Governor of 
New-York © ; 26 
He declares the Conſtitution of Mr. Penn 8 Government, and 
that of their Majeſties, to be directly oppoſite each to — 
other 


He menaces the Aſſembiy with an Annexion of their ng 


vince to that of New-York 29 


Proteſtation againſt paſling of Bills, amended by the Gover- 
nor and Council, without the previous Aſſent of the Aſ- 
ſembly to thoſe Amendments ; ; and of Money Bills before 
Grievances have been redreſſed 209, 39 

| Remonſtrance to Mr. Penn concerning this Period 30 
| "8 he Governor admits the Principles of the Quakers, not 5 


carry Arms or levy Money to make War; and ſollicits a Sup- 


e the hungry and dert the nake Cindi) jy ET 
5 


— - ::: 


„ 


39 
An Aid of 3501. Sterling to the Crown refuſed on this Ac- 
: 7. 


Mr. Penn's Departure for E "gland ' . 
Andrew Hamiiton, Eſq; Deputy-Governor, in vain endea- 


CON T E N T 8. 
The Aſſembly inſiſt on their Right to appropriate, as well as 


to raiſe Mone 32 
The Government of William Markham, Eſq; "43 
A new Act of Settlement or Frame of Government 34 
The Government reſumed by Mr. Penn „5 


The Province purged from the Odium of favouring Pyrates | 


and carrying on an illicit Trade ibid, 
A new Model. of Elections agreed to 37 
The Aſſembly formed thereon diſſolved 38 
Another Aſſembly called upon another Model, to meet at 
Netocaſtle inſtead of Philadelphia. e 


Aids granted to the Proprietary-Governor in r for a 
Confirmation of Property 


count 
Mr. Penr's plauſible Speech to a new Aſfembly 1 
Three of the Requiſitions they made to him, with his An- 

ſwers and their Replies 40, 414 
42 


A Breach between the Province and the Territory 


The laſt Charter e y Privileges, which, under the Royal Char- 
ter, is now the Rule of Government” 43 
It is unanimouſly N by the Freemen of the Territory 
46 

ibid. 


vours to re- unite the Territory with the Province ibid. 


| John Evans, Eſq; ſucceeds Hamilton, and makes the like En- 


deavour, alſo in vain _ 47 
Controveriy between him and the Aſſembly, concerning the 
Bill to confirm the Charter 48 
Nine ſeveral Heads of Complaint entered in the Minutes of 
the Aſſembly, as the Ground of a Repreſentation to the 
Proprietary; being the Repreſentation ſeveral Times be- 
fore cited IIS 
The Remainder of that-Repreſentation ; 55 
A Copy of it demanded by the Governor and refuled by the 
Aſſembly 63 
The latter m ke a Merit of baving forborne to make their 


- Repreſentation public ibid. 


Tbe Governor obtains an Aſſembly to his Wim, by * 2 


Practices | 
Animoſities between Lloyd. Speaker of the Aſſembly, — 
Logan, Secretary to the Governor and Council! ibid. 


. Governor cenſures the F 8. Charter of 18 


%% - | * 
1 . | an ö 


CONTENTS. 


The Draughtſman's Defence of it | ibid. 
The Governor declares the Propriztary's high Reſentment of 
the Aſſembly's Repreſentation | 1-91 66 
The Aſſembly's Reply | ibid. 


The Governor refers to the Charter of Privileges as the _— 
Rule of Government 


The Aſſembly complain of Infractions made in it 7 
T heir aha to the Proprietary againſt the Governor 
ibid. 


Logan impeached by the Aſſembly, and ſereened by the Go - 


vernor 71 
An unanimous Vote of Thanks to the Viopwioury for recal- 


. ling Evans | ibid. 
General View of Grotin's Government 15 ibid. 
Aſſembly's Character of themſelves | 72 
A Proprietary Governor a wretched Thing „„ 
Artful Conduct of Governor Keith „„ + hb; 
Mr. Penn's Death 74 
The Province left in the Hands of W e 
Logan, one of thoſe Truſtees, obtains a ee in the 

Council againſt the Governor ibid. 
| Logan makes a Voyage to England, and returns with - private 

Inſtructions to Leb, which Keith communicates to the Af, 

 ſembly S jo 
The Governor and Aſſembly in Concert pay no Regard to 

the ſaid inſtructions I abid. 


A Controverſy in print, between the Governor and Legan 
_ = thereon ibid. 
A Breach between the Governor and the Speaker 1.24, 90 
The Province in a State of Tranquility for nine years under 
his Adminiftration | 
A pathetic Reflection on the melancholy Caſe of Governors 


recalled ibid. 


Penſjlvania eaſy to be governed if well governed 78 
Private Inſtructions from the Proprictary in two ſeveral. In- 
ſtances, declared void | 79, 80 


The Proprietary of Penſylvania too inconſide able here at 
home to be a Patron to the Province; and too unſizeably 
great there | M542 
The Proprietaries the ſole Purchaſers of Indian Lands — 
The People at the ſole Expence of Ind an Affairs: Trea- 
ties and Purchaſes Cencomitants 82 
The Quit Rents of Penſilvavia paid to the propriet- ry. firſt 
demanded and granted: to arm the —_ of Govern» 


"ENT 83 
| Not- | 


rem TY OT age IHR ALT NG 
* 


CONTENTS. 


—— 


Notwithſtanding which, the People now pay Taxes for that 
Purpoſe, 2od the Proprietaries inſiſt on holding their Eſ- 


- * tates Tax - free | 84 
Paper-Money firſt iſſued in Penſylvania | 18s 
Precautions taken to ſecure it from Depreciation 86 


Mr. Penn's 7 ruſtees averſe to the ſa'd Iſſue till a Proviſion 
was made at the Expence of the Province, to render his 
| Heirs Gainers by it x" 


Room left in the Conflitution of the Province for Self-De- 


fence, by Force of Arms, though the Uſe of Arms was 
not conſiſtent with the Principles of Quakers © . 90 
In Confequence of Complaints to Parliament of the Miſ- 
. chiefs ariſing from exceſſive Iſſues of Paper-Money, Ns 
. the Eaſtern Governments (that is to ſay, thoſe of 
England;) a general Inſtruction was ſent to all the Four 
nors of Ne-th- Ame, ica not to give their Aſſent to any far- 
ther Bills of that Nature, without a ſuſpending Clauſe, till 

dis Majeſl y's Pleaſure ſhould be known = 92 
The Aſſembly grants Money i in Aid of- the Expedition againſt 
- Carthavena. ibid. 


or inlifis idee upon that Occaſion; ; 


and the Aſſembly apply the Money they had given to in- 
- demnify the Maſters 155 93 
They give 3000 l. towards the Public Service, to be applied 


as his Majeſty ſhould direct ibid. 
Alſo another Sum of 4000 l. to furniſh Neceſſafes to the 
Troops in Loniſburgh . . 94 


And yet another Sum of 50001 towards the intended . | 


dition 2gainſt Canada in tbe Year 1746, by an Addition of 
the like Sum to their Paper Currency; and, notwithſtand- 
Ing the above Inſtruction, the Governor gave his Aﬀent 
to the Bill for that P poſe 95 
The Proprietaries of nia oppoſe the Bill brought 
Into Parliament for reſtraining the Northern Colonies from 
- iſſuing Paper-Bills of Credit, and make a Merit of it in 
the Province 96 


The Aſſembly call upon the Proprietyrica to bai to the 


+ Expence of Indian Affairs, which they decline 


85 5 
The Aſſembly's Repreſentation thereon tid, (and erlag in 


the Appendix) 
A Bill for increaſing the. Weise Paper- Currency in pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of the ene by an Addition of 
© 20,0001. thereto | 99 
Rejected by the Governor for dls RS: timed ibid. 


And ons or 5 the . „„ . | 
re of 


= 


CONTENTS. 


ö A Meſſage from the Governor ( Hamilion) preparing the 


Houſe to expect Incurſions from the French among the Ju- 
dans in Alliance with them, and requiring Aſſiſtance on 
their Behalf 100 

The Anſwer of the Proprietaries to the Repenlbnintion of the 
Aſſembly concerning the Expence of Indian Aﬀairs 101 
(and at Jarge in the Appendix.) 


The Aſſembly's Meflage ſent to the Governor, together with 


the Currency- Bill he had before rejected | 107 


Another Meſſage to him concerning Indian Affairs, and no- 


n Preſent of Condolance to the Twightwee Tribe 


109 
Governor s Meſſage, darling his Aſſent to the Currency- 


Bill, with. a ſuſpending Clauſe > IE 
Reſoffition of the Aſſembly not 60 peDept this Clauſe, with 
their Reaſons .. 55 


A Note of Regret that ſome n had not been 
found out at home, to prevent the Controverſy which was 


now on the Point of breaking out il. 
Remonſtrance of the Aſſembly againſt the ſaid Clauſe 11g 
The Governor's Meſſage of Adherence thereto 115 
The Aſſembly's Reply 5 116 


Their Reply to the Proprietary's Anke to the en 
dn Indian Expences 120, (and at length in the Appendix) 
Uranimous Reſolution of the Aſſembly concerning the Ne- 
deſſity of a Re- Emiſſion of their Paper-Currency 129 
Lord Helderneſfe's Letter and other Papers laid before them, 
together with a written een from the Governor there- 
n — 8830 


The Aſſembly $ Anſwer, accompanied with their Currency- 


Bill 


| 135 
er Governor rejects it; but offers to paſs : a Bill for triking | 
a farther Sum on a proper Fund for ſinking the ſame in a 


* years 1bid, 


| The Aſſembly prudently. avail eee of the Cautions in 


Lord Holderneſſes Letter concerning undoubted Limits, to - 
decline taking any Part in the Broil, till the Government 
of Vicginia, as firſt concerned, ſhould ſex the firſt: Exams 


ple 


; The Governor revives the old emen; , concerning the 


Paper-Money Inſtruction 137. 

ans in another Paper he had (undewhited Aſfarance, that 

Part of hig:Maieſty's Dominions within his Government, 
Was at that Time invaded, and n. . to arm 

7 the 3 ec. SR | r 
e SEE "Tie 


CONTENTS. 


The Aſſembly demur, and deſire a ſhort r 140 


The Governor not only perſiſts in his former Declaration, 
but maintains that the Caſe was the ſame, whether the 
Invaſion of the Enemy was made in Virginia or Penſyl- 
vania 141 


The Aſſembly adjourn to May 6. and are aſſembled by the 


Governor April 2, in order to lay before them certain Pa- 


pers from Governor. Dinwiddie; and demand a Supply _ 


ibid. 
Debates in the Aſſembly on the Quan: um, and anew Ad- 
journment 143 


Another Seſſion, and a Meſſage 5 the Governor, accom- 


panied with Intelligence, that the French were before the 
Fort built by the Virginians on the Ohio; with Diſpatches 
and a Propoſition from the Governors of Bo/ton and 1 N 
York, for an Union of the Colonies, cc. 144 
A joint Bill for granting an Aid of 10, ooo l. to the King and 
20,000 l. for replacing torn and ragged Bills, offered 7bid. 


Amendments propoſed by the. Governor id. 

Unanimouſly rejected by: the e and for what Rea- 
ſons 775 1 145 
The Governor's Reply ))) 147 

A Reflection thereon | 0 V 
Reſolutions. of the Aſſembly 7 | „ A040 
And Meflage to the Governor before their js a | 
153 


They are reconvened by ſpecial 3 on the Occaſion of _ 
Waſhington' s Defeat, and required to form chearful and vi- 
gorous Reſolutions for diſlodging the Enemy, in 8 
rence with Virginia 


The Frocerdlggs of the Commiſtioners at Away laid 15 — | 


them 155 


They prepare and rl Bill for fniking 3 5,000 has in Bills 
of Credit; 15,0001. for the King s Uſe, and the Reſt for 


replacing defective Bills _ - 156 
Which the Governor evades for Want of ſufficient fogos 
to paſs it SR 
Governor Merris's Arrival at Philadelphia and firſt Speech to 
a a new Aflemb] 70 | m_ 
The Aſſembly's Anſwer and Adjournment 


| 4 159 
Being aſſembied again, a Letter from Sir a Robinſon, 


- Secretary of State, is laid before them; and the Governor 
in his Speech requires them to raiſe and keep 157 a ange : 


able e of ee ag tel : p Thy 
4 


a BS 


CONTENTS. 


_ They preſent a Bill for raiſing 40, ooo l. on the former Plan; 


half of this Sum for the Publick Service; with a Meſſage, 
| expreſſing their Concern at a Paragraph in the Secretary 
of State's Letter, by which it appeared their Conduct had 
not been fairly repreſented at home 163 
The old Inftruftion, and an Opinion of the Attorney Gene- 
ral's, pleaded by the Governor in Bar of his Aſſent, unleſs 
the Money was raiſed on a Five Vears Fund 164 
A Letter from Sir Thomas Robinſon to the Governor of Pen- 
ſylvania, diſpatched at the ſame Time with others of ſimi- 


far Tendency to the other Governors of the Northern Co- 


lonies 5 5 . 166 
Which the Governor, in his Comment upon it, endeavours 
to narrow the Application of, to Penſyluania only 168 


A Meſſage from the Aſſembly fully demonſtrating that Pen- 
Hlvanis was not comprehended in the Inſtruction inſiſted 
upon; and that in Caſe it was, the preſent Emergence was 


one of thoſe, which, according to the very Letter of that 


Inſtruction, might be provided for notwithſtanding : Alſo | 
deſiring a Sight of the Inſtructions he himſelf had received 


i 


from his Principals 


169 


A ſecond Meſſage, in which they call upon the Governor 


to give his Aſſent to the Bill, as what would anſwer all 
the Purpoſes recommended to them in Sir Thomas Robin- 
- for's Letter RTE 8172 
The Governor's Reply, declining the Bill as before; be- 


cauſe the Supply might be otherwiſe raiſed, and evading 


the Communication of his Inſtructions ijhbid. 
The Aſſembly's Rejoinder, juſtifying the Requiſition they 
made of his Inſtructions; and intimating that an Appeal to 
the Crown was the only Method left them of being con- 
tinued in the Uſe and Benefit of their Birth-Right, and 
Charter Liberties e 3 2 2G 
The Governor queſtions their Right to have theſe Inſtructions 
laid before them, and endeavours to put them beſide their 
Point, by magnifying the Preparations of the French, &c. 


The Aſſembly orders the Papers which had paſſed between the 


Proprietaries and them to be printed, which till then they 
had avoided (Vide Appendix) | 7 ; 180 
Their unanimous Reſolutions concerning the Proprietary 
Inſtructions, in which they declare it as their Opinion, 
that the ſaid Inſtructions were the principal if not the ſole 
Obſtruction to their Bill: Alſo the moſt effential Points 

e ens he FE e „„ Ton- 


* UE Wore P fm — 


Two Meſſages from the Goverhor; eee De- 


6 
8 
ft 4 
N 
1 
t 
; 
L 
; 
f 
1 


CONTENTS. 


| contained in their Reply to the Governor's Oharge 3 
them 1382, &c. 


A Brief of the Governor's Sur-Rejoinder 1 1191 


193 


Some general Remarks 


The Aſſembly make their Appeal to the wrong ;nfores the 


Governor thereof, ſignify their Inclination to adjourn till A. 
May, and give his Inſtructions the Caup de Grace 195, &c. 


The Governor's expo ulatory Meſſage thereon 198 
He demands a Copy of their Minutes; they order him one 


when the printed Copies were fin ſhed, and adjourn ibid. 


Upon Bredaoct's Arrival in Virginia, they are reafſembled 


by ſpecial Summons: The Demands made by OO on . 
that Occaſion 


The Governor reprimands them for hating publiſhed. 88 


'Thomos Robinſon's Letter in their Minutes, and for not 
delivering him a Copy of thoſe Minutes fo ſoon as. * had 


required them 47 200 


The Aſſembly's Anſwer th 201 
Orders and Counter -· Orders to the Printer of theſe Mioutes 


203 


I 8 of General Shirley's to build a Fort 2oithis .the Limits 
of his Majeſty's Territories near Croum Point, to which 
the Aſſembly is required to contribute; and the other, no- 
tifying firſt the Arrival of Braddoch's Forces, and then the 
 ExpoStations entertained at he me, that the Colonies would 
raiſe an additional Number of Forces, furniſh Proviſions, 

Kc. all terminated with a Kind of Menace of the Reſent- 
ment of his Majeſty: and the nnen in Caſe of a Dil- 
appointment iti. 
Tiwenty five Thouſand Pounds granted to abe King's Vie, to 
tbe, raiſed by an Emiffion of Paper Bills to the ſame Amount, 
and to be ſunk by an Extenſion of the Exciſe for Ten 
Vears EEE |) + 
Refuſed-by the Governor, on the dd bounce of a ; contrary 
Inſtruction £21 47d 0 
A Proviſion demanded for the Expence X's an Indian Treaty 8 
A Memorial to the Aſſembly 8 Mr. Dwincys: A. dergl. 
ſioner from the Government of Ma aebyſtts- ex- 
preſſing both bis Concern, that the Governor could not 
be induced to paſs the ſaid Money-Bill, and his Acknow- 
ledgments of the Chearfubreſs — any by them in granting 
10, Oo. for victuallingithe Forces toibe employed in Nei. 
a a: ia; being Part of the Lewes ſo granted; and 
wing 


0 Oo N T E * TS. 
urg rye to find out ſome other Means of rendering 


their effectual 0 
The Amy reſolves to raiſe the ſaid Sum on the We 0 


the Province 
Another Paper of Acknowledgment from the faid Mr. Ding 
thid, 


| The Governor refuſes to return the faid Bill to the Aſſembly; OE 


informs them the French had fitted out fifteen Sail of the 


put the Province into a State of Defence, as the Enemy 
could not be ignorant how plentiful and defenceleſs i it was; 
yet adviſes a ſhort Adjournment _ 210 
The meet again, and a Squabble ariſing between them about 
a2 Bill metely Provincial, he revives the former Contra- 
verſy 8 212 
The Aﬀſembly* 3 bien Anſwer. to his captious "ATE 
| | 21 
A n thereon vo 5 — 24 
T bey are re · aſſembled . | 
A hardy Aſſertion concerning the N Act palſed 
by Gov-rnor Thomas, refuted by a Fat | 226 
An Acknowledgment from the Officers of the Regular Forces 
of certain Preſents made to them by the Aﬀembly ibid. 
The Governar's Meſſage to the Aﬀebly {aid to e founded 
on a Reprelentation of General B xt „ requiring them 
to enable him to furniſh the ſaid General with ago vo 


under proper Convoys, &c. &c. - 


The Aſſemb bly. defire to have the General- 's Later laid N | 
them, which the Governor declines, and thereby occaſions. 


a new Controverſy 228 


The Aſſembly ſen. up two other Bills; one of lo, ooo l. for 
exchanging old Bills; and one of 1 5,0001. for the King's | 


Ie, on the Model of that formerly paſſed by Governor 
Thomas, and confirmed at home by the Royal Authority, 
_ fince the Inſtruction ſo often cited Had been ſent to the faid 


| Governor 
Sych Amend ments offered to it by the things; as he PSY 
not but be pre-convinced, would not be allowed 233 
The Aſſembly adjourn, till September ; but are 11 cya 
voked in why, on Occaſion of Braddett's Defeat 23s 
The Governor's 
The Aſſembly vote 2 Aid of 50,0c0 | by a Tax on a ral 
and perſonal 


The Governor Skies a pompous Offer i in the Preprie an { 


to 


e of certain Lands We om" of the 2 Wia 


| Line with 6000 Land Forces, and calls upon them to 


; * 


* 4 * * W 1 
1 D ang 


The Aſſembly ſend up their 


WE 


2 . 
to ſuch military Adventurers as would fight for them; and 
calls upon the Aſſembly to afford ſome Aſſiſtanee to ſuch as 


ſhould accept the ſame . 237 
A Remonſtrance which certain Inhabitants of certain Places 
were induced to preſent to the Aſſembly >. 
The Addreſs of the Aſſembly to the Governor 239 


Their 50,050 l. Money-Bill returned, with an Amendment, i | 
by which the wHoLE Proprietary-E/tate was to be exempt- 
ed from the Tax = | | 


| =99 -.. 
The Meſſage of the Aſſembly to the Governor on that Oc- 


caſion, deſiring his Reaſons for that Exemption - ibid. 
The Governor's Reply, containing four curious Reaſons 240 

The Aſſembly's Rejoinder, refuting thoſe Reaſons 242 
Other Papers which paſſed between them at the ſame Criſis 
2 2 | 247, &c. 


The Reſidue of Braddochs Troops being recalled from the 


Frontier, notwithſtanding an Application of the Aſſembly 
to the Governor, requeſting their Continuance there, he 
calls upon the Houſe to provide for the Security of the Back 
Inhabitants „ : | 251 


A Remark thereon _ 252 


The Governor alarms and embarraſſes them with Petitions from 


certain Perſons requiring to be armed; Intelligence of In- 
dians actually ſet out, to fall upon their Frontier; Recom- 
mendations to provide by Law againſt exporting Proviſions 
to the Enemy, as a Requiſite to facilitate the Reduction 
of Louiſburgh ; and Demands of all Manner of Things for 
the Aſſiſtance of Col. Dunbar, who, by Orders from Ge- 
neral Shirley, was again to proceed towards Fort Duqueſne 


k 5 ; 2353 

A Propoſal from certain Gentlemen of Philadelphia to ſub- 
| ſcribe 5001. in Lieu of the Proprietary Proportion of the 
Tax in Queſtion, and upon a Preſumption that the Pro- 
prietaries would honourably reimburſe them 254. 
Bin to the Governor again, to- 

gether with the ſaid Propoſal, as containing by Implica- 
tion an Acknowledgment that the Tax was founded in 


©. Equity, and alſo a farther Security to the Governor, in 


Caſe he ſhould give his Aſſent to the Bil! 436 
Their Meſſage to the Governor, correcting his Manner of 
ſtating the Lauisburgh- Point, and obſerving, That all re- 
quired of them from New-England was to prolong the ex- 


cellent Laws they had already made ibid. 
Some ſeaſonable Remarks . 257 


Hy ©c ONTENTS. 
The Governor's verbal Anſwer to the Aſſembly's Meſſage 
concerning the . n to his Amendment 


: 258 

He contends for a Militia | ibid. 
The Aſſembly order 1000). if ſo much remained i in their Trea- 
ſury, to arm the Back Inhabitants | „ 


* ſignify their Purpoſe to . ; and refer the Affair 
of a Militia to a new Aſſembl 259 
ieir Proceedings at the next . The Governor de- 
mandas an additional Supply of Proviſion to be ſent to Al- 
1 at the Requiſition of Governor Phipps, for the Uſe 
of the Forces of Maſſachuſeti- Bay And another Supply 
for the Provincial Troops of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, 
| which he was informed. were raiſed in Addition to thoſe 
already employed in the Reduction of Crown-Point 261 


The Aſſembly apply for a Sight of Pbipp's Letter, which is 
refuſed 


| 262 
The old Controverſy: retewed 263 
A new one concerning the Roads opened at the Expence of 


the Province for the Convenience of the King's Forces, 


which is carried on with much Acrimony on oth Sides 


ilbid, &c. 


* a laſt Effort for the Publick Service the Aſſembly autho- 
_.. Tize by Vote a Loan, or voluntary Subſcription, of 10,0901. 
to be raiſed in a Fortnight, an refer the Lenders to, 2» 
next Aſſembly for Payment 273 
An Apology for "the Length of this Treatiſe 3 and 4 Brief 
State of t he Province at this Period 274 
The new Aſſembly, after a Seflion of four Das: ſuffered to 
a adjourn themſelves without proceeding to Buſineſs, for 
want of having the Intelligence then in the Governor's 
Hands in due Form imparted to them 3 
Bang reconvoked, the Governor informs them, that a Party 
of French and Indians had paſſed the Mountains, and were 


encamped within eighty Miles of the Capital, and, after a 


liberal Intermixture of Upbraidings and Self. Sufficiencles, 

demands a: Supply 3 ; premiſing, That it might be raiſed by 

an Emiſſion of any Sum in \ Paper provided F unds were 
found for ſinking it in Five Years, &c. 


W 277 
| A Reference to the only Act of Parliament extant, and that 


an ineffectual one, to preyent the O ppreſſions ptactiſed by 

p Provincial Lag on 7 | W 280 
etitions of various Kinds and from various ts, pre- 
8 ſented to the Afﬀembty J ts Pe 5 A. 
ad 8 The 


Wal 


" „ 
W 3” A , 
12 N . 
3 . IH 
WF Ez, < tus We N Fl 
> TRE. 


£ hy 3 \ iy 
* = 
e k Y a q 
IE” 8 3s. aun — 7 
4 n N £ 


— rr - 


| He communicates to the aMembly a Diſcuflion of In he 


CONTENTS. 


The Aſſembly reduce and rectify the Matter of Alarm com- 
muniĩcated by the Governor; and adviſe ſuch Meafures as 


might reclaim the Indians, Rc. 281 
A new Meſſage concerning the Depredations of the Indians 


«32 - 


Sixty Thouſand Pounds granted, to be ſtruck in Bills of Credit, 
which were to be ſunk by a Tax of Six-Pence in the Pound, 
and a Poll Tax of Ten Shillings a Head, yearly, for Four 


Years ; which the Govetnor refuſes, and talks of ren — 


off for the Back Counties | 
A new Meſſage reporting, That the Sufquchanna Indians ba | 


offered their Service to the Province, provided it was ac- 
cepted without Delay 285 


Two Meſſages from the Aſ:mbly to the Governot; the firſt 


concerning Peace with the Indians, and the Money -Bill; 
the other anAnſwer to his concerning W 
» &c. 
They ſend up a Bill for regulating the Indian Trade 291 
The famous Kentiſh Petition to the Houſe 'of Commons, in 
1701, out-done by the Mayor of Philadelphia, and One 
Hundred and Thirty three other Inconſiderates, in a De- 
mand on their Aſſembly to conſtitute 2 Militia ferthwith 


5 A petition of certain of the People called Quakers, pen 


able Meaſures ibid, 


Progreſs of the Controverſy concerning. -the Bill, which the 


overnor offers to paſs with a ſuſpending Clauſe | 2 20% 
Relolutions of the Aſſembly hereupon * 5 
Meſſage from the Governor concernin another Hula Mas 
ſacre, and demanding an immediate Supply, &c. © 296 
Another from the Aſſembly to him, Kren their Bill both 
in Matter and Manner ibid. | 


They ſend him up a Militia Bill | 299 
e Governar's Invective againſt their whole Condat ibid. 


He paſſes the Militia Bill, under a, ſpecifick Declaration that 
it was an improper one 0 


Affairs, as prepared by his Council ; calls upon them to 
provide for a Swarm of French baniſhed out of Nova Scotia; 
and figriifies that the Proprietaries had'ſent an Order upon 
their Receiver-General, for 5000 l. as a Free-Gift _ the 


Publi 


ibid. 
E ene from the M 1 7 5 of Philadelphia — 


8 5 | he 


* * 


0 ON TE N TS. 
The Aſſembly's Reply to the Governor's Iavective, which 


for the preſent they declined making uſe of = 
The Anſwer. they did make Uſe of 307 
your between the Speaker and twenty nine Petitioners, or 
er Preſeribers to the Aﬀembly | I 


Unanimous Reſolutions concerning the Right of granting 
' Supplies to the Crown; and a new Money-Bill, out of 
which the Proprietary Eftate was excepted, in Confidera- 

tion of the late Grant of 5oool. 
The Aſſembly's Meſſage to the Governor explaining the Uſe 
and prefling the Diſpatch of the Indian Fenn 313 
Tie Gavernor's evaſive Anſwer . 4 
= Meſhge defiring the Advice of the Houſe Fr 35 
he Aſſembly's Anſwer 
Their Meſfage relative to the Complaint of the Shewanee 


Indian 316 
Their Reſolution concerning the 8 Bill 377 
Allo concerning irregular aud improper Petitions 3¹8 
They adjourn ; and two Months after are re-alſembled by 
ſpeciat Summons | 15 


The Governor's — in Wt 
The Meſſage of the A ly i in Rogers » to the inlifling p. par 
chaſed Servants | 
General 8hirley's Letter of Acknowledgment for 2 Voluthary 
Preſent of Cloathing ſent by the Province to his Troops 
+ 
The ie Affembly remind the Goremor of the Indian Tride- 
Hera returns it with Amendments, as alſo their Bill for ente, 
ing the Excife 293826 


They adhere to their Bills and aſſign their Reaſons ibid. 


2 . goes to Nrwcaffle, ny the Aſſembly ad- 


ibid. 
: Sip Witham Jobnſat's Treaty with che Six Nations laid before 
them at their next Meeting | ibid. 


"The Governor appearing ftrongly inclined to inyolve che 
Province in a War with the Drlatoares and Shawaneſe, 
ſome of the People called Dunker petition for pacific 
© "Meaſures 327 
The Governor on the other Hand rm the Houſe with an 
"Account of a Number of People bes. * a 1 to 
make Demands upon Ae did. 


: # * 2 


* 
t 
% — 
» 


4 4... 


CONTENTS 
Their Equanimity on that Occaſion 327 
The Governor takes Advantage of this Incident to; declare 
War againſt the ſald two Indian Nations 328 
He alſo demands farther Supplies, and intimates, that certain 
Indians long ſubſiſted by the Province were retiring in 
„„ % !;- onions „ ibid. 

The Aſſembly's Anſwer 329 

The Return made by the Governor ibid. 
ng a Plan of mi- 


The Reſolutions of the Aſſembly concerni 
litary Operations communicated to them by the Governor 
They adjourn and are re-aſſembled * = 
The Governor's Meſſage to them from a Place called FEA - 
„ 0 * ibid. 
A Petition of the Aſſociation Companies in Philadelphia, 
concerning the Inſufficiency of the Militia-Law 332 
The Reply of the Aſſembly to the Governor's Meſſage, ac- 
companied with a Bill for prohibiting the Expottation of 
om Proviſions ; „ 2 5 5 ibid. 
Another Seſſion, and two other Meſſages from the Gover- 
| nor, who was {till poſted at Harris's- Ferry. 334 
A Money Bill ordered, but poſtponed. on. the Receipt of 
Intelligence from Sir Charles Hardy and Sir William Fohn- 
ien, that the Delawares and Shawaneſe were diſpoſed to 
renew their Alliance ) en NO 7. 
The Governor proclaims a Suſpenſion of Arms 336 
The Aſſembly's Meſſage to him; in which they again prefs 
him to paſs the Indian Trade-Bill: He promiſes to re- 
conſider it; and a ſecond Time calls upon them to make 


. ; ſome (additional) Proviſion for his Support ibid. 

| ach .[Fer 2 particular Account of the Nature of the Support 15 
vrt Salary of the Governors of Penſylvania. See the 
Aſenbiyÿs Meſſage in the Appendix, Page 401.] 


Six Members deſire Leave upon the - Adjournment to quit 
their Seats, and at the next Seſſion preſent a written Paper 
to the Houſe as a Teſtimonial thereof , 332 
Their Reſignation accepted, and new Writs iſſued 338 
The Governor's Meſſage notifying the Appointment of Lox 
k un to be Commander in Chief in America, as alſo 
- . the AQ of Parliament for raiſing a Regiment of Foreign- 
ers: Recommending particularly, that the Maſters of ſuch 
21 1 e | indented 
3 2 


2 


CONTENTS. 


indented Servants as ſhould engage in the Service might be 


indemnified ;—and that, as by the Expiration of an Act 


paſſed in the Lower Counties, the Penſylvanian Act lately 
paſſed, would expire alſo, they would prepare a proper 
Bill for continuing the Embargo, &c. 7 4 


The Aſſembly's Reply, in which they ſhew, the Governor 
had invalidated the Acts of all the other Colonies by the 


Law he had paſſed in the Lawer- Counties 340 
Their Meſſage concerning the Exciſe and Indian Trade 


Bills; and his Anſwer, that he could not recede from his 


Amendments becauſe of his Proprietary Inſtruction 341 
The Inſtruction itſelf. „ ibid. 
A Remark; and the Reſolution of the Houſe on the ſaid 
Inſtruction „ N 372 
An Act for emitting 4, oool. in Bills of Credit, on the Be- 
half of the Proprietaries, to ſupply ſo far the public Oc- 
caſions, till their Receiver- General ſhould be enabled by 


his Receipts to make good their Order | 344 


An Act for ſtriking and iſſuing the Sum of 40,0001. for the 
_ King's Uſe, ſent up to the Governor 2bid. 
His Meſſage concerning an Attack to be apprehended from 
the Indians about Harveſt-Time 345 
The Aﬀembly's Anſwer = 5 [ 
A Bill to permit the Exportation of Proviſions for the King's 


| ſervice, notwithſtanding the Act of Prohibition 346 


The Governor's evaſive Conduct with Relation _ 
| 5 5 . 
The Aſſembly apprize him, July 5, of their Intention to ad- 


Journ till Auguſt 2, and are told he has no Objection 347 
_ Notwithſtanding which, he re aſſembles them a Fortnight 


afterwards, in the Midſt of their Harveſt, under the Pre- 
tence of continuing the Prohibition Act ibid. 
Petition of the Merchants in Relation to the Embargo 348 
The Aſſembly's Anſwer to the Governor's Meſſage 349 
Another Meſſage to him concerning the Preamble to the 

4,000], Bill on Behalf of the Propriet:ries 352 
The Governor's Anſwer 1 e ibid. 


He ſends down another Preamble, which is not reliſned, 


refuſes to paſs the Exciſe-Bill, and expunges the Clauſe in 
the 40,0001. Bill for taxing the Proprietary Eſtate 353 
His Meſſage concerning Indian Affairs, and the Expence of 


conducting them 354 
The Aſſembly's Anſwer 7: - iS 


ibid. 


- —— ei — ene ens — 3 pw 


CFF 
. % Z»oàu§ nn ans rn mn TP rr Prone ro YT 90> — — 
— P 1 r 8 7 *% 


r 


— - — = 
Sand A OL ES EE TL es ity, A * e * 


— — — a 


— — * et $ — 
— : — obo) > . Th - EIN — — 
— - - — 2 — 5 1 — — E 
N * 


— —_— — — — — - 
— — —ñà Pee oo" ꝓꝓHũꝑůᷣͤ ee Fo 


88 
1 
1 
i 


prietary Inſtructions 805 
Certain of the ſaid InſtruQions communicated . 362 
A ſhort e upon them. [For Joo Remarks fee the 
Appendix, P. 423. RE, | 
A Meſſage to the — — | | . 37 ; 
The Governor's Anſwer 368 
A Bill prepared for ſtriking the Sum of $0,000 1. for the. 
King's Uſe, to be ſunk by an Exciſe 7 ibid, 
A Conference on the ſaid Bill 369 


CONTENTS. 


The Governor's Reply 356 
A parting — from General Skirly to _ N 5 
ibid. 


A new Seſſion, and the Governor's Meſlage thereon ibid. 


The Aſſembly's Anſwer 137 
Governor Morris is ſuperſeded by Governor Deny 358 
The new Governor complimented on his Arrival 359 


His firſt Speech a Continuation of the old Syſtem ibid. 
The Buſineſt of the Aſſembly at a Stand for a few Days 


260 
Their Addreſs; and Meſſage requeſting GL of his ig = 


The Aſſembly's Anſwer to the Governor's Objections 370 


The Governor's Meſſage, ſignifying, That he wouLD xo 
give his Aſſent to it 


3 375 
Reſolutions of the Aſſembly, (after a Proteſt againſt the In- 


firudtiens, and a Salve for their own Rights to prepare a 


new Bill | N 376 
A new Bill prepared and paſſed 377 
A brief Apology for the Conduct of the Aly on this 

ccafton | ibid. 
A Remonſtrance voted 78 


Concluſion; with a Teſtimonial of Sens dere Spry i in Be- 
half of the Aſſembly ibid. and 38 0 


An APPENDIX ; containing ſundry original Papers relative 


to the ſeveral Points in Controverſy between the Gover- 
nors and Aſſemblies of Penſyluania, vis. 


1. The Repreſentation of the Aſſembly to the "Bas oi 


ries, requeſting them to bear a proportionable Part of * 
381 


Expence. 
2. The Proprictaries Fu ; and Afembly' s Remarks 


thereon 383 
23 Meſſage form Governor Morris, containing his n 
ditional Arguments to _thew the Tue of T ms 


4+ 


$ £6, 1 . * 2 1 9 2 100 : 
23 Emmet —  ———— - FO ud 


£ . 
n a. 1 1 n 


Ct nant 


hand of af Wis wd wah 


CE bg. CONTENTS. 
the Proprietary Eſtate for its Defence, and in Support of the 


Reſtrictions he was under in that Refpet _ „ 106 
4. The Aſſembly's Anſiver thereto . - 3096 
5. The Governor's Reply 407 
6. The Aſſembly's Rejoinder | 4110 


[Note. In the abave four Meſſages, great Part of the Points 

in Diſpute between the Proprietaries and People of the Pro- 

vince are fully litigated ; and the Peruſal of them is neceſſary 

to thiſe who would have a thorough Knowledge of the Con- 
„ = 5 


7. The Speaker of the e, Aſſembly's Paper of 
Authorities relating to the Rights of the Commons over 
Money-Bills; and in Support of the 50, ooo I. Bill paſſed by 

the Aſſembly, ſo far as it relates to the Taxing the Proprie- 
tary Eſtate within that Province . 418 

« 8. Report of a Committee of Aſſembly on the Proprietary 
Inſiruftions relating to Money-Bills ; clearly demonſtrating, 
that though the Proprietaries would at length appear to he 

- willing to have their Eſtates taxed in common with other 
Eſtates, yet that were Laws paſſed purſuant to theſe Inſtruc- 
tions much the greateſt Part of their Eſtate would be ex- 
empted, and that the Sums neceſſary to be granted for his 
Majeſty's Service in that Province could not poſſibly be raiſed - 
thereby, &c. Ga —4 Paper of Importance. 423 

| on Mr Th Penn's Eſtimate of the Value of the Propri- 
etary Eſtate in Penhluania, upwards of twenty Years ago; 
with Remarks thereon, ſhewing its prodigious Increaſe ſince 
that Time, the Profits ariſing to the Housz or PENN from 
their Indian Purchaſes, and the huckſtering Manner in which 
they diſpoſe of Lands to the King's Subjects in that Province 

. OL | | 4.37 
10. A Specimen of the anonymous Abuſes continually 
publiſhed againſt the Inhabitants of Pen/ylvania, by the 
Proprietaries and their Agents, with Mr. V. Franklin's Re- 
futation thereof. | . 438 
11. Some Remarks on the Conduct of the laſt and pre- 
ſent Governor, with Regard to their employing the Pro- 
vincial Forces as Regulars, rather than as Rangers; and ſhew- 
ing the ſecret Reaſon why that Province is at preſent 
without a Militia- Lato, notwithſtanding the ſeveral Bills 
which have been lately paſſed by the Aſſembly for that 
Purpoſe, 440 
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12. Af Acecirit ef: Ke gums of "Morey paid by the 


| "ring for his Majeſty's Service, Ante the Commencement - 


of the preſent Troubles in America, $42 
13. An Extract of an original Letter from Mr. Secte- 
tary Logan, containing, among other Things, his Opinion 
of the Proprietary-Right to the Government of the three 
Delaware-Couitties ; ; and which ſerves to account for 
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2 0 e an inßaite Variety © 1 Purpoſes | 
5 + by a few plain Principles, is the Cha- 
| racteriſtic of Nature. As the Eye is 
affected, ſo is the Underſtanding: Objects at 
diſtance ſtrike us according to their Dimenſions, 
or the Quantity of Light thrown upon them; 
near, according to their Novelty or Familiarity; as 
they are in motion ofat reſt... Tis the ſame with 
Actions. A Rattle is all Motion; a Hero all 
Glare: While ſuch Images are: bathrs us, we can 
attend to nothing elſe. Solon and Lycurgus would 
make no Figure in the ſame Scene with the | 
- oP of Pruſſia ; and we are at preſent ſo loſt in 
the military Scramble on the Continent net us, 
in which it muſt be confeſs d we are deeply in- 
tereſted „that We. have ſcarce) Time to throw: a 
| Glance towards America, where we have alſo 
much at Stake, and wheres; if any Oy: our 
Account ruft he: mage vp-erlay iind 2] 1573 
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We love to Gong, more than 3 Tot to 
1 indolently amus d at our Leiſure; than to com- 
mit the ſmalleſt Treſpaſs on our Patience b 
winding a painful, tedious Maze, which would 
”y us in 1 but 8 | 3 


2 INTRODUCTION. 


conſequently ſo much farther — from th 


But then, AS | thers are frog Eyes which can 


- find nothing marvellous, but what is marvellouſly 


eat, ſo there are others which are equally dif- 
ſed to marvel at what is marvelloufly little: and 


who can derive as much Entertainment from 
their Microſcope in examining a Mite, as Dr. — © 
in aſcertaining the Geography of the Moon, or : 


meaſuring the Tail of a Comet. 


Let this ſerve as an Excuſe for the Anthor of 

theſe Sheets, if he needs any, for beſtowing 
them on the Tranſactions of a Colony, till of 
late hardly mentioned in our Annals; in Point of 


' Eſtabliſhment, one of the laſt upon the. Britiſp 


Lift, and in point of Rank one of the moſt ſub- 


ondlinate, as being not only ſubject, in-common 
with the reſt, to the Crown, but alſo to the Claims 


of a Proprietary, who thinks he does them Ha- 
aur enough in governing them by Depu 


Royal Bye; and: ſo much the more e epos d to 


the Ereſſt ure of elt. intereſted Infiruttions. 


Conſiderable, Homies as moſt of them for | 
Happineſs of: Situation, Fertility of Soil; Pro- 


duct of valuable Commodities, Number of: In 
| habitants, Shipping, Amount of Exportations, | 


Latitude of Rights and Privileges, and every o- 


ther Requiſite for the Being and Well-Being of 


Society, and more conſiderable than any of them 


all for the Celerity of its Growth, unaſſiſted by 


any human Help-but the Vigour : and Virtus 'of 


8 own rr een 
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A Father and his Family, the latter united by 
| Intereſt and Affection, the former to be rever'd 
for the Wiſdom of his Inſtitutions, and the in- 
dulgent Uſe of his Authority, was the Form it 
was at firſt preſented in. Thoſe who were only 
ambitious of Repoſe found it here; and as none 
return d with an evil Report of the Land; Num- 
bers follow'd: All partook of the Leven they 
found: The Community ſtil wore the fame 


equal Face: Nobody afpir'd : Nobody was op- 


preſs d: Induſtry was ſure of Profit, Knowledge 
of Eſteem, and Virtue of Veneration. 2879 


An aſſuming Land- Lord, ſtrongly diſpoſed to 
convert free Tenants into abject Vaſſals, and to 
reap what he did not ſow, countenanc d and abet- 

ted by a few deſperate and deſigning Dependants, 

on the one Side; and on the other, all who 

have Senſe enough to know their Rights, and 
Spirit enough to defend them, combin d as one 
Mi coo the faid Land-Lord, and his Eng 

croachments, is the Form it has ſince aſſum'd. 


And, ſurely, to a Nation born to Liberty like 
This, bound to leave it unimpair'd as They re- 
ceiv'd. it from their Fathers. in. Perpetuity to their 


Heirs, and intereſted in the Conſervation of it in 


every Appendix of the Britiſp Empire, the Par- 


7 7 


different, 


* — 


ticulars of ſuch a Conteſt cannot be wholly in- 


On the contrary, it is reaſonable totthink, the 


firſt Work ings of Power againſt Liberty, and the 


natural Efforts of unbiaſſed Men to ſecure them- 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 


ſelves againſt the firſt Approaches of Oppreſſion, 


muſt have a captivating Power over cog? Man of 
Z Senſibility and Diſcernment amongſt us. 


„Liberty, it Bent hive beſt ! in $i Woods. 


America beſt cultivates what Germany brought 


forth. And were it not for certain ugly Compa- 


riſons, hard to be ſuppreſs'd, the Pleaſure ariſing 
Tm ſuch a Reſearch would be without Alloy. 


{In the F Wi of Weder recorded by Mac bia- 


vel, we find more to, lament and leſs to raiſe. 


Scarce can we believe the firſt Citizens of the an- 
tient Republics had ſuch Pretenſions to Conſide- 
ration, tho ſo highly celebrated in antient Story. 


And as to ourſelves, we need no longer Have Re- 


courſe tothe late glorious Stand of the 1 5 
Parliaments to excite our Emulation. 3 


It is a uren Cuſtom among Farmers i3cllidge 
their Corn from Seaſon to Seaſon for the 57 . : 
of filling the Buſhel: And in caſe the Wiſdom 
of the Age ſhould condeſcend to make the like 
Experiment in another Shape, from hence we 
may learn, whither, to repair for the Proper 


i - 
. ; Fg - 7 : 
] 


Ik is not, nöwe var to be ea That fk | 
as have long been accuſtomed to conſider the Co- 


lonies, in general, as only ſo many Dependencies | 
on the Council-Board, the Board of Trade, and 


the Board of Dale or as a Hot-Bed for 
Cauſes, Jobbs, and other pecuniary Emoluments, 
aud as bound as effectually oF Inſtructions as by - 
Laws, . 


INTRODUCTION. 5 


Lows can be prevail'd upon to confider theſe 
Patriot-Ruſtics with any Degree of Reſpe&. 


; Deriſion, on the contrary, muſt be the Lot of 


him, who imagines it in the Power of the Pen, 
to ſet any Luſtre upon them; and Indignation 
theirs for dai ing to aſſert and maintain the In- 
dependency in woven in their Conſtitution, which 


5 now, it ſeems, is become an improper Ingredient, 


and therefore to be exciſed away. 


But how contemptibly ſoever theſe Gentlemen 


may talk of the Colonies, how cheap ſoever they 


may hold their Aſſemblies, or how inſignificant 
the Planters and Traders who compoſe them, 


Truth will be Truth, and Principle Principle 


notwithſtanding. 


: Courage, Wiſdom, 1 ntegrity and Honour are 


not to be meaſur'd by the Sphere aſſigned them 
to act in, but by the Trials they undergo, and 


the Vouchers they furniſh: And if ſo mani- 5 


feſted, need neither Robes, or Titles to ſet them 


- 1 __ % r — — _ 


: TAS 
A 11 5 of = 5 3 > Lancs KEE and 


Preſidents of Penſylvania, with the Times of their refe 
pective Adminiſtrations, &c. | | 


Vn. 8 Proprietor, acted as Govern. from 08. 1682 to Aug. a 
Thomas Llyd, Eig; Preſident, fiom Aug. 1684 to Dec. 1688 
Capt. John "Blackwell Dep. Govern. fromDec. 1688 to Feb. 1689-90 
Prefident and Council, from Feb. 1689-90 0 April 26, 1693 
Benjamin Flatcher, Eſq; Governor, from Ahr 26 io June 3, 1693 
Wm. Markham, Eſq; Dep. Govern. from Jun, 3, 1693 io Dec. 1699 
Mu. Penn, Eſqzacted again as Gov. from Dec. 3, 1699 to Now. 1,1708 | 
Azdrew Hamilton, Eſq; Dep. Gov. from Nov. 1, 101 to.. 1702-3 ' 
Prefdent and Council, from Feb. 1702. to Feb. 1703-4 
Jabs Evans, Eſq; Dep. Govern. from Feb. 1703-4 to Feb. 1708. 9 
Charles Geokin, Eſq; Dep. Gov. from March 17c8-y to 1717 
Sir Mus. Keith, Bart. Dep. Govern. from 1717 to June 1726 
Patrick Gordon, Eſq; Dep. Govern, from Jane 1726 to: 1750 
James Lagen, Elq; Preſident, from 173610 1738 
George Thomas, Eſq; Deputy-Govern. from 1738 © 1747 
Anthony Palmer, Eq: Preſident, from 1745 to 1748 
| James Hamilton, Eſq; Dep. Govern. from 1748 to 1754 
Rabert Hunter Morris, Eſq; Dep. Gov. fromO#. 1764 to Aug. 19,1756 
| Capt. Wm. Denny, the preſent Dep. Gov. from Aug. I 9,1756 8 


N [8] 7E, The Wea Cherter for Paß IVania was granted, 1 
1681 

The Kiag's Declaration or Prociamation of the ſaid Grant, aui 
2, 1681 

The Agreement between William Penn and certain Adventurer 
and Purchaſers, intitled, Certain Conditions or Conceſſions, &c. was 
signed in England, Fuly 11, 1681 

The firſt Frame of Government for the Province was made 1 in E * 
land, April 25, 1682 

The firſt Laus tor the Province were agreed upon in England, Ma 15 

, 1682 

Tre Duke of 7or#'s Deed for Per/ylvania was fign'd Aug. 21, 1682 

The Duke of York's Deed of Feoffment of Newcaſtle, and Twelve 
Miles Circle, to William Penn, Aug. 24, 1682 

The Duke of Yor#'s Deed of Feoffment of à Traft of Land 
Twelve Miles S:uth from Neww:afile to the Wherekills, to William 
Pam, Avg. 24, 1682 

The firſt {/ermbly held in the Province was at Cheſter, Dec. 4, 1682 

The A of Union, annexing the Delaware Counties to the Pro- 
vince; and the Act of Settlement, containing a new Frame of 
Government, were paſſed, Dec. 6, 1682 

Another Frame of Government was paſſed, April 2, 1683 

And another Frame of Government, Now. 7, 16 

The Charter of the City of Philadelphia paſſed, Oc. 25, 1701 

The Charter of Priviigcts for the Prowince, __ the . 
Frame of — 2 Oct. wo) 1701. 
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8 HE Conſtitution of Pen/ylvania is deriv d. 4 
8 firſt, from the Birthright of every Britiſh Sub- TH 
1 je; ſecondly, from the Royal Charter grant- i 
ed to William Penn by King Charles II. and thirdly, 
from the Charter of Privileges granted by the ſaid 
William Penn as Proprietary and Governor, in Vir- 
tue of the former, to the Freemen of the ſaid Pro- 
vince and Territories; being the laſt of four at ſever- - . 
al Periods iſſued by the fame Authority. . | 1 
The Birthright of every Britiſp Subject is, to hives 4 
a Property of his own, in his Eſtate, Perſon and Re- ' 
putation; ſubject only to Laws enacted by his own s 
Concurrence, either in Perſon or by his Repreſenta- 
tives : And which Birthright accompanies him where- 
ſoever he wanders or reſts; ſo long as he is within 
the Pale of the Briti/h Dominions, and is true to hi- 
Allegiance. 15 ne on 
The Royal Charter was granted to William Penn 
in the Beginning of the Year 1681.. A moſt alagm-  _ ñ]7ĩ1 
ing Period ! The Nation being in a ſtrong F 3 A 


: * 
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% An Hiſorial REVIEW, &e. 
and the Court forming an arbitrary Plan; which, un- 
der the Countenance of a ſmall ſtanding Army, they 
began the ſame Year to carry into Execution, by ca- 
jolling fome Corporations, and forcing others by 
Quo Warrantos to ſurrender their Carters: So that 
by the Abuſe of Law, the diſuſe of Parliaments, and 
the ierror of Power, the Kingdom became in Effect 
the Prey of Will and Pleaſure. 5 
The Charter: Governments of America had, before | 
this, afforded: a Place of Refuge to the perſecuted : 
and miſerable: And as if to enlarge the Field of Li- 
berty abroad, which had been ſo ſacrilegiouſly con- 
tracted at home, Penſyſoania even then was made a 
new Aſylum, where all who wiſh'd or defir'd to be 
free might be ſo for ever. 
The Baſis of the Grant expreſs'd in the Preamble 
was, the Merits and Services of Admiral Penn, and 
the commendable Peſire of his Son to enlarge the 
Britiſh Empire, to. promote ſuch uſeful Commodities 
as might be of Benefit to it, and to civilize the Sa- 
vage Inhabitants. | 
In the third Section; which bel mee the ſaid 
Milliam Penn the true and abſolute Proprietary of the 
ſaid Province, there is a Saving to the Crown, of the 
Faith and Allegiance of the ſaid William Penn, his 
eirs and Aſſigns, and of all other Proprietaries, 


- © enants and Inhabitants of the ſaid Province, as alſo 


of the Sovereignty. thereof. 
The foprth, profeſſing to repoſe ſpecial Truſt and | 
Confidence in the Fidelity, Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
provident Circumſpection of the ſaid Penn, grants to 
him and his Heirs, and to his and their | Deputies, 
free, full and abſolute; Power, for the good:and hap- 
T Government of the ſaid Country, to ordain, make, 
and enact, and under his or their Seals, to publiſh 
any Laws whatſoever, for the raiſing of Money for 
public Uſes. of the - ſaid Province, or for any other 

ad appertaining either unto the Public State, Peace 
or Safety of the ſaid Country, or unto the private U- 
e of f paryicuber ae Nee to 5 8 beſb 
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Write Prxy, 25 Governor. 


Diſcretion ; by. and with the, Advice, Aſſent, and Ap- | 


. probation of the Freemen of the ſaid Country, or the 


greater Part of them, or of their Delegates and De- 


© puries, to be aſſembled in ſuch Sort and Form, as to 


him. and them ſhall ſeem beſt, and as often. as Need, 5 


ſhall require. 
By the fifth, the ſaid William 172 7 is impowered 


and authoriſed to erect Courts of Judicature, appoint 


Judges and adminiſter Juſt:ce in all Forms, and carry 
all the Laws ſo made as above, into Execution, un 
der the Pains therein expreſſed; provided the ſaid 


Laws be conſonant to Reaſon, and not repugnant or 


contrary, but (as near as conveniently may be) agree- 


able, to the Laws and Statutes and Rights of Eng- 


land; with a ſaving to the Crown in caſe of Appeals: 
For this Reaſon doubtleſs, That in caſe any Act of 


Injuſtice or Oppreſſion was committed, the nt in. | 


Jur'd might be ſure of Redreſs. 


By the ſixth, which . preſumes, That in in the 5 


vernment of ſo great a Country, ſudden Accidents 
might happen, which would require a Remedy be- 
ſore the Freeholders or their Delegates could be afſems 


| bled to the making of Laws, the ſaid William Penn, 


and his Heirs, by themſelves or their Magiſtrates 


quely ordained, are impowered to make and conſti- 
tute fit and wholſome Ordinances, from Time ta 


Time, as well for the Preſervation of the Peace, as 
for the better Government of the Inhabitants, under 
the ſame Proviſo as that above, regarding the Laws, 
and ſo as that the ſaid Ordinances be not extended 
in any ſort to bind, change, or take away the Right or 


Intereſt of any Perſon or Perſons, for or in their 


Life, Members, F rechold, Goods or Chattels. 
And to the End, that neicher the ſaid Milliam Penn 


or his Heirs, or other the Planters, Owners or Inha- 
bitants of the ſaid Province, may by Miſconſtruction 


of the Power aforeſaid, through Inadvertency or De- 
ſign, depart from their Faith and Allegiance to the 
row, the ſeventh Section provides, That a Tranf- 


of of N of all * ſo made and pub- 
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 Hihed as aforeſaid, ſhall within five Years after the 
making thereof, be tranſmitted and delivered to the 
Privy Council for the Time being; and if declared 
by the King in Council, inconfiftent with the Sover- 
eignty or lawful Prerogative of the Crown, or con- 
trary to the Faith and Allegiance due to the legal 
Government of this Realm, ſhall be adjudged void. 
The faid William Penn is alſo obliged to have an 
Attorney or Agent to be his reſident Repreſentative 
ar ſome known Place in London, who is to be an- 
ſwerable to the Crown for any Miſdemeanor com- 
mitted, or wilful Default or Neglect, permitted by 
the ſaid Penn againſt the Laws of Trade and Navi- 
gation; and to defray the Damages in his Majeſty's 
Courts aſcertained; and in caſe of Failure, the Go- 
vernment to be reſum'd and retain'd till Payment has 
deen made, without any Prejudice however in any 
Reſpect to the Landholders or Inhabitants, who are 
not to be affected or moleſted thereby. 
- His Majeſty moreover covenants and grants to and 
with the ſaid William Penn, in the twentieth Section, 
for himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſfors, at no Time 
thereafter to impoſe or levy any Tax on the Inhabi- 
tants in any Shape, unleſs the Ko be with the Con- 
fent of the Proprietary or chief Governor, or Aſſem- 
Þly,, or by Act of Parliament in Engiand. | 
On Pain of his higheſt Diſpleaſure, he alſo com- 
mands all his Officers and Miniſters, that they do not 
etume at any Time to attempt any Thing to the 
c.ontrary of the Premiſes, or that they do in any Sort 
withftand the ſame: And, on the contrary, injoins . 
them, to be at all Times aiding and affiſting, as was 
fitting, to the faid William Penn and his Heirs, and 
unto the Inhabitants and Merchants of the Province 
aforefaid, their Servants, Minifters, Factors and Af- 
fiens, in the full Uſe and Fruition of the Benefit of 
the ſaid Charter. „ | | 
And in the laſt Place, a Proviſion is made, by the 
King's ſpecial Will, Ordinance and Command, that, + 
in caſe any Doubt or Queſtion ſhould ane per- 
Pan | EE chance 


4 


WILLIAM PENN, Eig. Governor. 12 
chance ariſe, concerning the true Senſe or Meaning 


of any Word, Clauſe, or Sentence contained therein, 


fuch Interpretation ſhould be made thereof and al- 
lawed in any of his Majeſty's Caurts, as ſhould be 
agjudged moſt advantageous and favourable to the 
ſaid William Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns 3 pro- 
vided always, That no [nterpretation be admitted 
thereof, by which the Allegiance due to the Crown, 
may ſuffer any Prejudice or Diminution. | 
The Whole canliſts of twenty three Sections; of 
which, it is preſumed, theſe are the moſt material. 
They are penned with all the Appearance of Candour 
and Simplicity imaginable ;z ſo that if Craft had any 
Thing to do with them, never was Craft better hid. 
As little is left as poſſible to future Inſtructions, and 
no where is there to be found the Shadow of a Pre- 


tence, That ſuch Inſtructians ſhould be Laus. All is 


equally agreeable to Law and Reaſon, the Claims of 
the Crown and the Rights of the Subject; nor, in- 


deed, would the Grant have been valid if it had been 


otherwiſe. The Words legal Government are Words 


of great Significancy. No Command of the King's 


is a legal Command, unleſs conſonant to Law, and 
authenticated by one of his Seals. The Forms of 
Office in ſuch Caſe providing, That nothing illegal 
ſhall be carried into Execution; and the Officer him- 
ſelf being reſponſible to the Laws in Caſe of yielding 
a criminal Obedience. | | 


It would therefore be a Waſte of Words to ſhew, 5 


That the Crown is limited in all Acts and Grants by 
the Fundamentals of the Conſtitution; and that, 


as it cannot alienate any one Limb or Joint of the 


State, ſo neither, on the other, can it eſtabliſh any 


Colony upon, or contract it within, a narrower Scale, 
than the Subject is intitled to by the great Charter of 


England. 


But if it is remarkable, That ſuch an fofirument | 


25 this ſnould be the Growth of an arbitrary Court, 
it 18 equally lo, That the King's Brother, James, 


Duke 
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Duke of York (afterwards the moſt unhappy of 
Kings) was at the Rebound, a Party in it: For it 
ſeems, the Right to all that Tract of Land now 
called the Territories of Pennſylvania, was, by a prior 
Grant, veſted in him; and, in Auguſt 1682, he 
aſſigned it by his Deeds 'of Feoffment to the ſaid Wil- 7 
liam Penn. 

It may alſo be inferred, That the faid William Penn 
had been as diligent in collecting a Number of pro- 
per Adventurers together, as in obtaining the neceſ- 
ſary Authorities from the Crown: For in the Interval 
between the Charter and the Grant he made Uſe of 
the proviſional Powers given him by the ſixth Sec- 
tion of the Former, to paſs his firſt Deed of Settle- 
ment under the Title of Certain Conditions, or 
Conceſſions, agreed upon by William Penn, Pro- 
- <* prietary and Governor of Pennßlvania, and thoſe 


* Who are the Adventurers and Purchaſers 1 in the ſame. . 


Province.“ | 
This, however, contains only Rules of lehr 
and of Trade with, and Treatment of, the Indians, 
&e. with the Addition of ſome general Injunctions for 
preſerving of Order and keeping the Peace, agreeable 
ba the Cuſtoms, Uſages and Laws of England. 

In the next Year following, Mr. Penn printed and 
publiſhed a Syſtem of Government under the follow- 
ang Title, to Wit, The Frame of the Government | 
of the Province of Pennſylvanis in America: to- 
4c gether with certain Laws agreed upon in England, 
ec by the Governor and divers Fre reemen ofthe afgre- 
* ſaid Province. To be farther explained and con- 
firmed there by the firſt Provincial Council, if they 
e ſee meet.” © 
At the Head of this Frame, or Syſtem, is a ſhort 
preliminary Diſcourſe, Part of which' ſerves to give | 
us a more lively Idea of Mr. Penn preaching in 
'Grace-Charch-Street, than we derive from Raphael's. 
Cartoon of Paul preaching at Athens: As a Man of 
Conſcience he ſets out; as a * of Reaſon he pro- 
FS 5 e , 
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ceeds ; 3 and as a Man of the World he offers the 
moſt plauſible Conditions to all, to the End that he 
might gain ſome. 

Two Paragraphs of this Diſcourſe, the People of 
Pennſylvania ought to have for ever before their Eyes: 
To wit, 1. Any Government is free to the People 
« (whatever be the Frame) where the Laws rule and 
the People are a Party to thoſe Laws: And more 

„than this is Tyranny, Oligarchy, or Confuſion.” 
2. © To ſupport Power in Reverence with the Peo- 
< ple, and to ſecure the People from the Abufe of 
Power, that they may be free by their juſt Obe- 
«© dience, and the Magiſtrates honourable for their juſt 
8 Adminiſtration, are the great Ends of all Govern- 

eee, 

* This Frame conſiſted of twenty- ſour Ae and 
ſavoured very ſtrongly of Harrington and his Oceana. 
Ia the Governor and Freemen of the Province, in 
the Form of a provincial Council always in being 
and yet always changing, and General Aſſembly, the 
Government was placed. By them conjunctively, all 
Laws were to be made, all Officers afp pointed, and 
all publick Affairs tranſacted. Seventy-two was the 
Number this Council was to conſiſt of: T hey were to 
be choſen by the F reemen; and, tho* the Governor 
or his Deputy was to be perx etual Prefident, he had 
but a treble Vote. One Third of them was, at the 
firſt, to be choſen for three Years, one Third for 
two Years, and one Third "for one Year; in ſuch 
Manner that there ſhould be an annual Succeſſion of 
twenty-four new Members, Sc. The General Aſſem- 
| bly was at firſt co conſiſt of all the Freemen, .after- 
wards of two hundred, and never was ro exceed five, 
- hundred, 

The 1 . upon in > Earlnt were in all 
forty; pa 92 political, artly moral, and partly ceCo-.. 
nomical. They are of the Nature of an original 
Compact between the Proprietary and the Free- 
men, and as e were ee received yl. 
executed. 1 V 
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But in the following Year the Scene of Action 
being ſhifted from the Mother Country to the Colony, 
the Deportment of the Legiſlator was fhifted too. 
Leſs of the Man of God now appeared, and more of 

the Man of the World. 8 | 
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To unite the Subtlety of the Serpent with the In- 
nocence of the Dove is not ſo eaſily done as ſaid. 
Having in this Inſtance experienced the Weight of 
his Credit and the Power of his Perſuaſion, he was. | 
no ſooner landed, than he formed a double Scheme 
for uniting the Province with the Territory, tho* it 
dses not appear he was properly authoriſed ſo to do, 
and to ſubſtitute another Frame of Government in 
Lieu of the Former, which having anſwered the 
great Purpoſe of Inducement here at Home; for col- 
lecting of Subjects, he was now inclined” to render 
ſomewhat more favorable. to. himſelf. in Point of 
Government. VV 
Of much Artifice we find him accuſed (by the 
Provincial Aſſembly of 1704, in a Repreſentation - 
addreſſed to himſelt) in the whole Courſe of this 
Proceeding : Whether juſtly or not let the World 
determine. 5 55 3 of. 5 . 
hey tell bim, for Example, in ſg many Words, 
« That we find by the Minutes of the Aſſembly and 
*© other. Papers, as well as living Witneſſes, That, 
<« ſoon after thy firſt Arrival here, Thou, having 
<< obtained the Duke's Grant for the three lower  - 
« Counties [the Territory. that is to ſay] prevailed 
22 8 1 7 . 6 with . 
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«* with the People of the Province to unite in Legiſſs · 


tion and Government with them of the, Lum 
Counties; and then by a ſubtle Contrivatice and 


„ Artifice, laid deeper than the Ca Eres of ſome 
„ could fathom, or the Circumſtances. « 

c“ could admit them Time then to conſider of, a Way 
« was found out to lay afide That, and introduce 
6 another Charter, which thou completed in the Year 
662007. 5 | 3 


At a Place called Cheſter, in December 1682, tho 
Freemen. both of the Province and Territory were 


convened; but thoſe of the Province having, by 


Election, returned twelve Perſons to. ſerve; for each 
County as Members of the-Provincial Council, were 
induced to accompany that Return with Significations 
and Petitions by their Sheriffs, Sc. importing, that 
becaufe of the Fewneſs of. the People, their Inability 


in Eftate, and their Unſkilfulneſs in Matters of Go- - 
vernment, their Deſire was, that the. Twelve ſo re» 


turned for each County, might ſerve. bath- for Pro- 

vincial Council and General Aſſembly ;; that is to 
ſay, three of each Twelve for Members of Council, 
and the remaining Nine for. Aſſembly-Men g with che 
fame Powers and Priyileges. granted by the Charter 
or Frame of Government, to the. whele: Andi ac- 
cording to theſe Significations and Petitions of theirs, 


an Act of Settlement was drawn up and paſſed, im 
which, after the ſaid Charter or Frame has been art- 


fully mentioned as one of thoſe prabatiomum Laws; 
which by the Council and Aſſembly, might be altere 
at Pleaſure, the Model of the faid Council: and: Af 


ſembly ſo reduced is admitted; the, Perſons ſo re- 


© # « 


turned ate declared and enadted. to be the legal Com- 
eil and Acewbiy; the N 
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and the Number: of the ſaid Caunc ft 
is fixed at three Perſons out, of each County for che 
Time to come; the Number of Aﬀembly-Men for 
each is reduced to ſix; and, after a Varidty af für- 
cher Regulations, the ſaid. Charter or Frame is fo . 
lemnly, recognized and accepted as if wichtheſe Al- 
OS oe A ans ks 1 ferations 
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terations and Amendments it Was underſtood. to be 
complete. 

The Act for uniting | the Province and the Territory 
| humbly beſought,” as it is therein ſpecified, by the De- 
puties of the ſaid Territory, was alſo paſſed; at the 
fame Time and Place; in virtue of which all the 
Benefits and Advantages before granted to the Pro- 
vincials, were equally communicated to both; and 
both from that Time were to be as one People under 
one and the ſame Government. 

Of this Act, however, the Provincial Aſſembly * 
| 1704, in the Repreſentation to their Proprictary be- 
fore cited, complain in the Terms following: 
And as to the Conveniency of the Union of the. 
t Province and Lower Counties, we cannot gainſay 
< it, if the King had granted thee the Government 
L as the Duke had done the Soil: But, to our great 
« Grief and Trouble, we can't find that thou had 
„any ſuch Grant; and if thou had, thou would not 
© produce it, tho“ often requeſted fo. to do; there- 
fore we take it the harder that thou, Who knew. 
* how precarious thy Power was to govern the Lower 
“Counties; ſhould bring thy Province into ſuch a 
State and Condition, that whenever the Crown had 
<« aſſumed that Government, or the People there re- 
E volted or refuſed to act with us in Legiſlation, as 
= 'they often did, that then the ſaid ſecond Charter 
— mould. become impracticable, and the Privileges 
< thereby. granted of no Effect to the Province, be- 
<. cauſe the Repreſentatives of the Lower Counties 
< were equal in Number with thoſe of the Province, 
4 and the Charter required 4 greater Number than 

_ © the Province had, or by Charter could elect for 

_< Members of Council and Afembly ; - and our Num- 

<bers; by the Charter, could not be increaſes with- 
u out thè Revolter's Conſent. ?. 
In the Interval between this Seſſon At; Cheſter in 

- December 1682, and the next at Philadelphia in March 
| a6, apt 92 3, Meri MN e the. * 
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WILLIAM PENN, E. Governor. 17 
of Settlement, furniſned himſelf with another Frame, 
in part conformable to the firſt, in part modified ac- 
cording to the ſaid Act; and in part eſſentially dif- 
ferent from both. And concerning this again, the 
Aſſembly of 1704, in their Repreſentation aforeſaid, 
thus freely expoſtulate with the Proprietary. To wit, 
„ The Motives which we find upon Record, in- 
ducing the People to accept of that ſecond Charter, 
„were chiefly Two, viz. That the Number of Re- 
_ © preſentatives would prove burdenſome to the Coun- 
* try: And the other was, That, in regard thou had 
but a treble Vote, the People, through their Un- 
„ ſkilfulneſs in the Laws of Trade and Navigation, | 
might paſs ſome Laws over thy Head repugnant + : 
© thereunto, which might occaſion the Forfeiture of 1 
< the King's Letters Patents, by which this Country 
was granted to Thee; and wherein is a Clauſe for 
* that Purpoſe, which we find much relied upon, 
* and frequently read or urged in the Aſſembly of 
that Time; and Security demanded by Thee from 
the People on that Account.“ As to the firſt Mo- 
tive, we know that the Number of Repreſentatives 
© might have been very well reduced without a new 
« Charter: And as to the Laws of Trade, we can't 
« conceive that a People ſo fond of thyſelf for [their] 
Governor, and who ſaw much with thy Eyes in 
e thoſe Affairs, ſhould, againſt thy Advice and Cau- 
„ tions, make Laws repugnant to thoſe of Trade, 
and fo bring Trouble and Diſappointment upon 
<* themſelve, by being a Means of ſuſpending thy 
 ** Adminiſtration; the Influence whereof and Hopes 
© of thy Continuance therein, induced them, as we 
_ +.** charitably conclude, to embark with thee in that 
great and weighty Affair, more than the Honour 
due to Perſons in tho'e Stations, or any ſiniſter 
Ends deſtructive to the Conſtitution they acted by. 
Therefore, we ſee no juſt Cauſe thou had to inſiſt 
on ſuch Security, or to have a Negative upon Bills 
t to be paſſed into Laws in General Aſſemblies, ſince 
thou had by the ſaid Charter (purſuant to the Au- 
bn el 8 | « thority 
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it was thus deſerted ; conſequently ed in need of 
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* thority and Direction of the King's Letters Patent 
< aforeſaid) formed thoſe Aſſemblies, and, there- 


upon reſerved but a treble Vote in the Provincial 


Council, which could not be more injurious to 


« thee than to the People, for the Reaſons afore- - 


« ſaid.” 

And again afterwards. 

« Thus was the firſt e laid aſide, c contrary 
* to the Tenor thereof, and true Intent of the firſt - 
« Adventurers; and the ſecond Charter introduced 


and accepted by the General Aſſembly held at Phi- 
ladelphia in the firſt and ſecond Months 1683, 
where thou ſolemnly teſtified, that what was in- 
s ſerted in that Charter was ſolely intended by thee 
* for the Good and Benefit of the Freemen of the 


Province, and proſecuted with much Earneſtneſs 
© in thy Spirit cowards Gop at the Time of its Com- 


*« poſure.” 
In leſs than three You aſter Mr. [Pens 8 Arrival 


in the Province, and when it began to wear a thri- 


ving Face, a Diſpute between Lord Baltimore, Pro- 
prietary of Maryland, and him, furniſhed him with 
a Pretence to return to England; leaving the Go- 
vernment to be adminiſtred by five Commiſſioners 
of State, taken out of the Provincial Council, the 


Remainder of that Council and the General Aſ- 
fembly. 


ames II. was now on the Throne. Mr. Penn was 
attached to him cloſely by Obligations, if not by Prin- 


- Ciples. That Prince's impolitic Plan of reſtoring the 
Noman Ritual by univerſal Toleration, ſeems to have 


been almoſt inſpired by him. In the King's Diſpute * 


with the Fellows of Magdalen College, Mr. Penn 
was an active Inſtrument on his Majeſty's Behalf, not 
without ſome 1 injurious Imputations to himſelf : And 


for ſome Years after the Revolution, had the Miſ- 


fortune to lie under the are and the Frowns 


of the Government. 


His Nurſling-Colony was yet in the Cradle, while 
all 


\ 
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all Expedients to facilitate its Growth, and all Pre- 


ſervatives againſt Diſorders. 
Diſorders it actually fell into, which are ſtill to be 


traced in the Minutes of their Aſſemblies. — One 
More in particular, we find impeached by the Aſ- 


ſembly before the Provincial Council, of Miſde- 
meanor in ten ſeveral Articles, and, in a Letter to 
the Proprietary ſigned by John White, Speaker, re- 
preſented as an aſpiring and corrupt Miniſter of State. 
We find the Aﬀembly and Provincial Council at 
Variance about their reſpective Powers and Privileges: 
What is more extraordinary ſtill, we find the Propri- 
etary, in 1686, requiring and enjoyning his ſaid 
Commiſſioners to dicblre the Frame of Government 
by his late Charter conſtituted: And they not being 
able to carry this Point, we find, in December 1688, 


a Deputy - Governor appointed, Captain Jobn Black- 


well, who, like a practiſed Man, ſet out with endea- 


vouring to ſow Diſſentions among the Freemen, and 


by making ſuch a Diſplay of the proprietary Power 


as might awe the Majority into Proprietary Mea- | 
ſures. | 


Thus John White, the former Speaker, who fgned 
the Letter from the Aſſembly to Mr. Penn concern- 


ing the Miſdemeanors of More, was no ſooner re- 


turned for the County of Newcaſtle, than he was 


5 thrown into Priſon, and by Violence wreſted out of 
the Hands of the Aſſembly after he had been brought 


up to Philadelphia by Habeas Corpus. The ſaid Go- 
vernor alſo finding that the ſaid Aſſembly was not of 


the proprietary Complection, and that they were 


. diſpoſed to open the Seſſion. with a Diſcuſſion of 

Grievances, found Pretences for ſeveral Days to evade 
iving them Audience, all either frivolous or ground- 
eſs; and in the mean Time left no Stone unturned, 


to temper the Council to his own Mind; and then dy - 


their Concurrence to make a ſuitable Impreſſion upon N 


the Aſſembly. 
The Aſſembly, however, not only retained their 


© Firmneſs, but allo took Care to leave the two fol- 
. | TY 2 —_— 
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lowing Memorials of it in their Minutes. To 
=: 

' May 14. That whereas this Aſſembly have at- 

<« tended here for ſeveral Days, and have ſent ſeveral 


: C6 Meſſengers to the Governor and Council, appointed 


« to confer with the Members of Aſſembly according 
© to Charter: And whereas the ſaid Meſſengers have 


given this Houſe to underſtand, That they were 


* anſwered by the Governor, That there was not a 
full Council to receive them: And, whereas this 


6 Houſe bei ing well aſſured, that de is, and has 


* been, for theſe two Days laſt paſt, a competent 


„Number of Members in Town, ready to yield 


„their Attendance, yet ſeveral of the ſaid Members 


* have not been hitherto permitted to fit in Council, 
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to the great Detriment and Grievance of the Coun- 


© try: Therefore, we deſire, that theſe Grievances 
&© may be ſpeedily redreſſed, and our Liberties invio- 


_<« lably preſerved.” 


May 183. That no Perſon who is commiſſionated 
* of appointed by the Governor to receive the Go- 
„% vernor's Fines, Forſeitures or Revenues whatſo- 
« ever, ſhall ſit in Judgment in any Court af Judi- 


* cature within this Government, in any Matter or 


« Cauſe whatſoever, where a Fine or Forfeiture ſhall 
e or may accrue to the Governor.” 
On the laſt of theſe two Da; s, and previous to the 
laſt of thefe Votes, the Governor at length favoured 
them with the Meeting deſired; and thereat made a 
Speech in which are the following remarkable Para- 

graphs :. 12. 

] ſuppoſe you have been formerly acquainted 
„ with the Reaſons and Neceſſity of the Proprietary's 
« abſenting himſelf ſo long from you as till the late 
Revolutions in England; he hath frequently evi- 
% denced his ſtrong Deſire above all Things to be 
&« reſtored to you: What hath hindered of late, we 
* have from the divers Reports of Things tranſacted 
« in England, which require we ſhould wait for their 


Co { being rendered more certain ; z and, in the mean 


het | 25 + Time, 
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Time, ftrive in our Prayers, that the Lord, who 


governs this Univerſe, will do it in his Wiſdom 
and Good-will, towards all his ſuffering People, 


* and ourſelves in particular, 
el ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, you expected ſome Bills 


ſhould have been ſent down to you from the Pro- 
vincial Council, for your Conſideration, before 
your coming up and paſling them into Laws at this 
Meeting. Divers Reaſons might be why none 


were; I ſhall acquaint you with ſome of them: 


VIZ. 


„ x, The honourable Proprietary, for Reaſons 
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known to himſelf, hath given poſitive Directions 


for letting all the Laws drop or fall, except the 


Fundamentals, and afterwards for calling together 


the Legiſlative Authority, to paſs ſuch of them, 
or others, as they ſhould ſee fit for the Future; 


which is my full Intention to do. 


2. The honourable Proprietary, being, by his 
Patent from the King, authoriſed by himſelf, his 


Heirs, Sc. with Conſent of the Freemen, to 


make, and under. his Seal to publiſh, neceſſary 


Laws for the Good of the People; which had never 


been done with all requiſite Circumſtances, whilſt 


himſelf was here; and without which, I much 


doubt, whether what were paſſed, or ſhould here- 


after be paſſed, have that due Sanction or Eſtabliſn- 


ment which Laws require: And finding the Great 


Seal, under which they ſhould paſs, was not to be 


had, the Keeper thereof refuſing to allow the 


Uſe of it in any Caſes by my Direction, I there- 
fore looked upon it as Labour in vain to attempt 


It, : | 


The preſent Poſture and Alteration of Affairs 
in England; the Uncertainty touching the Condi- 
tion of the Proprietary himſelf, and his Power; 


and the Fears of what Dangers might enſue, as 


well to him as ourſelves, in paſſing and confirm- 


ing Laws of ſuch a Nature, as would have been 


C 3 - & approved _ 


cc 
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approved of in this Conjuncture of Affairs, for- 
bad it. „ | 55 


4. The Animoſities and Diſſentions which were 


here amongſt you before I came, and have been 
lately revived amongſt the Members of the Pro- 


vincial Council, by the Endeavours of ſome, as to 


their Proceedings in that Service, hindered their 
Agreement in Council, as to doing any Thing; 
inſomuch as 1 was conftrained, for Love and Peace 
Sake, upon that and the other foregoing Conſidera- 

tions, to diſmiſs them from further Attendance on 


that Account. 


g. AnExpedient occurred to me, of leſs Danger 


to us all: viz. That I, being by my Commiſſion, 


as aforeſaid, referred for my Rule and Inſtructions 


to the Laws then in being, and which had been, 
as well by the Proprietary as People, approved 
and owned as fuch, whilſt he was amongſt you 


here, and obſerving that he had reſerved the Con- 


firmation and Diſannulling of what Laws ſhould 
be made in his Abſence, to himſelf; ſo that if 

any were or ſhould be propoſed, they could not 
take Effect among us as Laws, till his Pleaſure 
ſhould be therein declared; I came to a Reſolu- 

tion within myſelf, of obſerving them in the 
Courſe of my Government, as ſo many Rules and 


Inſtructions given me by my Mafter, as far as I 


ſhould find and judge them not contrary to the 
Laws of England, and in ſupplying the Want or 
Defe& in your Laws by the Laws of England, 
which I believe will be moſt grateful to our Su- 
periors in England, eſpecially at this Time; and 
will be as uſeful amongſt ourſelves, there being no 
other Way occurring to my Underſtanding where- 
by you may receive the Benefit of them: And in 
this Purpoſe I remain ready, unleſs you ſhould 
otherwiſe adviſe, until by better Information out 
of England, we ſhall be led out of theſe State Me- 
W N e 
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The Aſſembly anſwered, among other Things, as 


follows : viz. 


« We. heartily wiſh that thy Deſign in coming 
hither, with all imaginable Reſpect to our Governor 


and InHabitants here, may be purſued accordingly 


with ſuitable Meaſures; and we cannot but have 


* that Opinion of our worthy Governor's tender Re- 
gard to the People here, that as he will juſtify no 
unbecoming Behaviour in us towards his Repre- 
ſentative, ſo we hope he will vindicate no unlawful 
or rigid Procedure againſt us. As to our Gover- 
nor's Abſence, we are very ſenſible that, as it may 


be to his Diſappointment, ſo it is extremely to our 
Prejudice. We were in Expectation of receiving 


Bills from thee' and the Council as formerly; to 


the Reaſon thou art pleaſed to give why none are 


ſent, That the Proprietary. and Governor hath 


fon Directions for letting all the Laws drop or 
all, we. are credibly-informed, that afterwards he 
was well pleaſed they ſhould ſtand ; and all the 


Laws made here ſince his Departure, were ſent 
for his Peruſal, and none of them, to our Know- 


ledge, in the leaſt declared void by him; neither 
do we conceive that he hath any Reaſon ſo to 


e | 
« As to the Eſtabliſhment of Laws, we 3888 


nor aimed at any higher Sanction than was uſed 


in the Governor's Time; but in caſe Bills had 


been prepared and promulgated according to Char- 


ter, and had pu fed by us into Laws, and the 


Great Seal had 
required to be applied to the ſaid Laws, and the 


en neceſſary, and the ſame duly 


Keeper refuſed the ſame, then we might juſtly 
blame ſuch Refuſal : But as to the Way thou men- 
tions, That our Proprietary and Governor is au- 
thoriſed by himſelf. and with Conſent of the 


Freemen, to make Laws, and under his Seal to 
publiſh them, and not in the granted Way of the 
Charter and A# of Settlement; as we do not deſire, 


* ſo our Hopes are, that no Laws of that Make 
C4 „„ © 
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will be impoſed upon us. And had we made 
Laws at this Time, as formerly, we queſtion not 


but that they had been as inoffenſive in the preſent 
Conjuncture, as afore. And we do conceive, 


that our Laws here, not being declared or adjudged 


by the King under his Privy Seal to be void, do 


remain and ſtand in full Force, according to the 


true Intent and Meaning thereof. 
« As for the Charge of Animoſities and Diſſen- 
tions amongſt us before thy coming here, it is ſo 


general, that we can make no other Anſwer than 


that in Matters of Government, our Apprehen- 
ſions were otherwiſe, the End of good Govern- 
ment being anſwered, in that Power was ſupported 
in Reverence with the People, and the People 
were ſecured from the Abuſe of Power; but for 
what thou mentions to have been renewed fince 
amongſt the Members of Council, we leave them 
to anſwer. 


* As to the Expedient propoſed, of hy governing 


this Province and Territories, by ſuch of the Laws 
as were made before our Proprietary and Governor 
went hence, which thou ſhalt judge not contrary 


to the Laws of England, we conceive no ſuch Expe- 
dient can be conſiſtent with our Conſtitution, 


without the Concurrence of the Council, according 
to ſuch Methods as have been heretofore uſed in 
Legiſlature, and what Courſe of Government is 


otherwiſe, will be ungrateful and uncertain to 


us, for how far the Laws of England are to be 


our Rules, is declared by the King's 8 Letters Pa- 


tents. 


« As to thy aſſuring us, thy juſt Compliance with 


us, in what we may reaſonably defire, we take it 


| kindly, and do defire that our Members of Council 


may be permitted to tr, ene to our former 


Requeſt.” 


The Governor Sudbig himſelf thus Readily op- 


fed. had Recourſe to another Piece of Practice, 


hich v . to e on certain aaa to with- 


draw 
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draw themſelves from the Houfe : The Houſe, on 


the other Hand, voted this to be a Treachery, and 


farther prepared and preſented the following Requeſt 

to the Governor : viz. LON EE = on 

% To the Governor and Council, fitting at Pbiladel. 
pbia, the twentieth Day of the 7hird Month, 
1689. . 1 


< We the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of 
« Pennſylvania, and Territories thereof, in Aſſembly 
„ met, being much diſappointed in our Expectation 
ein not finding any Bills prepared and promulgated - 
by you for a further Concurrence : And perceiving 
three Members duly elected to ſerve in Council (in 
* whoſe Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs we much confide) 
* too long kept out: And that a Member of our 
«© own, is treated with great Rigour and Severity in 
* the Time of Aſſembly, and not allowed to be with 
us, though moſt of us have known him to have 
e been ſerviceable therein theſe ſeveral Years: We 
(being under a, Strait in theſe Conſiderations) do 
* requeſt your tender Regard of our Grievances 
already preſented, and of our Anſwer preſented to 
«© the Governor in Council, to his Speech delivered to 
< us there; and we do deſire, you do not go to 
„ diſmiſs us until we are received, and righted in our 
<« juſt Complaints: And that we be not diſcouraged 
in charging before the Provincial Council, ſuch 
„ Perſons or Members whom we can with great 
. Probability make appear to be ill Miniſters and 
chief Authors of the preſent Arbitrarineſs in Go- 
' «© vernment; and who are Men unworthy, as we 
* conceive, to be much | conſulted with, and unfit 
to be chief Magiſtrates —What we purpoſe to 
© do herein, ſhall be orderly, ſpeedily, and within 
* Bounds.” „ | 555 
It does not appear that this Requeſt met with an 
Regard, or that the Proprietary Intereſt ou wc 
e 8 | round 
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Ground in the Aſſemblies held the two ſubſequent 
Years : And, in the Year 1693, the King and Queen 
aſſumed the Government of the Colony into their own 
Hands; under what Pretext, in Virtue of what Ma- 
nagement, whether to gratify any Diſpleaſure con- 
ceived againſt Mr. Penn, or in Concert with him, is 
not ſpecifiedt. | 
Colonel Fletcher was cad Governor of Nerv 
York and Pennſylvania by one and the ſame Commiſ- 
fion, with equal Powers and Prerogatives in both Pro- 
vinces; as if there was no ſuch Thing as a Charter 


extant. 


This Commiſſion of his was, alſo, accompanied 
with a Letter from the Queen, counterſigned Not- 
tingham, requiring him, as Governor of Pennſylvania, 
to ſend ſuch Aid or Aſſiſtance, in Men or otherwiſe, 


for the Security of the Province of New-York againſt 
the Attempts of the French and Indians, as the Con- 


dition of the ſaid Colony would permit, as if the 
Good- Will of the Freemen was no longer worth men- 


tionin 


To the Aſſembly, however, this royal Viſiter 


thought fit to communicate both his Commiſſion = 


and her Majeſty's ſaid Letter. But then it was an 


Aſſembly widely different from that appointed by 


their Charter. Inſtead of ſix Members for each of 
the ſix Counties, thoſe of Philadelphia and Næucaſtle 
were reduced to four each, and the Reſt to three: 


Difference ſixteen : And, as an Act of Grace, his 


Excellency diſpenſed with the Oaths of ſuch as made 
ir a Point of Conſcience not to ſwear ; and accepted a 
written Profeſſion and Declaration of Allegiance 
before eſtabliſhed in-their Stead. Whether ſo ſtrange 
an Innovation was openly and ſpecially complained 


of or not, the Aſſembly had nevertheleſs the Spirit 


to open their Seſſion with the following Reſolution, 
which paſſed Nem. Con. That the Laws of this 


Province that were in Force and Practice before 
5 «© the Arrival of this preſent Governor, are ſtill in 


Force: 
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c Force: And that the Aſſembly have a Right hum- 
c bly to move the Governor for a Continuation or 
Confirmation of the ſame.” “ | | 
They alſo interwove this Vote of theirs in their Ad- 
dreſs to him, and, not unartfully, introduc'd it un- 
der the Umbrage. of an Inſinuation, that the King 
and Queen had thought fir to appoint him to be their 
Governor, becauſe of the Ab/ence of their Proprietary; 
but deriv'd no Benefit from it: For the Governor 
bluntly told them, He was ſorry to find their De- 
„ fires grounded upon ſo great Miſtakes.” Adding 
theſe emphatical Expreſſions, The Abſence of the 
* Proprietary is the leaſt Cauſe mention'd in their 
_ «© Majeſty's Letters Patent, for their Majeſties aſ- 
« ſerting their undoubted Right of governing their 
* Subjets in this Province. There are Reaſons of 
greater Moment: As the Neglects and Miſcarria- 
« ges in the late Adminiſtration ; the Want of neceſ- 
ct ſary Defence againſt the Enemy; the Danger of 
4 the Province muſt be underſtood] being loſt from 


8 the Crown.—The Conſtitution of their Majeſties 


Government and that of Mr. Penn's are in direct 
« Oppoſition one to the other: If you will be tenaci- 
cus in ſtickling for this, it is a plain Demonſtrati- - 
< on, uſe what Words you pleaſe, that, indeed, 
% you decline the other.“ | „ 
The Aſſembly again, not to be wanting in Du- 
ty to the King and Queen, nor Conſiſtency to them- 
ſelves, admitted their Majeſties Right of Govern- 
ment to be indubitable ; but would not allow them 
ſelves to be under any Miſtake in Relation to the 
Proprietary's Abſence. ** And to the other Reaſons 
* render'd, (ſaid they in their Remonſtrance) for the 


( ſuperſeding our Proprietary's Governancy, we ap- 


* prehend [they] are founded on Miſinformations; 
* for the Courts of Juſtice were open in all Counties 


ain this Government, and Juſtice duly executed 


from the higheſt Crimes of Treaſon and Murder 
„ to the determining the loweſt Difference about 

£ Property, before the Date or arrival of the Go- 
2 h „ vernor's 
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* yernor's Commiſſion. ' Neither do we apprehend, 
that the Province was in Danger of being loſt from 


„ the Crown, although the Government was in the 


Hands of ſome whole Principles are not for War. 


« And we conceive, that the preſent Governancy hath 


* nodirect Oppoſition (with Reſpe& to the King's. 
„ Government here in general) to our Proprietary's 
«* Wilkam Penn, though the Exerciſe of thy Authority 


at preſent ſuperſedes that of our ſaid Proprietary : 


| << Nevertheleſs we readily own thee for our lawful. 
* SGovernor, ſaving to ourſelves and thoſe whom we 


repreſent, our and their juſt Rights and Privi- 
< leges.” 

Proceeding then to Buſineſs, they voted a Sup 
Ply; but inclin'd to have their Laws confirm'd and 
their Grievances redreſs'd firſt : Accordingly, they 
ſent up a Committee of ten, with the Book of their 
Laws to the Governor for his Acceptance and Rati- 


_ fication: And, after a long Debate between him, af- 


ſiſted by five of his Council, and them, which was 
terminated on his Side manta equivocally, he ſent 


two of the ſaid Council to aſſure the Houſe, in his 


Name, of his Confirmation of all the ſaid Laws (ex- 


cepting one relating to Shipwrecks) during the King's 
Pleafure : For which they thought proper to return 
| him a Vote of Thanks. 


Nor is it much to be wonder'd at, that Men hen 


by Surprize out of the Hands of their Friend the Pro- 
prietary, and expos'd at once to a Wreſtling- Match 


with the Crown, which they had never had any im- 
mediate Tranſactions with before, ſhould ſubmit to 


hold their Liberties by Courteſy, rather than incur 


” 


the leaſt Riſque of not holding them at all. 

There was, however, a Party among them, who 
having drawn up a Petition of Right, claiming and 
deſiring the Uſe ard Benefit of two hundred and three 
Laws therein ſpecify'd, as in all Reſpects conſonant - 


to their Charter, and none of them annull'd by the 
Crown in Conſequence of the Power reſerv'd to the 


Sovereign; would hear G 2 Abatement ; and 4 
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had Credit enough with the Aſſembly to obtain the 
ſending a Meſſage to the Governor, ſignifying, that 
« jt was the Senſe and Expectation of the Aſſembly, 
that Aggrievances ought to be redreſs'd before any 
« Bill of Supply ought to paſs.” 

And here their Hearts fail'd them: Por the Go- 
vernor having return'd the Bill ſent up with the Meſ- 
ſage which he had propos'd Amendments to, with- 
cout any Specification of what thoſe Amendments 


were to be, with the following Anſwer, that the 


« Afﬀembly ſhould have no Account of the Amend- 

ments of the Bill, till they came in a full Houſe - 
before him to give the laſt Sanction to the Laws,” 
—and farther, ** "That he ſaw nothing would do but 
* an Annexion to Ner-. ork,” "mn Menace carry d 
the Supply. 

When the Bill for granting it was however ſent up, 
they not only ſent up the Roll of their Laws with it, 
but alſo gave that Part of their Order the firſt Place | 
in their Books. 

They further ** Reſolved, nem. con. that all Bills 

c ſent to the Governor and Council in order to be 
« amended, ought to be return'd to this Houſe, to 
e have their farther Approbation upon ſuch Amend- 
ments, before they can have their final Aſſent to 
« paſs into Laws.” 

And tho? they did not join with their Committee | 
of ten in the following Paper, they ſuffer'd it to be 
enter'd in their Books, by way of Proteſt on their 

Behalf. To wit, 
| + We whoſe Names are bereunde ſubſcrib'd, Re- 
0 preſentatives of the Freemen of this Province in 
* Aſſembly, do declare, it is the undoubted Right 
of this Houſe to receive back from the Governor 


& and Council all ſuch Bills as are ſent up for their 


Approbation or Amendments: And that it is as 
* neceſſary to know the Amendments, and debate the 
* ſame, as the Body of the Bills: And that the De- 
* nial of that Right is Deſtructive to the Freedom 
„ of making Laws. And we alſo declare, it is the 
5 : 00 Right 
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« Right of the Aſſembly, that, before any Bill for 
« Supplies be preſented for the laſt Sanction of a 
[| Law, Aggrievances ought to be redreſs'd. There- 
fore, we, with Proteſtation (ſaving our juſt Rights 
5 in Aſſembly) do declare, that the Aſſent of ſuch of 
5 us, as were for ſending up the Bill this Morning. 
| was merely in Conſideration of the Governor's 
1 il ſpeedy Departure, but that it ſhould not be drawn 
| & into Example or Precedent for the future. David 
a. 5 Lloyd, &c. i 
1 And concerning this whole Period, we find the 
[8 | Freemen in Aſſembly met for the Year 1704, thus 
| ; _ farther expoſtulating with their Proprietary in the | 
Remonſtrance already more than once referr'd to. 
To wit, “But what thou and they (the five commiſ- 
& fjoners of State) could not fe, in that Behalf, was 
* perform'd by Col. Fletcher in the Year 1693, and 
14 c then we were brought under the immediate Direc- 
= ©. tjon of the Crown, but with Commands for him to 
| * govern us by the Laws of the Country. And al- 
WW * though both the Laws and Charter had been long 
e before tranſmitted to thee, in order to get the late 
„ King's (James) Approbation thereof, which we 
« inſiſted upon, and urg'd that they were Laws till 
< difapprov'd, yet thou having ſent no Account 
| © whether they were approv'd or not, we were forc'd 
to comply with him, and accept of ſuch as he 
ae pleas'd : But the Charter he totally rejected.” 
Before he ſet out for New-York, he did however 
give a written Sanction to the Laws requir'd : And 
the next Year's Aſſembly prov'd notwithſtanding 
to be of the ſame Leven with the laſt. | _ 
This Aſſembly had been ſummon'd by the Writs 
af the Lieutenant Governor (Markham) and when 
met in a Humour to ſtate and redreſs the Grievan- 
ces of the Colony, found themſelves precluded from 
acting by an Order from Fletcher for their Adjourn- 
ment. 
That, therefore, they might make the moſt of — 92 


4 b 
1 = two onde they e a Damme of Grievan- 1 
| | - E | ces; 
| N 


oy _ 
r © r & 
— ESE — 
— 
Bt 


4 :e: 16 


| Colonel FLETCHER, Governor. 31 
ces; and having receiv'd their Report, agreed upon 


a Remonſtrance to the Governor thereon, containing 
a a Complaint of their being ſent for only to be diſ- 
miſs'd; aſſerting the Right of the Houſe to adjourn 


themſelves; and among ſeveral other Particulars, cal- 


ling upon the Governor ſo to exert his Power and 
Authority, that Caſes determin'd by Juries might 
not be unduly voided by Determinations in Equity; 
that to prevent arbitrary Aſſeſſments and the Diſſatiſ- 
faction they gave riſe to, the Juſtices of the Peace 


might conſult with, and be directed by the Approba- 


tion of the ſeveral Grand Juries; and that the Mo- 
ney rais'd by the laſt Aſſembly might be properly ap- 
ply'd and properly accounted for to the preſent at 
their next Sitting. % 

Their Right of adjourning themſelves having been 
admitted, they met accordingly toward the End of 
the next Month. 
Time return'd to them in Perſon; and in the open- 


ing of his Speech, made them a handſome Apology _ 


for not m:eting them before; urging the Neceſlity of 
a ſudden Journey to Albany, to endeavour at reclaim- 
ing the Five Nations of Indians, hitherto the Allies 
of England, but now confederated with the Governor 
of Canada againſt vs.—Said he had brought the Pa- 
pers which paſs'd at the Conference along with him 
for their Satisfaction: That their Indians would be 
next forc'd into the ſame fatal Confederacy : That 
he had ſeen with his Eyes, a large Tract of cultivated 
Land about Albany, which had been abandoned by 
the Inhabitants, rather thro? the Unkindneſs of their 
Neighbours in refuſing. them Aſſiſtance, than by the 


Force of the Enemy: Pray'd, that thoſe who ſhut 


their Eyes againſt a diſtant Danger, might not find 
It at their own Doors: Extolled the two Provinces of 
Ferſey for the Aids they had ſents And concluded 
thus, Gentlemen, I conſider your Principles, that 


« you will not carry Arms, nor levy Money to make 


War, tho' for your own Defence; yet I hope you 
ll not refuſe to feed the Hungry and cloath the 


« Naked 


2 


Governor Fletcher was by this 
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* Naked : My Meaning is to ſupply thoſe Indian 
« Nations with ſuch Neceſſaries as may influence 
*© them to a Continuance of their Friendſhip to theſe 
<< Provinces. And now, Gentlemen, if you will 
© conſider wherein I may be uſeful to you, accord- 
* ing to the Tenor of my Commiſſion, in redreſ- 
<« ſing your Grievances, if you have any, you ſhall 
find me ready to act by the Rules of Loyalty, with 
« atrue Regard to Liberty and Property.“ 
What appears to have been moſt remarkable in this 
Seſſion was a Diſpute between the Governor and the 
Houſe about a Money Bill : He alledging it was in- 
conſiſtent with his Truſt to paſs the Bill, becauſe they 
had named Collectors therein, which ſeemed to de- 
rogate from the Confidence repoſed in the King's 
Officer appointed to collect the laſt Tax; and inſiſt- 
ing upon ſome Anſwer to the Queen's Letter, before 
he came to a final Reſolution concerning it. And 
they at once adhering to their Bill, and deſiring it 
might not be rejected on the firſt of thoſe Accounts: 
Since they could not but aſſert their undoubted Right 
to appropriate as well as raiſe Money, agreeable to 
the Privileges heretofore granted them, the Practice 
in England as well as in that and allo in ſome of the 
neighbouring Colonies. And that as to the Receiv- 
er, when their Appropriations had been anſwer'd, he 
was to diſpoſe of the Remainder as the Governor and 
Council ſhould order.- 5 „ 
The Governor ſtill preſs'd for their Anſwer to her 
_ Majeſty, inſtead of giving them the Satisfaction de- 
fir'd : And the ſaid Anſwer proving to be a Remon- 
ſtrance, he diſſolv'd them. | | 
Of the next Seſſions the Accounts are extremely 
imperfect, We find, indeed, by a Courſe of Mi- 
nutes, That a joint Committee of the Council, at 
the Requiſition of the Governor, had ſeveral Meet- 
ings, to conſider of the Queen's Letter, the Gover- 
nor's Demands thereon in his Speech, and an Act of 
Settlement: That an Anſwer to his Speech was 
drawn up and ſent to the Governor, together with 
; e ; An 
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an Act of Settlement: That the Meſſengers on their 


Return, reported, they had delivered both, and were 
told the Governor and Council had no farther Buſi- 


neſs at preſent : And that after ſeveral Adjournments, 
being mer in Committee, and in high Debate, their 
Attendance was required by the Governor in order to 
diſſolve them. 

That the Demands made upon them, | in Virtue of 
the Queen's Letter, were the Subject of theſe Nebates, 
is more than probable: And if ſo, it will follow, that 

their want of Will or Power to comply with them 
was the Cauſe of their Diſſolution. 


In the Year 1696, being the next Year following, | 


| Markham, once the Proprietary? s Secretary and Cler 

of the Council, and of late Lieutenant Governor, ſum- 
mon'd the next Aſſembly as Lieutenant to the Pro- 
prietary now reinſtated in the Government: And at 
their Meeting, recommended Governor Flelcber's 


Speech at the opening of the New-York Aſſembly, 


8 thereby to excite the Charity of Penſylvania, in reliev- 
ing the poor Indians, whoſe Corn and Proviſions had 
been deſtroyed by the French: And the Senſe of the 
Houſe upon it was, by way of Mcſſage, thus com- 


municated. 
Whereas the Governor has been pleaſed to con- 
„ vene us, by his Writs, altho' not in the“ Form 


“ of our Charter, as we could deſire, we have obey'd 


<« the ſame, and conſider'd what he has laid before 


„us, viz. , An Anſwer to the late Queen's Letter, 


& and our Proprietary” s Promiſe, upon his Reſtora- 
= tion to his Government; and are heartily and una- 


© nimouſly willing and ready to perform our Duty - 
« therein, ſo far as in us lies, if the Governor would 


40 be pleaſed to ſettle us in our former Conſtitutions, 
& enjoy'd by us before this Government was com- 
<« mitted to Governor Fle!cher”s Truſt.” 


This was followed, on the Governor's Part, with A 


N of Money as before, for the Relief of the 


* 2 They wa: been iſſued upon Fletcher's Plan before ſpecify'd. 
D | 


Indians : 
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| Indians: And the Aſſembly chuſing to take Care of 
the Provincial Conſtitution firſt, requir'd. the Gover- 
nor to appoint a Committee of the Council to join 
with a Committee of the Aſſembly for that Purpoſe. 
Such a joint Committee was appointed accordingly; 
who agreed in recommending this Expedient, That 
& the Governor at the Requeſt of the Aſſembly 
te would be pleaſed to paſs an Act [of Settlement 
c muſt be underſtood} with a Salvo to the Proprie- 
© tary and People; and that he would alfo iffue out 
<« his Writs for chuſing a full Number of Repreſen- 

* tatives- on the roth of March next enſuing, to 
& ſerve in Provincial Council and Aſſembly accord- 

„ ing to Charter, until the Proprietary's Pleaſure 
e ſhould be known therein; and that if the Proprie- 

* tary ſhould diſapprove the ſame, that then the ſaid 
| 40 ſhould be void, and no ways prejudicial to him 

e or the People in Relation to the Validity or Inva- 
& lidity of the ſaid Charter.” 

To this Expedient the Houſe unanimouſly agreed. 
A Bill of Settlement, and a'Money Bill, were there- 
upon order'd and prepar'd ; and after fore Tempe- 

rament, reported, agreed to, and paſſe 

The Money Bill was for raiſing 300 J. for ſup- 
Pore; of- Government, and relieving the diſtreſs d 
ndians. 

In the Act of Settlement, the Rotation Principle 
Was who olly dropt. Elections both of Council and 
Aſſembly were 15 be annual and certain: The Time 
of Election. March roth: The Time of Sitting, May 
the 10th: The Members of Council for each 1. 5 
two, for the Aſſembly four: They were to be of the 
moſt Note for Virtue, Wiſdom and Ability, and o- 
ther wiſe qualify*d in Point of Fortune and Reſidency. 
In the Governor or his Deputy, and the faid Af- 
ſembly and Council, the Government was plac'd. 

The Governor or his Deputy was to preſide in 
Council; but at no Time perform any A& of State 
whatſoever, but by and with the Advice and Con- 


 fept of. the Council, or a Majority thereof — 
That 
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That two thirds were to be a Quorum in the upper 
Walk of Buſineſs, and one third in the lower: 
That the: Aſſembly ſhould have Power to propoſe 
Bills as well as the Council: That both might con- 
fer on ſuch as either of them ſhould propoſe : That 
ſuch as the Governor in Council gave his Conſent to, 
mould be Laws: That the Stile of thoſe Laws ſhould 
be, By the Governor, with the Aſſent and the Ap- 
probation of the Freemen in General Aſſembly met: 
That Duplicates thereof ſhould be tranſmitted to the 
King's Council, according to the late King's Patent : 
That the Aſſembly ſhould ſit on their own Adjourn- 
ments and Committees, and continue to prepare and 
propoſe Bills, redreſs Grievances, impeach Criminals, 
Xe. till diſmiſs'd by the Governor and Council; and 
to remain during the Year liable to ſerve upon his 
and their Summons : Should be allow'd Wages and 
travelling Charges: Two thirds to make a Quorum : 
All Queſtions to be decided by a Majority: Affirma- 
tions to be admitted in all Courts, &c. inſtead of 
Oaths, where requir'd: All Perſons in Poſſeſſion of 
Lands by Purchaſe or otherwiſe under any legal or 
equitable Claim, ſo to continue: Sheriffs and their 
Subſtitutes to give Security for Office Behaviour: 
Elections were to be free, regular, incorrupt, &c. 
no Member being permitted to ſerve without Wages, 
or for leſs Wages than by this Act appointed, &c. 
Neither the Form or Effect of this Act was to be di- 
miniſh'd or alter'd in any Part or Clauſe thereof, 
contrary to the true Intent or Meaning thereof, with- 
out the Conſent of the Governor and ſix Parts in ſe- 
ven of the Freemen in Council and Aſſembly met: 
It was to continue and be in Force till the Proprieta- 
ry ſhould by ſome Iaſtrument under his Hand and 
Seal ſignify his Pleaſure to the contrary: And it was 
provided, that neither this Act nor any other ſhould 
preclude or debar the Inhabitants of this Provinee 
and Territories from claiming, having and enjoying 
any of the Rights, Privileges and Immuaities, which 
the fai& Propriefary for himſelf, his Heirs and Aſ- 
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6 ſigns, did formerly grant, or which of Right did be- 
long unto them the ſaid Inhabitants by Virtue of any 
Law, Charter, or Grant whatſoever, any Thing 
therein contain'd to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

A new Application from Governor Fletcher, for 
farther Aſſiſtance, and the Report of a Committee of 
the Aſſembly to whom it was referr'd (urging the In- 
fancy, Poverty, and incumber'd State of the Colony 
in Excuſe for Non-compliance) together with an Act 
for ratifying and confirming the Acts and Proceed- 
ings of the laſt Year's Aſſembly by ſome Perſons 
queſtion'd and miſrepreſented, are all the Remains of 
what paſs'd in the Aſſembly of 1697. | 
Dor does any Thing material occur in the Years 
x698, 1699, till the ans; of yo: e e from : 


England. 
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January 25th, 1699. 700, 1e Assembly being con- 
ven'd for the ſecond Time, was told by the Proprieta- 
ry in Perſon, that he had ſo conven'd them chiefly to 
reinforce the former Laws ; or by a'new Law more 
rigorouſly to diſcourage Piracy and forbidden Trade ; 
Miſdemeanors which he ſaid had expos'd the Govern- 
ment to much Odium at home, which he had been 

much preſs'd by his Superiors to correct, and which 
he, therefore, preſt moſt concernedly upon them. 

Both theſe Points were immediately referr'd to 
the Conſideration of two ſeveral Committees; and 
one of their own Members,  Son-in-law of their late 

| Licutenant Governor Markham, proving to be the 
moſt obnoxious Perſon on the firſt! of theſe Ac- 
counts, they proceeded ſo far as to commit him, till 

- fatisfy*d by the Governor that he had given ſuffi- 
cient Security for his Appearance to anſwer what 
Complaints ſhould be brought againſt him. 

_ * They alſo took Care' ro PUrEe themſelves on the 
Head of forbidden or illicite Trade, which appears 
to have been done in ſo effectual a Manner, that the 
Governor himſelf could not avoid co-operating with 

| the Councils in their TINGS) To prove which, 


* 
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his Anſwer to their ſeveral Addreſſes (concerning a 
fit Perſon to be Provincial Treaſurer; Cautions to 
avoid Confuſion in the next Election, which was to 
be on a new Modell, as alſo the Expediency of the 
Advice and Conſent of the Council and Aſſembly 
thereon; and falſe Information ſent to England a- 
gainſt them) here inſerted will be ſufficient. To 
wit, . 
&« Firſt, as to the 8 or Treaſurer, that he 
would conſider of it, and would take Care to pleaſe 
all by his Choice of a fit Perſon: As to their Ad- 
dreſs to avoid Confuſion in the next Election, 
that he conſented to the Requeſt of the Houſe, and 
-order'd by general Conſent of Council and Aſſem- 
bly, Minutes to be made in both: That, at the next 
Election, three ſhould be choſen for Council in each 
County, and fix for Aſſembly ; the Election to be 
on the uſual Day; but reſerving to himſelf the Spe- 
cification of the Term the former were to ſerve for, 
which was to be expreſs'd in the Writ : And that as 
to the other Point of falſe Information ſent againſt | 
the Colony to England, the unſeaſonable Time of 5 
the Year would ndt ſuffer the Merits of the Caſe to 
be thoroughly diſcuſs'd, but that all the Repreſen- 
ratives both of Council and Aſſembly, had agreed 
in drawing up ſome general Defence for the pre- 
ſent,“ | 

And before their Separation it was drawn up and 
. qo to the Governor accordingly. 

The next General Aſſembly met at the uſual Time, 
and was in every reſpect an extraordinary one: Ex- 
traordinary for the Number of Members ſuperadded 
in the Manner juſt recited : Extraordinary for an oc- 
caſional Law they paſs'd at the Inſtance of the G- 
vernor and Council, to prolong the preſent Seſſions 
beyond the Time limited by Charter: And extraordi- 
nary for the Debates concerning another new Frame 
of Government, which continu'd thro' the whole 
Courſe of it, without producing any ſatisfactory Tem- 
mw ar laſt, | 
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Found intractable, after a Month's Practice, they 
were diſſolv'd; and in O#ober following, a new Af 
ſembly was ſummons : Not as before to conſiſt of 
thirty ſix Members, but of twenty four; that is to 
ſay, four inſtead of fix for each County. 

The Place of Meeting was alſo different: For in- 


ſtead of Aſſembling as uſual at Philadelphia, the 


Members were conven'd to Nezvcaſtle; perhaps only 
ro gratify the Inhabitants of the Territories, at a 
Time when extraordinary Demands were to be made 
upon them for the Gratification of the Proprietary- 
Governor. 

At the opening of n Aſſembly, the Governor 
ſaid, he had call'd them upon urgent Occaſions; 
that they were in Want of a Frame of Govern- 
ment; a Body of Laws ;. a Settlement of Property ; 
and a Supply for the Support of Government : Ad- 
ding, that he would give. them all the Aſſiſtance in 
his Power. | 

With the Body of Lan they began, and made a 
conſiderable Progreſs i in the Work: But the Frame 
of Government again met with as many Difficulties 
as before. The Conditions of Union between the 
Province and the Terrilories, in particular, had like to 
have produc'd an immediate Separation: And the 
Diſpute which aroſe concerning equal Privileges or 
equal Voices in the Repreſentative, could be no o- 
therwiſe compromis'd than by referring the Iſſue to the 


next General Aſſembly. . 


The Points which more immediately concern'd © 
both Branches of the Legiſlature, - were the Sertle- 
.ment of Property and the Supply. In the latter the Go- 
vernor himſelf was deeply intereſted, and almoſt eve- 
Ty Landholder of the Colony in the former. . Theſe; . 
.therefore, were to be firſt diſpatched ; and, accord- 
ingly, a Bill for the effectual Eftabliſhment and Con- 
firmation of the Freeho!ders of both Parts of the u- 
nited Colony, their Heirs and Aſſigns, in their Lands 
and Tenements; together with two others; one for 
Bulk * of One 2 per Found, and fix Shillings 

OE; : 
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per Head for Sport of Government, &c. and one 
for granting and railing to the Proprietary and Go- 
vernor 20001. upon the real Value of Eſtates real 
and perſonal, and another fix Shilling Poll- Tax; of 
which more than a Moiety was paid by the County of 
Philadelphia alone. Nor ought it to be forgotten, 
That in the preceding Seſſion four Pence in the 
Pound and twenty four Shillings per Head had Been 
| demanded for theſe Services: And that as they paid 
by Halves, the Proprietary perform'd by Halves; as 
the Mention hereafter made of his Charter of Pro- 

rty will demonſtrate. 

The {ame Aſſembly being again convened in Auguſt 
at Philadelphia, in conſequence of a Letter from his 
Majeſty, requiring an aid of 350 1. Sterling towards 
the Fortifications to be raiſed on the Frontiers of 

New-York, they excuſed themſelves from complying ; 
urging that the great Sums lately aſſeſſed upon the 
Colony by way of Impoſt and Taxes, over and 
above the Arrears of Quit-Rents, had rendered them 
incapable: And theſe Excuſes were readily admitted 
by the Government. — So that the proprietary latereſt 

in this Inſtance undeniably ſupplanted the N 
and private Intereſt publick Service. - 

In September, 1701, the Proprietary conven'd an- 
other Afﬀembly, .couſifting of four Members for each 
of the ſix Counties, agreeable to the Law for aſcer- 
taining the Number of Members, lately paſs d at News 
caſtle; and tho” he had in the laſt evaded giving a Copy 
of his Speech in Writing to the Houſe, as nor being 
his uſual Way, went out of his WAY for this once to 
do it now. _ 

Some Apology he made for calling them together” 

a Month ſooner than they would have met of Courſe. 
Aſſign'd as a Reaſon, the Neceſſity he was under, 
_ thro” the Endeavours of the Enemies to the Proſpe- 
rity of the Colony, to go for England, where, 
takipg the Advantage of his Abſence, ſome had at- 
tempted td undermine his Government: Talk'd as if 
the Vara was i to him; 3 225 the e 
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of a Wilderneſs was all his Ambition; as if his Pur- 
poſe had been to ſtay , with them always, or at leaſt 
till he could render every Body ſafe and eaſy : Said 
his Heart was with them, whatever ſome People 
might pleaſe to think; that no Unkindneſs or Diſap- 
pointment ſhould, with Submiſſion to God's Provi- 
dence, ever be able to alter his Love to the Country, 
and his Reſolution to return and ſettle his Family and 
Poſterity in it, &c. * Think, therefore, (continued 
5 he in the moſt captivating Stile and Manner that 
cc ever was made uſe of) ſince all Men are mortal, of 
** ſome ſuitable Expedient and Proviſion for your 
* Safety as well as in your Privileges as Property, 
and you will find me ready to comply with what-⸗ 
e ſoever may render us happy by a nearer Union of 
< our Intereſts. Review again your Laws! Propoſe 
new ones that may better your Circumſtances ; and 
what you do, do it quickly! Remembering that 
& the Parliament fits the End of the next Month, and 
that the ſooner I am there, the ſafer I hope we ſhall 
= all De here.” - 

He then return'd to the 3 501. Sterling, demanded 
by the King: imparted to them the happy Iſſue of 
Col. Fletcher's Conferences with the five Nations; 
and again recommended Unanimity and Diſpatch, 
ſince it might contribute to the Diſappointment of thoſe 
who had long ſought the Ruin of their young 
Country. 

Lhe \ftembly return'd a ſhort but affectionate and 
reſpectful Anſwer; after which they preſented an Ad- 
dreſs to him, conſiſting of twenty one Articles. The 
firſt deſiring, That, on his Departure for England, 
due Care be taken, he might be repreſented there by 
Perſons of Integrity and conſiderable Known Eſtates, 
who might have full Power and Authority not only to 
grant and confirm Lands, &c. but to compenſate 
Hort and reſume der Meaſure. — The ſecond, That 
he would grant them ſuch an Inſtrument as might 
"abſalately ſecure and defend the Freemen of the Pro- 
VO, by them = HE in their Eſtates and Pro- 

Perties; 
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pertles, from himſelf, his Heirs and Aſſigus for ever, 
or any claiming under him, them, or any of them; 
as alſo to clear all Indian Purchaſes and others. And 
the laſt, That the Bill of Property, paſs'd at News 
caſtle, might be inſerted in the Charter, with ſuch 
Amendments as ſhould be agreed on. 

Toeach of the whole twenty-one he return'd a ſpe- ; 
cial Anſwer; and to the three recited, thoſe that 
follow. To the firſt, I ſhall appoint choſe in whom 
« I can confide, whoſe Powers thall be ſufficient and 
& publick for the Security of all concern'd; and I 
c hope they ſhall be of honeſt Character without juſt 
Exception, to do that which is right between you 
„ and me.” [*Tis ſtrange the Crown ſhould not be 
ſo much as mention*d] & To the ſecond : Much of 
dit is included in my Anſwer to the firſt : However, 
am willing to execute a public Inſtrument or 
Charter to ſecure you in your Properties according 
* to Purchaſe and the Law of Property made lately 
« at New-Caſtle, excepting ſome Corrections and 
& Amendments abſolutely neceſſary therein. And 
* to the laſt, J agree that the Law of Property 
made at New-Caftle ſhall be inſerted 1 in the Charter 
+ with requiſite Amendments.” _ 

How ſhort theſe Expreflions fell of his Speech i: is 
obvious. Nor is it any Honour to himſelf or his 
Laws, that the latter ſtood in need of ſo many A- 
mendments; and that the Freemen found Reaſon to 

think they could not take too many Precautions to 
ſecure themſelves againſt him. 
To theſe Anſwers of the Governor, the Aſſembiy 


reeturn'd as many Replies; moſt of them expreſſing 


their Acceptance and Acknowledgments: And the 
Matter of the firſt being at all Times equally reaſona- 
ble, deſerves to be particularly remember'd, to wit, 
That the Commiſſioners thou art pleaſed to pro- 
„ miſe, be inveſted with full and complete Power, and 
2$6.” he oblig'd by ſome Clauſe in the Commiſſion to 
«Ps a without Refuſal or TERS according to the full 
* and 
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and public Powers thereof; and that it would pleaſe | 
„ thee to nominate the Perſons to the Aſſembly.” 

The Governor, on the other hand, whether out of 
 Artifice or Complaiſance is hard to ſay, would have 
induc'd them to name his Subſtitute themſelves : But, 
they as artificially or complaiſantly excus'd them- 
_ ſelves; faying, They did not pretend to the Know- 

ledge neceſſary for ſuch a Nomination, and that they 
delar'd to leave it to the Governor's Pleaſure, 

While the Charter of Privileges was under Con- 
fideration, the late Breach between the Members of 
the Province and thoſe of the Territory was again 
| apen's, and ſoon grew wider than ever. 

Ihe Territory Men were for obtaining fome Powers 
or Rights peculiarly favourable to themſelves ; which 
the others thinking unreaſonable, were not willing to 
allow: And not being able to carry their Point, the 
Members for the Territory left the Houle. e 

The Proprietary interpos'd his Authority to bring 
about an Accommodation; and for the preſent pre- 
vail'd.— But the ſame Spirit of Animoſity ſtill re- 
main'd; and what with the Hurry the Governor was 
In to ſet ſail, and what with the warm Diſpute which 
aroſe between him and the Aſſembly concerning the 
Allowance to be made to ſuch as had defective Mea- 
ſure in their Lands, the Remainder of a Seſſion, ſo 
plauſibly open'd, and in which the Conſtitution was 
to be finally ſettled, was ſour d with Expoſtulations 
and Reproaches even to the laſt Moment of it: And 
the Governor and his Freemen at laſt parted like People 
who were equally glad, they had made ſo much of, 
and were now to be ſeparated from, each other. | 

And thus the Courſe of Time-has brought us to 
that Frame or Syſtem which, in Subordination to the 
8 royal Charter, is, at preſent, the Rule of Government 
in Pennſylvania. 
la May, 1 700, che former had bonn runder d into 
the Hands o the Governor, by fix Parts in ſeven of 


the Aſſembly; under a ſolemn Promiſe of 3 
8 | e wit 
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with ſuch Altcrations and Amendments as ſhould be 
found neceflary. = | | LOT 

On the 28th of Ofiober, 1501, when the Governor 
was ſo near his Departure that it might almoſt be ſaid 
he had one Foot on board, this Promiſe was made 
good; the Council, the Aſſembly, (the Provincial 
Part of it, that is to ſay) and ſeveral of the principal 
Inhabitants of Philadelphia attending. ; : 
The Charter of Privileges granted by William Penn, 
Efq; to the Inhabitants of Penſylvania, and Territo- 
_ ries, this important Inſtrument is call'd: And the 
main Purport of it is as follows. To wit. © That 
becauſe no People could be truly happy, tho? under 
the greateſt Enjoyment of civil Liberties, if abridg'd 
of the Freedom of their Conſciences as to their reli- 
gious Profeſſion and Worfhip, no Inhabitant, con- 
feſſing and acknowledging one Almighty God, and 
profeſſing himſelf oblig'd to live quiet y under the 
civil Government, ſhould be in any caſe moleſted or 
prejudic'd in Perſon or Eſtate.— That all Perſons 
Pprofeſſing to believe in Jeſus Cbriſt the Saviour of the 
World, promiſing, -when requir'd, Allegiance to the 
King, and taking certain Atteſts by a certain 
. Provincial Law provided, ſhould be capable to ſerve 
the Government either legiſlatively or executively :— 
That an Aſſembly ſhould be yearly choſen by the Free- 
men, to conſiſt of four Perſons out of each County, 
of moſt Note for Virtue, Wiſdom, and Ability, or of 
a greater Number, if the Governor and Aſſembly 
ſhould ſo agree, upon the firſt of October for ever, and 
ſhould fir on the 14th following, with Power to 
.chuſe a Speaker and other their Officers, to be Judges 
of the Qualifications and Elections of their own 
Members, fit upon their own Adjournments, appoint 
Committees, prepare Bills, impeach Criminals, and 
redreſs Grievances, with all other Powers and Pri- 
vileges of an Aſſembly, according to the Rights of 
the Freeborn Subjects of England, and the Cuſtoms 
obſerv'd in any of the King's Plantations in America 
— That two thirds of the Freemen ſo choſen TR 
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44 An Historical REVIEW, &c. 
have the full Power of the whole: That the ſaid. 
Freemen in each reſpective County, at the Time and 
Place of meeting for electing Repreſentatives, might 
chuſe a double Number of Perſons to preſent to the 
Governor for Sheriffs and Coroners, to ſerve for three 
Years if ſo long they ſhould behave themſelves well, 
out of whom the Governor was to nominate one for 
each Office, provided his Nomination was made the 
third Day after Preſentment, otherwiſe the Perſon firſt 
named to ferve; and in caſe of Death or Default, the 
Governor to ſupply the Vacancy :—That three Per- 
ſons ſhould be nominated by the Juſtices of the re- 
ſpective Counties, out of whom the Governor was to 
ſele& one to ſerve for Clerk of the Peace, within ten 
Days, or other wiſe the Place to be fill'd by the firſt 
ſo nominated — That the Laws of the Government 
ſhould be in this Stile, viz. By the Governor, with 
the Conſent and Approbation of the Freemen in General 
Afﬀſembly met: — That all Criminals: ſhould have the 
ſame Privileges of Witneſſes and Council as their 
Profecutors : —That no Perſon ſhouid be oblig'd 
to anſwer any Complaint, Matter or Thing whatſo- 
ever, relating to Property, before the Governor and 
Council, or in any other Place but in ordinary Courſe 
of Juſtice, unleſs in Appeals according to Law :— 
That the Eſtates of Suicides ſhould not be forfeited :— 
That no Act, Law, or Ordinance whatſoever ſhould 
at any Time hereafter be made or done to alter, 
change or diminiſh the Form or Effect of this Char- 
ter, or of any Part or Clauſe therein, according to the 
true Intent and Meaning thereof, without the Con- 
ſent of the Governor for the Time being, and fix Parts 
in ſeven of the Aſſembly met: — That the firſt Arti- 
cle relating to Liberty of Conſcience ſhould be kept 
and remain without any Alteration . inviolably for 
ever: —That the ſaid Milliam Penn, for himſelf, his 
Heirs and Aſſigns, did thereby ſolemnly declare, grant 
and confirm, that neither he, his Heirs, or Aſſigns, 
ſhould procure or do any Thing or Things whereby 
'the Libertics 1 th's Charter contain d and expreſs'd. 
55 
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nor any Part thereof, ſhould be infringed or broken; 
and, that if any Thing ſhould be procured and done 
by any Perſon or Perſons contrary thereto, it ſhould | 
be held of no Force or Effect.“ 
Thus, tho? much remained of the firſt Inftication, | 


much was taken away.—The, People had no longer 


the Election of the Council; conſequently all who, 
for the Future, were to ſerve in that Capacity, were 
to be nominated by the Governor, conſequently were 
to ſerve on what Terms he pleaſed. —Inſtcad of hav- 
ing but three Voices in ſeventy-two, he was left ſingle 
in the Executive, and at Liberty to reſtrain the Le- 
giſlative by refuſing his Aſſent to their Bills whenever 
he thought fit. 
On the other Hand, the Aſſembly, who at firſt 

could not propound Laws, tho? they might amend or 
reject them, were put in Poſſeſſion of that Privilege: 

And, upon the Whole, there was much more Room 
for Acknowledgments than Complaints. f 

How much ſoever the Governor had eee 
Mr. Penn, and how much ſoever his Concern for 
others had worn off when raiſed to a Sphere above 
them, it is plain he had not forgotten his own Trial, 
nor the noble Commentary upon Magna Charta, which, 
in his Tract called, The Peoples ancient and juſt Liber- 
ties aſſerted, he had upon that Occaſion made public. 
Wherein he ſays, 

There were but two Sorts of Government : 
« Will and Power; or, Condition and Contract. 
„That the firſt was a Government of Men, the ſe- 
„ cond of Laws. That Univerſal Reaſon was and 
„ ought to be, among rational Beings, Univerſal 
«© Law: That of Laws, ſome: were fundamental and 


% immutable ;- ſome temporary, made for preſent 


« Convenience, and for Convenience to be changed: 
That the fundamental Laws of England were of al! 
Laus moſt abhorrent of Will and Pleaſure: And, 
« that till Houſes ſhould ſtand without their own. * 
85 Kaen and Engliſhmen ane to be Engliſnmen, 
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* they could not be cancelled, nor the Subjefts deprived of 
* tbe Benefit of them.” | 


Such as it was, by the Freemen of the Province it. 


was thankfully accepted, but by thoſe of the Territory 
_ unanimouſly declined: And in this divided Condi- 
tion this new DLycurgas, as Monteſquieu calls him, left 


them. 


his Subſtitute. And the principal Effort of his Ad- 


miniſtration was to bring about a Re- Union; which 


being at e found impracticable (the Territory- 
ſing in their Refuſal of the Charter) 


Men ſtill per 
the Province, in Virtue of that Charter, claimed a 


ſeparate Repreſentative of their own, which in Point 
of Number was fixed at eight Members for each of 


the three Counties, and two d for the Ciry of Philadel- | 


pbia, now fo conſtituted aby the Proprietary's ſpecial 


Charter: And after duly qualifying themſelves ac- 


_ Eording to Law, their firſt Reſolution was, 


„That the Repreſentatives or Delegates of "the - 
c Freeholders of this Province, according to the 


* Powers granted by the Proprietary and Governor 
ec. by his Charter, dated the eighth Day of OZoher, 
% -/nno Domini 1701, may meet in Aſſembly on the 


cc fourteenth Day of O#ober, yearly, at Philadelphia, 


* of elſewhere, as ſhall be appointed by the Gover- 


re nor and Council for the Time _ and ſo con- 


c tinue on their own Adjournments from Time to 


Time during the Year of their Service, as they 
& fhall find Occaſion, or think fit, for preparing of 


cc. Bills, debating thereon, and voting, in Order to 
re their being paſſed into Laws; appointing Com- 
“ mittees, redreſſing of Grievances, and impeaching 


cc of Criminals, as they ſhall fee meet, in as ample 
c Matmer, as any of the Aſſemblics of this Province 


e and Territories have hitherto at any Time done, 


6 or might legally do, as effectually, to all Intent 


25 and 9 as any of the neighbouring * 
6c n 


” Andrew Hamilton, Eſq. (not the celebrated Bar- 
riſter of that Name) was the Perſon appointed to be 
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« ments under the Crown of England have Power to 
do, according to the Rights ond Privileges of the 
„ freeborn Subjects of England, keeping to the 
« Rules and Preſcriptions of the Parliament of 
England, as near as may be, reſpecting the Infancy 
« of the Government and the Capacities of the Peo-— 
ple: And that the ſaid Aſſembly, as often as the Go- 
« vernor for the Time being ſhall require, attend on 
« him, in Order to Legiſlation; and to anſwer all 
0 other juſt Ends of Aſſemblies on any Emergen- 
“ Cies or Reaſons of State; but ſhall not be ſubject 
e at any Time to be by him adjourned, pris or 
“ diſſolved.“ 
This was the State of Things when John Evans, 
Eſq. appointed Deputy-Governor on the Peath of 
Mr. Hamilton, arrived in the Province in the Begin- 
ning of the Year 704. : 

What his Commiſſion and lnſtructions were does ä 
not appear. But having convened the Repreſentatives 
both of the Province and Territories to meet him at 
the ſame Time in his Council-Chamber, he affected 
to be {urprized at finding them in ſeparate States; ſaid - 
her Majeſty conſidered them as one entire Govern- 
ment; and earneitly preſſed them both ro come to an 

amicable Agreement, not without Inſinuation, That 
neither of them would nen be in a Condition to 
act at all. 

The Provincials, in return, intimated, That they 
ſhould be heartily glad of a farther Union with the 
Territories if it could be obtained without Prejudice 
to their Conſtitution or to their Charter: Said, Thoſe 
of the T erritory had been the Occaſion of inferting 
that Clauſe in their Charter by which they had been 
enabled to act ſeparately: Made Profeſſions of ſo 
much Good - Will and good Neighbourhood as might 

revent all Inconveniences from their Separation : d 
That they had appoint: d a Committee to confer with 
them, Sc. 

Conferences were accordingly epenech between the | 
two Houfes, Which Produced two Papers: Ope from 

3 te 
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the Territory- Members, not over ingenuous in its 
Contents, offering now to receive the Charter they 
had till then rejected, and to co-operate with thoſe of 


the Province: And the other, a Reply from the Pro- 


vincials, charging them with Inconſiſtency, and de- 
claring, That ſeeing they were by their formal Re- 
fuſal neceſſitated to form themſelves into a diſtinct 
Aſſembly, and were now eſtabliſhed accordingly, it 
was not in their Power, as they conceived, without a 
Violation of the Charter and Truſt repoſed i in them, 
to entertain any Expedient to reconcile their Requelt 
of an Union with the ſaid Charter, Cc. 

Thus all Negotiation on this Head came to an 
End, and the Provincials were already in Diſgrace 
with their new Goyernor, for ſhewing fo little Regard 
to his Recommendation. 

A Bill to confirm their Charter, and ſome Proceed- 
ings to correct the Exorbitancies of the proprietary 
Land- Office, rendered them yet farther obnoxious: 
And they alſo were in their Turns exaſperated by ſome 
intemperate Cenſures paſſed on their Proceedings by 

one of the Governor's Council. 
Dor was this all; the Bill to confirm their Charter, 
Se. was ſent back with ſuch Amendments as appeared 


to the Houſe deſtructive to the preſent Conſtitution, 


and for that Reaſon drew from them the following 
. unanimous Reſolutions, and Addreſs founded thereon, 
To wit, 

& Reſolved, That what is propoſed for Amend- 
* ment in the fourth and fifth Pages of the Bill, will 
* render the ſaid Charter uſeleſs and ineffectual, and 
bring an Odium upon the Proprietary, who granted 
< this inſtead of other Charters, wherein were larger 
and greater Privileges granted to the firſt Adven- | 
4 turers and Purchaſers of Land in this Province, 
« which they expected (as it was their undoubted 
* Right) to enjoy, as well as the Lands they bought: 
*© Therefore this Houſe cannot admit of thoſe A- 
«© mendments; becauſe they are alſo deſtructive to 


the preſent Conſtitution, By which the Repreſenta- 
a 7 >< | tives 


15 


nk SE r cn on NS, of 
5 


44 


(t 


Jon Evans, E/q. Dep. Governor. 49 


tives of the free People of this Province are now 
aſſembled, and are reſolved to aſſert and main- 


« Reſolved, That the Method of paſſing Bills by . 
the Governor ſhould be adjuſted and ſettled ; but 


whether the Governor thinks fit to be in Coun- 


cit or not at the paſſing of Bills, is ſubmitted to 


him. | | hn 
% Reſolved, That it is inconſiſtent with the late 


King's Letters Patent, and the ſaid Charter of Pri- 


vileges, that the Council (as now choſen) ſhould 
have a Share in the Legiſlation, unleſs it be when 


the Government is in the Council; which this 
Houſe agrees may be upon the Death of the Go- 


vernor, unleſs other Proviſion be made by the 


Governor in chief; and that a Clauſe may be added 


to the ſaid Bill for that Purpoſe.” 


2 To Jobn Evans, Eſq. Lieutenant -· Governor, Se. 


The Addreſs of the Aſſembly of the ſaid. Province, 


e ſitting at Philadelphia, the twelfth Day of Au- 
* guſt, 1704, 


In all humble Manner ſheweth, 


« That this Aſſembly, having taken into their 


ſerious Conſideration the Matters Yeſterday debated 
in the Conference, relating to the propoſed Amend- 


ments to the Bill intituled, An Ad, for removing 


and preventing all Queſtions and Diſputes concerning 


be convening and ſitting of this Aſſembly, &c. as 
alſo for Confirmation of the Charter of Privileges, 
do find nothing advanced that can reconcile the 
laid Amendments to the Conſtitution of our Char- 
ster; and thereupon do come to this Reſolve, That 
to admit of the Power of Diſſolution, or: Proroga- 
tion in the Governor, will manifeſtly deſtroy or 
fruſtrate the Elections ſettled by the Charter, which 


is as a perpetual Writ, ſupported by the legiſlative 


« Authority | 
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« Authority of this Government, and will make Way 
* for E'ections by Writs grounded upon a Preroga- | 
tive, or rather a Pre-eminence, which the Propri- 
„ etary and his Deputy are by Charter debarred to 
'& reſume. 

« But to take off the Jeatouſies that may riſe upon 
* that Part of the Charter and Bill, which impowers 
c us to fit upon our own Adjournments, we are will- 
ing to fettle and limit the Times of Adjournment 
and Sitting; and in order thereunto propoſe to the 
66 Governor, | 

« That a Clauſe be added to the aforeſaid Bill, 
That the Time of the Aſſembly's Sitting from the 
\<« fourteenth of October, yearly, ſhall not exceed 
« twenty Days, unleſs the Governor for the Time 
« being and Aſſembly ſhall agree to a longer Time; 
and the Adjournment from that Time ſhall not be 
 < leſs than three Months; and fo for every Time of 
« ſitting, and every Adjournment within the Year, 
oi reſpectively.” 


The Return to this was as follows: viz. 


« From the Governor in Council to the Aſſembly. 


„„The Governor, upon the beſt Advice he can 
% have upon the Point of Diſſolution and Proroga- 
<« tion, cannot be of Opinion, that the Proprietary - 
has granted away that Power; and that therefore 
« jt is very unſafe for him to doit. Heis very un- 
& willing to have any Miſunderſtanding with the 
* Aſſembly, and ſhall always be inclinable to make 
I hings eaſy in this, as well as other Points; and 
deſires to leave it till further Directions can be had 
from England, to which he thinks it is fit the Matter 
<« ſhould be referred: And in the Mean Time recom- 
« mends to the Aſſembly, to proceed to the Diſpatch 
of ſuch other Buſineſs of Importance as lies before 
66 theme, + and the W of the Government 
4 ri + neceſſarily 


Joun Evans, Eu. Dep. Governor. 51 
& neceſſarily require; and to which the Opportunity 
no preſented to them ought to invite and encou- 
rage them.” 7 


| And this was the Rejoinder of the Aſſembly. 
6c To : John Evans, Efq. Lieutenant. Governor, Cc. 
„The Addreſs of the Repreſentatives, c. 


10 Humbly ſheweth, 


„That we have taken into our ſerious Conſidera- 
* tion thy written Meſſage Yeſterday, relating to the 
Bill for Confirmation of the Charter of Privi- 
* eee, +. 4 7 N | 
And ſince the Points of Diſſolution and Proro- 
„ gation are by thee aſſerted, and the Power of this 
« Aſſembly to ſit upon their own Adjournments, 
« firſt brought into Queſtion by the Council in O#o- 
&« ber laſt, which occaſioned us to proceed thus far in 
< explaining and ſettling our Conſtitution by Char- 
ter; we Conceive we cannot ſafely let it drop at 
„ this Time (and remain diſputable) without Viola- 
tion of, or Injury to, our ſaid preſent Conſtitu- 
* tion; and conſequently it will not be ſo proper to 
< proceed to the Diſpatch of other Affairs of Import- 
* ance before us, whilſt our Foundation remains un- 
<« ſettled. CEE IS | | 
„That allowing what one of the Members of 
* Council who came with the Meſſage was pleaſed to 
*© obſerve to us, That the Proprietary had not given 
«© away the Power of Diſſolution, Sc. by the Char- 
ter [in expreſs Words] yet that it could not be in- 
tended to be reſerved by him, ſeems evident to us 
„for the following Reaſons: 
Hirst, Becauſe it could at no Time be put in 
« Practice, without fruſtrating the very Deſign of 
the Grant, That we ſhould have an annual ſtanding 
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e Secondly, That whenever a Diſſolution ſhould 


happen, the Governor not being capable to call a 
new One by Writ, as the ſame Member of Council 
rightly obſerved, the remaining Part of that Year 
the Province mult be deſtitute of an Aſſembly, 
and the Governor. of Power to call one, whatever 
Commands from the Crown or other extraordinary 
Occaſions may happpen, unleſs (as the ſaid Mem- 
ber was pleaſed to obſerve) by ſome ſuch Means 
as would need the Power of a ſubſequent Aﬀembly, 


to confirm all that they ſhould have Occaſion to 
act or do. 


«© Thirdly, That the Proprietary, in the Preamble 


cc 


44 


of this preſent Charter, having been pleaſed to re- 
member and acknowledge his Promiſe made to 
the Aſſembly upon the Delivery of the former 
Charter, that he would either reſtore us that or 
another better adapted to our Cireumſtances: 
Therefore, in Aſſurance of his good and ſincere 

Intentions, this Charter muſt be ſuch an one. 
« Fourthly, By the former Conſtitution, it is very 
plain there could be no Diſſolution ; becauſe the 
ſame Members of Aſſembly, and no others, were 
liable to be called at any Time within the Lear: 

And in many Years Experience, no Inconveniency 
found to ariſe thereby ; nor was that any contro- 
verted Point between the Proprietary and the Peo- 
ple, for the rectifying whereof another Charter was 


thought neceſſary, but other Matters not unknown 


to ſome of the Council. 


Hifibly, and lach, As a clear Proof that the Pro- 


prietary never intended to reſerve the Power of 
Diſſolution, it may be remembered, that at the 


„ Cloſe of the Seſſions of Aſſembly, in the Year 
1501, when the Members being then choſen by 
*« Writs;' requeſted a Diflolution, the Proprietary an- 


. 
Wo 
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ſwered, He would not do it; nor could he anſwer 
it to the Crown, to to leave the Province without 2 


b 6 Upon 
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Upon the whole, we take Leave to inform thee, 
that ſince this Aſſembly (having long waited in hopes 
of the paſſing of this, with other Bills lying be- 
& fore thee) is much ſtraitened in Time, the Seaſon of 
the Year urgently calling moſt of the Members 
a from their Attendance ;z and conſidering the Gover- 
«© nor's great Indiſpoſition is an Obſtruction of Bu- 
& ſineſs; and that another Election is now near at 
« Hand; that it is the Inclination and Deſire of this 
+ Houle, that all other Buſineſs might be waved till 
& the Meeting of the next Aſſembly ; and that in the 
« mean Time, the Governor would be favourably 
«©. pleaſed further to conſider the aforeſaid Points.“ 

Impelled alſo to diſcharge their Minds in full to the 
Proprietary himſelf, they agreed, Nem. Con. to nine 
ſeveral Heads of Complaint, which were entered in 
their Minutes as follow, to wit, 


« Firſt, That the Proprietary at the firſt . 


« of this Province, promiſed large Privileges, and 
granted ſeveral Charters to the People; but by his 
& Artifices brought them all at his Will and Plea» 
« fare 0 defeat 

*.. Secondly, That Diſſolution and Prorogation, and 
c calling Aſſemblies by his Writs, impowered by his 


.< Commiſſion to his preſent Deputy, and his Orders 


* to his former Deputies and Commiſſioners of 
6 State, are contrary to the ſaid Charters. 
birdy, That he has had great Sums of Maney: 
&« Jaſt Time he was here, for negotiating the Confir- 
* mation of our Laws, and for making good Terms 
% at Home for the Pcople of this Province, and caſe 
his Friends here of Oaths, &c. but we find none 
4 of our Laws are confirmed, nor any Relief a- 


00: gainſt Oaths; but an Order from the Queen to re- 
40 quire Oaths to be adminiſtered, whereby the Qua- 


«* kers are diſabled to fit in Courts. 

e Fourthly, That there has been no Surveyor-Ge- 
« neral ſince Edward Pennington died, but great Abu- 
„ ſes by Surveyors, and great Extortions by them 
and the other Officers concerned i in Property, by 
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55 


Reaſon of the Proprietary's refuſing to paſs that 
Law propoſed by the Aſſembly, in 1701, to regu- 
late Fees, c. 


« Fifrbly, That we are like to be remedileſs in every 


Thing that he hath not particularly granted, or 


made expreſs Proviſion for; becauſe the preſent 


Deputy calls it a great Hardſhip upon him, and 
ſome of the Council urge it as abſurd and unrea- 
ſonable to deſire or expect any Enlargement or Ex- 


planation by him, of what the e grant- 
ed. 


GSixthhy, That we are alſo left remedileſs i in this, that 
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when we are wronged and oppreſſed about our civil 
Rights by the Proprietary, we can't have Juſtice 


done us; becauſe the Clerk of the Court being of 


his own putting in, refuſes to make out any Pro- 
ceſs; and the Juſtices by and before whom out 


Dales againſt him ſhould be tried, are of his own 


Appointment by Means aero, he becomes 
Judge in his own Caſe,” which is againſt natural 


* Equity. 


* Seventhly, That Sheriffs and ober Officers of the 
greateſt I ruſt in this Government, which the Pro- 
prietary hath commiſſionated, being Men of no vi- 
{ble Eſtates; and if any of "them have given Se- 
curity, it was to himſelf; ſo that the People whom 
theſe Officers have abuſed and defrauded, can reap 


no Benefit of ſuch Security. 


_ « Fighthly, That altho' the Commillfidners of Pro- 
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perty have Power by their Commiſſion to make 
Satisfaction where People have not their full Quan- 
tity of Land according to their Purchaſe, yet they 
neglect and delay doing Right in that Behalf. 

5 Ninthly, That we charge the Proprietary not to 
ſurrender the Government, taking Notice of the 
Intimation he had given of making Terms, c. 
and ler him underſtand how Vice grows of late.” 
And they ordered a Repreſentation to be drawn 


'up conſequent thereto, and ſent by the firſt Oppor- | 


cute). 


Parts 


Joun Evans, Eg. Dep. Governor. 55 
Parts of this are already before us ; and, as a ſug- 


geſtion was afterwards made, that it contained other 


Matter than was comprehended in the Articles, the 


Remainder deſerves to be inſerted here, 


« That upon thy being reſtored to the Genn 


according to Charter, which, by Reaſon of #letcher's 
Interruption, became impoſſible before thy Orders 


reached us, and ſo the Government fell under great 


Confuſion again; nor was the Adminiſtration of 


ment, thou required thy Lieutenant to govern us 


thy Propriety much better manag'd, becauſe thou 


put ſome in that Commiſſion with whom the reſt 
would not act; and at laſt the Office of Property 


and Surveyor- General came to be ſhut up, and 


thou kept them ſo whilſt thou ſold Lands to the 
Value of about Two thouſand Pounds Sterling, 
and gave thy Warrants in England for ſurveying 
the ſaid Land; and alſo got great Tracts of Land 
laid out or ſecured for thyſelf and Relations, be- 


ſides ſeveral valuable Parcels which ſhould have 
been laid out for the Purchaſe, but were reſerved 


by thy Surveyors, whether for thee or themſelves 
we know not: However thou appropriated thoſe 


Lands to thyſelf, by the Name ot concealed Lands, 


whereas in Truth they were concealed from the 
Purchaſers, who were to have their Lands laid out 
contiguous one to another, and no Vacancies left 
between them ; and thou waſt to have only thy 


_ Tenth, as it fell, according to the Conceſſions thou 


made with thy firſt Adventurers, and if thou took 
it not up ſo, it was thy own (not their) Fault; 


but the other was a manifeſt Injury to many of 


them as above declared. 


«+ That upon thy laſt Arrival here, after all the 
Hardſhips and Diſappointments we had laboured 


under, we hoped to enjoy the Fruits of thy for- 
mer Promiſes and Engagements; but inſtead of 


that, we found thee very full of Reſentment, and 
many of our Applications and Addreſſes, about 
our Jan Rights and 1 were anſwered by 


E 4 | Re- 


made ſo great an Impreſſion upon thee, that thou 
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Recriminations or bitter Invectives; and we found 
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that the falſe Inſinuations and Reproaches, that 
our Adverſaries had caſt upon the Province with 


reſpect to falſe Trade and harbouring Pirates, had 


rather believed them than thy honeſt Friends. 

And when thou entered upon Legiſlation, thou 
waſt pleaſed to repeal all the Laws that were made 
in Col. Fletcher's Time, which were approved by 
the King or pens as we were informed, and as 
ſome of us gathered by the Account thou gave of 
them, viz. That Chancellor Somers had ſent for 


thee to know what thou had to object againſt any 


of thoſe Laws, and if it had not been for thee 


none of them had paſſed, or Words to that Effect: 


And not only ſo, but the People being minded to 
ſurrender the ſaid ſecond Charter, upon thy Pro- 


miſe to give them a better in Lieu of it; and 


under Pretence of paſſing an Act for confirming 
and ſecuring their Lands, &c. thou obtained Li- 


berty to re- ſurvey all the Lands in the Province, 


and to bring the People to Terms for the Over- 
plus; ſo that by this Stratagem, the Warrants, 
Surveys and new Patents, coſt the People as much, 
and to ſome more, than the firſt Purchaſe of their 


Lands, beſides their long Attendance upon thy 
Secretary and Surveyors to have their Buſineſs 
done: But before thou would paſs that Act, it 
* muſt be accompanied with an Impoſt or Exciſe, 


and a Two thouſand Pound Bill beſides : And all 
this thou eſteemed but inconſiderable, when thou 
compared it with the vaſt Charge thou had been 


at, in the Adminiſtration and Defence of this Go- 


vernment, ſince the Year 1682, though we know 


thy Stay here at firſt Coming was not above two 


Years, but went Home about the Difference be- 
tween thee and Baltimore, concerning the Bounds 
of the Lower-Counties; and did not return till the 
Year 1699 ; excuſing thy Stay by thy Service to 
the Nation of England in general, and to thy 
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„Friends 
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Joux. Evans, Eq. Dep. Governor, 6 
Friends there in particular, (as appears by thy Let- 
ters from Time to Time) whilſt the Intereſt of - 


this Province was ſinking, which might have been 


upheld by the many wealthy Perſons that were in- 
clined to tranſport themſelves here, after the Rout 
of Monmouth, if thee had then came over accord- 
ing to thy repeated Promiſes ; and how far thy 
Stay has either effected what thou went about, or 
contributed to the Eſtabliſhment of the Inhabitants 
here in their juſt: Rights and Liberties and Pro- 
perties, we leave thee to demonſtrate, a»vd the 
World to judge: In the mean Time, we deſire 
thee to conſider better what to place to the Account 


of this Province, and do not forget that no Pare 


of thy pretended Charges was expended in paying 
ſome of thoſe who acted under thee, in the Ad- 
miniſtration here, one of whom, viz, Thomas Lloyd, 
ſerved thee in that Station about nine Years of thy 
Abſence, which thou leaves, it ſcems, for the 


Country to diſcharge. 


That after thou had managed theſe Points, and 
was ſent for to England, thou granted the third 


Charter of Privileges, by which we are now con- 


vened; as alſo a Charter to incorporate the City of 
Philadelphia, and ſigned a Charter of Property, 
but refuſed to order thy Seal to be affixed there- 
unto, till thou had adviſed upon it in England : 
Nevertheleſs, thou promiſed under thy Hand, 


<6 that thou would confirm the firſt Part of it relating 


to Titles of Land, but thou ſent thy Order, under 
Hand and Seal, dated'within fix Months after, to 
countermand the Sealing thereof. 


That after the Laws were compleated for oifing 


all the ſaid Taxes and Impoſts, thou propoſed that 
if thy Friends would give thee a Sum of Money, 
thou promiſed to negotiate their Affairs at Home 
to the beſt Advantage; and endeavour. to procure 
the Approbation of our Laws, and a general Ex- 
* emption from Oaths : We find that conſiderable 


a have been raiſed by —_ of Subſcription 
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38 An Hiſhrical REVIEW, Kc. 
and Benevolence, for that Service; Part thou re- 


ceived before thou went, and more have been re- 
cerved ſince by thy Secretary; but we had no Ac- 


count that our Laws are approved, nor had we as 


much as a Letter from thee, nor any other Inti- 
mation, but by thy Secretary's Letters, which he 
thought fit to communicate by Piece-meals, where- 
we underſtand, thou haſt been making Terms 
for thyſelf and F amily. And by what we gather, 
thou haſt been upon ſurrendering the Government; 


nor are thy Friends here eaſed of Oaths, but on 


the contrary, an Order from the Queen, requiring 
Oaths to be adminiſtered to all Perſons who are 
willing to take them in all Judicatures, whereby the 
Peopte called Quakers are diſabled to fit in Courts. 


«© That by the laſt Charter of Privileges, thou 
_ eſtabliſhed an annual Election of Repreſentatives 


for Aſſembly, and that they ſhould continue and 
ſit upon their own Adjournments; yet by thy Com- 


miſſion to thy preſent Deputy, John Evans, thou 


did in a direct Oppoſition to the ſaid Charter, give 
him Power not only to call Aſſemblies by his Writs, 


but to prorogue and diflolve them as he fhould ſee 


Cauſe; and alſo reſerved to thyſelf, tho' in England, 


thy final Aſſent to all Bills paſſed here by thy De- | 


puty : We ſuppoſe thou haſt not forgot, that what 
rendered the former Charter inconvenient, if not | 


impraclicable, was chiefly that Col. Fletcher's Inter- 


ruption had extinguiſhed the Rotation of the Coun- 


* cil, and next to that, the Propoſals of Laws by the 


Council, in Preſence of the Governor; as alfo the 
Inſtability of the Lower-Cennties which we had be- 

fore Experience of, and whoſe Reſult was then 
doubted, as hath fince happened : But that annual 
ſtanding Aſſemblies, liable only to the Diſmiſſion 
and Call of the Governor as Occaſion required, was 


never found an Inconveniency, nor affigned as a 
: <c. 


Reaſon for changing the ſaid former for the preſent 
Charter: And ſhould that of Diſſolution be intro- 
duced, it would fruſtrate the Conſtitution, becauſe 


if a Diſſolution ſhould happen, the Province RE 
| be 
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Jonw Evans, Eq. Dep. Governor. 59 
be a great Part of the Year without an Aſſembly, 
and the Governor without Power to call one, what- 
ſoever Commands from the Crown, or other Occa- 
ſions may happen; for that the Election being fix- 
ed by Charter, which is in Nature of a perpetual 
Writ, and has the Authority of a Law: If it could 
be ſuperſeded by the Governor's Writ, which is but 


an Act of State, and meerly Temporary, it would 


be of pernicious Conſequence to the Province, as 

well as thyſelf; and of this theu ſeemed very ſen- 
ſible, when being deſired by the Aſſembly, upon 
the Cloſe of the Seſſion in the Year 1701, to 
diſſolve them, (being then called by Writs) thou 
told them, thou wouldſt not do it, for that thou 
couldſt not anſwer to the Crown to leave the Pro- 
vince without a ſtanding Aſſembly. 5 
That as the Exemption from any Diſſolution or 
Prorogation, ſeems to be an inſeparable Conſequent 
of thy Grant, as well as our conſtant Practice upon 
the former Charter, which This was by thy Promiſe 
to exceed, ſo upon an Attempt made by the Coun- 


cil, to prorogue us in Ofober laſt, we have thought 
% 


it our Duty to prepare a Bill for aſcertaining, ex 
plaining, and ſettling our preſent Conſtitution; which 

we having prefented to thy Deputy for his Aſſent, 
he finding that the Power of Diſſolution and Pro- 


rogation is not in expreſs Words granted away by 


Charter, as alſo the Inconveniency thereof with 
his ſaid Commiſſion, after ſeveral Conferences there- 

upon had with him and his Council, he thought fir 
to adviſe us to forbear the farther preſſing it, till we 
ſhould hear from thee ; therefore he being unwilling 
to paſs the ſaid Bill by us judged fo neceſſary, and 
the very Foundation of our preſent Conſtitution, 


we could not think it proper to proceed to perfect 


any other Buſineſs, whilſt that remain'd unſettled : 
Nor do we ſuppoſe any Thing will be done in Le- 
giſlation either by the preſent or ſucceeding Aſſem- 
blies, till the Difficulties we labour under herein be 


remov'd, either by thy ſpeedy Order, or by thy De- 


puty 
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puty without it; ſeeing to proceed upon other Mat- 
ters, would be to raiſe a Super/trufure before the 


Foundation were well laid; nor do we look upon 
it very adviſable for us to proceed far in Legiſlation, 
untill thou repeals thoſe Parts of thy Lieutenant's 


Commiſſion, relating to Prorogation and Diſſolution 
of Aſſemblies, for the Reaſons before given; as 
alſo concerning thy final Aſſent to Laws, which we 


conceive to be very unreaſonable in itſelf, and a great 
Abuſe and Violation of our Conſtitution, that thou. 
ſhould offer to put three Negatives upon our Acts, 


whereas by our firſt Charter, we had none but that 


of the Crown, and how thou gain'd another to thy- 
£6 


ſelf, we have before ſhewed thee, but now to bring 


* us under three, ſeems a Contrivance to provoke us 
to complain to the Queen, that thou art not effec- 


tually repreſented here, and make that a Motive for 


her to take us under her immediate Care and Pro- 


tection, which would make thy Surrender in ſome 
Meaſure our Act, which if thou ſhould do without 


the Conſent of the Landholders and Inhabitants of 
this Province firſt obtain'd, would look too much 


like Treachery. 


« That it appears, by ſeveral Petitions now 3 
« us, that very great Abuſes have been and are put 


upon the Inhabitants, and Extortions uſed by thy 
Secretary, Surveyors, and other Officers, concern'd 
in Property as well as Courts, which might have 
been prevented or ſooner remedied, had thou been 


«+ pleaſed to pafs the Bill propoſed by the Aſſembly in 
the Year 1701 to regulate Fees; as alſo the Want 
of a Surveyor-General, which is a great Injury and 


Diſſatisfaction to the People; as is likewiſe the 
Want of an eſtabliſh'd Judicature for Trials between 


„ thee and the People; for if we exhibit our Com- 


plaints againſt thee, or thoſe who repreſent thee in 


State or Property, they muſt be determined by or 
before Juſtices of thy own Appointment ; by which 
means, thou becomes, in a legal Senſe, Judge in 


thy own Cauſe, n is againſt natural Equity: 


$6 There- 
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Joan Evans, Ef. Dep. Governor. 61 
© Therefore, we propoſe, that a Man learned in the 
« Laws of England, may be commiſſioned by the 
« Queen, to determine all Matters, wherein thy Ten- 
“ nants have juſt Cauſe to complain againſt thee, thy 
«© Deputies or Commiſſioners ; or elle reſtore the Peo- 
ple to the Privilege of electing Judges, Juſtices, 
« and other Officers, according to the Direction of 
« the firſt Charter, and Intent of the firſt Adventu- 
“ rers, and as the People of New-England have by 
“ King William's Charter: That thy Commiſſioners 
<« of Property, are very unwilling to make good the 
« Deficiencies of thoſe Lands thou haſt been many 
„ Years ago paid for (tho? thou gave them Power ſo 
e to do) and ſo great is the Difficulty and Trouble to 
get Satisfaction in this Particular, that it is better 
for one to forego his Right, than wait on and attend 
the Commiſſioners about it, unleſs the Quantity 
« wanting be very great. 
We have many other Things to repreſent to thee 
« as Grievances; as thy unheard of Abuſes to thy 
„ Purchaſers, &c. i in pretending to give them a Town, 
e and then by impoſing unconſcionable Quit-rents, 
« makes it worſe by Ten-Fold than a Purchaſe would 
<« have been: Alſo the Abuſe about the Bank, and 
want of Common to the Town, and not only ſo. 
C but the very Land the Town ſtands on, is not cleared 
of the Swede's Claims. 
„ FTheſe are the chief Heads, which we thought fit 
« at this Time to lay before thee, earneſtly entreating 
thy ſerious Conſideration of them, and that thou. 
« will now at laſt, after we have thus long endured 
„and groan'd under theſe Hardſhips (which of late 
* ſeem to be multiplied upon us) endeavour as far as 
<< in thee lies, to retrieve thy Credit with us thy poor 
< Tenants and fellow Subjects, by redreſſing theſe Ag- 
« prievances, eſpecially in getting our Laws con- 
« firm'd, and alſo: to be eas d of Oaths, and giving 
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© poſitive Orders to thy Deputy to unite heartily 
with us, upon our Conſtitution; and that the Char- 
ters chou granted us for City and Country, may be 
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An Hifarical REVIEW, &cc. 
explained, ſettled, and and confirm'd by Law; and 
we further intrear, that effectual Care be taken for 


the ſupreſſiing of Vice, which, to our great Trouble 
we have to acquaint thee, is more rife and common 
amongſt us ſince the arrival of thy Deputy and Son, 


eſpecially of late, than was ever known before: 


Nor are we capable to ſuppreſs it, whilſt it is con- 


nived at, if not encourag'd by Authority; the 
Mouths of the more ſober Magiſtrates being ſtopt 


by the ſaid late Order about Oaths, and the Gover- 
' nors licencing Ordinaries not approven by the Ma- 
giſtrates of the City of Philadelphia, and the 
| Roaſt chiefly ruled by ſuch as are none of the moſt 
exemplary for virtuous Converſation: Thy poſitive 


Orders in the Premiſes, will be abſolutely neceſſary 


to thy Deputy, who thinks it unreaſonable, and a 
great Hardſhip on him, to give Sanction to Laws 


Explanatory of thy Grants, or to do any Thing by 


way of Enlargement or Confirmation of aught, 
fave what is particularly and expreſly granted by 


thee, it being by ſome of his Council urg'd as an 
Abſurdity in us to expect; and we deſire that thou 
would order the licencing of Ordinaries and Ta- 
verns, to be by the Juſtices, according to thy Let- 
ter dated in September 1697; and we hope we need 


not be more expreſs in charging thee, as thou ten- 


ders thy own Honour and Honeſty, or the Obliga- 


tions thou art under to thy Friends, and particular- 
ly thy firſt Purchaſers and Adventurers into this 


Province, that thou do not ſurrender the Govern- 
ment, whatfoever Terms thou may by ſo doing 


make for thyſelf and Family, which we ſhall deem 
no leſs than a betraying us, and at leaſt will look 


like firſt fleecing, then ſelling: But rather uſe thy 
utmoſt Intereſt with the Queen, to eaſe us in the 
Premiſes ; and if after thy Endeavours uſed to 
keep the Government, it be per Force taken from 
thee, thou will be the clearer in the Sight of God 
and us the Repreſentatives of the People of this 


thy Province, who are thy real Friends and well 
Fe : 6h « Wiſhers, 
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Joann Evans, Zug. Dep. Governor. 63 
*« Wiſhers, as we hope is evident in that we have 
« dealt thus plainly with thee,” * _ : 
It was but natural, that ſuch a Paper as this ſhould 
deeply affect thoſe it was levell'd againſt : And that 
it ſhould operate differently on Perfons differently 
made and differently ſituated. | 
Thoſe beſt acquainted with the Neceſſity of keep- 
ing the firſt Principles of Government ever before 
their Eyes, and the Danger of admitting the leaſt De- 
parture from them, could not but be pleas'd with the 
plain and firm Language of this Remonſtrance : 
While thoſe apt to be fo dazzled with the Out- ſide of 
Things, that they were incapable of looking into 
their Contents, were as much ſoften'd with Concern 
for the Father and Founder of their Community, and 
conſequently inclin'd to think him hardly dealt by 
In it. 5 5 | | 
There is ſomething in Connection and Dependance 
which gives a ſecret Biaſs to all we think and wiſh, 
as well as what we ſay: And in all Diſputes this muſt 
be duly allow'd for on both Sides. | 


Seven Perſons, ſome of them of the Council, made 


their Application by Petition to the, next Aſſembly 
for a Copy of it, but were flatly refus'd : And even 
when the Governor himſelf in very high Language 
requir'd it, they were immoveable as before. | 
Willing as they might be to reclaim the Proprietary 
to a due Senſe of his firſt Obligations, they might 
be equally unwilling to expoſe him. And, agreeable 
to this, the Aſſembly of 1706-7 in one of their Re- 
monſtrances to the Governor ſay, that hoping the 
Bill of Courts then in Diſpute would have put an Ead 
to ſome of the Grievances they had ſeveral Years 
groan'd under, they had hitherto forborn publicity to 
remonſtrate; chuſing rather to provide Remedies for 
Things amiſs than to complain of them.” Some 
Concern they might alſo be under for themſelves :_ 
Their Aſcendancy was precarious : It depended on the 
good Will of Numbers: And the Tofirmity of Na- 
ture above touch'd upon, might happen to operate 
= more 
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linquent. The Governor, on the other 
ceives an inſuperable Averſion to the Speaker, points 
him out to the Public as an intereſted, factious, 
dangerous Perſon, treats him arrogantly at two ſe- 
veral Conferences, and complains of the Houſe for 
not abandoning him to his Reſentments. 
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more owerfully. in the People, than the Conſidera- 
tion of Juſtice and Safety to themſelves and their Poſ- 


terity. The Province, at this Time, had moreover 


their Reaſons on Account of Oaths, a Militia, &c. 


to apprehend ſome Inconveniency if they. fell under 


the immediate Government of the Crown; and there- 
fore did not care to break with the Proprictary EN - 


Nor was it long before, by partial and indirect 


Practices, ſuch as both influencing and awing the 


Electors (Facts publickly charg'd on the Inſtruments 


of Government by the Aſſembly of 1706-7) that the 
Governor obtain'd both an Aſſembly and a Speaker, 


almoſt as complaiſant as he could wiſh. Nor ought 


It to be forgot that his Succeſſor Gookin obtain'd ſuch 


another in the Year 1710. 
In all Matters of public cur ſomertling per- 


ſonal will interfere. Thus we find during this turbu- 
Tent Period two Names frequently occur, as Oppoſites, 
in Principle and Purpoſe, and the Oracles of their 


reſpective Parties : To wit, David Lloyd, Speaker of 


the Aſſembly, and James Logan, Secretary to the Go- 
vernor and Council. 


Logan inſults the Members of the Aſſembly ſent 


from the Houſe on a Meſſage to the Governor. The 


Houſe reſent it, complain of it, arraign his Conduct 
in Office, and proceed againſt him as a public De- 
Hand, con- 


Thus Heat kindled Heat: Animoſity 8 Ani- 


moſity: Ant each Party reſolving to be always i in the 
Right, were often both in the wrong. 


By the Way, This. — —And *tis neceſſary Rill to 


add, that all this while, the Charter of Privileges and 
that for the City of Philadelphia, as well as that of 
. remain d e at Home. And the 


Peo- 


Joun Evans, E.. Dep. Governor: „ 0 
People were plainly told by Evans, that, till both the 


Proprietary and his Governor were put upon proper 
 Eftabliſhments, they were not to expect the Fruits, of : 


his Favour and Protection. 

The laſt of thoſe Charters, the ſaid 8 in 
one of his Papers, was pleas'd to ſtile a tedious Bill 
of Property, fitted ſo entirely to the People's Inte- 
reſt, and with ſo little Regard to the Proprietary, 
that it ſeem'd ſtrange how reaſonable Men could, 
without Confuſion, offer it. And in another he diſ. 
courſes of it as a Project of the Speaker's to incor- 
porate the whole Province, and take away near the 


whole Power out of the Hands of the Proprietary and 


Governor, and lodge it in the People. 


To which the Aſfembly W in che remarkable 


Words following; 


And as to what is ſaid concerning the Charter 
* prepar'd at the Proprietary's Departure, the 
* Praughtſman has aſſur'd us, that no Project or 
Power is compriz d in that Charter but what was 
_ © the Proprietary's Direction, perus'd and corrected 
by his Couſin Parmiter, before it was engroſs'd, 
and afterwards ſign'd by himſelf: But whether the 
« Proprietary deſign” d thereby to reverſe the Method 
* of the Government according to an Engliſh Con- 
< ſtitution, and eſtabliſh a Republic in its Stead, or 
© leave the People to ſtruggle with the Queen's Co- 
vernors, which he THEN expected would be the 
Conſequence of the Bill Tazx moving in Parliament 
againſt Proprietary-Governments, the Draughtſman 
cannot tell: But he well remembers, that the Pro- 


FF 


Lands and Properties, and give them all the * 
F Powers 


(40 William Biles 3 this Houſe, chat Nathaniel Puckle 


had a Letter from the Proprietary to be communicated to ſeveral 


Perſons here, encouraging them to i»f# upon the Privileges of 


| their Charter and Laws, and not tamely give them up ; and in- 
ſtanced 
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prietary told him, That he held himſelf oblig d to 
do what he could to confirm his Tenants in their 
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Powers he could, as he was Lord of this Signory, 
and much more to that Effect.“ | 
And now, to finiſh on the Head of the Repreſen- 


tation, which throws ſo much Light on the firſt 


Foundation of this Colony, what afterwards paſſed 
in the Aſſembly concerning it, Candour requires 
ſhould here be ſubjoin'd. 


But what, ſays Governor Evans, I muſt not 


* be ſilent in, is, that he (the Proprietary) highly re- 


© ſents that heinous Indignity and moſt ſcandalous 


Treatment he has met with in the Letter, directed 


not only to himſelf, but alſo to be ſhewn to ſome 
© other Perſons diſſaffected to him, in the Name of 


the Aſſembly and People of this Province, of which 


I have formerly demanded a Copy, but was then 
* deny'dit, under Pretence (when it was too late) that 
< it ſhould be recall'd : If that Letter was the Act of 
< the People, truly repreſented, he thinks ſuch Pro- 
ceedings are ſufficient to cancel. all Obligations of 


Care over them: But if done by particular Per- 


ſons * and *tis an Impoſture in the Name of the 
© whole, he expects the Country will purge them- 


© ſelves, and take Care that due Satisfaction be given 


© him.“! „„ c 
The Reader will obſerve that the Letter is not 


complain'd of as ſcandalous becauſe of its Falſebood, 


but becauſe of its Freedom, in which it muſt be under- 
ſtood conſiſts the Indignity. 355 


And the Aſſembly's Reply was as follows : 


* As to the Repreſentation -or Letter ſent to the 
© Proprietary by Order, or in the Name of the former 
Aſſembly, which he takes, it ſeems, as an Indig- 
© nity, and reſents it accordingly ; it not having been 
done by this Houſe, but being the Act (or in the 


Name) of a Former, as we are not intitled to the 


Ranced what Advantage it has been to the People of Rhode. Ilan, 


Connecticut, and other Proprietary Governments, to aſſert their 


Alffront, 


- 
* 


Jon Evans, Eg. Dep. Governor. 67 
Affront, if any be, neither are we concerned in an- 
ſwering it: Our Part is only to lament (as we really 


K M _ Aa 


preſentation; or, if none, that it ſhould be offer'd 


to our Proprietary, whom we both love and ho- 


- © nour; and, therefore, we hope his Obligations of 
Care over us and the People of this Province by 
no ſuch Means ſhall be cancell'd.“ | 

That this Man's Government ſhould be one con- 
tinued Broil, from the Beginning of it to the End, is 
Proof ſufficient, that Mr. Penn left his Frame at leaſt 
ina very imperfect State. 


Nor were the People themſelves inſenſible of it, 


nor more backward to declare their Sentiments con- 
cerning it, than of the other Parts of his Con- 
as... i. | 5 5 

Evans, for Example, having made uſe of the fol- 


; lowing Clauſe in one of his Papers to the Aſſembly, 


To wit; | | | 5 5 
»The Governor, at his Arrival, found the People 
poſſeſs'd of a Charter, by Virtue of which the pre- 
ſent Aſſembly now ſits, containing the Frame of Go- 
vernment, ſettled ſolemnly, as he has reaſon to be- 
lieve, between the Proprietary and the People, be- 
cauſe by the Subſcription, it is ſaid to be /hankfully 
accepted of by the Aſſembly then fitring, and was 
ſign'd not only by the Proprietary, but by the 
Speaker of the Aſſembly, in the Name of all thoſe 


* 
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preſent, and unanimouſly conſenting, and is farther 
witneſs'd by the Council : This, therefore, ought 
fully to conclude: For if the People could alledge, 
that any Thing more was their Due, it ought at 
that Time to have been fix'd and ſettl'd; the Aſ- 
ſembly then fitting, .as the Governor is inform'd, 
having fully conſider'd and debated it; or if any 


been made, were not then granted, the Governor 
cannot think it proper for him to intermeddle or to 


Eq | een 


do) that there ſhould be rue Occaſion for ſuch Re- 


of the Province (as it is affirm'd) who were then 


Demands, which it is imagined might further have 
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68 An Hiſorical REVIEW, &c. 
© concern himſelf farther than by Virtue of the King's 
© Letters Parent, to the Proprietary, and the Pro- 
© prietary's Commiſſion to him, with her Majeſty's 
* Royal Approbation, to govern accoreng to that 
Charter, and the Laws. in Force, & c. | 


The Aſſembly thus reply'd. 


© As to the preſent Charter, which the Governor 
found in being at his Arrival, tho' it be far ſhort 
of an Engliſh Conſtitution, yet even that has been 
violated by ſeveral Inroads made upon it: and 
if the Governor cannot grant the juft and rea- 
ſonable Demands of the People's Repreſentatives 
agreeable with an Engliſh Eſtabliſhment, there is 
Cauſe to conclude, that the Proprietary is not fully 
repreſented here. And, however the Charter was 
receiv'd, yet it was not with ſuch Unanimity as is 
alledg'd, becauſe diminutive of former Privileges ; 
neither was it prepar*d by the Houſe of nn 
tatives, but done in great Haſte.” 
We are not ſtriving for Grants of Power, but 
what are effential to the Adminiſtration of * Juſ- 
tice, and agreeable to an Engliſb Conſtitution : And 
if we have not been in Poſſeſſion of this theſe twenty 
four Vears, we know where to place the Fault, and 
ſhall only ſay, it is high Time we were in the En- ; 
Joyment of our Rights.” , 
And laſtly, the ſaid Aſſembly having drawn up two 
feveral Remonſtrances to the Proprietary, reciting 
the Particulars of their Grievances and Complaints 
| _ againſt the ſaid Governor, took Occaſion in the laſt FF » 
| of them, dated June 10, 1707, to Wor themſelves 
as follows. | 
We, and the People we repteſert, being ſtill 
< grieved and oppreſſed with the Male-Adminiſtra- 
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Ide Governor had re jected the Bill propos'd by the Afembly | 
for eſtabliſning Courts of Julie, Kc. and had An it * an Or- 
dinance of his own. 
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Jonx Evans, Eg. Dep. Governor. 59 
tion and Practices of thy Deputy, and the ill Car- 
riage, unwarrantable Proceedings, and great Exac- 


tions of thy Secretary, are like to be deſtroyed by 


the great Injuſtice and arbitrary Oppreſſions of thy 
evil Miniſters, who abuſe the Powers given thee by 


the Crown, and we ſuppoſe have too much pre- 
| _ upon thee to leave us hitherto without Re- 
— ä = | | | 

That the Aſſembly which ſat here on the 26th of 
the /ixibþ Month, 1704, agreed upon certain Heads or 
Particulars, which, according to the Order of that 


Day, were drawn up in a Repreſentation, and was 
ſign'd by the Speaker, and ſent thee by a Paſſenger 


in Fobn Guy's Brigantine, who was taken into 


France, from whence the ſame Repreſentation was 
convey'd to thy Hands; whereby thou art put in 
mind, upon what Score the Purchaſers and firſt Ad- 


venturers embark'd with thee to plant this Colony, 
and what Grants and Promiſes thou made, and the 
Aſſurance and Expectations thou gave them and the 


Reſt of the Settlers and Inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince, to enjoy the Privileges deriv'd from thy own 


Grants and Conceſſions, be/ſides the Rights and 


Freedoms of England : But how they were diſap- 


pointed in ſeveral Reſpects, appears, in Part, by 
the ſaid Repreſentation, to which we refer; and 
become Supplicants for Relief, not only in Matters 

there complain'd of which are not yet redreſs*d, but 


alſo in Things then omitted, as well as what have 
been lately tranſacted, to the grievous Oppreſſion 
of the Queen's Subjects, and public Scandal of this 
Government.“ 


We are much concern'd, that thou conceived 
ſuch Diſpleaſure as thou did againſt that Aſſembly, 


and not in all this Time vouchſafe to ſhew thy 
Readineſs to rectify thoſe Things which they made 
appear were amiſs : Nor haſt thou ſhewed thy par- 


' ticular Objections to the Bills, which, with great 


Care and Charge, were then prepar'd, for conlirm- 


ing thy Charters to this City and Country, reſpect- 
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ing both Privileges and Property, and for ſettling 
the Affirmation inſtead of Oaths: But on the other 
Hand, we found, to our great Diſappointment, 
that thou gave Credit to wrong Inſinuations againſt 
them, as appears by thy Letter from Hyde-Park, 
dated the twenty-ſixth of the twelfth Month, 1704-5, 
wherein thou treated ſome Particulars very upfriend- 
ly, and without any juſt Grounds blam'd the 'Peo- 
pte's Repreſentatives, who, we perceive by their 
Proceedings, were ready to ſupport the Government 
under t Adminiſtration, and deſired nothing but 
to have their juſt Rights, Privileges and Properties 
confirm'd, the Judicatories regularly. eſtabliſhed, 
the Magiſtracy ſupplied with Men of Virtue and 
Probity, and the whole Conſtitution fo framed, that 
the People called Qyaters might have a Share with 
other Chriſtian People in the Government, which 
thou always gave them an Expectation of, and 
© which they juſtiy claim as a Point of Right, not 
for the Sake of Honour, but for the nen of 
© Vice, &c.“ 


'Y 


V 


- To wade thro? the whole of this Provincial Sb 
troverſy, which, at ſeveral Repriſals, laſted till Gook- 
in was ſuperſeded ; in the Year 1717, and replaced by 
Willigm Keith, Eſq; (afterward Sir William Keith, 
Bart.) would be a Taſk of great Prolixity, and what 
conſequently. might prove as tedious to the Reader as 
laborious to the Writer. 

Enough has been recited, to ſhew upon what wum 
Mr. Penn was firſt followed by his Flock, as a Kind 
of Patriarch, to Penſylvanta ; as allo, what Failures in 
his Conduct towards them were complained of by 
them: And as to the Conduct of the ſeveral Aſſem- 
blies, which, in the ſeveral Periods of this Interval, 
maintain d this Controverſy, a bare Peruſal of their 
Proceedings is in general ſufficient for their Juſtifica- 
tion, 
Men they were: Paſſions and Intereſts they 660 E. 

quently had: And, if they were ſometimes carried 
Cy | | away 


CHARLES Gookin, E/q. Dep. Governor. 71 
away a little too far by them, it is obvious the Paſ- 
ſions and Intereſts of others worked up the Ferment 
Arft, and never relented to the laſt. 

It is true, an over rigid Performance of Conditions 
is not to be expected of Government, and ſeldom can 
be exacted from it.— But then if the Repreſentative 
Part is not tenacious, almoſt to a Fault, of the 
Rights and Claims of the People, they will in a 
2 of Time loſe their very Pretenſions to 
them. 

Againſt Logan, the Proprietary's Miniſter, ſtand 
upon Record, ſtill unanſwer'd, Thirteen Articles of 
Mal-verſation, by way of Impeachment, which the 
Governor ( Evans) found means to evade, againft the 


repeated Offers of the Aſſembly to produce their Wit- 


neſſes and faſten their Proofs upon him. And a- 
gainſt the Governor himſelf, twelve in the Shape of 
Remonſtrance, which argue him looſe in Principle, 


arbitrary in Diſpoſition, and ſcandalous i in his private | 


Life and Deportment. 


So unpopular was he, that an unanimous Vote of 


Thanks to the Proprietary was paſſed on his being re- 
moved, almoſt before his Face, for he was ſtill a Re- 
fident amongſt them: And as he had been Logar's 
Skreen, ſo his Succeſſor, Gook;n, was little better than 
Logan's Tool: —The firſt had the Name, the latter 
the Power ; and by the Help of the Council, nen 
bim on, or rein'd him in, as he pleaſed. 

Both were neceſſitous, conſequently craving alike; 
and having each conſider'd himſelf firſt and the Pro- 
prietary next, had little Conſideration left for the 
Crown, and none at all for the People. 


If Evans adventur'd to act in many Reſpects as if 


a was neither Charter nor Aſſembly, or, rather, as 
if he was authorized by his Commiſſion to do what 
he pleaſed, in Contempt of both, (as appears by his 
arbitrary Diſmiſſion of one Aſſembly, merely becauſe 
they could, not be brought to obey his Dictature) 
Gooktn, after his Example, and at the Inſtance of Lo- 


: gan, 1 another Aſſembly to be no o Aſſembly, 
F 4 1 and 
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Country all the Service he could; 
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and refus'd to hold any further Correſpondence with 
them : And yet when he was on the Point of being 
recalled, he was both mean enough and deſperate e- 
nough to convene the Aſſembly, purpoſely to make 


them this laconic propoſition, viz. Thar, for the 


little Time he had to ſtay, he was ready to do the 
And that they 
might be their nn Carvers, in caſe they would in ſome - 
Meaſure provide for his going back to ſeek another 
Employment.” Of which, however, they made no 
other Uſe than to gratify him with a Pm of 


200 l. 


Laſtly, that the Reader may have a general Idea 


of thoſe Aſſemblies, repreſented in proprietary Lan- 


guage as ſo refractory and turbulent, ſo pragmatical 
and aſſuming, let him accept of a Paſſage out of one 
of their own Papers to Governor Evans, i in which they 
thus characterize themſelves. And tho? we are mean 
Men, and repreſent a poor Colony, yet as we are 
the immediate Grantees of one Branch of the legiſ- 
* lative Authority of this Province, (which we would = 
© leave to our Poſterity as free as it was granted) we 
* ought to have been, and do expect to be more civilly 
© treated by him that claims the other Branch of the 
* ſame Authority, and under the ſame royal Grant, 
© and has his e from us s and the People we re- 


© * preſent,” 


Tt is by this Time apparent n that tho; the 
proprietary and popular Intereſts ſpring from one and 
the ſame Source, they divide as they deſcend : That 
every proprietary Governor, for this Reaſon, has two 
Maſters ; one who gives him his Commiſſion, and one 
who gives him his Pay: That he is on his good Beha- 


viour to both: That if he does not fulfil with Rigour 


every proprietary Command, however injurious to 


the Province or offenſive to the Aſſembly, he is re- 


call'd: That if he does not gratify the Aſſembly in 
what they think they have azight to claim, he is cer- 
tain to live in perpetual Broils, tho? uncertain whether 
he ſhall be enabled to live at all. And that, upon the 
L166 BE ade whole, 
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| whole, to be a Governor upon ſuch Terms, is to be 
the moſt wretched Thing alwe. 


Sir Wilkam Keith could not be ignorant of has 


And therefore, however he was inſtruted here at 
Home, either by his Principal or the Lords of Trade, 


reſolv'd to govern himſelf when he came upon the 


Spot, by the governing Intereſt there.—So that his 
Adminiſtration was wholly different trom that of his 
two Predeceſlors. 


With as particular an Eye to his own particular E- 


molument he did indeed make his firſt Addreſs to the 
Aſſembly.— But then all he ſaid was in popular Lan- 
guage.— He did not ſo much as name the Proprietary: 
And his Hints were ſuch as could not be miſunder- 
ſtood, that in caſe they would pay him well, he would 
ſerve them well. 


The Aſſembly, on the other Hand, had Senſe dug 55 


to diſcern, that this was all which could be required 


of a Man who had a Family to maintain with ſome De- 


gree of Splendor, and who was no richer than Plantation 
Governors uſually are: In ſhort, they believed in 
him, were liberal to him, and the Returns he annually 
made them were ſuitable to the Confidence they plac'd 
in him.—So that the proper Operation of one Maſ- 


ter- Spring kept the whole Machine of Government, 


for a conſiderable Period of Time, in a more conſiſtent 
Motion than it had ever known before. . 

Olf all political Cements reciprocal Intereſt is the 
ſtrongeſt: And the Subjects Money is never ſo well 
_. diſpoſed of, as in the Maintenance of Order and 
Tranquility, and the Purchaſe of good Laws; for 


which Felicities Keith's Adminiſtration was deſervedly | 


memorable. | 


Under proprietary Diſpleaſure, however, by the 
Neſbotinent and Artifice of Logan the proprietary Se- 


cretary, excited and aggravated by ſome Neglects and 
Miſtakes of his own, he ſunk at laſt; after what 
Manner, it W not be W unuſeful to inti- 
EA 3 6 | 
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74 An Historical REV TEW, &c. © | 
When Mr. Penn died in the Year 1718, he left his 

Hold of the Province (which was much encumbered, 
by a Mortgage on one hand, and by a Transfer of 
it to the Crown for 10,000 /. of which he had received 
2000 J. on the other) in the Hands of Truſtees, 
namely, his Widow, Henry Gouldney, Tafoua Gee, and 
his all- ſufficient Secretary Logan. 

The Difficulties thus reſting in his Family were 


very well known in the Province; notwithſtanding 


which the Inhabitants, ſatisfy'd with their Governor, 
perſevered in all Duties to them; nor ſeem'd to en- 
tertain a Thought to their Diſadvantage. 

Logan and his Creatures were the only Malecontents. 
And why they were ſo will be made ſufficiently ob- 
vious. The Governor and Aſſembly in Concurrence, 
could govern the Province without his Participation; 
ſo he remained without Iinportance to either, till this 
Share of the Truſt enabled him to interpoſe, and in- 
titled him to be heard, at the Expence of both. _ 

In the ſecond Year after Keith's Arrival, Logan 


| had divided his Council againſt him, and carried off 


a Majority; and ever after. had repreſented him in his 
Diſpatches, as having ſubſtituted his own Intereſt in 


the Place of the Proprietary's, and confederated with 


the Aſſembly to. make both Branches of the Legiſla- 
ture equally ſubſervient to popular Purpoſes. 


Subtle, however, as he was, and practiſed in all | 
the Arts of political Diſguiſe, he could not long con- 


ceal himſelf from the Penetration of Keith. —Thus 
having been detected (as Keith ſays ) in aggravating, 
and even altering certain Minutes of the Council-Pro- 


ceedings for the Purpoſes before ſpecified ; and, in full 


Confidence of proprietary Protection, defending him- 
ſelf therein, with much perſonal Abuſe againſt the 


Governor; the latter diſmiſſed him from his Poſt as 
Secretary, and ſubſtituted another in his Place. 


With this, and a Variety of other Complaints, all 
of the ſame Tendency, Logan therefore made a Voy- 


age to England, ſoon after he became a Truſtee, and 
there made his court ſo effectually to the Widow, Ec. 
Governor Keith's Letter to the Widow Tons Sept. 24, 1724. 


that 
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that they freighted him back with Letters of Reproof, 
and private Inſtructions to Keith, not only to re-inſtate 
bim, but in Effect, to be governed by him, as im- 
plicitly as Gookin had been governed before. 
Keith, on the other Hand, being a Man of too 
much Spirit to ſubmit to ſuch Treatment, and pre- 
ſuming beſide, that his Services to and Intereſt in the 
Colony, and his Connections with the moſt conſider- 
able Men in it, would uphold him againſt all Oppo- 
ſition whatſoever, communicated all to the Aſfem- 
bly, together with his own Anſwers: And this he 
thought was the more incumbent on him, becauſe 
Logan had already been making his Efforts to ſtir up 
a Party againſt him. : | 
Logan, upon this, commences Advocate in Form 
for the Proprietary Intereft ; preſents a written Plea 
on its Behalf to the Aſſembly, juſtifying therein all 
the Reſtrictions laid on the Governor by thoſe In- 
ſtructions, (which will be in the next Seſſion explain'd) 
and whether by Chance or Deſign, it is hard to pro- 
nounce, ſuffered the Secret of the Quarrel to. eſcape, 
by inſinuating, that the Proprietary, during his Ab- 
ſence, had not received one Penny either to himſelf or 
his Family from the Government, whereas others had 
received large Sums: Cat 
The Aſſembly, however, not being in a Humour 
to pay two Government Subſidies inſtead of one, when 
exempted by the original Article of Quit-Rents from 
the Obligation of paying any, did not ſo much as 
take Notice of this Point: But on the contrary, cloſ- 
ing with the Governor, deſired his Concurrence with 
them, and offered their Concurrence to him, in with- 
ſtanding whatever was in the ſaid Inſtructions contain- 
ed repugnant to their Charter, or inconſiſtent with their 
Pries 8 . 
The Governor himſelf alſo. became an Advocate 
for the Province, and laid before the Aſſembly a 
written Defence of the Conſtitution thereof, as well 
as of the late Proprietary's: Character, in Anſwer to 
[Logan's Memorial; and the Seſſion was N=" 
. | Moi . 
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moſt triumphantly on the Governor's Side: For the 
Houſe not only agreed to a Remonſtrance, in Anſwer 
to the Widow Penn's private Inſtructions, as they were 
called; but moreover gratified him for his extraordi- 
nary Services with a Thouſand Pounds. | 
The Controverſy continued notwithſtanding ; and 
both Parties beſtirred themſelves equally in order.to 
make Proſelytes. Logan ſeemed more humble than 
before; but never was more confident, Keith never 
was ſo much in Pain for his own Stability, and yet ne- 
ver ſeemed to have leſs Apprehenſions. In Propor- 
tion, however, as it became more and more probable, 
that he would be laid aſide, he became leſs and leſs 
conſidered ; and a Breach between him and the Speaker 
Lloyd fo often mentioned, and who had, even. in Print, 
acted the Part of a Second to him, became as fatal to 
him as it was fortunate to Logan. 5 
When the next Aſſembly met, it ſoon appeared, 
that though the Governor uſed the ſame Patriot- 
Language to it, he had not the ſame Aſcendency over 
it. Two ſeveral Negatives were put, upon two ſe- 
veral Motions, to furniſh him, the firſt with 600 /. the 
ſecond with 5007. towards his Support. No more 
than 400 l. could be obtained: And, notwithſtanding 
all Engines and all Devices were employed, no farther 
Compenſation could be procured for him. 
It is equally the Lot of this Nation to be more ſpe- 
cious than virtuous, more ſplendid than conſiſtent, 
and to abound more in Politicians than Philoſophers. 
Keith had more of the former than the latter in his 
Compoſition, tho' he was neither in any eminent De- 
gree. A Politician would not have furniſned his Ad- 
verſaries with a Plea to excuſe his Removal, by com- 
municating a private Paper to a popular Aſſembly. 
A Philoſopher, governed by Principle, and Proof a- 
gainſt Paſſion, would not have been in the Power of 
any Iſſue whatſoever : And if the Aſſembly had been 
capable of- Conſiſtency, they would have ſet a Luſtre 
on his- Diſmiſſion, by accompanying it with all the 
Dauceurs in the Power of the Province to have heaped 


\ 
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upon him, that other Governors might have thought 


it worth their while to proceed on his Plan. 


Inſtead of which, on the firſt Intelligence of a new 


Governor, which was as carefully imparted to them, 
as concealed from him, they even affected to procrat- 


tinate the Buſineſs of the Province; and when up- 


braided by Keith with this Backwardneſs, and, not 
without ſome Mixture of Indignation, required to 


give the Public a Teſtimonial of his Adminiſtration, 


they proceeded in it as if rather. conſtrained than in- 


elined; and at laſt took Care to ſay as little as poſſi- 


ble, tho? they had Room to ſay ſo much. 

In ſhort, after a nine Years Adminiſtration, un- 
embarraſſed with any one Breach between the Gover- 
nor and Aſſembly; and, as acknowledged by the lat- 
ter, productive of much poſitive Good to the Pro- 
vince, they parted with reciprocal Coldneſs if not 
Diſguſt. Keith diſdaining to follow Gookin's Exam- 


ple in deſiring a Benevolence ; and they not having 


Conſideration enough left for him to offer it. 
There is no Man, long or much converſant in this 
overgrown City, who hath not often found himſelf in 
Company with the Shades of departed Governors, 
doom'd to wander out the Reſidue of their Lives, 
full of the agonizing Remembrance of their paſſed 
Eminence, and the ſevere Senſation of preſent Neg- 
lect. „ 


Sir William Keith, upon his * Return, was added 
to this unfortunate Liſt ; concerning whom the leaſt - 


that can be ſaid, is, that either none but Men of For- 


tune ſhould be appointed to ſerve in ſuch dignified 


Offices; or otherwife, that, for the Honour of 
Government itſelf, ſuch as are recalled without any 


- Notorious Imputation on their Conduct, ſhould be 


* He ſtaid in Philadelphia ſome Time after his being diſplaced: 


And, ſeduced by his Reſentments, condeſcended to act a Part nei- 
ther becoming or prudent ; Procuring himſelf to be returned as an 
Aſſembly-man, and taking all the Meaſures in his Power to divide 


Tits, 


the Province, embarraſs the Governor, and diſtreſs the Proprieta- 
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preſerved from that Wretchedneſs and Contempt 
which they have been but too frequently permitted to 


fall into, for want even of a proper Subſiſtence. 


The Reader is deſired to pardon this Digreſſion, if 
it is one. It was neceſſary to ſhew, that the Province 


of Penſyloania, when well governed, is eaſily govern- 
ed: And that which ever Branch of the Legiſlature 


inflames the Proprietary Jealouſy, or interferes with 


the Proprietary Intereſt, the Reſult is the ſame : The 


obnoxious Aſſembly is reprimanded and vility'd, and 
as before obſerved, the obnoxious Governor is re- 
„ 

So that, unleſs the Province ſtoops to be loaded 
with a triple Tier of Subſidies; namely, one for the 
public Service, ordinary and extraordinary, one for 
the Governor's annual Appointments, and one for 


the Gratification of the Proprietaries and their Crea- 


tures, it ſeems reaſonable to conclude it is never to 
enjoy aug. eſtabliſhed Stars of Tranquility. 


And now, in Addition to the Points of proprietary 


Incroachment and proprietary Reſentment already 


mentioned, we are naturally led to ſuch other Points 
of Controvefſy, as at various Times have ariſen for 


want of ſufficient Foreſight and ſufficient Preventives; 


and of which ſeveral are unhappily in Agitation at 


this very Day. | 
It cannot but be recollefied, that Mr. Penn, i in his 
Diſcourſe with his joint Adveatirem: concerning re- 


fſerv'd Rents, for the Support of Government, made 


a remarkable Diſtinction between his two Capacities 
of Proprietary and Governor: And from hence, as 

well as from the Nature of the Truſt, it muſt obvi- 
ouſly follow, that when he withdrew himſelf to Eng- 
land, and transferred the Government to his Depu- 
ties, thoſe Deputies could not but be poſſeſſed of all 
the Powers originally veſted, by the Crown, in him. 
Adroit as he was at Refinements, he could not do by 


his Truſt as he did by his Land z—withhold a Reſerve 


of Act and, like the drunken Sailors in the Play, 
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appoint a Vice-Roy, and retain a Power to be Vice- 


Roy over him. 

And yet even Mr. Penn himſelf, in his Commilica 
to Evans, a Man, as we have ſeen, determined 
enough to puſh any proprietary, and defeat any po- 
pular, Points whatſoever, could venture to flip the fol- 
lowing Clauſe into his Commiſion. To 07 ; * Sav= 


ing always to me and my Heirs, our final Aﬀent to 


« all ſuch Bills as thou ſhalt paſs into Laws in the 
« ſaid Government, Sc.“ 

The Aſſembly, however, to whom this Comm 
ſion was communicated, were ſhrewd enough to ſtart 
the following Doubt upon it, and to ſend it by Way 
of Meſſage to the Council. To wit; Whether the 


© ſaid Vote i is void in itſelf, and dow not vacate the 
© reſt of the ſaid Commiſſion, or render it invalid ?* 


—And the Council, with the Proprietary's eldeſt Son 
at the Head, and Secretary Logan at the Rear of it, 
were ſo ſtartled at it, that, in order ta evade the laſt 


Inference, they found themſelves under a Neceſlity to 


return the following Anſwer. 


We of the Council, whoſe Names are hereunto. 
ſubſcribed, are of Opinion, that the ſaid Saving is 


void in itſelf And that thoſe Bills which the preſent 


Laws, and cauſe the Proprietary's great Seal to be 
affixed thereunto, cannot afterwards be vacated or 
annulled by the. Proprietary without Aſſent of the 
Aſſembly of this Province.“ 

The next Piece of Pradice to anſwer the ſame Pur- 
poſe that was found out, was to impoſe certain Con- 


ditions of Government on the Deputy, under the Pe- 


nalty of a certain Sum. This was firſt ſubmitted to 


by Keith, and has been a Rule to all his Succeſſors, 


with this Difference, that whereas the Penalty exact- 
ed from him was but 1000 J. Sterl. it has been ſince 


raiſed to 2, or 3000 JI. 
If ever the Caſe of this Colony ſhould come be- 


fore Parliament, which is not altogether improbable, 


no Don theſe Condicions will be called for: And 
if 


* 
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Lieutenant-Governor ſhall think fit to pals into. 
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80 An Hiſtorical REVIEW of the 
if they ſhould then be found irreconcileable with the 
Charter, and a Check upon the Legiſlative, alroge- 
ther unconſtitutional and illegal, the Wiſdom of the 
Nation will, no doubt, pronounce upon ſuch a Treſ- 
paſs according to the Heinouſneſs of it. 
Again: The Widow Penn, in her private Inſtruc- 
tions to Sir William Keith, having admitted and com 
plained, that the Powers of Legiſlature were lodged 
in the Governor and Aſſembly without ſo much as a 
Negative reſerved to the Proprietary when abſent, pro- 
ceeds to avow, that it was never intended by the Pro- 
prietary muſt be underſtood] the ſaid Governor and 
Aſſembly ſhould have the Exerciſe. of theſe Powers; 
as alſo to pronounce it a dangerous Invention of Keith's 
to enact Laws in Conjunction with the Aſſembly, and 
tranſmit them directly to the King's Miniſters with- 
out any ober Check: And then, after thus arrogant- 
ly interpoſing between the King and his Lieges of this 
Province, clenches the whole with the following In- 
Junction. * Therefore, for Remedy of this Grie- 
« vance, it is required, that thou adviſe with the 
Council, upon every Meeting or Adjournment of 
the Aſſembly which requires any Deliberation on 
the Governor's Part: That thou make no Speech, 
nor ſend any written Meſſage to the Aſſembly, but 
what ſhall be firſt approved in Council; that thou 
receive all Meſſages from them in Council, if prac- _ 
ticable at the Time: ; and ſhall return no Bills to 
the Houſe, without the Advice of the Council; 
nor paſs any whatſoever into a Law without the 
« Conſent of a Majority of that Board, Sc.“ 77785 
What, therefore, the Governor's Bond had not 
been ſufficient to obtain, this new Expedient was to 
extort. If the Governor would not act as required. 
he was thus to be diſabled from acting at all: And 
after ſo many various Frames of Government had 
been granted and regranted, Proprietary Will and 
Pleaſure was to be the laſt Reſort of all. 
In vain both Governor and Aſſembly freely and 
fully remonſtraged againſt ſuch an Innovation, 4 
: O 


„„ „ „ 6 5 
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Government ſuppoſed to be guarded by Charter againſt 
all Innovations whatſoever; more eſpecially ſuch as 
vere neither conſiſtent with the Rights of the People, 


the Powers already veſted in the Governor, or the 
Reſpect due to the Crown. | 

Logan diſcovered the Aſſembly were not authorized 
by Charter to adviſe, tho? they were to enact; becauſe 


the Word Advice was not to be found in That Ia gi- 
ven to them: That Governors were not to be truſted 


to act without Advice; conſequently the ſaid Expe- 


dient to bridle them was a good one; and if we 


Law ever ſince. _ | 

From what has been thus far recited, it is obvious, 
that the Proprietary of Penſilvania was of too little 
Conſideration here at Home, to be of, much Uſe to 


may judge by Events, his Sophiſtry has given the 


the Province either as a Protector or Advocate. And 


yet that he was there ſo much above the Level of his 
Freemen and Tenants, that, even in their legiſlative 
Capacity confederated with their Governor, they 
could hardly maintain their Rights they were ſo many 
Mays intitled to, againſt the Artifices and Encroach- 
ments of his Emiſfaries. 0 
Ass Lord of the Soil is the Light he is next to be 
conſidered in. 1 5 | 
The Charter Mr. Penn obtained of the Crown, 
comprehended a far greater Extent of Territory, than 
Ke thought fit to take up of the Indians at his firſt 
AF 5 | e 
And even in the very Infancy of his Colony, it was 
by Act of Aſſembly inconſiderately, becauſe uncondi- 
_ tionally, provided, that in Caſe any Perſon ſhould pre- 
| ſume to buy Land of the Natives within the Limits 
of the Ptovince, &c, without Leave firſt obtained 
from the Proprietary, the Bargain and Purchaſe ſo 
made ſhquld be void. red | TED 
" Rendered thus the only Purchaſer, he reckoned he 
might always accommodate himſelf at the Iadian Mar- 
ket on the fame Terms with what Quantity of Land 
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of it as he thought fit to diſpoſe of, were in a fair 


Way of being ſold off, he did not think it for his In- 
to incumber himſelf with more. 

This happened ſooner than he foreſaw ; tho? it 
muſt be acknowledged the Founders of few Cities 
appear to have had more Foreſight than he. The 
Growth of his Colony exceeded his moſt ſanguine 
Expectations; and, when ſucceſſive new Purchaſes 
came to be made, an Inconvenience by Degrees be- 


came manifeſt, which, perhaps, had not been thought 


of. before, or if thought of, had not been 50 


| againſt. 


Men who want a preſent Convenience muſt not be 
over-ſolicitous about future Contingencies; and, in 
general, we chuſe to be blind to ſuch Obſtacles as we 
tear we have not Strength enough to remove:—He 
that is too much a Huckſter often loſes a Bargain; as 
he that is too little ſo, often purchaſes a Law- Suit. 

It was no hard Matter to induce a Belief, that oc- 
caſional Treaties with the Indians, under the Pre- 
tence of keeping up the ſame brotherly Correſpond- 


ence which had been at firſt eſtabliſhed with them, 


were a neceſſary Meaſure of Government; nor to 
prevail with the Province, while this was under- 
ſtood the ſole e to bear the Expence of 
them 

But when it 3 as in Courſe of Time was 
unaveidable, that a Treaty and a Purchaſe went op 
together ; that the former was a Shoeing-Horn for 
the latter; that the Governor only made the Com- 


pliments, and the Aſſembly the Preſents, &c. it 


could not but appear alſo, that there muſt be ſome- 


what unfair in a Procedure where one paid all the 
Coſt, and the other ingtoſſed all the Profit: And 


that j it was high Time to put ſome Stop to a EraQjce 
ſo injurious to their Underſtandings. 5 bg 
It is not indeed neceſſary in private Life. to bar- 


| gain, that thoſe who purchaſe for their own Uſe and 
Advantage, ſhould pay the Price out of their own 


K but in N it is. 


Perſons / 


. Conſtitution, c. of Penſylvania. 83 
© Perſons who ſtand on the ſame Ground will inſiſt 
on the ſame Rights. And it is Matter of Wonder, 
when any one Party diſcovers Folly or Inſolence 
enough to demand or expect any Pre-Eminence over 
the other. | 

Whereas Prerogative admits of no > Rn ; and 
pre ſuppoſes, that Difference of Place alters the Uſe 
of Language, and even the very Nature of Things. 
Hence, though Protection is the Reaſon, and, 
conſequently, ſhould be the End of Government, 
we ought to be as much upon our Guard againſt our 

| Protedtors as againſt our Enemies. 

Power, like Water, is ever working its own. Way ; 
and wherever it can find or make an Opening, is 
alrogether as prone to TT whatever is N n 
to it. 

And tho? Matter of Right overlooked, may be 5. 
claimed and re- aſſumed at any Time, it cannot be 

too ſoon reclaimed and re- aſſumed. 

That Aſſembly then, which firſt diſcover'd this 
Lapſe, or which, at the Requiſition of their Conſti- 
tuents, firſt droge to retrieve it, did no more 
than their Duty: And the Precedent they ſer cannot 
be too cloſely followed. 

Again: The. Diſtinction made by Mr. Peamii in dike 

| Caſe of the Quit-Rents, between his two Capacities 
of Governor and Proprietary, had an Uſe, which even 
He, with all his Shrewdneſs, did not perhaps advert 
to, when it was made, or, at leaſt, expect it would i 
be adverted to by any Body elſmſee. 

Poor the Support of the Governor and Government, 
it muſt be recollected they were ſubmitted to; for the 
Support of the Proprietary, when abſent from his 

Government, and when the Government Charge was 
otherwiſe ſupported, they were paid —And as he and 
his Agents went on, not only to reſerve ſuch Rents 

out of all the Parcels of Lands they diſpoſed of, but 

even to riſe in their Demands, as the Value of Lands 35 

aroſe; fo it OY not but 1 That in Proceſs of 

J 13688 1076] G6 2 n mh 5 
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6. ate Hiſtorical REVIEW of the 


Time theſe Quit-Rents would of themſelves become 


an immenſe Eſtate. 


When, therefore, the Proprietary no longer acted 
as Governor, nor even reſided in the Province, or ex- 
pended a Fifth of his Income there, could it be ſup- 


poſed, That this Eſtate, thus obtained and thus per- 


verted from its original Purpoſe, ſhould not be liable, 
in common with all other Eſtates, to contribute to 


thoſe Charges it was firſt in the Intire allotted for, 


and the whole Amount of which it ſo many Fold ex- 


ceeds? 


No Property in England | is Tax-free : No Differ- n 


ence in the Amount, or Value of Property, makes 
any Difference in the Duty of Subjects: And no- 


thing is more conſonant to Reaſon, than that He who 
poſſeſſes moſt, Ne contribute moſt to the public | 


| Service. 


And yet, for want of a Folic Clauſe to declare 
their Property taxable, the preſent Proprietaries inſiſt 
on having it exempted from every public Obligation, 
and-upon charging the Difference on the Public, who, 
it cannot be too often remembered, gave it in the firſt 
Inſtance as the Price of an Exemption foes: all; ne 


: Taxes. 34 


Clear, however, it will be made to wery unpre- 


. Abs Mind, That ſuch a ſpecific Clauſe. neither is 
or ever was neceflary: And, that in Virtue of the 
inherent Right, as well as the Power and Authority 


repoſed in the Freemen to tax themſelves by Ways and 


Means of their own providing, all the Property of 
the Province lies indiſcriminately at their een i 
tion, fubject to an equal Taxation. | | 


The Paper-Currency of the Province 11 next e 


5 mentioned z and as That was out of Proſpect w 
the ſeveral Frames of Government were under Con- 
fideration, it could nas be eee in om of 
them. 


The ne "ay was, and ſo 54 to bs 


5 | ha many Years after, Gold and Silver of any Species 
5 by Welghts, at firſt in ſo irregular a Manner, and at 


ſuch 


2 ; & 
— 4 
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Conſtitution, Cr. of Penſylvania. 33 
ſuch uncertain Rates, as gave the Crafty many Op- 
portunities to prey upon the ignorant and neceſſitous; 
conſequently was productive of anne Em- 
barraſſment and Confuſion. 

By royal Proclamation, in the Fourth: of Queen 
Anne, the Rates and Values of all foreign Coins cur- 
rent in the Engliſb Colonies were limited and aſcer- 
tained; and, in her Sixth, the Contents of the ſaid 
Proclamation were enacted into a Law, which is ſtill 


in Force. 
But the annual Influe of theſe foreign Coins, 


through what Channel ſoever, or from whatſoever 


| Jou, by no Means anſwered the Demands of an- 
nual Iſſue. 
From England came all the Manufaktures conſumed 
in the Plantations; and all the Returns they could 
make by their Commodities ſent thither directly, or 
the Product of them at other Markets, fell far ſhort of 
the Ballance growing againſt them. 
The Defe&, therefore, was to be made good in 
Gold and Silver, and was ſo as long and as often as 
any could be found.—Every Colony, in its Turn, 
was, conſequently, drained of its Specie: And, as it 
is an Impoſſibility known and avowed, for any trading 
Community to ſubſiſt without ſome Medium of Cir- 
culation, every Colony | in its Turn was obliged to have 
Recourſe to the ſame Expedient of uttering Provin- 
cial Bills of Credit, and making them anſwer, as far 
as poſſible, all the topical Purpoſes of Gold and Sil- 
ver: By which their ſeveral Capitals were enlarged; 
the Gold and Silver became Commodities that could 
be ſpared for Exportation; and the Merchants at 
Home were paid in that Gold and Silver, without any 
Provincial Detriment. . 

Penſylvania, dewwyer if not : the very laſt, wa 
one of the laſt, which gave into it. It was not till 
the Yeat 1722 (Keith Governor) that they made their 
firſt Experiment; and even then they proceeded with 
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86 An ' Hiſtorical REVIEW of the 
Knowing, for Example, That the Danger of De- 
preciation was the only Danger they had to guard 
_ againſt, and that nothing but an over Quantity, De- 
fect of ſolid Security, and of proper Proviſion, to 
recall and cancel them, could create that Danger, 
they iſſued at firſt but 15,000 pounds: They made 
no Loans but on Land- ſecurity or Plate depoſited in 
the Loan-Office : They obliged the Borrowers to pay 
five per Cent. for the Sums they took up : They 
made their Bills a Tender in all Payments of all Kinds, 
on Pain of vacating the Debt, or forfeiting the Com- 
modity : To keep them as near as poſſible on a Par 
with Gold and Silver, They impoſed ſufficient Penal- 
ties on all thoſe who preſumed to make any Bargain 
or Sale upon cheaper Terms, in caſe of being paid 
in the one preferably to the other: They provided 
for the gradual Reduction of them, by enacting, 
That one Eighth of the Principal, as well as the 
whole Intereſt Money ſhould be annually paid. And 
it was not til] they were convinced by Experience of 
the Utility of the Meaſure, and the Inſufficiency of 
the Sum, that they adventured to iſſue 30, ooo Pounds 


PPA YE nn unn — 
—— 


* 


ing from it; ſuch the Inconveniency apprehended by 
every Body from the Scarcity of Money ſure to fol- 
low a too precipitate Diſcharge of the Loans; and 
ſuch the apparent Growth of the Province during this 
Interval, that, in the Year 1729 (Patrick Gordon 
Governor) it was thought adviſeable to encreaſe the 
Provincial Capital by a new Emiſſion of Bills, to the 
Amount of 30, ooo Pounds, and to render the Re- 
payments ſtill eaſier to the Borrowers by reducing 
| „them to one Sixteenth a Tear. 7 Wt 
Again: In the Year 1739 (George Thomas Gover- 
nor) Occaſion was taken from the Diſcoveries re- 
peatedly made, That theſe Provincial-Bills had been 
| | ? counterfeited, not only to call them all in, in order 
= to their being replaced with others of a new Impreſ- 
ſion, Sc. but alſo for the Reaſons before given, to 
e | PP iſſue 


| ? more. | 1 | 
| ip Such, moreover, was the Benefit apparently reſult. 
| 
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Conſtitution, Sc. of Penſylvania. 4 7 
iſſue the further Sums bf 11, 1 10 Pounds, five Shill- 
ings (which, added to the Sums already in Circula- 


tion, made their whole Capital amount to 80, ooo 
Pounds) to be current for ſixteen Years. 


Laſtly: Finding, That the like, or a greater dum, 


in Caſe the Province ſhould grow ſtill greater, would 


in all Probability be always neceſſary, the Aſſembly 


moreover provided, That fo faſt as any of the former 
Borrowers ſhould repay their Principal-Money, the 
Truſtees of the Loan-Office might re-emit the ſame 
Sums during the ſaid Term of ſixteen Years, on the 
ſame Conditions, either to them or others, without 


any new Authority for that Purpoſe. We 


„And, upon the Whole, it is to be obſerved, Thar 


the Aſſembly, in eſtabliſhing this Paper-Currency 3 


in taking upon themſelves, as Repreſentatives of the 
Province, to appoint the Truſtees and other Officers 


charged with the Adminiſtration of it; in providing, 
that the ſaid Truſtees and Officers ſhould be reſponſi- 


ble to the Province for their Conduct in it; and in 
reſerving to the Aſſembly, for the Time being, the 


Diſpoſition and Application of the annual Product, | 


met not with any fuch Objection from their Gover- 


nors, or the Proprietarics, or the Miniſtry here at 


Home, as could excite the leaſt Apprehenſion of any 


ſach Conteſt, as might either embroil the Province, 
| affect 1 Intereſt, or incommode the Government of 

it. | 

It is LIEN the Proprietaries and their Agents did, 


from the Beginning, diſcover a Repugnance to this 
Meaſure, till they found themſelves conſidered in it: 


Like the Snail with his Horns, they had no Senſations 
for the Province but what reached them through the 
Nerves of Power and Profit. Profit, though fanked 
laſt, they conſulted firſt; and when poſſeſſed of one 
Point, they thought they might wrangle more ſuc- 


cefafully for the other. 


If the Widow Penn acquieſced i in the Paper-Money | 


my yn by Keith, 8 reprimanded him for paſſing 
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them; and in a Manner forbid nien to pals! any. 1 
more. | 
Gerdon (Keith's Jocpetor having over and over 
again acknowledged his Conviction ot the Conveniencies 
ariſipg to the Province from a reaſonable Increaſe of 


their Paper Currency, gave the Aſſembly to under- 


ſtand, in ſo many Words, That nothing but the Gra- 
tification of the Proprietaries in the Affair of their 
Quit-Rents would prevent the Oppoſition they were 
otherwiſe to expect to the Act then before them in 


England. 


Zy ſpecial Contract with the ſeveral. Purchaſers, 
theſe Quit-Rents of theirs were to be paid in Steriing- 


Money: And, as it was impoſſible, by any Proviſion « 
' whatſoever, to make the Provincial Currency anſwer 


the univerſal Purpoſes of Gold and Silver, fo na 
Proviſion could hinder theſe Metals from having the 
Preference of Paper, To convert Paper into Specie 
or Bullion could not of Courſe but be attended with 
ſome Coſt : And hence the Proprietary-Remittances 
could not but come e — When, therefore, 
by the 80,000 Pounds Act, Paper was to become the 
Provincial Eftabliſhment, they wouid not allow their 
Share of the Provincial Advantage reſulting from it 


(which was, at leaſt, equal to That of the Province, 
as will hereafter become apparent) to be what it really 


was, an adequate Conkideration, but inſiſted, not only 


on having the Difference between Paper and Specie or 


Bulliiop made up to them, but that the Difference of 


Exchange ſhould, be made up to them alſo; or, in 


other Words, that the Pounds Sterling due to them in 
Paußylvania, ſhould. be paid to them Weit in Englend. 
In ſhort, the Sum of 1,200 Pounds was in this 
Manner extorted from the Province, together with an 
Anauity of 130 Pounds, to continue-during the: Cir- 
culation of thoſe Bills; which will ſerve to ſhew, at 
leaſt, That the Province could not be more ſtubborn, 


Z upon other + rh ee thao a 2 eee were le fin 


on This. 
There 


- Conſtitution, He. of Penſylvania. 9 

I There remains yet another Topic to be touched 
ppon. which will require a more tender Conſidera- 
tion from the Reader than ee it may Always 


End. 
Mr. Pau cath his F<5 yore were of that Set, who | 


call themſelves by the amiable and levelling Name of 

Friends; and who, having been at firſt opprobriouſly 

| called by that of Qualers, have been forced, by the 

Joint "Tyranny of nne and Cuſtom, to anſwer 
to it ever ſincce. 

Of Theſe, the Majority 8 along with thom a 
Seruple better accommodated ta the forming of a So- 
ciety and preſerving it in Peace, than to the protecting 
it from thoſe Inſults and Depredations which Pride 
and Luſt of Dominion have at all Periods committed 
on their weaker Neighbours ; and from the Viſita- 
tion of which, na Syſtem of Politics, Morals, or 
Religion, hath as yet been able to preſerve Man- 
kind. 

All chitin Views, Purpoſes and aa wers | 
narrowed, therefore, to the Forms and Ules of Civil 
Life; and to link the ſeveral Parts of their own little 
| Community i in che moſt expedient Manner together. 
Nor, indeed, had They at that Time any other 

Object before them : Alike to wage- War againſt 
any Power in Alliance with England, and to corre- 
ſpond with any Power at War with Her, was ex- 
_ preſly forbid both ta the Proprietary and the Province 
by the Fiftecnth Section of the Royal Charter. . 
The French were too feeble in Americas and too re⸗ | 
: mote from Penhlvaniæ to be then apprehended. The 
Provinecs adjacent were Branches from the fame Roq;, 
and reſponſible for their Conduct to the ſame Laws z 
and the Indians, from the very Beginning, had been 
conſidered and treated as equally the Joon of one com 
mon Father. 

Land wanted by us was a Prog to wks The 
Province, then to be allotted, peopled and cultivated, 
had nat been wreſted from them by Violence, bur pur- 
Pane for * Conſideration. In the Contracgk 


between 
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between the Proprietary and his Sub-Adventurers, all 
poſſible Care had been taken, That no Cauſe of Com- 
plaint ſhould be adminiſtered: to them: In Trade 
they were not to be over- reached or impoſed upon : 


” In their Perſons they were not to be inſulted or abuſed : 
And, in Caſe of any Complaint on either Side, the 
Subject-Matter was to be heard by the. Magiſtrates. 


in Concert with the Indian Chief, and decided by a 


mixed Jury of Indians and Planters. : 


| The ſame Regard to Conſcience which led i into this 


Wilderneſs adhered to them afterwards;.and having 


thus reſolved and provided, never to be Aggreſſors, 


and not being ene ney left the Reſt to Pro- 
vidence. Foes ; 


Governed by Princip! e in all Things, and be- 
lieving the Uſe of Arms to be unlawful, the Caſe of 
Defence 9 Arms could not come within __ | 
Plan. | 
But then as their Community was „ leſt open to 


Chriſtians of all Perſuaſions, and the Conditions of 
Union could be abhorrent to none, They might well 


preſume on being joined by Numbers, which has ſince 
happened accordingly, who, being void of ſuch Scru- 


ples, might be eaſi.y induced, for proper Conſi- 
derations, to take that Difficulcy out of their Hands. 


And, as to military Service, under all Engliſb Te- 
nures wharſoever, no. Man could be compelled to 
ſerve in Perſon, who made 1 it his Choice to ſerve w_ | 


Proxy, 


Add to all this: That William Penn himſelf ies 


not appear to have been under the Dominion of theſe 
Scruples; he having taken Care in his Charter from 


the Crown (Sekt. 16.) to be inveſted with all the 


Powers ever beſtowed on a Captain- General (which 
were alſo to deſcend to his Heirs and Aſſigns) *© to levy, 


* muſter, and train all Sorts of Men of what Condition 
ſoever or whereſoever born, and to make War and 


into the Province, as well by Sea as Land, even 
without the: Limits of the. ſaid 9 and, by 
f ; | | . © God's | 


to purſue ſuch Enemies as ſhould make Incurfions 


Condit Ge. of Penſylvania. 9r 


8 God's nee to ann and take them,” 
Sc. 

And, laſtly, if ever involved in the Quarrels of 
the Mother- Country, and obliged to take their Share 
of the common Duty and the common Danger, They 


might reaſonably hope for all the Protection from 


thence they might ſtand in nerd of, on the Condition 
of contributing all that was in their Power, conſiſtent 
with their Principles, to-ards it. 

This they have occaſionally done from Colonel 
Fletcher's Time downwards; and They would have 
done more, if the Proprietary Calls and thoſe of their 
Deputies had not put it out of their Power. 

Allowing, therefore, That this unreſiſting Princi- 


ple would have been a Soleciſm in the Conſtruction of | 
an independent State, it was not, provincially ſpeak- 8 


ing, deſtitute of proper Palliatives. 
At leaſt, Scruple of Conſcience is at all Times, 


and in all Caſes, leſs blameable than the wanton Ex- 
periments tried upon the Province even by the Pro- 


prietary's own Agents: Firſt to ſcatter Terrors among 
the peaceable Inhabitants, and then to plead the Ne- 


ceſſity of a military Force from the Effects of their own 


wicked Devices. 

- Of this Nature was the falſe Alarm raiſed in the 
Queer s Time by Evans and Legan. A Fact which 
ſtands charged againſt them, in the Records of the 
Aſſembly, at this very Day; and which, as often as 

recollected, will ever ſuggeſt a Fear, That a Meaſure, 
fo unwarrantably contended for, would, if obtained, 
be as unwarrantably made Uſe of. 

We have now ſuch a Summary of the State of 
Penſylvania from its Origin, before us, as may render 
every Branch of the Controverſy ſtill depending, fa- 
miliar to us: And, as Facts are beſt ſeen and under- 


ſtood in Order of Time as they occurred, we mall do | 


our beſt to follow the Thread as it lies. 


In April, 1740, when the Paper Currency of the 
, nee had been juſt encreaſed, as above ſpecified, 
8 to > $0,000 Pounds, and eſtabliſhed for ſixteen Years, 
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the Merchants trading to the Eaſtern Colonies -of 
America, took Occaſion to complain to the Houle of 
Commons of the Inconveniences and Diſeouragements 
brought on the Commerce of Great Britain in thoſe 
Parts, by the exceſſive Quantities of Paper Money 


there iſſued, and the depreciated Condition thereof, 


for Want of proper Funds to ſupport its Credit, 
The Hauſe, by Way of Palliative, addreſſed the 
Throne to put a temporary Stop to the Evil, by in- 
ſtructing the ſeveral Governors, not to give their Af 
fent to any farther Laws of that Nature, without 


= expreſs Proviſo, That they ſhould. not take Ef- 
feet, till his Majeſty's Approbation had been firſt ob- 


rained. 

Such Inſtructions were accordingly ſent: and thoſe 
to the Governor of Penſylvania were dated Auguſt 
21, 1740. "Notwithſtanding all which, the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations (having already in their Hands 


a full and clear Account of the Currency as eſta- 


bliſhed. by the 80,000 Pounds Act, as alſo of the 
Rates of Gold and Silver, from the Year 170d to 
the Year 1739; and having been moreover con- 


vinced, by the Merchants trading to that Province, 


that ſuch a Sum was not only realonable but necefſary 
for carrying on the Commerce of the Country) 


thought fit to recommend the ſaid Act, to the 
Royal Acceptance and Ratification; and ten Days 
afterwards the Lords Juſtices paſſed it into a Law. 


re the Affair ſlept for ſeveral Years, except that . 
the Aſſembly, in Conformity to an Order, which ac- 
companied the Inſtructions juſt mentioned, cauſed a 


ſecond State of their Currency to be tranſmitted the 


following Year to the Lords of Trade: And before 
it was again reſumed in Parliament, the feveral inci- | 
dents, next to be recited, took Place. 

When the Attempt upon Cartbagena was Ude 


Conſideration, the Northern Colonies wers called upon 
_ furniſh» Soldiers for that Service, and Penhylvania 


among the Reſt. The Aſſembly was at that Time 


8 


| 3 i had m—_— generally deen; conſe- | 
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quently this Demand could not but be productive of 
Scruples and Difficulties in Point of Conſcience > - 

That, however, they might diſcharge all Obligations 
at once, they voted 4000 Pounds for the King's Uſe, 
and the Governor took. upon himſelf to raiſe the | 
Soldiers. 

his was a Duty of Office; and, if he had if 
; charged it properly, what would have given univerſal 
Satisfaction. The Labour of the Plantations is per- 
formed chiefly by indented Servants, brought from 
| Great Britain, Ireland and Germany; nor, becauſe of 
the high Price it bears, can it be performed any 
other Way. Theſe Servants are purchaſed of the 
Captains who bring them; the Purchaſer, by a 
politive Law, has a legal Property in them during 
the Term they are bound for; can ſell or bequeath 
them; and, like other Chattels, they are liable to be 
ſeized for Debts. Out of theſe, nevertheleſs, did the 
Governor make his Levies. A Ferment enſued : The 
Ovners were tenacious of their Rights: The Governor 
ſtood upon Prerogative as Paramount to all: The 
Diſpute was brought into the Courts; and ſuch was 
the Terror of Power, that the Aggrie ved were forced 


to repair to New-York for Advocates. 


The Aſſembly, ſeeing no other Remedy, thought 
thetnſelves bound to defend the Rights of their Con- 
ſtituents; and did defend them accordingly, by re- 
fuſing to part with their Supply, unleſs the Servants 
ſo unjuſtly taken from their Maſters were reſtored. 
The Governor was obſtinate, and fo the Money was, 
at laſt, applied, as it ought, to en them for: 
the injury they had ſuſtained, 

That, however, they might not be miſrepreſented 
or miſunderſtood at Home, as deficient in Zeal for 
the Public, or backward to contribute to the Service, - 
they came the next Year to the following Vote: 
To it, The Houſe, taking into Conſideration the 
* many Faxes their Fellow - Subjects in Great - Britain 
are obhged to pay towards ſupporting the Dignity 
1 A the. Crown and eerying abe and con- 
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t tingent Charges of Government, and willing to de- 
monſtrate the Fidelity, Loyalty and Affection of the 
Inhabitants of this Province to our gracious Sove- 


reign, by bearing a Shire of the Burden of our Fel- 

8 low Subjects, proportionable to our Circumſtances, 
do, therefore, cheerfully and unanimouſly Reſolve, 

That 3,000 Pounds be paid for the Ule of the King, 
«* his. Heirs and Succeſſors, to be applied to ſuch Uſes 
as he, in his Royal Wiſdom, ſhall think fit to direct 
and appoint.” And the ſaid 3000 Pounds was 
afterwards paid into his Majeſty's Exchequer by the 
Agent of the Province accordingly. A Free Gift, if 
ever there was one, from Subject to Sovereign ; and, 

however ſmall, a ſufficient Voucher for the good In- 


tentions of thoſe who made it! 


In the Beginning of the Year 1745, the Project 
againſt Louiſburgh, "having been carried in the Aſſem- 


* bly of New-England by a ſingle Vote only, was im- 


parted to the Aſſembly of Penſylvania by Governor 
Shirley, with a Defire, That they would contribute 
thereto :: But though: they could not be prevailed 
upon to take any Part in an Enterprize which to them 
appeared ſo deſperate, they voted 4000 Pounds in 


Proviſions for the Refreſhment and Support of the 


brave Troops who had taken the Place, as ſoon as it 
was known they were in on of it, and or ſuch 
Suppl es were wanting. | 

In the Beginning of che Year 1746, he Miniſters 
aff. ed to entertain a Project for the Reduction of 
Canada. By Letters fm the Secretary's Office dated 
April 6, the Northern Colonies were ſeverally called 
upon to contribute their. reſpective. Quotas towards It ; 
which they cheerfully concurred in doing, ſeduced by 
their lntereſts and their Inclinations into! a Belief, that 


the whole Line of our Colonies would not be thus 


agitated, nor their Indian Allies induced to take up 
the Hatchet in Conjunction with them, merely by 


bee ay of Feint to facilitate a Peace. 


Forces were every where raiſed by the land Gover- 


bo, a. . the . of Fenhivania voted 5000 


Pounds 
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Pounds for the King's Uſe, or, in other Words, as 


their Contingent for this pretended national Service. — 
The Money ſo voted being more than their Revenue 


could furniſh, they propoſed to raile it by an Addition 
of the like Sum to their Paper Currency: In which 


Caſe the King would be ſerved, the provincial Capi- 
tal would be ſo far enlarg'd, and the Intereft ariſing 
from it would in a due Proportion of Time, 8 


the Principal. 


And here began he firſt Diſpute detmeen the Go- 
vernor and the Aſſembly on this Topic: The Gover- 
nor pleaded the Inſtruction of 1740 as a Reaſon, why 


he could not bring himſelf to ſuch a Pitch of Bold 
eſs as he apprehended was neceſſary to the Contraven- 


tion of it; and therefore urged them, to find out ſome 


Method leſs exceptionable for raiſing the ſaid Sum: 
And they, willing to comply as far as poſſible with his 
Scruples, ſo far receded from their Point to that Time 
as to iſſue it out of the Money dormant in the Loan- 
Office for exchanging torn and illegible Bills, and to 


replace it by a new Emiſſion of Bills to the ſame A- 


mount, to be ſunk out of the Product of the Excite 
in ten Vears. Upon which the Governor waved the 


Inſtruction, and paſſed the Bill; five hundred Men 


were raiſed and ſupported by it, for near 18 Months, 


employed chiefly in defending the! Frontiers of New- 
York, when the Expedition at length was dropt and _ 
Troops diſbanded. 


A formal Bill to 8 the 1 Colonies i in 


general, from iſſuing Paper Bills of Credit, it muſt 


be obſerved, had been brought into Parliament, but 
not perfected; ; and in the Lear 1748 again: Upon 
which Occaſion the next Governor of Penhlvania, 


James Hamilton, Eſq; in a Meſſage to the Aſſembly 


in October 1749, made Ule of the following remarka- 
ble Expreſſions. I take it for granted we are all 
« ſenſible of the miſchievons, Tendency of the Bill that 


vas brought into Parliament the laſt Year to regu- 
* late, ang, n Paper __ of Credit in.the Plan- 
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* rations (in which there was a Clauſe to enforce the 
Orders of the Crown in his Majeſty's American Do- 
© minions) and it is not improbable, that ſomethipg 


- © of the ſame Kind may be offer'd in the enfuing 


© Seffion. I perſuade myſelf you will give your A- 
gent full Inſtructions upon this Subject, in caſe it 
* ſhould become neceſſary for him to oppoſe it: The 
© honourable Proprietaries at that Time labour'd and 
with Succeſs to avert the Miſcbiefs that threaten d 
this Province from the paſſing of the ſaid Bill; and 
© Thave it in Command from them to aſſure you of 
© their Aſſiſtance upon all future Occaſions, wherein 
© the Welfare and Happineſs of the People of this 
Province may be concernedꝙꝓ. 


This had a favourable Appearance towards as = 


Province, and from hence it might well be ſuppos'd, 
that the Iſſues from this Source would never be pro- 
ductive of any deep or taſting Strife. 
But tho? the Springs had not as yet broke out with 

any Violence, they were working their Way under 

Ground.—The growing Charge of Indian Affairs, 
which lay wholly on the Province, and which on the 

Head of Purchaſes, as before explained, was produc- 
tive of great Advantages to the Preprie/aries, began 
to be the Subject of public Complaint : And by theſe 
Suggeſtions of the Importance of the Proprietaries at 
Home, the People were to be taught the Danger of 
diſobliging them. 0 5 1 
But if this was their View, it did not anſwer: The 
Aſſembly had too much Diſcernment to be diverted 
from the Object before them by the Inter poſition of 
another, how dextrouſly ſoever the Trick was per- 
 form'd; and therefore proceeded, notwithſtanding, 

to take this Affair into Conſider atio. 

It is · ſcarce neceſſary to intimate, That the Gover - 
nor, and the Creatures of the Government, did all they 

could, not only to diſcourage them in it, but alſo to 
convince them, in Effect, that, according to the uſual 
Current of the World, all Advantages are the Pre- 
8 15 e roga- 


: James HautL rox, E/q. Dep. Governor. 97 : 


rogative of thoſe above, and all Burdens the Inheritance 
of thoſe below. This may indeed be agreeable to the 


uſual Current of the World: But then as ſuch Doc- _ 
trines are not over-palatable any where, ſo, in a free 


Government like Penſyſvania, it was not to be thought 


they would be ſwallow'd at all. They were neither to 
be convinced nor diſcouraged it feems : On the con- 
trary, they perſevered ; they examined; they reported; 


they reſolv'd ; and at laſt apply'd to the Proprietaries, 
to do what Equity requir'd, by taking a Share of the 


Charge upon themſelves, | 
The Proprietaries, on the other Hand, announced 


in their Reply, © That they did not conceive them- ' 


ſelves to be under any ſuch Obligation, even tho? the 
People had been taxed for the Charges of Govern- 
ment: That as rot one Shilling had been levy'd 
on the People for that Service, it was ſo much leſs 
reaſonable in the People to aſk any Thing of them : 


That they had, notwithſtanding, charg'd themſelves. 


with paying their Interpreter even much moie than 
could re due to him on their Account, and were alſo 
then at the Expence of maintaining his Son with a 
Tutor in the Indian Country, to learn their Language 


and Cuſtoms for the Service of the Country; as well 


as of ſundry other Charges on Indian Affairs: That 
they had been at conſiderable Expence for che Ser- 
vice of the Province both in England and there: That 
they pay the Indians for the Land they purchaſe: And 


that they are no more obliged to contribute to the 


pub ic Charges than any other Chief Governor of any 
other Colony.“ | 1 25 


ſpectfully repreſented, That the preſerving a good 
Underſtanding with the Indians was more for the In- 
tereſt of the proprietary Eſtate than that of any other 
Eſtate in the Province, as it gave the Proprietaries an 


Opportunity of purchaſing Lands on the Frontiers at 


a low Price, and ſelling them at a high one, which 
8 otherwiſe be impracticable: rs T are 
the Obligations of Juſtice and Equity being ſtronger 

5 | Leun! by 


than thoſe of Law, they were certainly 


Ia Anſwer to this, the Aſſembly, May 175 1, re- 


them 
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them to contribute to the Expence of thoſe Indian 
'Freaties and Preſents by which the good Underftand- 
ing be berge to them was maintain'd: That tho” 
Taxes in Form, for the immediate Support of the 
Proprietaries Subſtitute, and for defraying the Charges 
of theſe Indian Treaties, had not of late Years been 
impos'd on the Province, the Charge of all (by the 
Intereſt of the Paper-Money, which was a virtual 
Tax, the Exciſe, which was a real one, producing about 
' 3000 l. per Annum, and the Tax arifing from Li- 
cences of various Kinds, amounting yearly to a Sum 
not inconſiderable, and appropriated wholly to the Go- 
vernor's Support,) was. paid by the Province : That 
the Afembly had always paid the Indian Interpreter 
for his public Services to his full Satisfaction: That 
they believ'd future Aſſemblies would not fail to do 
whatever could be reaſonably expected from them in 
regard to his Son, when he ſhould be qualify'd to ſuc- 
ceed him; as alſo to diſcharge all juſt Debts for 
Expences properly chargeable to the Province, whe- 
ther incurr'd there or in England, whenever the Ac- 
counts ſhould be exhibited : That by the Act forbid- 
ding all but the Proprietaries to purchaſe Lands of 
the Indians, they had obtained a Monopoly of the 
Soil, conſequently ought to bear the whole Charge of 
every Treaty for ſuch Purchaſes, as the Profit was to 
be wholly theirs : That their paying for Land (bought 
as was conceived much cheaper on Account of the 
provincial Preſents accompanying thofe Treaties) was 
not a ſatisfactory Reaſon, why they ſhould not bear a 
Part of the Charge of ſuch other Treaties as tended 
to the common Welfare and Peace of the Province: 
And that, upon the whole, as the Intereſts of the 
Proprietaries were ſo conſtantly intermixed more or 
leſs, with thoſe of the Province, in all Indian Trea- 
ties, and, as it appeared the Proprietaries thought they 
paid more than their Share, while the People thought 
they paid abundantly too much, They apprehended 
the ſureſt Way to prevent Diſſatisfaction on all Sides, 
would be to fix a certain Proportion of the Ree Js 


E 
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of all future Provincial Treaties with the Judians, to 
be paid by the Proprietaries and Province reſpectively: 
Which, not only as a Propofal equitable in itſelf, 
bur conducive alfo to preſerve that Union and Har- 
mony between the Proprzetaries and People fo evident- 
ly advantageous to both, they hoped, would, on fur- 
ther Conſideration, be agreed to.” = 
How this was receiv*d we ſhall ſee in its Place. 
The Aſſembly proceeded ſoon after, to take into 
Conſideration the Growth of the Province, and the 
State of their Commerce; and finding both to be ſuch 
as required an Extenſion of their Paper Currency, on 
the ſame Grounds and for the ſame Ends as at firſt 
gave riſe to it, unanimouſly reſolved to ſtrike an ad- 
diitional Sum of 20, ooo l. in order to replace defec- 
tive Bills, and increaſe the provincial Capital, in Pro- 
portion to the Increaſe of Inhabitants; as alſo to 
re-emit and continue the Sums already in Circulation. 
A Bill was accordingly prepared in January, 1753, 
and ſent up to the Governor (Hamilton) for his Con- 
currence. But tho” that Gentleman was a Native of 
the Province, with rather better Qualifications for his 
Poſt, and, as may be ſuppoſed, more Affection for 
the People than is common with Governors, he had 
his Reaſons for not ſeeing this Provincial Point in the 
fame Light that the Province did, and therefore re- 
turned the Bill in a Day or two, with his Negative up- 
on it: Qualify'd indeed with Expreſſions of Concern 
for his ſo differing in Opinion with them, but founded 
in the Diflike rais*d in Britain by the late too general 
and ændiſtinguiſbing Complaints againft the Plantation 
Bills of Credit, which render'd the Tim? very unjea- 
fonable for any Application to the Crown concerning 
the Extenſion or Re-emiſſion of theirs ; and fortify d 
by a Caveat, which ſounded ſo much the more plau- 
_ _fiblyas it ſeem'd to be drawn from their own Premi- - 
ſes, namely, that the many Advantages they derived 
from the Uſe of Paper: Money ought to make them 
extremely careful, how they took any Step which 


mipht' poſſibly endanger it. 
eee TP The 
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The Aſſembly, on the other Hand, gladly faſten'd d 
on an Acknowledgment ſo expreſs in favour of the 


Thing; and, from the fame Senſe of it, declar'd 
themſelves to be equally careful with the Governor in 
the Conduct and Direction of it: But having ſo done, 
they went on to ſay, That as they did not think the 
Diſlike rais'd in Britain of the Plantation-Bills, was 
ſo general and undiſtinguiſhing, or {till ſo warmly ſub- 
ſiſted as the Governor ſeemed to apprehend, ſo neither 
did they conceive the Time to be unſeaſonable for an 
Application to the Crown about theirs: That they 
were equally concerned with the Governor for their 
Difference of Opinion, and that they might not ſeem 
to act too erte et. in an Affair of ſuch Impor- 
tance, they cho 
fore they took his Objection into Conſideration.“ 
Adjourn they did accordingly; and at their next 
Meeting, which was towards the End of May the ſame 
Year, found themſelves earneſtly preſſed by a Meſ- 


ſage from the Governor on one Hand, concerning 
Tndian-Afﬀairs, and on the other by Petitions from a 
conſiderable Number of Inhabitants, for a farther Ad- 


dition to their Paper Money, ſupported by a Variety 


of Allegations of the moſt intereſting and affecting . 


a | 44> | 
The Governor's Meſſage, whether premature or not 
will beſt appear from the Sequel, prepared the Houſe 
to expect, That the Country of Allegbem ſituate on the 
Waters of the Obio, partly within the Limits of Pen- 


Hlvania, partly within thoſe of Virginia, already was, 


or ſoon would be invaded by an Army of French and 
Indians from Canada: In which Caſe the Indians in- 
habiting there, who were a Mixture of the Six Na- 
tions, Shawoneſe, Delawares, and Twigtwees lately re- 


commended as Allies to the Province by the ſaid Six 


Mations, would be obliged to leave the Country, and 
his Majeſty's Subjects trading with them would be 
cut off, &c. &c. unleſs timely warned by the Meſſen- 
gers ſent to them by himſelf for that Purpoſe: That 
Montour, an Interpreter, had heard the French De- 


_ Claratio o 


e to make a ſhort Adjournment, be- 
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claration delivered, and the Reply of the Iadians which 
was firm and reſolute, but not to be rely*'d upon as they 
were in Want of all Things.“ So far was Matter of 
Intelligence. The reſt was pathetic Repreſentation of 
Dangers and Miſchiefs to be apprehended on their own 
Frontiers, and Exhortations to enable him to give the 
ſaid Indians Aſſiſtance anſwerable to their Exigencies. 
And upon the Heels of this Meſſage the Governor 
alſo communicated to them the Anſwer of the Proprie- 
taries to the Repreſentation of the Aſſembly above 
exhibited ; and which, if purpoſely calculated to di- 
vide the Province and inflame the Animolities already 
kindled, could not have been better framed or better 
timed for thoſe fatal Purpoſes. | „ 
Profeſſions of Attachment to the true and real In- 
tereſt of the Province, of ſparing no Coſt or Pains 
whenever it ſnould appear to them neceſſary to ad- 
vance it, and acting ſuch a Part in cogſidering the 
Matter of the Repreſentation as all dihinteręſted Per- 
ſons ſhould think juſt, they fer out with. And, hav- 
ing made this Ground for themſelves, they proceed 
to charge the Aſſembly with being actuated by ill- 
Will ro them on one Hand, and a Deſire to ingratiate 
themſelves with the weaker Part of the Electors on the 
Other, In the next Paragraph they ſay, * After we had 
ordered our Governor to give you the Anſwer which 
he did, to your former Application, we had no reaſon 


© to expect a Repetition of the Application dire&tly 


© to ourſelves, as you might well ſuppoſe we had con- 
*«< ſidered the Matter before we had returned our firſt 
< Anſwer, and the repeating the Requeſt could only 
produce the repeating the Anſwer, the Occaſion 
for which does not appear to us. It is poſſible, 
that one Purpoſe may be in order to ſhew more 
$- publickly this Difference in Opinion between us and 
« yourſelves; and if that was ever intended it will be 
convenient we ſhould ſet this Matter in a clear 
Light (altho* it may make our Anſwer longer than 
ve could wiſh) that the true State of the Matter 
may appear. 5 ELD. - 
Ss ay They 
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hey then urge the Authority of the Board of 


Trade in Juſtification of their former Aſſertion, that 
they were no more obliged to contribute to the public 
Charges, than the chief Governor of any ether Colo- 
ny: They will not allow that their honoured Father 
had any Aſſiſtance from the People in making his 
Purchaſes, or that there is the leaſt Colour for preſſing 
them ſo unſeaſonably to contribute to the public 
Charge, ſecing that the ſaid Charge did not much ex- 
| ceed one half of the Revenue,—And they not _ 
return to their firſt Charge, that the Aſſembly by fo 
doing, could only mean to captivate the weakeſt of 
the People, and ſo by their Aſſiſtance. continue to 
hold their Seats in the Aſſembly, but farther, cite as 
ſo many Proofs, the Time of making their firſt Re- 
preſentation, which was juſt before an Election: Their 
printing the Report and moſt extraordinary Reſolutions 
on which the ſaid Repreſentation was founded, which 
ſeemed to argue it was rather intended as an Addreſs 
to them the ſaid Populace than to the Proprietaries, 
and the ſolemn Repetition of the ſame Requeſt as if 
it was a Matter of great Value and Importance. 
Take the next Article in their own Words. 
* Wherefore, on this Occaſion, it is neceſſary that we 
_ + ſhould inform the People, through yourſelves. their 
© Repreſentatives, that, as by the Conſtitution, our 
© Conſent is neceſſary to their Laws, at the ſame Time 
that they have an undoudied Right to ſuch as are a- 
© ceſſary for the Defence and real Service of the Coun · 
try; ſo, it will tend the better to facilitate the ſe- 
« yeral Matters which muſt be tranſacted with us, for 
their Repreſentatives to ſhew a Regard to us and our 
© Iztereft: For, conſidering the Rank which the 
Cron has been. pleaſed to give us in Penhlvania, 
ve ſhall expe? from the People's Repreſentatives, - 
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on all Occaſions, a Treatment ſuitable thereto; and 
that whilſt we de/ire to govern the Province accord- 
ing to Law onf, they ſhould be as careful to ſup- 
port our [ntereſts, as we ſhall always be to ſupport 


theirs.“ 


Re- 
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Recurring again tothe Revenue, they affect to be 
truly concern'd for being obliged to acquaint the Pub- 
lic with a State of it, ſettle that State at 6000 J. a 
Year, ariſing from the Exciſe and the provincial Bills : 
Again aſſert, that the annual Expence of Govern- 
ment for a Series of Years, including Indian Charges, 
amounts to little more than half that Sum : And thar 
of all this Revenue, about 4007. a Year has, on an 
Average, for twenty Years paſt (and great Part of that 
Time during War) been expended in Preſents to the 
Indians and Charges on that Account, which they 
could not conceive to be a /arge Sum, compared with 
that Revenue, the Manner of its being raiſed, and 
ſo important a Service as that of keeping the united 
Nations of Indians in the Intereſt of Great- Britain, 
They then talk of the Taxes paid by their Family 
here at Home, as an equivalent to the Indian Arti- 


cle; and then proceed in the following remarkable 


Terms. * And at the ſame Time that we ſhew you 
that we do pay all other Taxes here, that on Land 
only excepted, we muſt adviſe you to be very care- 
ful, not to put People here in Mind of that ſingle 
© Exemption. Several Propoſals have been made for 
 £© laying Taxes on North America, and it is molt eafy 
© to foreſee, that the ſelf- ſame Act of Parliament that 
© ſhall lay them on our, will alſo lay them on your 
Eſtates, and on thoſe of your Conſtituents.” 20 
In the next Article, having deny'd, that the Aſ- 
ſembly had always paid the Interpreter to his Satiſ- 
faction, and inſiſted that they themſelves had grati- 
fied him when the Aſſembly had refuſed to pay him 
what he thought his Services deſerved ; they add, in 
a higher Tone: However, with reſpect to any Ex- 
pences of that Sort, and many others here, we en- 
< tered into them without any Expectation of being 
© repaid, and ſhould think it far beneath us to fend 
the Accounts of them to the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives, as your Agents employed by yourſelves might 
do, for the Expences incurred by them.“ z 


Ha4 ' Pre- 
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8 in the ſame Stile, they ſay i in 5 next 


Article, We do not conceive that any Act of Aſſem- 
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bly does, or can eſtabliſh what you call a Mono- 
poly in us for the Purchaſe of Lands: We derive 
no Right or Property from any ſuch Law: Ir is un- 
der the King's Royal Charter that we have the ſole 
Right to make ſuch Purchaſes,” „ 

It is fit the laſt five Articles ſhould be inſerted i in- 


tire; and they are verbatim as follows, viz. 


e SALES SN 


12. Your Aſſertion that Treaties for Land are 
made at a leſs Expence to us, on Account of Pro- 
vincial Preſents being given at the ſame Time, does 
not appear to us to be founded on Fact: The laſt 
Purchaſe was made on no other Account, but pure- 
ly to ſave the Province the Expence of making 
another Preſent to ſome Indians, who came down 


after the Time that the principal Deputation had 


received the Preſents intended for the whole, and 
were on their Return back; and the Land was 
bought very dear on that Account. Other Treaties 
for Land have been made when provincial Preſents - 


have not been given; and we do not or ever did 


deſire that the Inhabitants ſhould bear any Part of 


the Expence of Indians, who come down ſolely at 


our Requeſt to conſent to the Sale of Lands, unleſs 
they ſtay on other public Buſineſs alſo; and when- 
ever they have come down on both Accounts, we 


are ſenſible the Expence has been divided i ina Man- 


ner very favourable to the Publ:ck. | 

13. We are far from deſiring to avoid contfhur- 
ing to any public Expence which it is reaſonable, we 
ſhould bear a Part of, altho* our Eſtate is not, by 
Law, liable to be canes; As we have already been, 


ſo we doubt not we.ſhall always be, at a far greater 


Expence in attending the Affairs of the Province, 


than our Eſtate could be taxed at, if all the Eſtates 
in the Province were rated to the public Charges, 


which would be the only fair Way of- eſtabliſhing 
a Proportion. If we were willing to conſent to any 
ſuch Matter, the Value of our Eſtate, and of the 
; 5 « Eſtates 
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« Eſtates of all the Inhabitants, ought to be conſider- 
ed, and the whole Expence proportionably laid up- 
© on the whole Value; in which Caſe, you will find, 
that the Expence which we voluntarily ſubmit to, 
out of Affection to the Inhabitants, is much more 
than ſuch our Proportion fo laid would amount to: 
«< Beſides theſe general Expences, the firſt of us ſent 
Cannon, at his own Charge, to the Amount of above 
Four hundred Pounds Sterling, for the Defence of our 
City of Philadelphia, neglected by a late Houſe of 
= 
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Repreſentatives ; which, alone, is ſuch a Sum, as 
the Proportion of a Tax on our Eſtate would not 
in many Years amount to. And, as this is the Caſe, 
< we are not diſpoſed to enter into any Agreement 
with the Houſe of Repreſentatives for Payment of 
any particular Proportion of Indian or other public 
Expences, but ſhall leave it to them (to whom it of 
Right belongs) to provide for ſuch Expences, as 
they ſhall judge neceſſary for the public Service., 
14. As you deſire to appear willing on your Parts, 
to eaſe your Conſtituents of a ſmall Part of the 
Indian Expence, by throwing it upon us, we ſhall, 
on our Part, and hereby do recommend it to you 
to give them a real and far greater Relief, by tak- 
ing off a large Share of that only Tax which is 
borne by them. As the general Expence amounts 
to little more than Three thouſand Pounds a Year, 
we conceive it may very well be provided for out 
of the Intereſt of the Paper-Money, and one half 
of the preſent Exciſe; eſpecially, if. we ſhall be 
induced, from the State of your Trade (which we 
expect ſoon to receive) to conſent to an Encreaſe of 
your Paper-Currency. This would eaſe the Inha- 
bitants of about Fifteen hundred Pounds a Year, 
which would be felt by many of them, when they 
would not be ſenſible of the Trifle you propoſe we 
ſhould contribute to the public Expences. We 
have directed the Governor to conſent to ſuch a Law 
when you ſhall think fit to preſearit to him. 


KM K a A 6G K KK GE a 6G Ka A GH A 


8 Wo 


106 An Hiſtorical REVIEW, &c, 

© 15. As we ſhall ever, in the firſt Place, endea- 
vour to promote the real Intereſts of the good Peo- 
© ple of Penſilvania; we make no Doubt of preſerv- 
ing an Union and Harmony between us and them, 


* unleſs Men of warm or uneaſy Spirits ſhould un- 


© happily procure themſelves to be elected for Repre- 


ſentatives, and ſhould, for the ſupporting of their 
© own private Views, or Intereſts, influence their 


© Brethren, otherwiſe honeſt and well-deſigning, to 


© eſpoule their Cauſe; in ſuch Caſe indeed, Diſputes 
may ariſe, wherein we ſhall engage with the utmoſt - 


Reluctance; but even then, as we ſhall make the 
general Good the Rule of our Actions, we ſhall, 
on all ſuch Occaſions, if ever they ſhould happen, 


moſt likely to conduce to that good End. 


are aware that we are not writing now to the ſame 
Perſons who ſent the Repreſentation to us; the Per- 
ſons. moſt forward to puſh on a Meaſure (which, 
from the Anſwer, we directed our Governor to give 
to the former Application he was deſired to make 
to us, muſt be ſuppoſed diſagreeable) may not now 


prudent Perſons returned for their Plates, who 
would be careful not to preſs a Matter too far, in 
which the Rights of the People are not really con- 


the Repreſentation ſent us. And we defire, in any 

Matter of the like Nature, that the Houſe will be 
_ © ſatisfied with ſuch an Anſwer, as the Governor may 
© have Orders to give on our Behalf. | 

wy N % Thomas Penn, 

_ * Richard Penn.“ 


% 


5 In the Temper the Aſſembly was in before the 


reading of this ungracious Paper, it was but natu- 


ral to expect, that they would have taken Fire imme- 


ſteadily, and without wavering, purſue Meaſures the 


© 16. The Repreſentatives being annually choſen, we 


be in the Houſe, but may be ſucceeded by more 


cerned : However, the Anſwer we give muſt be to 
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diately, and proceeded at once to their own Juſlifi- 
cation. 


But, much to the Honour of their Prudence, they 


took a different Method. They ordered it to lie on 
the Table, together with their own Votes, Report, 
Repreſentation, c. alluded to in it; and returning 


to the two Points already before them, reſolved to 


clear their Way, by diſpatching them firſt. 
Theſe it will be remembered, were the Currency- 


Bill returned to the Houſe by the Governor, before 


their Adjournment, with a Negative, and the Gover- 


nor's Meſſage with Reſpect to the Reſolution of the 


Indians to withſtand the French, in Caſe they ſhould 
be invaded by them on the Ohio. 
They had alſo under Conſideration ſeveral new 


| Diſpatches from their Agent here at Home, and alſo 
an Account of the Value of their Imports from hence; 
which for the Year 1749, was in all J. 238, 637 2 W 


For the Year 1750, £.217,713-0- 10, And f 


the Year 1751, {190,917 - 5 1. Whence it an 


apparent, that for want of a ſufficient Currency, to 
invigorate the Induſtry, and ſupply the Wants of the 
Province, the Importations from hence were in a gra- 
dual Courſe of Declenſion.— And after mature Deli- 
beration on the whole Matter, they again ſent up 


their Bill to the Governor with the = Meſ- 


85 ſage, vix. 


May it pleaſe a G overnor, 

* The Governor's Apprehenſion, at our laſt Sit- 
© ting, that the Diſlike raiſed in Great Britain of the 
Bills of Credit in the Plantations by the late too 


general and undiſtinguiſhing Complaints, ſo warmly 


ſubſiſted, as to make any Application to the Crown 
* about our Currency, at that Time unſeaſonable, in- 


* duced the Houſe, notwithſtanding their different 
« Sentiments, to make a ſhortAdjournment, to conſider 


* farther of the Weight of that Objection ; and alſo of 
the Sums by that Bill propoſed to be made, and 


continued current in this Province. And now, 


© when 
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when we reflect, that tho* the Complaints againſt 
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a Paper-Currency, ariſing from the Exceſſes of ſome 


< Colonies therein, were indeed at firſt roo general 


and undiſtinguiſhing, ſo as to occaſion the bringing 


into Parliament a Bill for reſtraining the ſame in all 


the Colonies ; yet, as upon ſtrict Enquiry (a State 
of our Currency then lying before them) the Par- 


liament thought fit to alter the Bill, and lay the 


Reſtraint only on thoſe Colonies where that Curren- 
cy had been abuſed, we cannot but look on this as 
diſtinguiſhing in our Favour; eſpecially as we are 
aſſured, that no Complaints were ever made of our 
Currency by the Britiſb Merchants, trading hither, 
who only could be affected by it; but that on the 
contrary they have, whenever called upon for their 


Opinion by the Parliament or the Lords of Trade, 


appeared openly and warmly in its Favour, and de- 


clared (as they did in 1730, when our Act for 


80, oool. the preſent Sum, was under Conſideration) 
That it was not only a reaſonable Sum, but abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for carrying on the Commerce of 
the Country; which appears by the Report of the 
ſaid Lords, made on that Occaſion to the Council. 
And as the Exports from Brilain to this Province, 


of which we have authentic Accounts, had then, in 
the three preceding Years, amounted to no more 


than £175,654 - 9 - 2 Sterling; and now in the 


| Years 1749, 1750, and 1751, they amount to 


L 647,317 - 8-9 Sterling; and our Numbers of 
People, and domeſtic Trade, and the Occaſions for 
a Medium of Commerce, are equally increaſed, 


there cannot, we think, be any Doubt, but the 
* Britiſh Merchants will now likewiſe be of Opinion, 


thar rhe ſmall Addition we at preſent propoſe is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, though they may not think it ſo 


ſuitable to our Circumſtances as a larger Sum ; 
100,000 J. of Paper Currency bearing by no Means 
the ſame Proportion to our Trade now, as 80,000/. 
did then. And it is certain, that, as the Money 


Circulating among us diminiſhes, ſo muſt our Trade 


and 
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c a Uſefulneſs to Great Britain, and our Coaſump- 
tion of its Manufactures, 1 
pon the whole, we intreat the Governor to 
© conſider the diſtreſſing Circumſtances under which 
the Trade, and in Conſequence the whole Province, 
« muſt languiſh, if, contrary to our Expectations, the 
Bill we now preſent him ſhould not be enacted into 
a Law. And we are well aſſured, that as the Go- 
vernor has been pleaſed to declare his Sentiments of 
the many Advantages we de ive from the Uſe of 
Paper-Money, his tranſmitting it Home, in a true 
Light, will make our Application to the Crown as 
effectual as it is ſeaſonable. | 
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The Fo MEN now demurred i in his Turn, AS” by 
his Secretary gave the Houſe to underſtand, that, as 
it was uſual for the Aſſembly to meer again in Augu/t 
to finiſh the Buſineſs of the Year, he choſe for that 
and ſome other Reaſons, to keep the Bill under Con- 
ſideration, till that Time. 

In this the Houſe acquieſced : : And having ſuſ- 
pended all Reſolutions on the Proprietaries Paper, and 
the Draught prepared by a Committee of their own 
in Anſwer to it, till their next Sitting, proceeded to 

the Indian Affairs, and having come to proper Reſo- 
lutions thereon, tranſmitted them alſo, together with 
the following judicious Meſſage to ene Governor, 

To wit. | | 


May it pleaſe oY WY, 


We have, on all Occaſions, acknowledged our 
rateful Sentiments of the Governor's Regard and 

8 Falter towards the Indians, our Allies; and we 
now again return our hearty "Thanks for his conti- 
* nued Care, and for communicating the Intelligence 
he bas received concerning their preſent Diſtreſſes. 
In Purſuance of which, we have reſumed the Con- 
ſideration of the Lader laid before the Houſe, with 
the Meſſage of the 16th of OZober laſt, together 
F vun * Governor s late n | and Rae ſent 
© down 
2 
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down to us before and fince the Return of the Ex- | 


* preſſes diſpatched to Ohio. We have alfo carefully 
examined the Meſſenger himſelf, and ſuch Indian 


\  * Traders, and others, who could give us any Infor- 
mation of the Numbers, and Defigns of the Forces, 


< raiſed hy the Governor of Canada, and of the Con- 
dition of the Twigtwees, as well as the other Judi. 
ans, our Allies, upon the Waters of Obio, and up- 
© on mature Deliberation, have reſolved to contribute 


* generouſly to their Aſſiſtance, by a Preſent ſuitable 


© to their Want of the Neceſſaries of Life. 

* Tho? the Alliance between the Crown of Great- 
Britain and the Six Nations, and the Protection and 
< Aſſiſtance they expect to receive in Virtue of that 


© Alliance, is more immediately under the Direction 


of the Government of New-York; and altho' Vir- 
© ginia, at this Time, has entered largely into the 

Trade, and will, no Doubt, on the preſent Occaſion, 
aſſiſt them and their Allies, yet we have always en- 


© deavoured, in Proportion to our Abilities, by Pre- 
« ſents, as well as by obliging our Indian Traders to 


© behave with Juſtice towards them, to preſerve their 

* Friendſhip ; and on the preſent Occaſion, notwith- 
ſtanding we have the Misfortune to differ in Senti- 
ments with our Proprietaries in the Part they ought 
to bear in theſe Expences, we have rather conſider- 


receive by our Liberality, which we have voted 
chearfully, and recommended the Diſtribution to 
the Care of the Governor, that. the Six Nations at 
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in their own Behalf, or for their Allies who reſide 
to the Weſtward, and are likely to be more imme- 
_ © diarely affected) may be ſatisfied, and the Preſent 


intended them beſt anſwer their Neceſſities, and our 


« peaceable and friendly Intentions.” 


The Preſent was 8007. 200 l. as a Preſent; of Con- 
dolance to the Twwigtwee Nation, for the Loſs of four- 
teen of them cut off in the preceding Year, by the 
on . French 


ed the Advantages both they and the Province may 


Onondago (upon any Application to be made to him 
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French and their Indians x, and the reſt to be diſtribut- 
ed by the Governor among the other Nations, at 


his own Diſcretion, | | | 

Thus far all was calm and quiet. And at their 
next Meeting in the latter End of Auguſt, they re- 
ceived two other Meſſages from the Governor, re- 


| lating to the Money-Bill and the Indian Preſent, The 


Latter importing, that he had not, as yet, received 
any Application for any Purpoſe whatever, from any 
of the Indians; nor even ſuch well-grounded Ad- 
vices of their Wants and Diſtreſſes as to induce him 


to make any Uſe of the Credit repoſed in him: 


That he had, however, diſpatched Weiſer [the Inter- 


preter] for Intelligence ; and that, having received 
Advices by all who came from the Weſtward, that 


the French were on their March towards the Ohio, and 
had ſent out their Parties to ſcour the Woods before 
them, he had not ſent the Preſent of Condolance, for 
Fear of its falling into the Enemy's Hands, Sc. 
<< TR „„ | 

And as to the Former, it related to the Currency- 
Bill, returned at the ſame Time with ſome few A- 


mendments, to which he, the Governor, preſumed 


the Houſe could have no Objection ; and concluded 
with theſe remarkable Expreſſions. I cannot, how- 
ever, but acquaint you, that, in giving my Aſſent to 
this Bill, IJ have acted rather in Compliance to your 
repeated Application, than that, in my own Judg- 

* ment, I could think an Addition, to our Currency 
at this Time, abſolutely neceſſary: I am in Hopes 
« nevertheleſs, that as the Sum to be emitted is not 


8 ; 


They ſuffered this Loſs in Defence of ſome -E-gi/h Traders 
then in one of their Towns. The French came with a firang Bo- 


dy, and demanded that the Traders and their Goods ſhould be 
delivered up to them. The Jzdians determined to protect them, 
bot were overpowered. by Numbers; ſome of the Traders were 
killed and the reſt carried away to Montreal, and afterwards ſent 
Priſoners to France. This was: before the Commencement of the 
preſent War, and one of the many Hoſtilities of the like Kind pre- 


Vous to our ſeizing their Ships. | 


* 


exer- 
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exorbitant, it may be attended with no bad Conſe- - 
© quences to the Province.* _ | 
Now the principal of theſe Amendments was the 
following Provilo, viz. * Provided always, and it is 


hereby farther Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, _ . 
that this Act or any Thing therein contained, ſhalt - 


© not take Effect, or be deemed or conſtrued or taken 


to have any Force or Effect; until the ſame ſhall have 


received the Royal Approbation of his Majeſty, 


his Heirs, or Succeſſors.“ Which prov'd to be 


ſo far from being unoljectionable, that, upon the 
Queſtion, the Houſe unanimouſly reſolved, Not to 
agree to this Amendment, becauſe they apprehend- 
75 ed it to be deſtructive of the Liberties derived to 
them by the Royal and Provincial Charters, as 
© well as injurious to the Proprietaries Rights, and 


© without any Precedent in the Laws of the Pro- 
vince.“ And the Governor, on the other Hand, 


adhered, * Becdſe the Clauſe ſo propoſed, to be add- 


\ , * ed, was founded on the additional Inſtruction from 
« the Lords Juſtices, in Purſuance of the Commons 


. Addreſs above. ſpecified ; which Inſtruction had 


| © been known to the Province ever ſince January, 


* 1740; and conſequently, they might ſee the Rea- 


© fon of his adding it was ſuch as he could not al- 


* low himſelf the Liberty of receding from.? 
And here it is to be lamented, That, while this 
Affair was firſt under the Confidecation of Parliament, 

neither the Proprietary nor the Provincial Agent 
thought fit to lay. thoſe Clauſes of their Charter be- 


fore che Houſe, by which the ſaid Proprietary and the 


Aſſembly are intruſted with the whole Legiſlative 


Power, ſubject to the Royal Reviſion and Ratifica- 


tion, and may even put Laws not inconſiſtent with 
their Allegiance in Force, for the Term of Five Vears, 
without it; ſince, in all Probability, that Meaſure 
would have produced ſome ſuch a Fane as 
might have prevented the Broil which enſued appa-- 


rently for Want of it. 


The Aſſembly took the Governor? 8 Reply ame- 
into Conſideration, and prepared a Girable Re- 
joinder; 
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joinder; in which having inwoven the unanimous 
Reſolution juſt ſpecified, they declared thetnſelves - 
aſſured, from the Report of their Committee, to 
whom they had referred both the Clauſe and the Exa- 
mination-of their Laws, - That there had not been one 


ſingle Inſtance of a Law paſſed under ſuch a Reſtriction ; | 


as that then contended for from the firſt Settlement of 
the Province to that Day. And here they might have 
ſafely ſtopt, if they had thought fir, ſeeing nothing 
could be added in their Juſtification ſtronger than their 
_ Charter-Claims, and ſuch a Series of Practice founded 
upon them : But, willing to be every way fortified, 
they entered farther into an Enquiry, Why ſo danger- 
ous an Experiment ſhould be then preſſed upon them 
without the leaſt apparent Neceſſity? And proceeded 
to ſhew, That the Inſtruction itſelf was a temporary 
one: That, though it: was directed to a Governor of 
that Province among the Reſt, it neither did or could 
ſuit their Circumſtances either at hat or at any other 
Time before or ſince: That This, having been ma- 
nifeſted to and acknowledged by the Lords of Trade, 
the Ends of it, as to them, had been fully anſwered: 
That the ſaid Lords, in their Report to the Houſe of 
Commons, ſubſequent to that Addreſs to the Throne 
concerning the Paper Currencies of America, having 
ſignified, that they would humbly propoſe that his 
Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to repeat his Or- 
ders to his Governors of the Plantations not to give 
their Aſſent, for the Future, to any Bill or Bills for 
iſſuing or re · iſſuing Paper Money, proceed to ſay, 
We hope theſe Propoſitions for reducing and diſ- 
charging the Paper Currency of the Plantations may 
© have a good Effect in thoſe Governments which are 
held by immediate Commiſſion under his Majeſty ; 
© but we are very doubtful, whether they will pro- 
© duce the like Effect in the Charter Governments, 
who do. apprehend themſelves: by their particular 


© © Charters and Conſtitutions to-be very little dependent 


upon the Crown, and for that Reaſon ſeldom pay 


* that Obedience to his tuen ar, = 
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be reaſonably expected from them :* Thar, notwith- 


ſtanding what is here faid concerning the Repetition 


of theſ& Orders, they had good Reaſon to believe thoſe 


Orders, at leaſt to heir Governors, had never been 


repeated: That a Bill, in which was a Clauſe to in- 


force the Orders and Inſtructions of the Crown in 
America had been repeatedly brought into Parliament, 


and as often rejected: That the Governor himſelf had 


repreſented this Bill (to reſtrain the Iſſues of Paper 
Money) as of miſchievous Tendency: That even the 
very Proprietaries had made a Merit of oppoſing it: 
That, as in the Act of Parliament for that Purpoſe 
which did paſs in June 1751, the Eaſtern Colonies 
alone were included, fo Pen/ylvania was left in full 
Poſſeſſion of its Rights, even by the Parliament it- 
ſelf: That, as the Date of the Governor's Commiſſion 
was many Years poſterior to the Date of the Inſtruc- 
tion, they hoped and preſumed, he was at full Liberty 
to paſs all their Acts upon the Terms granted them 


by the Royal and Provincial Charters, without put- 


ting them to the diſagreeable Neceſſity of examining 


the Validity of ſuch Inſtructions, Sc. And, laſtly, 
as to the Iſſue of their Enquiry, concerning the Ne- 


ceſſity of contending for the preſent Amendments, 
they not only declared themſelves at a Loſs to find it 
out, but alſo called upon the Governor to comply 
with the general Voice of the People, and the re- 


peated unanimous Applications of their Repreſenta- 
tives in granting them and the Province the ſeaſonable 


Relief provided for in the Bill, by giving is Aﬀent | 


to it as it ſtood. 


How the Governor was cireumſtaneed may ber- 


thered from his Actions: He adhered to his Amend- 
ments, and returned the Bill as before, with a written 
Meſſage, in which he perſevered in holding up the 
Inſtruction as an inſurmountable Bar, till revoked, to 
the Aſſent required of him; urging, That his Prede- 
Ceeſſor had done the ſame in the Year 1746: That the 


Aſſembly admitted the Validity of it in ordinary Caſes; 
Gren without Pretending to ä only hoped 1 
5 1 wou 
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would find himſelf at Liberty on a Re- conſideration 


to give his Aſſent, notwithſtanding, to a Currency- 


Bill, when any extraordinary Emergency required it: 


That then, it ſeemed plain, they did not think an 
Inſtruction founded on an Addreis of the Commons, 
Was either i/{egal, or temporary, or deſtructive of their 
Liberties: That, if theſe were hen the Sentiments of 


both Governor and Aſſembly, there was no Room 
for the Inſinuation that he had been the jr to preſs ſo 


dangerous an Experiment: That, if there was no In- 


ſtance before of a like Clauſe offered, there was, per- 
haps, no Inſtance of the like Inſtruction, which other- 


wiſe, it was to have been ſuppoſed, would have met 
with the ſame dutiful Obedience: That a reſtraining 


Inſtruction was, perhaps, on no Occaſion ſo neceſſary 
as in the Buſineſs of Money, over which the King had 
peculiar Prerogatives : That, if they could make it 


appear to his Majeſty's Miniſtry, that an Addition to 


their Currency was at that Time zeceſ/ary, the Royal 
Compliance was not to be doubted : That, with Re- 
gard to the former Currency-Bill by them cited, he 
was ſtill of the ſame Opinion; but that, ſurely a very 
moderate Share of Penetration was ſufficient to diſtin- 
guiſn between an Act to enforce a Orders and In- 


ſtructions, and an Inſtruction founded on an Addreſs 


of Parliament: That they would certainly allow him 
to judge for himſelf in a Point recommended to his 


Obſervance on Pain of incurring his Majeſty's higheſt 
Diſpleaſure: That he did not by any Means blame. 
them for contending for what they apprehended to be 
their Rights and Privileges, conſequently could have 


no Objection to their examining the Validity of the 


King's Inſtructions, provided they proceeded with ſuch ; 


Temper and Moderation, as might give the World 
no Room to repeat the Charge brought againſt the 


Charter-Goyernments by the Lords of Trade, of 


apprebending themſelves very little dependent on the 
Crown: And that, upon the Whole, he was ſincerely. 


of Opinion, the Royal Inſtruction was of the ſame : 
Force as when the late . told the Aſſembly, 
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in the Year 1746, he could not bring himſelf to ſuch 


a Pitch of Boldneſs as to contravene it. 


It is obvious, That the conjuring up the Gboſt of 
theſe departed Inſtructions, was only to ſtrike an Awe 
into the Aſſembly, and thereby prepare them for what 
farther Practice, the new Orders which could not but 


accompany the Proprietary's Paper already recited, 


might enjoin, 
The King, the King's Miniſters, and the Houſe 
of Commons, were Authorities too big for a Provin- 


- cial Repreſentative to compete with, and therefore it 
might be ſuppoſed their very Names would ſerve. 


But they were too wiſe and too ſteddy to be ſo 
amuſed : And the Difference of Language made Ulſe 


of by the Proprietaries and their Governor, was alone 
ſufficient to warrant the different Conduct they ob- 
ſerved : For, though the Governor talked only of 


the Sovereign Power, the Proprietaries talked only of 


Themſelves; * If WE ſhall be induced from the State 


of your Trade to conſent to an Increaſe of your Pa- 
per - Currency. 125 
Not thinking chenſelves obliged, therefore, to 

conſider what additional Inducements were neceſſary 

to incline theſe great Men to ſuffer their Deputy to 


_ diſcharge the Duty of his Commiſſion, the Aſſembly 


choſe to loſe their Bill rather than pay more for it than | 


it was worth. 


Accordingly, the Gorey" s Amendments being 
again put to the Queſtion, were again rejected una- 
nimouſly ; and a Committee was appointed to anſwer 


his Meſſage, which they did in ſuch a Manner as 
ſhewed they were more anxious to do Juſtice to their 


Cauſe than make their Court to the Governor. | 
What Governor Thomas did in Paſſing the 5,000 


Pounds AR, they urged againſt what he ſaid: The 


Validity of Inſtructions in ordinary Caſes, ſaid to be ad- 
mitted by the Aſſembly of that Time, they explain 
away, by ſaying, the Diſtinction was only made uſe 


of, to furniſh the Governor with a Pretence, or In- 


ae to paſs Ln gon "That this was not the firſt 
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Inſtruction unlimited in Point of Time, and remaining 
as yet unrevoked, which neither was or would, as 
they hoped, be obſerved ; ſince there was one ſtill to 
be found in the Council-Books to Governor Keith, 
dated Fuly, 1723, requiring him, for the F. uture, not 
to paſs any private Act without a ſuſpending Clauſe, 
till his Majeſty's Approbation had been firſt obtained: 
That unfortunate, indeed, would the Caſe of Penſyl- 
 Vania be, if Governors were never to be freed from 
the Obligation of Occaſional Inſtructions. * If the 
King,“ ſaid they, © ſhould judge all the Purpoſes of 
his Inſtruction anſwered, upon Paſſing the Paper: 
© Money Bill in Parliament in 1731, we muſt, never 
. © rheleſs, for ever continue under the Burden of it 
© without Redreſs: And if we-ſhould ſuppoſe the 
© Governor is. reſtricted by the Proprietaries from 
giving his Aſſent to the Emiſſion of any farther 
Sum in Bills of Credit, as we have very little Reaſon 
to doubt, if then the Proprietaries ſhould be pleaſed 
_ © to; withdraw that Reſtrifion, and leave him at Li- 
* þerty to pals all our Acts upon the Terms granted 
us by our Charters, what will this avail if the Gover- 
zor continues to think he can never be freed from the 
Obligation of his Inſtruftions ? = | 
More materially ſtill, they alſo ſubjoined the Art 
cles following: vi. 
We apprehend all Royal Orders and indie | 
ſubject the Governors to whom they are directed, and 
<. their Succeſſors too, as the Governor is pleaſed to 
inform us, to the Royal Diſpleaſure, unleſs ſuch 
Inſtructions are revoked by his Majeſty's Authority; 
and yet we cannot find that Governor Keith, to 
whom it was directed, or Governor Gordon. his 
'* Succeflor, or Governor Thomas, or our preſent 
Governor, have ever thought themſelves under any 
Danger of incurring his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure for a 
| © total Neglect, and direct Diſobedience to the addi- 
tional Inſtruction of the Lords Juſtices in 1723, 
the Original of which, we make no Doubt, as well 
5 * of the Inſtruction of 1740, is in the Governor's 
fuk 1 Peoſſeſſion; 
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Poſſeſſion; and the Subſtance of both we know to 
< be printed with the Minutes of our Houſe : Why 
then an Inſtruction; allowed to be in Force in 1723, 
© and ſtill unrevoked, ſhould be of no Effect, and an 
© additional Inſtruction of the Lords Juſtices in 1740, 
+ -poſſibly revoked by the Conduct of the tucceeding 
< Seffions of the ſame Parliament, upon whole: Ad- 


_ © dreſs to his Majeſty that Inſtruction: was founded, 


* ſhould be fo ſtrictly binding, is what e cannot ap- 


++ But if the Liberty the Governor contends for 
can mean, that we muſt allow him to judge for him- 


s ſelf, how far he may or may not obey ſuch Royal 
. Inſtructions, at his own Riſque" (as his Majefty's 
* higheſt Diſpleaſure is threatened againſt him parti- 
© cularly) and at his own Pleaſure too, then we muſt 
* own we are at a Lofs to diſtinguiſh any great Dif- 
< ference between the miſchievous Tendency of an 
Act to enforce all Orders and Inſtructions of the 
Crown whatever, and the Neceſſity the Governor is 
E pleaſed to think we are under to allow him the 
© Power of inforcing them whenever he ſhall think 
fit; with this Preference, however, that we would 
* far rather chuſe to ſubmit ourſelves, and our Cauſe, 
to the King and the Juſtice of a Britiſß Parliament, 


than to the meer Will of our Governor, whether 


© to inforce or diſregard them, however they may 
© have anſwered their Ends, or otherwiſe abated of 


_ © their Force: And, in the preſent Caſe, we hope 


'* the Governor, on Reflection, will pay ſome Re- 
© gard to the Judgment of the ſame Parliament from 
Which the Addreſs to the Crown had been preferred 
to iſſue this additional Inſtruction, who, although 
© requeſted in their next Seſſion by the Board of 

Trade, to addreſs the Crown again, that he would 
be pleaſed to repeat his Inſtructions to the Governors 
in his American Colonies, have not only never com- 


fplied therewith, that we know of, but have fince 
© paſſed an Ack for reſtraining the iſſuing Bills of 
Credit in thoſe particular Colonies, where, after a 


« full 
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full Enquiry, they found ſuch Emiſſions injurious 
to the Trade of Great-Britain, or not calculated to 
do Juſtice between Man and Man, and have left 
us, as we preſume, exonerated from the Burden of 


our Laws upon the Terms of our Charters ; and fo 


Jong as we aſk popu farther than is warranted by 


theſe, we hope it neither will nor can interfere with 


the Royal Prerogatives. | 
It may be preſumed, the Repreſentatives of this 


o 

c 

E 

this additional Inſtruction, and in full Power over 
6 

[4 

c 

6 


Province, when met in their Aſſemblies, have ſome 


valuable Privileges yet left, in framing their. Laws, 
to do Juſtice between Man and Man, without the - 


not be expected that we ſhauld very eaſily part with 


* thoſe Rights and depend on Royal Inſtructions, 
© over which we are to allow the Governor the Power 
he is pleaſed to contend for; and we have no Reaſon 


6 
6. 
Aid of an additional Inſtruction; and we hope it can- 
( 


= 


5, will prefer a regular Courſe of Laws, occaſionally 
© ſuited to the Iimes, and framed by the Repre- 
ſentatives of the People annually choſen, and aſ- 

© ſented to by their Governor, to a Series of In- 


ſtructions ſent for that Purpoſe: from ſo great a 


< Diſtance, 15 
For our own Part, we are fully facizhed and aſ- 


+ fured, that ſo long as we continue in our Duty and 


= Loyalty to the belt of Kings, who has been pleaſed 


to declare, That nothing in this Warld can give him 
 * ſo much Pleaſure as to ſee (his Subjects) a flouriſhing 
and happy People; and neither claim, nor deſire, 
other or greater Privileges than thoſe we have a 
Right to, under the Grant of his Royal Predeceſ- 
+ ſors, we can have nothing to fear from the King or 


1 a Britiſb Parliament: And, as it is our Duty to - 


defend theſe in the beſt Manner we are able, in the 
„ faithful Diſcharge of ſo high a Truſt, we ſhall have 


the Satisfaction of our own. Minds, and,.; we hope, 
the Countenance of all good Men, notwithſtanding 
the Gorernot's 3 that the. mou made 


[3-4 I 4 


to doubt, all Men of Underſtanding and Candour 
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« apainſt this Province (among other Charter Pro- 
* vinces) by the Board of Trade, is not much to our 


Advantage.“ 


And having before declared their Perſuaſion, or 
Aſſurance, That the Governor might paſs the Law in 
queſtion, or any other Law, conſiſtent with the Royal 
Charter, without the leaſt Apprehenſion of his Ma- 
jeſty's Diſpleaſure, they finally ſuggeſt, That it muſt 


be not only a Loſs of Time to the Repreſentatives, 


but a great Expence to the Country, to prepare Bills 
for the Governor's Aſſent, which he was bound by 
private Inſtructions from the Proprietaries not to 
paſs. 

Unanimouſly this Report was approved of; and 


yet, from a Principle of Moderation we muſt pre- 


ſume, it was left to be reconſidered by the next Aſ- 
ſembly; as alſo was another Report, received the 


ſame Day from the Committee, appointed to drar 


up a Reply to the Paper laſt tranſmitted from the Pro- 
prietaries, of which, as a Debt both of Honour and 
Juſtice to the Province, ſome Account is now to be 


given. 


Sixteen Sections, or Parewraphs, it mult be recol- 
lected, that Paper was compoſed of; and one by one 


they are ſeverally conſidered, acknowledged, or re- 


futed. | 
The Þeclararivn contained in the firſt is 8 


ledged to be a noble one, and worthy the Rank held 
by che Proprietaries : The Inſinuation in the Second is 


declared to be not only groundleſs but alſo injurious; 


the Aſſembly, inſtead of oppoſing the Proprietary | 


Intereſt, having conſulted that Intereſt, even in the 
very Point in Queſtion, if it was dent with their 


Intereſt to have a good Underſtanding with the Peo- 


ple; to obtain which a Method was propoſed: To 


the Intimation contained in the Third, That, after 


They had ordered THEIR Governor to give the An- 


ſwer which he did to the former Application, they 


had no Reaſon to expect a Repetition DIRECTLY to 
ves, e. it was replied, - That ns, 5 
; When 
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when they are ſupported with new Reaſons, and con- 
tain Anſwers to thoſe given for refuſing the Requeſt 
that had been made, are juſtifiable in all Caſes, except 
where the Perſons applied to were ſure to be infal- 
libly right, or incapable of hearing Reaſon : To 
the Fourth, containing the Opinion of the Lords 
of Trade concerning the Obligations incumbent on 
the Proprietaries as chief Governors, to pay a Part 
of Public Charges, the Committee ſay, That the 
Houſe did not require their Contribution as Governors 
but as Proprietaries; which was according to William 


Pennu's own Diſtinction formerly made; and conſider- 


ing them, as in the ſame Paragraph is afterwards done, 
to be the wealthieſt Inhabitants of the Province, it 
follows undeniably, That ſuch their Contributions 
were therefore due to the Province in Proportion 
to their Subſtance in it: In their Anſwer to the 


Fifth, they both combat with and complain of a 


Miſrepreſentation contained in it, as a Thing un- 
worthy the Dignity of the Proprietaries and chief 
Governors of a Province, urging, That they did not 
aſſert, Purchaſes were made dirc&ly with the People's 
Money; but only, That they were made on the 
more reaſonable Terms, becauſe of the Provincial. 
Preſents attending them ; and that this was advanced 
as an additional Reaſon why the Proprietaries ſhould 
bear, at leaſt, a proportional Part of the Expence of 
ſuch Preſents; ſharing in the firſt Place, as they did, in 
the Good from theſe Treaties reſulting to the Whole, 
and ingroſſing, over and above, a very conſiderable 
Advantage to themſelves. 

To the Sixth, which inſinuates, That the People 
are able enough to pay theſe Expences without the 


Aſſiſtance of the Proprietaries, they retort moſt un- 


anſwerably, That becauſe they are able to pay, it does 
not follow, that, therefore, they are obliged to pay 


unjuſtly; as alſo, that they, the Proprietaries, are as 


able as themſelves, and aſking, Why that Reaſon, 
which, it was plain, was not ſufficient to induce them 
to "ey: A W ſhould be held of Force enough with 

| | the 
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the People to induce them to pay the whole ? After 
which they declare the Charge againſt them in the ſaid 
Paragraph of aiming to captivate the weakeſt of the 


People, &c. to be an abſolute Miſtake, unſupported 
with the leaſt D-gree of Probability, the Proprietaries 
not having had any formidable Share in the People's 
Efteem for many Years paſt, nor the ſuppoſed Ad- 
dreſs to the People made, nor the Repreſentation it- 
ſelf publiſhed, nor even the Votes on which it was 
founded, till after the Election was over, &c. 
| Upon the ſeventh, concerning the Expediency of 
ſhewing a due Regard to the Proprietaries and their 
Intereſt, they comment as follows, That is, as we 
underſtand it, tho* the Proprietaries have a Deputy 
here, ſupported by the Province, who ie, or ought 
to be fully empowered to paſs all Laws, neceſſary for 
the Service of the Country, yet, before we can obtain 
ſuch Laws, we muſt facilitate their Paſſage, by 
paying Money for the Proprietaries which they o. ght 
to pay; or, in ſome other Shape make it their par- 
ticular INTEREST to pals them: We hope, however, 
that, if this Practice has ever been begun it will 
never be continued in this Province; and that ſince, 
as this very Paragraph allows, we have an »ndoubted 
Right to ſuch Laws, we ſhall be always able to 
obtain them from the Goodneſs of our Sovereign, 
without going to Market for them to a Subject.“ — 
They afterwards expatiate on the Word Ran# as ap- 
plied by the Proprietaries to themſelves in the ſame 
Paragraph; concerning which they ſay, *. We can- 
not find on peruſing the Repreſentation in queſtion, 
that it contains any Treatment unſuitable to their 
Rank. The Reſolve of the Houſe was, that to 
prevent Diſſatisfactions on all Sides, they ſhould be 
requeſted, in the moſt reaſonable and molt reſpeciful 
Manner, to agree upon a Proportion of Indian 
Charges to be paid by them and the Province accord- 
ing to Juſtice: And it may be ſubmitted to the 
Judgment of all impartial Perſons, whether the Re- 
* preſcntation drawn in Purſuance of the Reſolve, 
| Was 
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was not both reaſonable in itſelf and reſpeFful in the 
Manner. It was not, as the Proprietaries repreſent 
it, an Addreſs to the Publick. It is not to this Day 
made publick. It was 'a private Application ro 
themſelves, tranſmitted to them thro? the Hands of 
their Governor, Their true INTEREST (which they 
will always find to conſiſt in jaſt, equitable and ge- 
nerous Meaſure, and in ſecuring the Affections ok 
their People) was conſulted in it, and one fuitable 

Means propoſed to obtain that End.—As to Rank, 
the Proprietaries may remember, that the Crown 
has likewiſe been pleaſed to give the Aſſemblies of 
this Province a Rank; 'a Rank which they hold, 
not by hereditary Deſcent, but as they are the volun- 
tary Choſce of a free People, unbribed, and even 
unſollicited. But they are ſenſible that true Reſpect 
is not neceſſarily connected with Rank, and that it 
is only from a Courſe of Action ſuitable to that Rank 
they can hope to obtain it.“ | | 
Coming then to the Eighth, they expreſs their Sur- 
Prize at the Concern affected by the Proprieturies, on 
their being, as they ſay, laid under a Neceſſity of ac- 
quainting the Publick with a State of the provincial 
Revenue, the ſaid Revenue being annually ſettled, 
ſtated, printed and publiſhed by the Aſſenibly, and 
having ſo been for thirty Years paſt: Adding, that 
whatever Reaſons the Proprietaries might have to make 
a Secret of their Revenue, the Province had none.— 
The Manner in which the Proprietaries reaſon con- 
cerning Taxes-they object to in the next Place, as in- 
accurate and inconcluſive. Aſſerting, that Taxes, 
how reaſonably ſoever impoſed or willingly paid, are, 
nevertheleſs, Taxes: That all Taxes ought upon the 
whole, to produce more Good to thoſe who pay them, 
than the ſame Sum left at their own Diſpoſal, in which 
Caſe they are no Burden, &c. and concluding thus, 
After eſtimating our whole preſent Revenue, as if 
it had been the ſame for twenty Years paſt, and 
* would certainly continue, -tho* the Proprietaries 
& know it depends on temporary Acts near expiring, 
| 5 the 
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the 8 of which is at beſt dubious, they con · 
clude that four hundred Pounds a Tear for Indian 
Expences is a ſmall] Sum, and that we are under 
no Neceſſity of being frugal, on this Account, of 
the Public Money. This four hundred a Lear is the 
Sum that they find has been paid on an Average 
for twenty Years paſt, and they take no Notice of 
its being a growing Charge, and that for the four 
laſt Years before the Repreſentation, it amounted to 
near twelve hundred a Year, which we conceive diſ- 
intereſted Perſons will think a very large Sum: And 
altho* the ſame Exciſe might have been raiſed, if 
not half that. Money had been expended, it docs | 
not ſeem to us to follow, that the Proprietaries 
ought not to have paid their juſt Proportion of it. 
If the Sum be ſmall, their Proportion of it muſt 
have been ſmaller : And the Money ſo ſaved might 
have been applied to ſome other Uſe, beneficial, to 
the Publick ; or have remained ready in the Trea- 
« ſury for any Emergency. | 
In return to the xinth they ſay, the People of Pen- 
Hlvania pay, proportionably, as much towards the 
Support of his Majeſty's Government, in the Shape 
of Duties and Exciſe, as the proprietary Family, or 
any other Subjects; indeed as much as an Infant Co- 
lony can bear; and more they hoped and believed the 
Juſtice of a Britiſb Parliament would never burden 
them with. Adding, The Proprietaries Exemption 
© was not publiſhed till now at their own Inſtance: It 
< was made uſe of as a private Motive to themſelves 
only in the Repreſentation.” 
Io the Tentb, which regards the Bien inner, | 
among other Things equally pertinent, they ſay, 
We ſuppoſe the Inſtances alluded to, wherein the 
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Aſſembly did not fully ſatisfy him, muſt have been 


< ſuch as the Proprietaries were concerned in by the 
«* Purchaſe of Lands; and a Part might be according- 
ly left for them to pay. And for themſelves and 
* other W 897 N their Hope ble | 

. Belief» 
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Belief, that no Service from the Proprietaries to the 
Province, will ever be ſuffered to paſs without grate- 
ful Acknowledgments and proper Returns. 

Of the proprietary Right to a Monopoly of Land, 
whether from the Crown. or Aſſembly, they, in An- 
ſwer to the Eleventh Article, wave all Diſpute; it 
being every Way concluſive alike, * That thoſe in 
© whoſe Favour ſuch Monopoly was created, ought, 
© at leaſt, to bear a Part of the Expence neceflary to 
e ſecure them the full Benefit of it.“ 


Laſtly, having already given the concluding fve 


Articles of the Proprietary Paper in the Intire, it is 
but reaſonable to ſubjoin the intire Anſwers, which 
were as ROW.” „ 


12. In the twelfth Pic, three Things ap- 
© pear ſomewhat extraordinary to your Committee. 
* 1. That the Proprietaries ſhould deny that Treaties 
© for Land are made at leſs Expence on Account of 
« provincial Preſents accompanying them; which we 
think any difintereſted Judge would at leaft allow 
to be probable. 2. That they ſhould ſay the laſt. 
Purchaſe was made on uo other Accoun!, but purely 
to ſave the Province the Expence of a Preſent ; as 
if they had no Occaſion to purchaſe more Land of 
the Indians, or found no Advantage in it. 3. That 
to prove ſuch Purchaſes were not the cheaper on 
Account of provincial Preſents accompanying them, 
they ſhould give an Inſtance in which, they them- 
ſelves ſay, the Purchaſe was the dearer for Want of 
ſuch Preſents. If Purchaſes are dearer to the Pro- 
prietaries when no provincial Preſents accompany 
them, does not this clearly confirm the Aſſertion of 
the Aſſembly, that they are the cheaper when there 
are ſuch Preſents? And does it not prove what the 
* Proprietaries deny ?? | 
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It appears by their enn Waere that 
v the ror think the Part they voluntarily ſub- 
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mit to bear, and expect always 10 bear, of public 


Expences, is greater than their Proportion, equi- 


s ctably laid, would amount to. If this be fo, and 


© they are, as they ſay, © far from deſering to avoid 
« contributing to any public Expence which it is rea- 


« ſonable they ſhould bear a Part of, altho' their Eſtate is 


&< not by Lew liable to be taxed; your Committee are 
< at a Loſs to conceive, why they ſhould refuſe, ** To . 


enter into any Agreement for the Payment of any par- 


& ticular Proportion. of Indian or other public Expen- 


6 ces, when ſuch Agreement might ſave them 


Money, and is propoſed to prevent Diſſatisfactions, 
and to preſerve Union and Harmony between them 
and the People; unleſs it be to ſhew their utter Con- 
* tempt of ſuch Union and Harmony, and how 
much they are above valuing the People's Re- 
« gard. - | | | 1 
< The Charge on former Aſſemblies, that they neg- 
leted the Defence of ihe Proprietaries City, your 
Committee cannot but think unkind, when it is 
known to the World, that they gave many thouſand 
Pounds during the War to the King's Uſe, beſides 
paying near three thouſand Pounds at one Time, to 
make good the Damages done to the Maſters of 
Servants, by the irregular and oppreſſive Proceed- 
ings of the Proprietaries Lieutenant; and that their 
not providing Cannon to defend the City was not 
from Neglect, but other Conſiderations ſet forth at 
large in the printed Proceedings of thoſe Times, 
needleſs now to be repeated. At the ſame Time it 
may be remembered, that tho* the Defence of the 
Proprietaries City, as they are pleaſed to term it, 
by Batteries of Cannon, was moretheir Intereſt (we 
will not ſay Duty) than any other Perſons whatſo- 
ever, and they now repreſent it as a Thing ſo ne- 
ceſſary, yet they themſelves really neglected, and 
even diſcouraged it; while ſome private Gentlemen 
gave Sums nearly equal to that they mention, and 
many contributed vaſtly more, conſidering 188 
; . e EL 
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© Circumſtances, by which means thoſe Batteries were 
not only compleated in Seaſon, but the Defence of 
both Town and Country in that Way provided for ; 
whereas this boaſted Aſſiſtance of four hundred 
Pounds worth of Cannon, was ſent, like Venetian 
Succours, after the Wars were over. Yet we doubt 
not, but the Proprietary who ſent them has long 
ſince had the Thanks of thoſe who received them, 
tho? we cannot learn that they ever were favoured 
with any from him, for what they did and expend - 
ed in Defence of his Share of the Province Pro- 


* perty. 


14. The barten bd Paragraph of the „ 
ries Anſwer ſeems calculated merely for the ſame 
Deſign with which they charge the Repreſentation, 
viz. to amuſe the weaker Part of the People. — If 
they are really diſpoſed to favour the Drinkers of 
ſpirituous Liquors, they may do it without a Law, 
by inſtructing their Lieutenants to abate Half the 
Licence Fees, which would enable the Retailers to 
ſell proportionably cheaper; or to refuſe Licences 
to more than half the preſent Number of public 
Houſes, which might prevent the Ruin of many 
Families, and the great Increaſe of Idleneſs, Drun- 
nen, and other Immoralities among us. 


R '@ G M⁰ Gꝶꝶ:jʒe „ M M M w 


OWN PAR IN Big” Ss Is SD 


6: 15. In Beturp to the good Reſolutions expreſſed 
by the Proprietaries in their fifteenth Section, your 
Committee hope that future, as well as paſt Aſſem- 
blies, will likewiſe endeavour to make the public 
Good the Rule.of their Actions, and upon all Oe- 
caſions conſult the true Intereſt and Honour of the 
proprietary Family, whatever may be the Senti- 
ments or Conduct of any of its particular Branches. 
To this End, we think the honeſt and free Re- 
marks contained in this Report, may be more con- 
ducive than a thouſand flattering Addreſſes. And 
we hope, that when the Proprietaries ſhall think 
of fit to . this Matter, they will be perſuaded, 

| that 
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that agreeing to an equitable Proportion of Ex- 
pence will be a good Means of taking away one 
Handle of Diſſention from Men of warm uneaſy 


Spirits, if ſuch ſhould ever unhappily procure them- 
« ſe]ves to be elected.“ 5 | | 
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16. Yet if the Proprietaries are really deſirous 
of preſerving an Union and Harmony between 
themſelves and this People, we cannot but be ſur- 
prized at their laſt Paragraph, whereby they endea- 
vour to cut off the Aſſemblies Acceſs to them, in 
Caſes where the Anſwers received from their De- 


puties may not be thought agreeable to the public 


Good. No King of England, as we can remem- 
ber, has ever taken on himſelf ſuch State, as to re- 
ſuſe perſonal Applications from the meaneſt of his 
Subjects, where the Redreſs of a Grievance could 
not be obtained of his Officers. Even Sultans, 


Sophies, and other Eaſtern abſolute Monarchs will, 


it is faid, ſometimes fit whole Days to hear the 
Complaints and Petitions of their very Slaves ; and 
are the Proprietaries of Penſylvania, become too 


great to be addreſſed by the Repreſentatives of the 


Freemen of their Province? If they muſt not be 
reaſoned with, becauſe they have given Inſtructions, 
nor their Deputy becauſe he has received them; our 
Meetings and Deliberations are henceforth uſeleſs ; 
we have only to know their Will, and to obey. 

To conclude; if this Province muſt be at more 
than two thouſand Pounds a Year Expence, to ſup- 


port a Proprietary's Deputy, who.ſhall not be at Li- 


berty to uſe his own Judgment in paſſing Laws [as 


is intimated to us in the fourteenth Section of the 


Anſwer we have been conſidering] but the Aſſent 
muſt be obtain'd from chief Governors, at three 
thouſand Miles diſtance, often ignorant or miſin- 
formed in our Affairs, and who will not be applyed 
to or reaſoned with when they have given Inſtruc- 
tions, we cannot but eſteem thoſe Colonies that are 


under the immediate Care of the Crown in a much 


more 
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more eligible Situation: And our ſincere Regard 
for the Memory of our firſt Proprietary, muſt make 
© us apprehend for his Children, that if they follow 
© the Advice of Rehoboam's Counſellors, they will, 
like him, abſolutely loſe at leaſt the Affections 
< of their People. A Loſs, which however they af- 
« fect to deſpiſe, will be found of more Conſequence 
to them than they ſeem at preſent to be aware of. 

The Aſſembly returned in October, for the Remain- 
der of the Year 1753 and to laſt till OZober 1784, 
being compoſed of nearly the ſame Perſons as the laſt, 
met with the ſame Diſpoſition,* and proceeded on the 
ſame Principles. x” 
Too have a ſufficient Currency was, as we have ſeen, 
the great provincial Point; and from the Facts already 
ſtated, it is ſufficiently clear, that the Proprietary- 
Concurrence there with was not to be obtained, but 
upon ſuch Terms as even Silver and Gold could never 
be worth, The Loan- Office, which was in the Hands 
of the Aſſembly, was ſtill conſider d as an over - Bal- 
lance for the Land- Office, in the Hands of the Pro- 
prietary, tho' they never came into Competition, 
and no Benefit could any Way reſult to the Province, 
but the Proprietaries were ſure to have their Share of it. 
What Encouragement the near Proſpect of a War 
furniſhed to either; and what Uſe was made of it; 
and at whoſe Door the Obſtructions given to the pub- 
lic Service are to be laid, will beſt be deduced from 
the Sequel. | „„ : 
With the Conſideration of the State of their Com- 
merce and the accumulated Proofs refulting there- 
from, that with the Increaſe of their Currency, the 
Trade of the Province, as well by Importations from 
England as the Exportations of their own Product, 
had amazingly increaſed, the Aſſembly opened their 
Seſſions in February 1754 and, taking in alſo the 
Conſideration of -their Currency with it, came to 
the following unanimous Reſolutions. To wit. 


» 


That it is neceffary that the Paper-Money of 


© this Province ſhould be re-emitted for a farther Time. 
„ 125 . | That 
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© That there is a Neceſſity of a farther Addition 
to the Paper Money at preſence current by Law 
within this Province. 

* That thee is a Neceſſity, that a Sum ſhould: be 
« ſtruck to exchange the ragged and torn MOEN now 
current by Law in this Province.“ 

Upon which Refolutions, they. afterwards or- 


K 


K 


dered in a Bill for ftriking 40,000 J. to be made cur- 
rent and emitted on Loan, and for re- emitting and 


continuing the Currency of the Bills already in Cir- - 
culation: And on the other Hand, the Governor 
fent them down a written Meſſage, accompanied with 
a Letter to himſelf from the Earl of Holderneſſe, a 


ſecond from the Lords of Trade, and a third from 


the French Commandant on the Ohio to Mr. Dimwis- 


die, Deputy Governor of Virginia. 
The Earl of Holderneſſe's Letter was dated: Auguſt 


28, 1753: And, as it may be preſumed, was nearly 


the ſame with the other Letters, ſent at the ſame TK 

to the Governors of the other Provinces. | | 
The Contents of it were, * That his Majeſty hav- 

ing received Information of the March of a conſide- 


rable Number of Indians, ſupported by ſome regular Eu- | 


ropean Troops, with an Intention, as it was apprebended, 


to commit ſome Hoſtilities on Parts of his Majeſty's 
Dominions in America, his Lordſhip had received the 
King's Commands to ſend him (the Governor) Intel- 
ligence thereof; as alſo to direct him, to uſe his ut- 


moſt Diligence to learn how far the ſame might be 


well grounded; and to put him upon his Guard, that 


he might be at all Events, in a Condition to reſiſt ay 


hoſtile Attempts, that night be made upon ary. Parrs 


of his Majeſty's Dominions within bs Government; 
and to direct him, in the King's Name, That in caſe 


the Subjects of any foreign Prince or Stare ſhould 
| preſume to make any Encroachments on the Limits of 


his Majeſty? s Dominions, or to erect Forts on his Ma- 
jeſty's Lands, or commit any other Act of Hoſtility, 


"he was immediately to repreſent the Injuſtice of ſuch 


Proceedings, and to require them forthwith to defiſt 


from any ſuch unlawful- Undertaking : But if, not- 
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ithſtanding ſuch Requiſition, they ſhould ſtill per- 


fiſt, he was then to draw forth the armed Force of the 
Province, and to uſe his beſt Endeavours to repel Force 
by Force. But as it was his Majeſty's Determination, 


not to be the Yggreſſor, he had the King's Commands 
moſs ſtrictly to enjoin him, the ſaid, Governor, ct to 


make uſe of the armed Force under his Direction, ex- 
cepting within che uxpovBTED Limits of his Majeſ- 
ty's Dominions. And that, whereas it might be 
greatly conducive to his Majeſty's Service, that all 


bis Provinces in America ſhould be aiding and aſſiſting 


each other in caſe of any Invaſion, he had it particu- 
larly in charge from his Majeſty to acquaint him, that 


it was his royal Will and Pleaſure, that he ſhould _ 
keep up an exact Correſpondence with all his Gover= _ 


nors on the Continent; and that in caſe he ſhould be 


informed by them of any hoſtile Attempts, he was 


immediately to aſſemble the General Aſſembly, and lay 
before them the Neceſſity of mutual Aſſiſtance, and 
engage them to grant ſuch Supplies, as the Exigency 


of Affairs might require.“ 


The Letter from the Lords of Trade, was dated 


: September 18, and imported, That his Majeſty 
having been pleaſed to order a Sum of Money to be 
jſſued for Preſents to the Six Nations of Indians, and 


to direct his Governor of New-York to hold an In- 


terview with them, for delivering the ſame, for bury- 


ing the Hatcher, and for renewing the Covenant Chain, 
they thought it their Duty to ſignify the ſame: 
And it having been uſual upon the like Occaſions for- 


+ for all his Majeſty's Colonies, whoſe Intereſt 


, merl 
or 9 were connected with or depended upon 
them, to join. in ſuch Interview; and that, as the 


preſent Diſpoſition of thoſe Indians and the Attempts 
made upon them to withdraw. them from the Briufh 


_ Intereſt, appear to them to make ſuch a general Inter- 
view more particularly neceſſary at that Time, their 
Deſire was, that he, the Governor, would lay this 
Matter before the Council and General Aſſembly or 


the Province under his Government, and recommend 
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to them forthwith, to make a proper Proviſion for ap- 
pointing Commiſſioners, to be joined with thoſe of 
the other Governments, for renewing the Covenant 
Chain, &c. and that the ſaid Commiſſioners might 


be Men of Character, Ability, Integrity, and well 


acquainted with Indian Affairs.“ 


The Letter of the French Commandant was in An- 


ſwer to the Repreſentations of Governor Dinwiddie, 
concerning the French Incroachments on the Ohio, 


(lor the European Regulars mentioned in Lord Holder- 


neſſe's Letters, were of that Nation, tho' ſo much 

Caution had been uſed to ſuppreſs the very Name) and 

in very polite Terms denyed the whole Charge. 
In the Governor's written Meſſage accompanying 


theſe Papers, ſomething was ſaid of each ; and of the 
laſt rather more (whatever the Matter of Fact really 


was) than it ſeenis to contain. The French Com- 


mandant ſays, © It belongs to his General at Canada, 


not to him, to demonſtrate the Reality of the King 


his Maſter's Right to the Lands ſituated along the 


. Ohio : That he ſhall forward the Letter he has received 


to him: That his Anſwer would be a Law to him: 


Thar as to the Requiſition made to him, to retire, he 
could not think himſelf obliged to ſubmit to it: That 
' he was there by his General's Orders which he was 
determined to obey: That he did not know of any 
Thing that had paſſed during the Campaign, which 
could be eſteemed an Hoſtility : That if the Governor 
had been more particular in his Complaints, he ha 
been more particular in his Anſwer, &c.* 5 
The Governor's Comment is in theſe Words, An 


8 Expreſs has this Week brought me Governor Din- 


© widdie's Accouiit of that Gentleman's [Waſhington's] 
Return with the Anſwer of the Commander of the 


Fort, who avows the Hoſtilities already committed, 


and declares his Orders from the King of France 
are, to build more Forts, take Poſſeſſion of all the 
Country, and oppoſe all who ſhall reſiſt, Engliſb as 
* well as Indians, and that he will certainly execute 


It 
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It is certain, at leaſt, this Language was never e- 
choed-at Home: And not a little extraordinary it 


is, to find this Gentleman in his very next Paragraph, 


making ſo very free with the French Name, - which 
the Secretary of State had been ſo extremely carefub 
to avoid the Mention of. . 


Gentlemen (he proceeds to ſay) French F orts and 


French Armies ſo near us, will be everlaſting Goads 


in our Sides; our Inhabitants from thence will feel 
all the Miſeries and dreadful Calamities that have 
been heretofore ſuffered by our Neighbour Colonies ; 
all thoſe Outrages, Murders, Rapines and Cruel- 
ties, to which their People have been expoſed, are 
now going to be experienced by ourſelves, unleſs 
a Force be immediately raiſed ſufficient to repel 
theſe Invaders. It is to be hoped therefore, that as 
loyal Subjects to his Majeſty, and in Juſtice to your 
Country, you will not fail to take into your Conſi- 
deration the preſent Exigency of Affairs; and, as 
it will be attended with a very conſiderable Ex- 
pence, and require a large Number of Men, make 
Proviſion accordingly, that I may be enabled to do 
what his Majeſty, as well as the neighbouring Co- 
lonies, will expect from a Government ſo populous, 
and likely to be ſo nearly affected with the Neigh- | 
bourhood of French 3 
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There is ſo much to be 4 and * little Time 
to do it in, the Seaſon being ſo far advanced, and Go- 
vernor Dinwidazre expecting the Forces from this 
Province to join thoſe of Virginia, early in March, 
on Potowmack, that I moſt earneſtly entreat you 


a a ſparing Hand, but uſe all the Expedition in your 
Power; for you will undoubtedly agree with me, 
that ſo alarming an Occaſion has not occurred ſince 
« the firſt Settlement of the Province, nor any one 
Thing happened that ſo much e your ſerious 
5. e 7 | | 
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"A Treaty with the Obio lia, it is to be BY 
| ſerved, had been juſt concluded ar the Expence of 
the Province, by three Commiſſioners; two of them 
ſelected out of the Aſſembly by the Governor: And 
the Neceſſity of regulating the Indian Trade had, in 
the Courſe of the Conferences, been made undenia- 
bly apparent, by the Pony and Complaints 
of the Indian Chiefs. 
And the Reader will of himſelf be furniſhed with - 
| proper Reflections on the Earl of Holderneſſe's Let- 
ters to the Governors of the ſeveral Provinces, im- 
poſing the double Care upon them, of defending 
themſelves againſt the Encroachments of the Enemy, 
and alſo againſt all Objections at Home, in Caſe of 
doing it improperly. —To ſay Nothing of the pecu- 
iar Difficulty laid both on the Province and Governor 
of Penſilvania, where there never had been any armed 
Force on a provincial Eſtabliſhment at all. 
The Aſſembly took the whole into immediate Con- 
üer ies, and agreed upon the following Anſwer, 
which was ſent yy” to 75 Governor the lame Day. - 


To WH EY N 


The 


will not delay the Supplies, nor deal them out with 
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The diſtreſſed Circumſtances of the Indians, our 
Allies, on the River Ohio, demand our cloſeſt At- 
tention, and we ſhall not fail to proceed in the Mat- 
ters contained in the Governor's Meſſage with all 
the Diſpatch an Affair of ſo much Importance will 
admit of, in which we doubt not to comply with 
every Thing that can be reaſonably expected on our 
Fart. 

In the mean Time, having ſome Days ſince pre- 
pared a Bill, which we conceive abſolutely neceſſary, 
not only to. the Trade and Welfare of this Province, 
but to the Support of Government, upon the Suc- 
- ceſs of which our Deliberations, at this Ti 1mez muſt 
in a great Meaſure depend; we now lay it before 
< him as a Bill of the utmoſt Importance, and to which 
we unanimouſly requeſt he would be pleaſed to give 
0 a Aſſent.“ | 


* our Days the Governor and his Council employed 
in conſidering what Return ſhould be made to it; or, 
rather in ſearching out ſuch an Expedient as ſhould 
force the Province into the Meaſures of the Proprie- 
taries, or elſe, by their Refuſal embroil them with the 
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Government, In his very firſt Paragraph, he gave an 


abſolute. Negative to their Bill: He told them, that 
the Product of their preſent Funds was greatly more 
than ſufficient for the Support of Government: That 
he hoped to find them better Subjects co his Majeſty, 
and greater Lovers to their Country, than to make 
the Iſſue of their Bill, in which he and they had an 

equal Right to judge for themſelves, the Rule of their 
Conduct. If, however, (continued he) you 
+ ſhould be of Opinion, that there will be a Neceſ- 
< ſity to ftrike a farther Sum in Bills of Credit, to 

"4 defray the Charges of raiſing Supplies for his Ma- 
* jeſty's Service in this Time of imminent Danger, 
and will create a proper Fund or Funds for ſinking 
the ſame in a few Years, I will concur with you. in 


« * paling a Law for that Purpoſe, chinking myſelf ſuf- 
wt K 4 © ficiently 
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« ficiently warranted ſo to do, in Caſes of real Emer- 


1 


And now, Gentlemen, I hope you will, upon due 
© Conſideration, be of Opinion with me, that the 
chief End of your Bill will be hereby, in a great 
| Meaſure, anſwered, as the Sum to be ſtruck and 
circulated upon this Occaſion, will be ſuch an Ad- 
dition to your preſent Currency, as probably may 
be thought ſufficiently for ſome Time.“ 1 


The Aſſembly alſo, in their Turn, took a ſufficient” - 


ro 


Time for Deliberation : And, having touched on the 
unuſual Manner, in which the Governor had been 
| pleaſed to reject their Bill, and aſſumed ſome Merit 


to themſelves, in not ſuffering any ſeparate Intereſts 


of their own to interfere with the common Good 
Obſerv'd, there was ſome Difference between the 


Royal Orders and the Governor's Manner of —_— 
ing them; choſe therefore to adhere to the former : 
Availed themſelves moſt prudently and ſenſibly of the 


- Cautions ſo circumſtantially recommended and in- 
forced in them, more eſpecially concerning the un- 


doubied Limits, and the Reſtrictions thereupon, that 
his Majeſty may not be rendered the Aggreſſor: Said 
it would be highly preſumptuous in them to judge of 
thoſe undoubted Limits : That inſtead of being called 
upon to reſiſt any hoſtile Attempt made upon any Part of 
Penſyluania, they were called upon to grant ſuch a Sup- 
ply as might enable the Governor to raiſe Forces to be 
ready to join thoſe of Virginia: That, therefore, they 


hope d the Governor, under theſe Circumſtances, would 


concur with them, that the moſt prudent Part for them 


would be to wait the Reſult of the Government of 


Virginia, where no Proviſion had as yet been made that 
they Kew of, nor in any of the neighbouring Colo- 
nies, tho' the ſeveral Governors, in e of the 
King's Command, had made the neceſſary Requiſiti- 
ons of their ſeveral Aſſemblies, and they were equally 
bound by all the Ties of general Intereſt. They alſo 
ſuperadded the Regard due to the Scruples of thoſe 

| =. „ . con- 
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conſcientiouſly principled againſt War, yet deeply 
| ſenſible of the Bleſſings they enjoyed, and willing to 
demonſtrate their Duty and Loyalty, by giving ſuch- 
coccaſional Sums of Money for the King's Ulſe, as 
might be reaſonably expected from ſo young a Colony: 
Took Notice they had contracted a Debt of Fourteen 
hundred Pounds tor Preſents to the Indians, and other- 
Charges ariſing from the late Treaty, which they 
ſhould chearfully diſcharge, though their Proprietaries 
had refuſed to contribute any Part of their Indian 
Expences: Agreed to ſend Commiſſioners to Albany, 
as required, though the Place was ſo remote, and to 
_ defray the Expence, &c. &c. 8 . 

The Difficulty thus retorted on the Governor, and 
bis Reſentment it muſt be ſuppoſed quickened there- 
by, he takes up the Minutes of the laſt Day's Seſ- 
ſions of the laſt Aſſembly, and under the Pretence of 
juſtifying his own Character, revives the old Con- 

troverſy concerning the Paper - Money Inſtructions, by 
a long and angry Paper ſent to the Houſe March 1. 
And, forgetting what he had formerly ſaid in the fol- 
lowing Paragraph, I do not blame you, Gentlemen, 
for contending for what you are perſuaded are your 
* Rights and Privileges, and conſequently, can have 
no Objection to your examining the Validity of the 

King's Inſtruction;' flames out as follows, Had 
* I been an Enemy to the Liberties and Privileges of 
' © the People, or been deſirous of gratifying my own 
« Paſſions at their Expence, it muſt be confeſſed you 
have furniſhed me with the faireſt Occaſion a Go- 
« vernor ſo diſpoſed could poſſibly have wiſhed for. 
For Example; you have voted a Clauſe, propoſed 
to be added to your Bill by his Majeſty's expreſs 
Direction, at the Requeſt of his two Houſes' of 


Parliament, to be deſtructive to the Liberties of the 85 


People of this Province, c. and haye even threa- 
« tened to examine the Validity of the King's Inſtruc- 
tion, if, by a Perſeverance in my Opinion, I laid 
you under the Neceſſity of doing it. What is wn 


1,8" As Hiſerical REVIEW, Kc. 


| © Jeſs than declaring, that the Lords and Commons, 
and his Majeſty's Privy- Council, conſiſting, among 
others, of the moſt eminent Lawyers in Greac- 
Britain, have requeſted, and his Majeſty enjoined, 
an Act directly contrary to Law ?? | 
And he concludes with making a Merit to the Pro- 
vince of the Moderation he had ſhewn, in ſuppreſſing 
his Senſe of the Provocations then offered to him, in 
Hopes of a more diſpaſſionate Behaviour for the 
Future. ä 
The very next Day this Paper was followed by 
another more immediately in Point: The Gover- 
nor, therein, undertaking firſt to defend his Negative 
and the Uſe he had made of it; and, ſecondly, ſo 
to turn the Tables on the Aſſembly, that all the 
Wrong ſhould be on their Side, and all the Right on 
his own. 
The Uſe ande of the different Kanguage uſed by 
the Secretary of State and him, he calls an Evajion ; 
and what they ought not, in Point of Duty, to have 
taken any Advantage of. He then declares he has 
undoubted Aſſurance, That Part of his Majeſty's Do- 
minions, within his Government was, at that Time, 
invaded by the Subjects of a foreign Prince, who had 
erected Forts within the ſame ; and requires them to 
take Notice, That he did then call upon them, pur- 
ſuant to his Majeſty's Orders, in the preſent Emer- 
gency, to grant ſuch Supplies as might enable him to 
draw forth the armed Force of the Province, &c.— 
He then undertook to prove, That the Place where 
the French had then their Head-Quarters was within 
the Limits of the Province; and tells them, that if he 
cid not communicate Materials before to aſſiſt their 
Enquiries into this Fact, ſo neither had they applied 
to him for them: That if they had enquired for them- 
ſelves and ſuppreſſed the Truth, it was extremely diſ- 
ingenuous; if not, their Neglect could be imputed 
to no other Cauſe than a Deſire to have a plau- 
ſible Excuſe for not paying a proper Regard to his 


Majeſty's e - 2 even on Account of the 
Scruples 
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Scruples urged, he had looked on Governor Dinwid- 


gie's Requiſition as a very lucky Circumſtance ; ſee- 
ing, That a Requiſition from himſelf would have ſet 
the Province in the Front of the Oppoſition ; and a 
Refuſal from them, would have expoſed it to the 
Contempt and Deriſion, as well of the French as our 
Indian Allies: That as the French avow theſe Hoſtili- 


ties, ſo the Indians, menaced by them, moſt earneſtly - 


beſought us, to build Places of Refuge, to which 


their Wives and Children might. repair for Safety, 


and alſo to aſſiſt them againſt their Enemies : Thar, 


inſtead of being g governed by the Example of the 


neighbouring Colonies, nothing remained but to give. 


the neceſſary Supplies and thereby ſet the Exam pi to 


them, this Province having been firſt invaded and con- 
ſequently in the moſt immediate Danger: That with- 
out this, they could neither keep their Treaties with 
the Indians, nor demonſtrate their Duty and Loyalty to 

his Majeſty: That, having now done his Duty, what- 
ever il Conſequences might happen, were to be laid 
at their Door: That, with Regard to the Refuſal of 
the Proprietar ies, to contribute any Part of their In- 


dian Expences, it was true, they had refuſed to do it 


in the Manner expected, and they had given their 
Reaſons : But that the Propoſal made by him, the 
| Governor, by their Order, in the Year 1750 and 


1751, in Regard to the building a ſtrong Trading 


Houſe near the Place then invaded and poſſeſſed by 
the French, could not be forgot; which generous Offer“ 


had the Aſſembly thought fit to cloſe with, it might, 


at a ſmall Expence, have prevented all the Miſchiefs 
impending, and ſecured a Country to the Engliſb, 
which probably might not be recovered withouta heavy 
Charge and the Loſs of many Lives. 


Whether the Hoſtilities committed by the French 8 


yVere or were not committed within the Bounds of 
 Penſvania, became the great Queſtion. —The Aſ- 


* gee che Aſſembly? s Anſwer to this Charge keraſtr, in the 


Time of Governor Morris, 
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ſembly called for Evidence; the Governor imparted 


all he could collect; and, after a ſtrict Examination 
of the Premiſes, the Aſſembly choſe only to glance 
at the Inflammatories thrown in their Way, and to 
profeſs their Readineſs to concur with the Governor 
in whatever might preſerve the Harmony between 
the ſeveral Branches of the Legiſlature, ſo neceſſary 


at all Times and eſpecially at a Criſis ſo important, 
fo far as the Preſervation of their Rights and the 
Duty they owed their Conſtituents would permit. 


Not departing, however, from their former Senti- 


ments, nor admitting any one of the Articles laid 


againſt them; but, on the contrary, maintaining, 
That the Secretary of State's Letter could be the 


only Rule of their Conduct; and tacitly upbraiding 
the Governor for 75 ſuddenly altered the whole 


© invaded by the Subjects of a foreign Prince, who 
©. have erected Forts within the ſame; and calls upon 
+ us, purſuant to his Majeſty's Orders in the preſent 
Emergency, to grant ſuch Supplies as may enable 


him to reſiſt thoſe hoſtile Attempts, and repel Force 


© by Force: But, as it appears to us that the Gover- 
nor is. enjoined by the Royal Orders, not to act as 
a Principal beyond the undoubted Limits of his Go- 
BE tots - - ..* vernment;z 


| 
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© yerament ; and as, by the Papers and Evidences 
© ſent down and referred to by the Governor, thoſe 

© Limits have not been clearly aſcertained to our Satiſ- 
faction; we fear the altering our Connections with 
his Majeſty's Colony of Virginia, and the precipitate 
Call upon us, as the Province invaded, cannot an- 
© ſwer any good Purpoſe at this Time, and there- 
fore we are now inclined to make a ſhort Adjourn- 
*mene.” RT Gs 
The Adjournment they propoſed was to the ſixth 
of May: And, before they broke up, the Governor 
again addreſſed them with another Meſſage, in which 
he alſo affected to wave ſeveral Things perſonal to 
himſelf, which, at another Time, he might have 
thought it incumbent on him to take Notice of; and 
proceeded to tell them, That, had they examined with 
their ꝝſual Accuracy the Gentlemen, who by his Ap- 
pointment attended their Houſe, and compared their 
Teſtimony with the written Papers at ſeveral Times 
communicated to them, he thought, it would have 
appeared fo clear to them, that the French had lately 
erected one or more Forts far within the Limits of the 
Province, that nothing leſs than an actual Menſura- 
tion could have made it more evident: That, even 
taking it for granted, however, the fore · mentioned 
Incroachments were not within the ſaid Limits, yet 
be, having been informed by the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, that hoſtile Attempts had been made: on Part of 
his Majeſty's Dominions, and called upon by him for 
the Aſſiſtance of this Province, it was equally their 
Duty, to grant ſuch Supplies as the preſent Exigency 
of Affairs required: And, that he could not but be 
apprehenſive, that ſo long an Adjournment would 
fruſtrate his Majeſty's juſt Expectations from them. 
This Meſſage was dated March g : And April 2, 
we find them ſitting by his ſpecial Summons again: | 
The Occaſion of which was the next Day explained _ 
in the uſual Way by Meſſage, as follows: I am 
no to acquaint you, Gentlemen, that, ſince your | ö 
Adjournment, I have received from Governor Din-  . 
s widaie, 
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le the ſeveral Papers herewith laid before you; 
by which it will appear, that he is taking all ima- 
ginable Pains for the Security of his Majeſty's Do- 
minions, ſo far as the Proviſion made by his Aſ- 
ſembly will permit him to act; and that he is very 
impatient to know the Iſſue of your Deliberations on 
this Subje&t.—I cannot, therefore, doubt bur, 
agreeable to the Profeſſions in your Meſſage of the 
twenty-ſeventh of February, © of being ready and 
6 Filing to demonſtrate your Duty and Loyalty, by 

giving ſuch Sums of Money to the King's Uſe, up- 
4 on all ſuitable Occaſions, as may conſiſt with your 


*« Circumſtances, or can reaſonably be expected from 


« this Province” I ſay I cannot doubt but you will, 


< with the greateſt Alacrity, lay hold on the preſent 


Opportunity of evincing the Sincerity of thoſe Pro- 


felſions, by granting fuch an Aid to his Majeſty, 


© as may comport with the Circumſtances of the 


Province, and be ſuitable to the Exigence of the 
Service. And, in the doing of this, I hope you 
will be guided rather by the Importance of the Con- 
. © cern, than by the Example of other Colonies : It 

< being found by Experience to be a very ill-judged 


© Piece of CEconomy to cramp an Enterprize of this 
Nature in the Article of 1 1 and, that what- 
ever is given on ſuch Occaſions, ſhort of being ſuf- 


© ficient to accompliſh the Ends propoſed, becomes, 


for the, moſt Part, a Waſte of ſo much Treaſure, 
© without anſwering any of the Purpoles for which it 


< was intended. 
© I have at Preſent only to add my Requeſt, that 
whatever you intend to do on this Occaſion, may 


receive all the Diſpatch the Nature of the Thing 


vill admit of; the Seaſon of the Year for Action 
© advancing ſo faſt, that, unleſs our Meaſures be 


— 1 ſpeedily taken, they will, I fear, be rendered Naar 


« gether unſerviceable.* _ 
Upon the Fifth, after many Debates, it was re- 


ſolved, by a ſmall Majority, That a Sum of Money 
| ſhould be en for the . s Uſe; and what the Sum 
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© ſhouldbe, occaſioned many Debates more: T<ven!yThou- 
ſand Pounds being propoſed on the Ninth, it paſſed in 


the Negative by a Majority of twenty-fiveto eight: Re- 


_ duced to Fiſteen Thouſand Pounds it paſſed in the Ne- 
gative twenty-three to ten: Reduced to Tex Thouſand 
Pounds, it paſſed in the Negative twenty-two to 
eleven; and again reduced to Five thouſand Pounds the 
next Day, it again paſſed in the Negative twenty-two 
to ten. Thoſe who had hitherto led the Houle, 
voting affirmatively ; and, on the contrary, thoſe 

who had hitherto: voted afficmatively, going over to 

the Remainder of the Negatives: And this apparent 

Perplexity was, in their Reply to the Governor's 
Meffage, thus accounted for ; And we now beg 
25 Leave to inform the Governor, that we have had 
that Meſſage under our ſerious Conſideration ever 
ſince it came down to the Houſe; but after all our 
Debates thereupon, we find, that near one Half of 
the Members are, for various Reaſons, againſt 
granting any Money to the King's Uſe at this 
Time; and thoſe who are for granting, differ ſo 
widely in their Sentiments concerning the Sum, that 


ing, except in ſuch a Sum, as, in the Judgment of 
many of them, is quite diſproportionate to the 
Occaſion: Therefore, and that the Members may 
have an Opportunity of conſulting their Conſtitu- 
ents on this important Affair, we are now inclined 
to adjourn to the Thirteenth of the next Month.“ 
According to their Adjournment, the Houſe met 
| again, May 6, and were informed by the Governor 
of the Arrival of a Body of French Forces, (conſiſting 
of upwards of 1000 Wien, before the Fort building 
by the Virginians on the Ohio, and the Surrender 
thereof. He aiſo laid before them the Diſpatches he. 
had ſeverally received from Governor Dinwiddie of 
Virginia, concerning the State of that Province, and 
the Succours he wanted and expected; and from Go- 
vernor Delancy of New-York, concerning the Intereſt 


of his Cd s Colonics in General, as well as of 
Penfit- | 


nE C(ͤ 8 


there ſeems at preſent no Poſſibility of their agree- 
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Penfylovania in particular; and faid, * he hoped they 
_ © . would have their due Weight with them in their 
Deliberations and Advice. — The Propoſals made 
by the Governors of Boſton and New-York for an 
Union of the ſeveral Colonies in Indian Affairs, he 
then recommended to them earneſtly, as agreeable to 
his own Sentiments, and likely to be productive of 
more real Benefit, at much leſs Expence than the 

Method hitherto in Uſe of making frequent and 
diſtinct Preſents to the Indians, &c. And he deſired 

to be enabled to inſtruct the Commiſſioners to be ſent 
from their Province, to concur with thoſe of the 
other Colonies, in Caſe a reaſonable ian ſhould be 
offered. 

A joint Bill, for: granting an Aid to the King and 

replacing torn and ragged Bills of Credit, was the 
Reſult of their firſt Day's Debate, and, after ſeveral 

Diviſions, the ſeveral Sums were ſettled at Ten Tbou- 

- fand Pounds for the King and Twen Tbouſand for the 

other Purpoſe. 

The Commons of Great-Britain will not ſuffer a 
| Money-Bill to be amended: The Lords may reject : 
His Majeſty may refuſe his Aſſent: But what they 

give, they give upon their own Terms. 

In Penſylvania a Money- Bill exacted from the Pro- 
vince, by all the Conſiderations which could affect 
generous Minds, or intimidate weak ones, the Dread 

| of an Enemy at the Gates, and of incurring both 

* the Royal Diſpleaſure and the public Odium, for 
| not making a ſeaſonable Proviſion againſt his Ap- 
| 

| 

| 


— 
— 


«proaches, could not be accepled without Amend- 
mens. | 
Even ibis Bil, at ſuch a/'Crifis offered, and for 
ſuch a Service, was returned by the Governor, with 
1 Amnumonts, prefaced with a written Meſſage, of 
4 Which the two following were the moſt material Para- 
—_  —- graphs: viz. | 
| Conſidering the Royal Inſtruction laid before 
the Aſſembly laſt Year, it muſt be apparent that 
5 2: hg at from a Deſire to oblige you ome 
7 6 ente 
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© ſented to raiſe the Money intended for his Majeſty's 
* Uſe in the Manner by you propoſed. And have 


_ © prolonged the Currency of the Bills of Credit, to be 
iſſued in Virtue of the Bill now under Conſidera- 


tion, as far as I can think conſiſtent with my own | 


« Safety. | 


« And, as the Fund to be eſtabliſhed upon the 


Foot of my propoſed Amendment will be more 
© than ſufficient to repay the Sum granted by the Bill, 
I can ſee no Reaſon for extending the Act of Exciſe 
longer than four Years beyond the Date of its pre- 
« ſent Limitation; or for burthening the People 


<* unneceſſarily with a Tax that poſſibly may not be 


e . 3 | 
And theſe propoſed Amendments reſtored Unani- 
mity to the Houſe. For, whereas they had been di- 
vided many Ways in the Courſe of the Bill, they now 
acted with one Will and one Voice, in rejecting That 
concerning the Exciſe, which manifeſtly took its Riſe 
from Proprietary Conſiderations only; and, for the 
Sake of which, either the Service of the Publick was 
to be neglected, or the Province to give up its Un- 

derſtanding. The Latter exceeded the Power of Per- 
ſuaſion; and the Former they left thoſe to anſwer for, 


follows.: The Houſe are nor .inclined to enter 
ito any Diſpute with the Governor on the Subject 

is propoſed Amendments to the Money-Bill ; 
< as the Repreſentatives of the People have an un- 
* doubted Right to judge, and determine, not only 


< of the Sum to be raiſed for the Uſe of the Crown, 


- 


but of the Manner of raiſing it. 
The Governor, in his Meſſage of the Nineteenth 
© of February, was pleaſed to tell us, © That, if the 


.** Houſe ſhould be of- Opinion that there will be 


4 a Neceſſity to ſtrike a farther Sum in Bills of Cre- 


4 dit, to defray the Charges of raiſing Supplies for 
& his Majeſty's Service in this Time of imminent 


bc om it belonged. 1 5 
Pheir Reply to the Governor on this Occaſion was 
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<« Danger, and would create a proper Fund or Funds, 


* for ſinking the ſame in a few Years, he would con- 


« cur with us in paſſing a Law for that Purpoſe, 


; 08 thinking himſelf ſufficiently warranted fo to do in 


«© Caſes of real Emergency.” 
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On this Aſſurance the Houſe have prepared a Bill, 

and preſented it to the Governor, to ſtrike che Sum of 
Ten Thouſand Pounds, to give the ſame to the King's 
Uſe, and to fink it by an Extenſion of the Exciſe 
Act for a farther Term of Ten Years. The Gover- 
nor will be pleaſed to conſider, that his Predeceſſor, 


to whom the mentioned Inſtruction was given, did 


afterwards paſs an Act of the ſame Kind, extending 
the Exciſe Act ten Years (now near expired) for a 
Grant of Five Thouſand Pounds only ; and we never 


heard that he incurred the Royal Diſpleaſure for ſo 


oing. As the Sum we grant is double, we had no 
Expectation that our propoſing the /ame Term 


would have been deemed extravagant. The Gover- 


nor thinks four Years ſufficient ; > but, as the Re- 
preſentatives are beſt acquainted with the Circum- 
ſtances of the People, and muſt themſelves, as a 
Part of the People, bear a Share of all Burthens laid 
upon them, it ſeems not reaſonable to ſuppoſe they 
will lay ſuch. Burthens unneceſſarily. They now 
offer Ten Thouſand Pounds to the Crown, and pro- 


poſe a Manner of raiſing it, that they judge moſt 


eaſy and convenient for the People they repreſent : 
And, if the Governor thinks fit to refuſe it, meerly 
from an Opinion that a ſhorter Term for ſinking the 
Bills would be more eaſy for the People, we cannot 
but ſuppoſe; that, ſince the Meſſages in which he 
ſo warmly recommended this Affair to us, he 
has, on farther Advices, or better Conſideration, 
changed his Sentiments of the Importance of the 


preſent Occaſion for Supplies, and doth not now 
think the Danger ſo imminent, or the Emergency 


ſo great or ſo real, as he then eee it to 
be. | 


©. They 
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They alſo intimated at the ſame Time, That, it 


being an inconvenient Seaſon for the Members to be 
abſent from their reſpective Homes, they deſired the 


Governor to let them know his Reſult as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. | | 


and proved to be of a Nature altogether extraordi- 


nary.— Having charged the Aſſembly with laying 


down a Poſition in their laſt Meſſage derogatory to the 


Rights of Government; in maintaining, That the 


Repreſentatives of the People have an undoubted 


Right to judge and determine, not only of the Sum 


to be raiſed for the Uſe of the Crown but of the Man- 


ner of raiſing of it, he firſt acknowledges that Right, 


and then whiſtles it away, by arguing, it was not an 
_ excluſive Right; one Half of the Legiſlative Powers 


being veſted in the Governor. After which he goes 
on to ſay, That he had neither objected to the Sum, 


though he wiſhed it had been larger and more ſeaſon- 
ably granted, nor to the Manner of raiſing it, though 
he could have alſo wiſhed it had not been by com- 


pelling him to depart from the Letter of his Majeſty's 
Inſtruction, but only to the Extenſion of the Fund, 


whereby the Money is propoſed to be repaid, to an 
unneceſſary Length, by which a Tax was to be laid 
and continued upon the People without the leaſt ap- 


parent Neceſſity: And that he was ſorry to find, they 


were not fatisfied with a Fund by which the 10, oool. 
granted to his Majeſty would be repaid in the eaſieſt 
Manner in fix Years, and leave a Surplus of ſeveral 
Thouſand Pounds in their Hands to be diſpoſed of as 
they thought fit; and that, for the ſaid 10, oool. ſa 
granted, they were deſirous of obtaining more than 


three Times the Sum for themſelves : That the Ex- 
ample of any former Governor was not to be a Rule 
for him: But that, however, if they would inlarge the 


Sum given for his Majeſty's Uſe, he would extend 
the Time for repaying it in the ſame Proportion 


already allowed in his Amendment, which he ſhould 
not otherwiſe recede from: That it was poſſible more 


L 2 might 


And upon the next Day but one this Reſult came; | 
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might be concealed under this folicitude for ſo long an 
Exlenſion of the Exciſe than they were willing ſhould 
be diſcovered :—And here a Paragraph occurs, which 
does indeed make a Diſcovery, and which will be of 
ſingular Uſe to the intelligent Reader through. the 
whole Courſe of the Controverſy, viz. It is 
< well known, that by the Laws now in Force, the 
public Money is folely in the Difpoſal of the Aſſem- 
bly, without the Participation of the Governor; 
nevertheleis, while theſe Acts, by which Money 
was raiſed, were of ſhort Duration, the Governor 
had now and then an Opportunity of obliging the 
Aſſembly in a very eſſential Manner by a Renewal 
of thoſe Acts, and thereby of making himſelf ac- 
ceptable to them; but to extend them to ſuch an 
unreaſonable Length of Time as you now deſire, 
might be to render him in a great Mcafure unneceſ- 
ſary to them during the Continuance of thoſe Acts, 
but upon Terms very diſagreeable to himſelf, as 
well as injurious to his Conſtituents : To this Con- 
e therefore I will not be the Means of reducing 

Succeſfor of mine; and this Circumſtance is of 
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Ap no ſmall additional Weight with me to adhere to my _ 


Amendment.“ — He then deſires them to obſerve, 
That the Queſtion between them, is not, which is beſt 
acquainted with the Circumſtances of the People ? 
but whether it was reaſonable to burden them with an 
unneceſfary Tax: Aſſures them, they are exceedingly 
* miſtaken if they really ſuppoſed he had either changed 


his Sentiments with Reſpect to the Importance of the 


preſent Occaſion for Supplies, or that he was leſs ap- 
prehenſive of the Dangers the Provinee was then ex- 
poſed to from the Invaſion of a foreign Power than 
before: Makes a Merit of having gone farther in his 
Condeſcenſions to pleaſe them, than he was warrant- 
ce d to do, by the King's Inſtruction, unleſs they made 

an Addition to the Supply, by extending their Cur- 
reney a, Year longer than the utmoſt Term allowed 
to the Eaſtern Governments by the late Act of Par- 
laments Adds, that he wel Kacw the! State of their 

3 | e 
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Funds, and that the Z79n-Office itſelf, were the Money 
duly collected, was able to furniſh a 'much larger Sum 
.than the Sum granted upon this important Occaſion, 


independant of the Intereſt hereafter to accrue, &c. 


That ſuch being the favourable State of their Finances, 
in declining to do what his Majeſty ſo juſtly expected 


from them, merely becauſe he, the Governor, would 


not wholly depart from his Inſtruction, they became 


more juſtly. chargeable with a wanton Diſregard of his 


_ Majeſty's Commands, than he could poſſibly be with 
the Lukewarmneſs imputed to him, which he had the 
greateſt Deteſtation of : And with a Mixture of Per- 


ſuaſion and Menace, he came to a Concluſion as fol- 


Jows, Let me therefore,. Gentlemen, recommend to 
« your ſerious Attention, a Review of your Conduct 
upon the preſent Occaſion, and if you ſhall find 


that you have been too precipitate in the Reſolution . 
contained in your Meſſage, let me intreat you to 


* rectify it before it be too late; for, as I muſt be o- 


© bliged ſoon to lay this whole Tranſaction before his 


< Majeſty, it would give me the greateſt Pleaſure that 
both you and I might receive his gracious Appro- 


bation of our Services. But if, contrary to my 


Hopes, you ſhould ſtill perſiſt in refuſing to accept 
of my Amendment, and the Bill ſhould by that 
Means be loſt, I cannot but apprehend ſome unhap- 
* py Conſequences to the Province from your extra- 
ordinary Behaviour.“ 

There is, one would think, a magical Power in 
Government capable not only of altering, but even 


reverſing the Forms, Colours, and Eſſences of Things: 
To common Senſe it ſeems evident, that the · People 


give, and the Governor refuſes to accept: And that the 
laid Governor by avowing Proprietary and Deputy- 
 Government-Reaſons for ſuch his Refuſal, avows, that 
the King's Service and the People's Safety are but ſub- 
ordinate Conſiderations But our own Eyes are not 
to be truſted it ſeems—— None of this is ſo If 


the People do not do all that; is required of them, and 


— 
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in the Manner required, they do nothing ; and all 
the Miſchiefs that enſue are to be laid at their Door. 


The Aſſembly were not, however, to be amuſed 


by the Waving of a Government-Wand ; but on the 
... contrary having beſtowed as much Time upon the Af- 
fair as was neceſſary for a thorough Diſcuſſion of it, 


came to a Courſe of fpirited Reſolutions z of which 


CCC 
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the moſt material and ts Ar are thoſe which 
follow, wiz. | 


95 That the Raiſing of Money for — 9 of Go- 
vernment and other public Uſes, by an Exciſe on 
ſpirituous Liquors, hath been practiſed in this Pro- 
vince, with very little Intermiſſion, for more than 
thirty Years paſt, and hath not been found, com- 
munibus annis, to produce more Money than was 
neceſſary for thoſe Uſes. | 
That the raiſing Money by fuch Exciſe, 12 by 


| Experience been found leſs burthenſome to the Peo- 


ple, than the Method of Poll and Pound Rates ; 

and hence the Load of public Expence hath been 
more chearfully borne, Government more liberally 
ſupported, thoſe who ſerve the Public better and 
more punctually paid, and greater Sums given 


from time to time to the King's Ule, than could o- 
therwiſe have well been raiſed. 


That if the Exciſe Act be extended but four 
Years, and the Sum of ten thouſand Pounds is to be 


ſunk thereby in that Term, yearly provincial Taxes 


by Poll and Pound Rates (always more grievous to 
the People) mult probably in a ſhort Time become 
neceſſary, to defray the uſual and contingent Ex- 
pences of the Government. 

That if there really were, which is very uncer- 
tain, ſo great a Sum outſtanding due to the Pub- 


lick, as if collected, would be in the Diſpoſition of the 


Houſe, and ſufficient to Anſwer the preſent Emer- 


gency; yet, to inforce the Collection ſuddenly, by 
_ * ſeizing and felling. the Eſtates of the delinquent 
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© Borrowers, in this Time of Scarcity of Money, 
when ſo many Plantations being offered at once to 
Sale, could not probably find a ſufficient Number of 
good Purchaſers, and muſt conſequently ſell for much 
leſs than their real Value, would be cruel, oppref- 


five, and ruinous to the People. 


That the Right of Judging and Determining, 
not only of the Sum neceſſary to be raiſed for any 
public Service, but of the Time and Manner of 
raiſing it, and Term for paying it, is ſolely in the 
Repreſentatives of the People; and that the Gover- 
nors of this Province have not, nor ever had, nor 
can have, any Right to interfere therein, under 
Pretence of rectifying Miſtakes, eaſing the People, 
or any other Pretence whatever. 

“That a juſt, upright and prudent Adminiſtration 
of Government, will always be the beſt and moſt _ 


effectual Means of obtaining and ſecuring the Af- 


fections of the People; and that it is neither neceſ- 


ſary nor expedient to deny the preſent Aſſembly the 


Exerciſe of their juſt Rights, that a future Gover- 
nor may have an Opportunity of obliging a future 


Aſſembly by permitting it. | ; 
That an Act of Parliament made expreſly to re- 
medy Diſorders in the Eaſtern Governments, and 


in which this Province is neither named, nor in- 


tended, cannot by any Conſtruction be ſuppoſed 
binding on the Governors or Aſſemblies of Pen- 
Hlvania. 

That to refuſe a Grant of ter thouſand Pounds to 
the King's Uſe at this critical Juncture, when the 
Service of the Crown, and the Welfare, preſent 
and future, of all the Britiſh Colonies, ſeem to the 
Governor ſo eminently to demand Supplies, meerly 
from an Opinion in the Governor, that he can judge 
better than the People's Repreſentatives what is 


moſt for their Eaſe, or that a future Governor may 


have an Opportunity of making himſelf acceptable, 
appears to this Houſe to be ſacrificing too much, 
EE | L 4 | to 
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0 to Conſiderations of uncertain and ſmall Mo- 
ment. ED 
That we have how e the Governor a Bill ww 
| «granting ten thauſand Pounds to the King's Uſe, to- 
be ſunk by extending the Exciſe for ten Years, (a 
Bill of the like Tenor of that of 1746 [paffed by 
Governor Thomas] for granting the Sum of five 
© thouſand Pounds to the King's Uſe, to be ſunk by 
extending the Exciſe for ten Years) to which he has 
6. been pleaſed to refuſe his Aſſent. ö 
That as the Governor [in his Meſſage of the «ſt 
8 of March lat] acknowledged the Term of ten Years 
for extending the Exciſe to ſink the E thouſand 
„Pounds, was a SHORT Space of Fime,”. and thav 
there was not the leaſt Probability of that Act's pro- 
«ducing any of the Incomveniencies complained of; 
the ſame Term of ten Years for extending the Ex- 
 ©'ciſe to fink TEN thouſand Pounds, muſt, in eonſe- 
6 quence, be allowed a © $HoRT Space of Time:“ 
„And, the Bill he now refuſes being of the fame Te- 
nor, there cannot be the leaſt Probability of its 
66 producing the Inconveniences complained of; the 
«preventing of which for the future appears clearly 
< [to the Governor] to have been the ſole End and 
<- Purpoſe of the Royal Inſtruction.“ | 
© That the Governor having, as he 1 [to of 
his own. Words] “ inconteltably proved, that the 
* zrue and real Intention of the Royal Inſtruction 
. could have been no other than to guard againſt the 
” Abuſes enumerated in the Body of it; and the Act 
for granting five thouſand Pounds for the King's 
Uſe, paſſed by the late Governor, in 1746, being 
. of a SINGULAR and QUITE DIFFERENT NATURE 
«from Acts. paſſed-upon ordinary Occaſions, could 
* nor. be comprebended within the Meaning of the 
e ſaid InftruQtion :* The: Bill now offered to the 
© Governor for granting n thouſand Pounds for the 
« King's. Uſe, heing alſo of a $INcuLar-and QuiTy - 


« * Na TuRE from Acts FE upon ordinary 
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© Occaſions, and of the fame Tenor with the Act 


_ © paſſed in 1746, cannot he comprehended, by the 
© Governor, (unleſs he has very lately altered his Opi- 
nion) to be within the Meaning of the Royal I: - 
* ſtruction ; and therefore, - | 


© That it is our Opinion, that if the Governor is 


© reſtricted by any Inſtruction from paſſing this Bill, 
it muſt be by ſome 1nſtrafion which he has never 
6 been pleaſed to lay before this Houſe, - and not the 


© Royal Inſtruction, the Operation of which, againſt 


Bills of this Tenor, he hath fo effectually invali- 
dated. 3 5 
That this Houſe will this Day adjourn to the 
c nineteenth Day of the Month called Auguſt, next. | 


Before they adjourned, however, and without any 


Mention made of theſe Reſolutions, they addreſſed 


the Governor by Meſſage; in which, having civilly 
and thankfully obſerved the Care he had taken, to ob- 
tain the beſt Intelligence he was able of what was pro- 


oſed to be tranſacted at the enſuing Treaty to be 
1eld at Albany, &c. they proceeded as follows. And 


as he has been pleaſed to requeſt our Sentiments on 
the Inſtructions to be given the Gentlemen Com- 
© miſſioners on the Part of this Province, “to which 
„e he will pay the greateſt Regard,” we can do no 
< leſs than return him our grateful Acknowledgments 
© for his Condeſcenſion and Juſtice; and would chear- 
fully comply therewith at this Time: But when we 


* conſider, that no Propoſitions for an Union of the 


© Colonies, in Indian Affairs, can effectually anſwer 
the good Purpoſes, or be d e than they 
are confirmed by Laws, enacte | 

© Governments comprized in that Union; that we 
© know not what Reſtrictions the'Governor may lie 


under in paſſing our Acts; and that we have very 
10 


* little Reaſon to depend upon any Affiſtance in our 
© Iadian Expences, where, by a former Aſſembly, it 


© has been reſpectfully addreſſed for, and where we 


„ think in Juſtice we have a Right to expett it; we 
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are, under theſe Circumſtances, at a Loſs to adviſe 
him on the important Articles he has been pleaſed 
to propoſe to our Conſideration. Nevertheleſs, as 


tlemen the Governor has been pleaſed to name for 
this Commiſſion, ſo we confide in their Abilities 
and Prudence to anſwer the Ends propoſed in the 
Letter from the Lords of Trade, of the eighteenth 


venant Chain with the Six Nations, and by fruſt- 
rating, as far as lies in their Power, any Attempts 


Britiſh Intereſt: And for this Purpoſe, in Com- 
pliance with the ſaid Letter from the Lords of 


RM M M K K AAA „ RA aA RR aA =« 86 


< to thoſe Indians on our Behalf, however inconve- 
- © nient we may judge it to hold our Treaties at Al- 
© any on other Occaſions”. | 


Laſtly : The Governor alſo, on his Part, deſired 


the Members ſent with this Meſſage to acquaint the 
Houſe, that as ſome Parts of the Minutes of that 


Seſſion might be neceſſary to be mentioned in the Re- 


preſentation the Governor found himſelf. obliged to 1 
make to his Majeſty, in Anſwer to his royal Order, in 


relation to the Invaſion of his Dominions by the French 


and their Indian Allies, he deſired the Houſe would or- 


der a Copy thereof to be delivered to him: And an 
Order was thereupon made, that the ſaid Minutes 
might be delivered to him accordingly. 


Their next Meeting was on the 7th of Auguſt fol- 


lowing, by ſpecial Summons : Upon which Occaſion, 
the Governor, having ſent for the Houſe, acquainted 
them with Waſhington's Defeat, and in the moſt 
folemu Manner (his Words) recommended to them a 
chearful and vigorous Reſolution of diſlodging from 
the Neighbourhood of their Settlements, not the Set- 
tlements themſelves, or Parts unſettled far within the 
Limits of the Province, as before confidently aſſerted 


from undoubted Aſſurance] not indeed as Principals, but 


in Concurrence with the Government of Virginia, 


when 


we have already declared our Satisfaction in the Gen- 


of September laſt, by renewing at this Interview the Co- 
which have been made to withdraw them from the 


Trade, we have now granted a Preſent to be made 


Fi! , ea a ea,o A > 


James HAMILTON, Eig. Dep. Governor. 13 PE 


when the Determinations taken there ſhould be com- 
municated to them—Urging, that in the mean while 
it would be highly expedient to take into Conſidera- 


tion the moſt proper Ways and Means of raiſing a 


Supply for this Service; and that in doing thereof, 
they ſhould induſtriouſly avoid whatever might be 


likely to occaſion any Difference of Opinion between 


him and them, to the Detriment of the common 


Cauſe, &c. That ſome Proviſion ſhould be made for 
the Support of ſuch Indians as, flying from the Enemy, 
had taken Refuge amongſt their Brethren of Penſyl- 


vania: That the Inhabitants on the Frontiers had alſo 
by their Petitions applied to him for Protection: That 
the defenceleſs State of the Province in general, de- 
manded their ſpecial Conſideration: That it was be- 


come his indiſpenſable Duty to preſs it upon them ac- - 


cordingly, &c. And in the Cloſe of all he expreſſed 
himſelt as follows. | | ; 
© It is with great Satisfaction, that I now commu- 
nicate to you the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners 
at the late Treaty at Albany; as, on Peruſal there- 
of, you will clearly perceive, that the Lands on the 
River Ohio do yet belong to the [ndians of the Six 
Nations, and have, long ſince, been by them put 
under the Protection of the Crown of England. 
That the Proceedings of the French in erecting Forts 


never received the Countenance or Approbation of 
thoſe Nations; but, on the contrary, are expreſly 
declared by them, to have been without their Pri- 


the rapid Progreſs of the French, and in ſevere Terms 
reproach us. with ſupine Negligence, and the de- 
fenceleſs State of our Poſſeſſions; and, in Effect, 


„„ G o W ian d W 06,4 n 


call upon us to fortify our Frontiers, as well for the 
That, 
after a due and weighty Reflection on theſe ſeveral 
Matters, with many others of equal Importance, 


Security of their Countries as of our own. 


the Commiſſioners thought it neceſſary to conſider 
of, and draw up a Repreſentation of the preſent 


State of the Colonies : And from thence, judging 


* | that 


on that River, and in the Countries adjacent, have 


vity or Conſent.— That they are greatly alarmed at 


* 
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136 An Hiſtorical REVIEW, &c © 
that no effectual Oppoſition was like to be made to 
© the deſtructive Meaſures of the French, but by an 
nion of them all for their mutual Defence, deviſed 
* likewiſe a general Plan for that Purpoſe, to be 
offered to the Conſideration of their reſpective Le- 
< giflatures.. | e 2855 
* And as both thoſe Papers appear to me to con- 
< tain Matters of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Wel- 
fare of the Colonies in general, and to have been 
_ © digeſted and drawn up with great Clearneſs and 
Strength of Judgment, I cannot but expreſs my 
Approbation of them; and.do therefore recommend 
© them to you, as well worthy of your cloſeſt and 
« moſt ferious Attention.“ RE. 35 
The Particulars contained in this Speech were alſo 
inforced by ſeveral Papers communicated at the ſame 
Time: And the Houſe taking the Premiſſes into 
Conſideration, after various Debates, Diviſions, Re- 
jections, Fc. agreed to a Bill for ſtriking the Sum 
of 35,0007. in Bills of Credit, and for granting 
13, 000 J. thereof for the King's Uſe, and for apply- 
ing the Remainder to the Exchange of torn and 
ragged Bills: Which, being preſented to the Go- 
vernor, produced the following Anſwer, vx. 
»The Governor promiſed himſelf from the Re- 
© queſt he made to the Houſe in his Speech at the : 
Opening of the Seſſion, that (conſidering the Im- 15 
« portance of the Occaſion) they would have fallen 
upon ſome Method of raiſing Money for the King's 
Uſe, to which he might have had no material Ob- 5 
jection; and could not help therefore being ex- ] 
© tremely mortified at finding the Bill now preſented 5 
dim for that Purpoſe, to be not only formed on ) 
= © the-ſaid Plan, bur to be nearly of the ſame Tenor 
With that to which he refuſed his Aſſent at their t 
© laſt Meeting. He has nevertheleſs complied with . 
« the Priiffer he then made them. and has agreed to ? 
© extend the Fund they have choſen to raiſe the. Mo- | p 
8 
? 


' © ney upon, in the ſame Proportion as they have in- 
© ereaſed the Sum granted to his Majeſty, But the 
e ee e Houſe 


< 


a H. PP EETY E/q. Dep. r 157 
< Houſe is peremptory, and will admit of no Al- 


© teration in their Bill. All then that remains, after 


aſſuring them that the Governor, leſt the King's 
Service ſhould ſuffer, has ſtrained his Powers even 
beyond what he almoſt dares think conſiſtent with 
© his Safety, is, to ſubmit our reſpective Conduct to 


the Judgment of our Superiors. But he hopes this 
"© alfo may be rendered unneceſſary by the Arrival of 
the Gentleman that is to ſucceed him in the Admi- 
niſtration, who may every Day be looked for among 
us: and who may poſſibly think himſelf more ar 


© liberty, with reſpe& to the Matter in Controverſy, - 


© than the Governor can preſume to do. In the 
© mean while it is hoped no conſiderable Detriment 


may ariſe to his Majeſty's Affairs in the ſhort In- 


* terval between this and the Time of his actual 


Arrival. 


So much has already been faid upon chis Subject 
© on another Occaſion, that the Governor declines 
any farther Enlargement thereon, as well knowing 
that public Diſputes of this Nature frequently ter- 


mminate in private Animoſities, which he is very de- 


ſirous of avoiding; and therefore only expects from 
the Houſe that they will do him the fame Juſtice he 
is willing to do them, in ſuppoſing him to act from 
his Judgment, when he tells them that he cannot 
recede from his Amendments.” 


This was the laſt Act of Mr. Hamilton' 8 Govern- 


ment. Weary of a Service, which he found incom- 
patible, if not with his Notions of Honour, at leaſt 
with his Repoſe, he had deſired to be diſmiſſed; and 
was ſucceeded by Robert Hunter Morris, Eſq. 


In the Beginning of O#ober, 1754, much about 


the Time of Mr. Morris's Arrival at Philadelphia, 


4 new Aſſembly was to be choſen in the Courſe of the 


Year, and had been choſen accordingly. 


To theſe, fammened according to Form up to his 


Councit-chamber, the new Governor made a ſhort 
Speech; importing, His Perſuaſion that the Pro- 
prictirits bad TROY more at heart than the Welfare 
i and 
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153 An Hiſtorial RE VI EV, &c. 
and Proſperity of the People: His own Self- flattery 
that it was from the Opinion that they had entertained 
of his Diſpoſition to promote the general Happineſs - 
to the utmoſt of his Power, they had made choice of 
him: The Reſolution he had taken not to diſappoint 
them: Afﬀurances, that he ſhould, upon all Occa- 
fions, be ſludious to protect the People committed to 
his Charge in their civil and religious Privileges, and 
careful to maintain the juſt Rights of Government, 
as equally conducive to the public Good: A Recom- 
mendation, in particular, of the State of the Frontier 
both of that and the neighbouring Governments ; 
 wobere they would find the French acting with a ſteady 
Uniformity and avowed Reſolution to make them- 
felves Matters of the Country: An Interſperſion of 
certain Stimulatives, drawn from a Contemplation of 
the Miſeries they would be expoſed to, in caſe they 
fuffered the Enemy to ſtrengthen themſelves in their 
Poſts; and an earneſt Call upon them, in his Majeſ- 
ty's Name, to exert themſelves at that critical Junc- 
ture in Defence of their Country: And laſtly, a De- 
claration, that if they ſhould find any Laws wanting 
tor the better Government of the Province, he ſhould 
be ready to enter upon the Conſideration of ſuch as 
they ſhould propoſe, and give his Conſent to ſuch as 


he ſhould think reaſonable.* 


More Doubts than Confidence, it may be pre- 
ſumed, this Speech excited: For the Aſſembly hav- 
ing, upon the Report, beſtowed ſome Time in the 
Conſideration of it, thought fit to call for a Copy of 
the Governor's Commiſſion, as alſo of the Royal Ap- 
_ probation, before they proceeded to anſwer it. 5 
This Anſwer was alſo as dry, and as cautiouſly 
worded, as the Governor's Speech. They echoed 
back what Parts of it they could ; and they joined 
Hue with the Governor in promiſing with the ſame 
Sincerity, to contribute every thing in their Power to 
| ſupport him in the Exertion of the juſt Rights of 
Government, conducive to the good Ends by him 
ſpecified. Aiter which they proceeded SE | arg | 
„ - Ords: 
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Words: The Encroachments of the French on his 
« Majeſty's Territories, and their hoſtile Proceedings 
in this Time of Peace, are truly alarming; and as 
they have been long ſince known in Great Britain, 
we were in Hopes,. on the Governor's Arrival, to 
have received Inſtructions from the Crown how ta 
conduct ourſelves on this important Occaſion : But 
as we have not had any ſuch laid before us, the 
Royal Order ſent to the ſeveral Colonies by the 
Earl of Holderneſs, in his Letter of the Twenty 
eighth of Auguſt, 1753, appears to be the only Rule 
by which we can now act with Safety. And as we 
find our late Aſſembly did what was moſt conſiſt- 
ent with the Truſt repoſed in them, to comply 
therewith, the Governor may likewiſe depend upon 
our doing whatever can be reaſonably expected 
from us for the Good of this Province, or the ge- 
neral Intereſt of the Britiſh Colonies on the Con- 
tinent, whenever our Aſſiſtance can be applied to 
any valuable Purpoſe. But at preſent, as we know 
not where to direct our Aid, and as this has not 
been the uſual Time of doing Buſineſs, occaſioned 
by the Governor's being obliged to give his At- 
tendance elſewhere, we are inclined, if he has no 
Objection, or any thing farther to lay before us, to 
make a ſhort Adjournment; and if, during our 
Receſs, any Matters of Importance ſhould come to 
his Knowledge, we ſhall chearfully attend the Go- 
vernor's Call of our Houſe, and contribute our 
Aſſſiſtance for the public Good.” . 
The Reſult was, that the Governor thanked them 
for their Speech, and concurred in their Propoſition; 
upon which they adjourned accordingly. 5 
In the Beginning of December they met again: 
And then the Governor communicated a Letter from 
Sir Thomas Robinſon, Secretary of State, dated July 5, 
17543 by which it appears, That for upwards of ten 
Months, the Caſe of the Northern Colonies, actually 
invaded by the French, had not been made the fore- 
moſt Point of Conſideration here at home; and that 
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the Americans were in a Sort of Diſgrace at Court» 
for not having broken thro” all the Cautions laid up- 
on them before, and aſſumed: and exerciſed all the 
Powers of Government in taking care of themſel ves. 


Let the Reader Judge for himſelf. 


als © rs, | Whitehall, Fuly 5, 1754. 
« Your Letter of the 25th of November laſt, in 

« Anſwer to the Earl of Holderneſſe's of the 28th of 
< Auguſt. having been received and laid before the 
8 King, Jam to > acquaint you, That it is his Majeſ- 
* ty*s expreſs Command, that you ſhould, in obe- 
«* dience thereto, not only act vigorouſly in the De- 
« fence of the Government under your Care, but that 
you ſhould likewiſe be aiding and aſſiſting his Ma- 
1 s other American Colonies, to repel any hoſtile 
Attempts made againſt them; and it was with 
great Surprize, that the King obſerved your total 
Silence upon that Part of his Majeſty's Orders, 
4 which relate to a Concert with the other Colonies, 
< .which, you muſt be ſenſible, is now become more eſ- 
* fentially neceſſary for their common Defence, ſince 


the Account received by you from Major Waſbing- 


© ton, with regard to the Hoſtilities committed by 
the French upon the River Ohio, which verify in 


fact what was apprehended when the Earl of Hol- 


* derneſſe wrote ſo fully to you in Auguſt laſt, and 


* which might have been, in great meaſure, if not totally 


prevented, had every one of his Majeſty's Govern- 
© ments exerted the:nſelves according to thoſe Direc- 
tions, the Obſervance whereof I am now, by the 


King's Command, to inforce to pop in the ch 


« Manner. I am, Sc. 


'T . Govirnan alſo 2 this . with a 
Speech; in which occur the following curious Parti- 
culars, vi. 5 
From the Lenin and Intelligence I haye. order- 
+ ed to be laid before you, it will appear that the 
* TO have.now, at their rd at Mohongialo, above 
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turned the Eyes of Europe to this Quarter of the 

World, as it is uncertain what Effects they may pro- 

© duce. The Conduct, therefore, of theſe Colonies 11 
© will be more than ever the Object of their Atten- _ 

tion, and ours in particular-who are moſt immedi- 1 
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© a thouſand regular Troops, beſides Indians. That 
they are well ſupplied with Proviſions, and that 
7 have lately received an additional Number of 
Cannon: That their upper Forts are alſo well garri- 
ſoned and provided; and that they are making a 
Settlement of three hundred Families in the Coun- 
try of the 7 wigtwees, at the South-weſt End of the 
Lake Erie. 
From thoſe Papers you will likewiſe be inform: 
ed of the Uſe they have made of their laſt Year's 
Succeſs among the Indians of the Six Nations, hav- 
ing prevailed with many of them to remove to Ca- 
nada, who will either be neuter in the preſent Diſ- 
pute, or take up Arms againſt us, while ſuch few 
of the Indians, as ſtill retain their Attachment to the 
Engliſh, dare not be active for us, till they ſee a 
Force in the Field ſuperiour to that of the French: 
And if that be not ſoon, they will certainly give up _ 
our Cauſe, and embrace the tempting Offers made 
them by the French. 

Gentlemen, It is now ſeveral Years ſince the French 
undertook this Expedition, and we have long had 
full Intelligence of their Deſigns, and of the Steps 
they have taken to carfy them into Execution : 
Their Progreſs indeed has been very ſurprizing, 
owing chiefly to the Inactivity of the Engliſh Colo- 
nies, who, I am ſorry to ſay, have looked with too 
much Indifference upon an Affair that muſt end in 
their Ruin, if not timely prevented.” 

[Poor Colonies !. Expoſed on one hand Cenſured 


* 


In a ſubſequent Paragraph he alſo proceeds as fol- 


© Theſe Incroachments of the French upon the Ter- 
ritories of the Crown of Britain in America, have 
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certainly very alarming 


ately concerned : For, whether. the French Forts 


are within the particular Limits of this Province or 


not, I look upon to be very immaterial in the pre- 


ſent Caſe, tho' in my Opinion they are clearly ſo : 
But be that as it may, our Situation at preſent is 


Borders are numerous, ſtrongly fortified, well pro- 
vided, and daily increaſing—— The ſmall Body of 
Engliſh Troops on the Frontiers, weakened by the 
Deſertion from the Independent Companies, and the 
Want of Diſcipline in the New Levies The Six 


Nations of Indians, formerly our firm Friends, di- 


vided among themſelves, many of them gone over 
to the French, and others wavering and in doubt 
whether to follow their Brethren, or continue with 


us The neighbouring Provinces (except Virginia) 


tho* nearly intereſted in the Iſſue of the preſent 
Affair, either contributing nothing towards the com: 


mon Cauſe, or fparingly. And tho' Virginia has 


indeed given thirty thouſand Pounds, yet it will avail 
but little, unleſs a conſiderable Body of Troops be 
ſent from this Province, and kept up till the Work 


. 

Permit me therefore, Gentlemen, to preſs this 
Matter upon you: Exert yourſelves upon the pre- 
ſent Occaſion; diſſipate the Cloud that hangs over 


your Country, and ſave her from the threatened 
Deſtruction. His Majeſty, ever anxious for the 
Welfare of all his Subjects, excites and commands 
us—— The Eyes of a Britiſþ Parliament, of the 
People of our Mother Country, of the other Ame- 
rican Colonies, and even of all Europe, are upon us 

And the Fate of this Country, the Happineſs 
or Miſery of your Poſterity, very much depend on 
your Reſolutions? 


Thus Penſylvania alone muft be put in the Front 


of the Battle, muſt undertake for all, pay for all, &c. 

Sc. and is goaded on fo to do by the very Proprieta- 
ries and their Peputy, who ſhould have ſtood in the || 

Gap, and endeared themſelves to the Province, by | 


The French on our 5 


endeavouring to have the Load laid as equally on the 
whole Continent, and the Effort made as generally 
as poſſible. | | : | | | 
It is viſible, the Governor's Name ſignified no- 
thing, whether Hamilton or Morris; except that the 
hardeſt Driver was ſure to be the beſt thought of by 


his Employers: And it was but natural, that the Aſ- 
ſembly ſhould be as reſolute to continue the Province 


in ſuch a State as might render it worth preſerving, as 
they were willing to contribute whatſoever they pro- 
perly could towards its Preſervation—Pen/ylvania was 
more dear to them for the Excellency of its Conſti- 

tution, than the Excellency of its Soil : And whatever 
the narrow Notions of Proprietaries may be, as the 


Liberty of the Province is diminiſhed, the Value of 
their Poſſeſſions in it will diminiſh in the ſame Pro- 


9 


rtion. 
To diſcharge all Duties at once, therefore, they 
again put the Demands for the general Service, and 
thoſe Er the particular Intereſt of the Province, upon 
the ſame Footing, by the old Expedient of a Currency 
Bill, providing for ſtriking the Sum of forty thouſand 
Pounds in Bills of Credit; one Moiety for the King's 
Uſe, and the other for. replacing damaged Bills: 
Which they ſent up to the Governor for his Concur- 
rence, with a written Meſſage, of which what follows 
was the moſt material Part. | 8 


© Tho? we hope the Number of the French, and 


their Indian Allies, mentioned in George Croghan's 
© Letters are full large, yet the uncommon Efforts 


they have made towards obtaining a Poſſeſſion on 


that Part of his Majeſty's Dominions, are truly 
* alarming, and dangerous to the Britiſb Intereſt in 
© North America: And we have good Reaſon to be- 
© lieve, the Sums granted the King by our late Af. 
* ſembly, had the then Governor been pleaſed to paſs 
the Bills offered to him for that Purpoſe, © might 


C“ in a great meaſure, if not totally, have prevented 


the bad Situation of our Affairs at preſent,” and 
have placed our Duty to the beſt of Kings, as we 
Ee | Mz 7: ( 
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+ deſire it ſhould always appear, among his moſ? 

© loving and loyal Subjects. And for this Reaſon, it 

is with Concern we find, by the above mentioned 

Letter from the Secretary of State, ** That it was 

* with great Surprize the King had obſerved, in our 

late Governor's Anſwer to the Earl of Holderneſſe, 

he had been totally ſilent on that Part of his Ma- 
jeſty's Orders, which relate to a Concert with the 
© other Colonies.”* But as we have great Confi- 

< dence in our Governor, that he will at all Times 

afford us all good Offices and Protection, and will 
be pleaſed to repreſent us and our Affairs in a fa- 
vourable Light, as we hope he may do with great 

Juftice ; ſo, on our Part, we ſhall not fail to contri- 

bute every thing in our Power to anſwer all reaſon- 

able Expectations from ſo young a Colony, ſo far 
as is conſiſtent with our civil and religious Liber- 
ties; beyond which, under fo good a King, we are 
well aſſured nothing further will be aſked or expect- 
ed from us. And, in return for the Governor's 

Juſtice and Protection, it will give us particular 

Pleaſure to make his Adminiſtration in this Province | 

eaſy to himſelf, and honourable to all.“ 

Amazing was the Anſwer by the Governor, on the 
Sixth Day afterwards returned: For having, at his 
very Outſet, taken ſhelter under the old exploded In- 
ſtruction to Governor Thomas, and Rider the Attorney 

General's Opinion upon Governor Hamilton's Cale, 
delivered in the following compendious Manner, 1 

am of Opinion, it is by no means ſafe or adviſe 
able, or conſiſtent with his Duty, to paſs ſuch 
Bills, without a ſuſpending Clauſe;“ and ſug- 
geſted, that he could not by any means agree to the 
faid Bill, becauſe forbid by the ſaid Inſtruction, with- 
out ſuch a Clauſe. He then proceeded to ſay, 
© However, as the Act of Parliament reſtraining the 
four Eaſtern Governments from emitting Paper- 
Currency, gives them a Power to ſtrike Bills of Cre- 
dit in caſe of Emergency, J hope I ſhall be juſtified 
in thinking the Reaſon holds good as to us who are 
1 5 „ a5 . 
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in the greateſt Danger, being already invaded by the 
French, and in immediate Expectation of Outrage 
* from;the Indians in their Alliance: I will therefore 
join with you in azy Bill for ſtriking what Sum you 
© ſhallthink our preſſing Occaſions demand, provided 
a Fund be eſtabliſhed for ſinking the ſame in five 
* ens 
I am exceedingly obliged to the Houſe for their 
< kind Sentiments with regard to me, and ſhall make 
it my peculiar Care ſo to act as to merit the Conti- 
* nuance of their good Opinion; and can truly ſay, 
it is no ſmall Mortification to me to be obliged to 


differ ia Opinien from the Repreſentatives of the 


4 
0 
& 
Province, who, I am convinced, act from upright 
Moti ves, and what they eſteem to be its true Inter- 
eſt; but would willingly hope, when they come to 
< reflect on the Obligations I am under to pay Obe- 
dience to his Majeſty's Inſtructions, that they will 
not preſs me to diſobey them; eſpecially when they 
[5 

* 

E 


conſider, that, ſhould 1 diſregard my own Honour 
and Safety in paſſing a Bill circumſtanced as this is. 
there is great Danger of its being diſapproved by 


his Majeſty ; and what Loſs and Confuſion ſuch an 


Event would cauſe in the Province, by the Paper- 


bills becoming of no Value, I need not Particularly 
mention.“ 

From the Year 1740 down to the Time of this 
Altercation, his Majeſty's Miniſters had never once 


- interfered in this Diſpute ; nor in theſe Requiſitions 


from the Secretary's Office, in the King's Name, of 
Aids from his American Subjects, is the leaſt Treſpaſs 


on the Right of the Subject, by any Injunction direck 
or indirect concerning the Mode of raiſing theſe Aids, 


to be traced : And yet this petty Proprietary Governor 


| dares to make a Bugbear of his Majeſty's Diſappro- 
__ bation, at the ſame "Tine: and in the ſame Breath, 
that he leaves a Gap for diſpenſing with the very In- 


ſtruction he pleads, provided the A Turn is 
, Terved, af OG the Term to Five Tears. 
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It is moreover reaſonable to think the Governor 
had in his Hands at this very Time a third Letter 
from the Secretary of State, now Sir T, homas Robinſon, 
dated October 26, 1754: For on the very next Day 
after this Meſſage was delivered, he ſent down a Copy 
of the ſaid Letter to the Houſe, accompanied with 
another written Meſſage ſo timed and conſtructed, as 
to render it as embarraſſing as poſlible. 

This third Letter imporced, that the Miniſters had 
at laſt come to a Reſolution of taking ſome Meaſures 
of their own for the Defence of America. Amongſt 
others it was ſaid, the King had commanded two Re- 

giments of Foot, conſiſting of 500 Men each, to re- 
pair to Virginia, there to be completed to 700; as 
alſo to ſend Orders to Governor Shirley and Sir William 
Pepperell, to raiſe two Regiments of 1000 men each; 
for which Officers were to be appointed, and to re- 
pair to America forthwith; all to be commanded in 
Chief by a General Officer of Rank and Capacity, ac- 
companied by a Deputy-Quarter-Maſter-General, and 
a Commiſſary of the Muſters, who were likewiſe to 
ſet out as ſoon as conveniently might be, in order to 
Prepare every thing for the Arrival of the Regiments 
to be ſent, and thoſe to be raiſed. What follows i is 


in the very words of the Letter, viz. 


Vou will receive from that General, and the other 
Officers juſt mentioned, a full and exact Account of 
' © the Arms, Cloathing, and other Neceſſaries, to be 
ſent upon this important Occaſion; as likewiſe of 
© the Ordnance Stores, and of the Officers and At- 
< tendants belonging thereto; all which being ordered 
© for this Service, are ſuch Proofs of his Majeſty's 
© Regard for the Security and Welfare of his Subjects 
© in thoſe Parts, as cannot fail to excite you to exert 

« yourſelf, and thoſe under your Care, to take the moſt 
vigorous Steps to repel your common Danger; and 
to ſhew that the King's Orders, which were ſent you 
_ © laſt Year by the Earl of Holderneſſe, and were re- 
= rs to 8 in wh Letter of the 5th of July, 

| : have 
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have at laſt rouzed that Emulation and Spirit which 
every Man owes at this Time, to his Majeſty, the 
< Publick, and himſelf. The King will not there- 
< fore imagine, that either you, or the reſt of his 
Governors, will ſuffer the leaſt Neglect or Delay in 
the Performance of the preſent Service, now ſtrong- 
ly recommended to you, particularly with Regard 
to the following Points, v/z.——That you ſhould 
carefully provide a ſufficient Quantity of freſh Vic- 
tuals, at the Expence of your Government, to be 
ready for the Uſe of the Troops, at their Arrival. 
— That you ſhould likewiſe furniſh the Officers, 
who may have Occaſion to go from Place to Place, 
with all Neceſſaries for travelling by Land, in Caſe 
there are no Means of going by Sea: And that you 
ſhould uſe your utmoſt Diligence and Authority, 
in procuring an exact Obſervance of ſuch Orders 
as ſhall be iſſued, from Time to Time, by the Com- 
mander in Chief, for quartering the Troops, im- 
preſſing Carriages, and providing all Neceſſaries for 
ſuch Forces as ſhall arrive, or be raiſed within your 
Government. Es „„ e 
As the Articles abovementioned are of a local 
and peculiar Nature, and ariſing entirely within 
your Government, it is almoſt needleſs for me to 
acquaint you, that his Majeſty will expect, that the 
Charge thereof be defrayed by his Subjects belong- 
ing to the ſame. But with Regard to ſuch other 
Articles, which are of a more general Concern, 
it is the King's Pleaſure, that the ſame ſhould be 
ſupplied by a common Fund, to. be eſtabliſhed for 
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America; for which Purpoſe you will uſe your ut- 


Province to raiſe, forthwith, as large a Sum as can 
be afforded, as their Contribution to this common 
Fund, to be employed, proviſionally, for the. ge- 
© neral Service of Nortb- America, (particularly for 
paying the Charge of levying the Troops to make 
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the Benefit of all the Colonies collectively in North- _ 


moſt Endeavours to induce the Aſſembly of your 
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up the Complement of the Regiments abovemen- 
tioned) until ſuch Time as a Plan of general Union 
of his Majeſty's Northern Colonies, for their com- 


A K K K 


© You will carefully confer, or correſpond, as you 
ſhall have Opportunities, upon every Thing relative 
to the preſent Service, with the ſaid General, Sir 
William Pepperell, and Governor Shirley, or either 
of them; and as it is the King's Intention to give 
all proper Encouragement to ſuch Perſons who ſhall 
engage to ſerve upon this. Occaſion, you will ac- 
quaint all ſuch Perſons, in the King's Name, that 
they will receive Arms and Cloathing from hence, 
and that they ſhall be ſent back (if deſired) to their 
reſpective Habitations, when the Service in America 
ſhall be over. | 7 Ep: 7 
As the ſeveral Governors in all the King's Pro- 
vinces and Colonies in North America will receive, 
by this Conveyance, a Letter to the /ame Effełt 
with this which I now ſend you, they will be pre- 
pared at the ſame Time to.obey his Majeſty's Com- 
mands.— And I am to direct you to correſpond with 
all, or either of them, occaſionally, as you ſhall 
find it expedient for the general Service.“ 
It is plain by the general Drift of this Letter, that 
it related equally to every Governor and every Govern- 
ment of North-America: And yet the Governor of 
Penſylvania did his beſt to narrow the Application of 
it to Penſylvania only. Theſe are his Words. You 
will obſerve by the Secretary of State's Letter, that 
it is his Majeſty's Pleaſure we ſhould contribute as 
far as we can to the having about Three thouſand 
Mien in Readineſs to enliſt ; that wwe ſhould provide 
'© a Quantity of freſh Proviſions for the Troops, and 
Neceſſaries for the Officers that may have Occaſion 
© yo travel by Land; that the Orders to be iſſued by 
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mon Defence, can be perfected. EEE 


the Commander in Chief for quartering the Soldi- 


ers, and impreſſing Carriages, ſhould be carried in- 
to exact Execution; and that all Neceſſaries ſhould 
be provided for ſuch Troops as. ſhall arrive, or be 

. 5 EO. « raiſed - 
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raiſed within this Government.—His Majeſty ex- 
pects, that as the ſeveral Articles abovementioned 
are of a local and peculiar Nature, and ariſing en- 
tirely within his Government, that the Charge there- 
Yan ſhould be defrayed by his Subjects within the 
ame.“ 

To both theſe Meſſages the Aſſembly immediately 


applied themſelves, to prepare ſuitable Anſwers 3 


and, beginning with the firſt, among other Things 
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ſaid, We have the Misfortune to differ in Opinion 


from the Governor, after conſidering the Caſe ma- 


turely as it now lies before us; nevertheleſs, we do 
aſſure him, that tho' in a Matter of ſmall Import- 5 
ance we might not, perhaps, be very tenacious of 


our own Sentiments; yet, in this Caſe, our A is 


concerned, and if we ſhould not act becoming the 


Rights our Birth, as Engliſhmen, intitles us to, we 
might appear unworthy of the Regard we have al- 
ready experienced, and have good Reaſon -to hope 


for hereafter, from a Britiſb Parliament.“ | 
It appears that the Caſe, as ſtated to the Attor- 
ney- General, regards only Emiſſions of Bills f 

Credit on common and ordinary Occaſions ; and, in 


our Opinion, very little, if at all, affects the >. 


\ ſent Bill: And it is remarkable, that there is not 
the leaſt Notice taken of the Act for granting Five. 


Thouſand Pounds for the King's Uſe, which Gover- 
nor Thomas paſſed without a ſuſpending Clauſe, by 
extending this very Exciſe At} for TEN Years, which 
we have now again extended for the /ame Term of 


Years only, and loaded it with a Grant of Twznry 


Thouſand Pounds. 
As Colonel Thomas gave his Aſſent to that Act 


after the Receipt of the additional Inſtruction, 


which the Governor has now ſent down with our 


Bill, and as we preſume he has no other or later 


| Inſtructions from the Crown, tho' he has ſince re- 


ceived the Royal Approbation, we hope he will not 
think himſelf more reſtricted by it, than the Gen- 
en to whom. it was immediately directed; who 


* has 
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and never offered a 


or incurred the King's Diſpleaſure for giving his 
Aſſent to that Bill, and at this Time holds a Go- 
vernment of great Importance under the immediate 
Powers of the Crown. | 


Governor Hamilton, we find, entered into Bonds 


and Penalties (among other Things) that he ſhall 
from Time to Time, and all Times, hereafter, ſo 
long as he ſhall continue Lieutenant-Governor of 
the faid Province, obſerve, perform, and obey all 
ſuch Dzirefions and Inſtructions, which now are, or 
mall at any Time be given, or ſent to him, by bis 
Majeſty, his Heirs, and Succeſſors, or from any 
Perſon, or Perſons, now acting, or that hereafter 
ſhall act, by Authority from his Majeſty, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, and purſuant to, and for the putting 
in Execution the ſeveral Acts of Trade and Navi- 
gation, relating to the Plantations, Cc.“ which 
Bond, or Bonds of the like Tenor, we preſume our 
Governor may have entered into before he received 
the Royal Approbation: And yet our late Gover- 
nor ſeems clearly in his Reaſoning with former Af- 
ſemblies, to have acknowledged he thought him- 
ſelf at Liberty to paſs Acts of the Tenor of our 
preſent Bill for oy. Money for the King's Uſe; 

uſpending Clauſe, notwith- 
ſtanding his Bonds to the Crown: But whether he 
might, or might not, be ſafe in paſſing a Bill of the 
Kind mentioned in his State of the Caſe, could re- 
gard himſelf only, and does, by no Means, deter- 
mine the Rights we claim under the Royal Charter. 


And we have the Pleaſure to aſſure the Governor, 


we have been credibly informed, that the Board 
of Trade, about a Year ago, ſtated a Queſtion to 


the Attorney and Sollicitor-General, with Reſpect 
to the Validity of this Inſtruction of a ſuſpending 


Clauſe, over Governments claiming particularRights 
by Charter ; to which they have not yet given any 
Anſwer, that we can learn. And we know, that 
notwithſtanding two Bills extending the Royal In- 

e 


dy 
c 
6 


c 
4 
c 
= 
o 
c 
E 
DP 
c 
_ 
c 
6 


„ „ „ „ „ „ „ „ „ „ „4 „ „ „ „4 64 6 


fd & % > <> 


RobkRT H. Morris, Ei. Dep. Governor, 171 
ſtructions over Councils and Aſſemblies in America 


had been attempted in Parliament without Succeſs, 
and a third Bill was brought in with the ſame Clauſe, 


yet it could not obtain a Paſſage there. And we 


are informed, that a noble Friend to Liberty and 


the Rights of the Britiſb Subject, a Member of that 


Houſe, expoſed this third Attempt ſo fully, upon 


the ſecond Reading of the Bill, that the Clauſes on 
this Head objected to were dropt without a Divi- 
fion in the Committee. And until ſuch Acts of 
Parliament ſhall be obtained, which we have good 
Reaſon to hope will never be impoſed upon us, the 
Governor muſt agree with us, that it is our Duty to 
defend the Rights and Privileges we enjoy under 
the Royal Charter. | 


As in the preſent Caſe, we are not bound by 


any Acts of Parliament, and are certainly clear of 
the Act limiting the Eaſtern Colonies, both as to 
the Force and the Intention of it, we hope the Go- 


vernor, from his known Abilities and good Will to 


the Proſperity of this Province, will immediately diſ- 
cern the Difference between this Bill and Acts of 


Aſſembly creating Bills of Credit on common and 

ordinary Occaſions. What Force Royal Inftruc- 

tions may have on Bills of Credit paſſed on com- 

mon and ordinary Occaſions is not immediately be- 

fore us, and may be conſidered at a proper Time, 
t 


But we hope the Governor, notwithſtanding any 
nal Bond he may have entered into, will, on 
eflection, think himſelf at Liberty, and find it 

conſiſtent with his Safety and Honour, to give his 


Aſſent to this Bill, which may, at this Time, be 


of ſuch great Service to the Britiſp Intereſt in Ame- 
rica. „„ | | 
But if we ſhould as tl ſtill differ in Opi- 
nion, notwithſtanding the 

have been offered by our former Aſſemblies, we. muſt 
be obliged, as our laſt Reſource, to apply to the 


Crown for Redreſs, or to the Lords of Trade, or 


our Proprietaries, as the Caſe may require; in 


which, 
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which, we doubt not, the Governor will favour us 


with "JN Aſſiſtance. And in order to furniſh our- 
ſelves with every Thing neceſſary for our own Vin- 
dication,: and that this Caſe may appear in its full 


Light, we entreat the Governor will be pleaſed to 
inform us, whether the Royal Inſtruction is the only 


Impediment; or whether he has any farther Inſtruc- 
tions from our Proprietaries, which influence him 
in refuſing his Aſſent to our Bill ? And, if he has, 


that he would be pleaſed to lay thoſe Inſtructions 


before us for our Conſideration. 


And hs Anforr to the Sd was as e 


The undoubted Proofs his Majeſty has ever gi- 
ven of his gracious and paternal Affection for all 


his Subjects, however diſtant from his Royal Pre- 
fence, and the freſh Marks we have now before us 


of his Care and Regard for the Welfare and Secu- 


rity of his Subjects i in North America, excite in us 


the warmeſt Returns of Duty and Gratitude ; and 
we hope we have fully teſtified, that we have no- 


thing more at Heart, in all our Deliberations, than 


to anſwer the reaſonable Expectations of the Crown - 
from this young but loyal Colony. We have 


chearfully paſſed a Bill for granting Twenty thouſand 


Pounds for the King's Uſe, which now lies before 
the Governor for his Approbation, and we hope 
will anſwer all the Purpoſes recommended to his 


Care by Sir 7 Homes Robinſon's Letter of the 26th 


of  O#ober laſt.? 


It was now the Governor's Turn: _ the 1 | 


muſt recollect his former Declarations, in order to 
wonder enough at his introductory Paragraph, which 
Was as follows. 15 


£ 


6 


6 Genblemey, . your Bill for friking coy 
thouſand Pounds, &c. was before me, I duly con- 
fidered the dangerous Circumſtances in which the 
Province was involved; and the abſolute Neceſſity 
4 of wank Meaſures to remove the French from 2 

n- 
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Encroachments, and this induced me, inſtead of 
adding a Cauſe to ſuſpend the Force of the Act till 
his Majeſty's Pleaſure could be known, to ſend it 
back to you, that you might frame ſuch a one as J 
was at. Liberty to give my Conſent to; and at the 


a X ft 


8 


require, provided Funds were eſtabliſned for ſink- 
ing the ſame in ve Years, that being the Term 
_ © preſcribed by an Act of Parliament for regulating 

Paper Money in the Eaſtern Governments; and 1 
thought the Reaſon of that Act extended here, 
though the Force of it did not; and I hoped that I 
* ſhould be excuſed, if I ſo far relaxed the Inſtruc- 
t tion upon the preſent Occaſion, as to act agreeable 

© to the Rule laid down by Parliament for the neigh- 
* bouring Governments, and I am ſorry, for the Sake 
of the Publick, to find by your Meſſage, that you 
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* have ſo far miſapprehended me, as to conceive that - 


© I intended to it on the ſuſpending Clauſe in this 


dangerous Situation of Affairs, which the Words of 


my Meſlage do in no wiſe import, and that upon the 
whole, you refuſe to accede to the reaſonable Mea- 
© ſures I propoſed.” —Proceeding then to Rider's Opi- 


nion; he would not allow, it regarded only common 


and ordinary Emiſſions: Said, that if Governor 


Thomas was never cenſured for diſpenſing with the In- 


ſtruction, it was becauſe the Tranſaction itſelf had never 
been made known to his Majeſty or his Miniſters : That 
the Fact mentioned by them, relating to the Caſe laid 
by the Lords of Trade before the Attorney and Soli- 
citor-General, was quite unknown to him: that, 
however, when they ſhould report their Opinion, and 


his Majeſty ſhould think fit to iflue different Inſtruc- 


tions, he ſhould endeavour to pay the proper Obedi- 


ence: That the Debates in Parliament, &c. had little 
Connection with the Matter then before them: That 
tho' the Parliament did not agree to give a general 


Lance to a Inſtructions from his badet. yet 10 


ſame Time to ſignify to you, that I would agree to 
the ſtriking any Sum the preſent Emergency "might | 
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174 An Hitorical REVIEW, &c: 
they would ſupport their own Act: That he joined 
with them in Opinion, that the only Method to have 


| | would be by an Application to his Majeſty ; and was 
defirous they ſhould lay the whole Affair before his Ma- 


Meaſure a Stranger to their Conſtitution, the Pro. 
That thoſe he had received from them, were ſo per- 


the Province, and ſo reaſonable in themſelves, that they 
required nothing of him, but what he ſhould have 


1 


| he did not think it quite decent, and he believed un- 
precedented, for a Governor to be called upon for a 
| 5 Sight of his Inſtructions, he would nevertheleſs com- 
municate them to the Houſe whenever the public Ser- 
vice ſhould require it: That, accordingly, he took that 
Opportunity, to acquaint them, that he had it in 


Province, not only by affording ſuch Aids as his Ma- 
jeſty from Time to Time ſhould require, but by eſta- 


the Inhabitants, and particularly ſo, as not to oblige 
any to bear Arms who were or might be conſcienti- 
ouſly ſcrupulous againſt it: That he required this, in 
Purſuance of the Proprietaries Inſtructions; and that 
he was the more urgent in it, becauſe the Province 
never had been in more imminent Danger than it was 
at that Time: That being to give true and exact Ac- 
counts of the State of the Province to his Majeſty 
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Inſtruction in queſtion having been the Reſult of Ad- 
dreſſes from both Houſes, it could not be doubted but 


the Validity and Force of the ſame finally determined 


jeſty's Miniſters : That being, as he was, in a great 
prietaries Inſtructions were quite neceſſary to him: 


- fettly calculated to promote and ſecure the Happineſs of 


thought it his Duty to do without them: That tho“ 


Charge from the Proprietaries, to recommend to them 
in the moſt preſſing Manner, to provide with all ima- 
ginable Diſpatch for the Defence and Safety of the 


bliſhing a regular Militia, providing Arms and Stores 
of War, and building proper Magazines; all to be 
done in ſuch a Manner as to be leaſt burdenſome to 


and his Miniſters, as well as to the Proprietaries, he de- 
ſired a clear and determinate Anſwer to this Point, 4 5 
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he might be able to lay the ſame before his Majeſty in 
ſuch a Manner as might make the Interpo/ition of Par- 
lament unneceſſary : That he was 'really concerned ta 
find, that inſtead of providing for the Articles re- 
commended to them by his Majeſty, in a Manner a- 
greeable to his royal Directions [It has been already ob- 
ſerved, that no Manner had been, or could be, with 
Propriety, directed by ihe King] they inſiſted on his 
paſſing the Bill, in the Shape they had ſent it up; tho? 
before inform'd he could not do it : That he then 
again aſſured them, he would not aſſent to that or any 
other Bill for emitting Paper-Money, but upon the 
Terms above- mentioned :—He alſo took Occaſion to 
add among other Things, that this Diſpute ſo long 
depending, might certainly have received his Maj-ſty's 


Determination long ago, had they applied for it. 


[Which, by the Way, might have been retorted with e- 
qual Truth on the Proprietaries] — That, were there no 


other Method of raiſing Money for the preſent Ser- 
vice, but that by them propoſed and inſiſted upon, 


their Conduct might have appeared in a more favou- 
rable Light: But that as they had, or ought to have 
had in Bank, by the Laws in being, 14, or 15,000 J. 
together with a Revenue of 7, O00 J. a Tear; as the 
City and Province were in rich and flouriſhing Circum- 
ſtances, the People numerous, and burdened with 
none or very trifling Taxes, he could not conſent to 
paſs the Bill propoſed; it being (ſaid he) a direct Breach 
of a royal Inſtruction intended to enforce an Act of 
Parliament of the ſixth of Q. Anne, which [whether 
Act or Inſtructions is doubtful] they knew had been 


ſhamefully ſlighted and diſregarded in his and the 


neighbouring Provinces. Upon the whole, con- 
tinued he, you will conſider, Gentlemen, in what 
Light you will appear to his Majeſty and a Britiſb 


Parliament, who are expending great Sums of Money 


© for the Defence of theſe Colonies, while you, the 


very Province moſt concerned as being invaded, in- | 


< ſtcad of contributing towards your own Defence, are 


© entering into an ill timed Controverſy concerning 


© the 


- 
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© the Validity of royal Inſtructions, which might have 
been determined long ago, and may be delay'd to a 


more convenient Time, without any the leaſt Injury 
to the Rights of the People. 


Let me therefore, 
Gentlemen, once more recommend the preſent un- 
* happy Circumſtances of this Country to your moſt 
£ ſerious Confideration ; and entreat you to lay aſide 
* (for the preſent at leaſt) every Thing that may ad- 


mit of any Diſpute, and enter heartily into ſuch 
'< Meaſures as may beſt anſwer the public Expecta- 


tions, and aſſiſt his Majeſty in the Meaſures he has 
2 concerted, and is carrying into Execution, for the 


- « Preſervation of this Country. 


6 Aſſembly again, as if to give the Governor 
'Time for ſecond Thoughts, ſent him up the Reply 


that follows. 


Before we enter upon the Conſideration ef the 
other Parts of the Governor's Meſſage of the 24th 
Inſtant, we muſt acknowledge ourſelves engaged 
to return him our hearty Thanks for informing us, 
that, as he was in a great Meaſure a Stranger to 
our Conſtitution, and, to be ſo highly entruſted by 
the Proprietaries, it ſeemed quite neceſſary he ſhould 
receive Inſtructions from them. And notwithſtand- 
ing he may think it not quite decent, or may be- 
lieve it unprecedented for a Governor to be called 
upon for a Sight of his Inſtructions, yet he will 
communicate them to the Houſe whenever the pub- 
lic Service ſhall require it.“ -In return to this can- 
did Declaration, and the Aſſurance he is pleaſed to 
give us, as well as the ready furniſhing us with other 
Parts of thoſe Inſtruftions, we beg Leave to inform 
the Governor, that we not only apprehend it the 
undoubted Right of a Britiſh Parliament to addreſs 
the Crown for ſuch Information as they judge abſo- 
lately neceſſary to their Deliberations ; but alſo, 


© that the Proprietary Inſtructions to our former Go- 
© vernors, have been repeatedly laid 1 25 che Af 
£6 < ſemblies of this Province.“ | | 


Here 
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Here certain Inſtances were recited: And the Se- 


quel was in theſe Words. We therefore, under theſe 
* Conſiderations, and for that we are of Opinion 
* thoſe Proprietary Inſtructions, which the Governor 
is pleaſed to inform us our Proprietaries gave him 


vernment,. are the principal, it not the ſole, Ob- 
ſtructions to the paſſing our Bill for granting Twenty 
Thouſand Pounds for the King's Uſe 3 and alfo, for 
that whatever Bills we might prepare for this, or 
any other Purpoſe, after all the Expence to the 
Country, and after all our Pains in framing them, 


could know what thoſe Proprietary Inſtructions are. 


Regard our Governor is pleaſed to expreſs for our 


Charter, and our Liberties, we /earneſtly Requeſt 


© he would no candidly communicate thoſe Inſtruc- 


tions to us, as the Time when “' the public Service 


* requires it,” in the moſt particular Manner: For; 
© as we are now under an ablolute Neceſſity of ad- 


dreſſing the Crown, in Support of our civil and 
religious Liberties, in which we have the Pleaſure of 
the Governor's Concurrence, and indeed his Deſire 


that we ſhould apply to his Majefty on this Occa- 
ſion, we muſt, in Juſtice to ourſelves, and in Diſ- 


make thoſe Proprietary Inſtructions, and the Force 
and Validity of them, the great End of our hum- 


the Governor ſhall be pleaſed to convince us to the 
contrary.” | e | 


* 


It was not till the fourth Day after this Meſſage was 


preſented, that the Governor rejoined ; during which 
nter val the Buſineſs of the Seſſion ſeems to have been 
wholly at a Stand; and the Language he then, uſed 


was to the following Effect. That tho' the Houſe 
of Commons had a Right to addreſs the Crown for 


Information, and former Governors had occaſionally 
| . e > Ind 
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charge of the Duty we owe to thoſe we repreſent, 


ble Petition to the Crown at this Time, unleſs. 
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178 An Hiſtorical REVIEW, &c. | 
laid particular Inſtructions before the Aſſemblies, he 
did not think Aſſemblies had a Right to have them 


all laid before them upon Demand; and was ſtill of 
Opinion, that their Application for that Purpoſe, 


was irregular and unprecedented : That it was true, 


he had Proprietary Inſtructions as all other Governors 


had had; but that he [who it ſeems was to be the only 
Judge] could not think it en for his Majeſty's Service 


or the Intereſt of the Province to communicate them 


farther than he had already done ; eſpecially as they 
claimed it as a Right, and ſeemed induſtriouſſy to 
ſeek freſh Matter of Diſpute about them, when the 


public Service required they ſhould be otherwiſe em- 


ployed, when they expreſſed ſo great a Diſſike to them, 


and when they had avowed a Purpoſe of making the 
Force and Validity of them, the great End of their 


Petition to the Crown, and all this without ſo much 
as knowing, except in what related to a Militia, &c. 


what thoſe Inſtructions were: That, having aſſigned 


the Royal Inſtruction, and the Attorney Generals O- 
pinion upon it, as his Reaſons for not agreeing to 


their Bill for ſtriking 40,0007. he ſhould he glad to 
| know upon what Information, they had given it as 


their Opinion, that Proprietary Inſtructions had been 


the principal if not the ſole Directors of his Conduct, 


or had become ſo intimately acquainted with his pri- 


vate Sentiments, as to know, That when he ſaid one 
Thing he meant another: That he had been, and ſtill 


was, deſirous, They ſhould apply to the Crown for 
a Determination of the Diſpute between them : Bur 
that as he did not know the civil or religious Liberties 
of the People were invaded by the Inſtruction 
which gave Riſe to it, he could have no Intention 
to conſent to an Application in Support of them: That 
an Invaſion of the civil and religious Liberty of a 


People, was to be reckoned. among the worſt of 
Crimes, and was then moſt aggravated when commit- 


ted by thoſe who were bound both by their Oaths and 


their Duty, to preſerve thoſe Bleſſings and protect the 


. 


People in the Enjoyment of them: That his ſacred 


Majeſty, who had fo long and ſo happily governed 


his People upon conſtitutional Principles only, diſ- 
dained a Thought of doing or approving any Thing 
that was otherwiſe : That a Britih Parliament would 
never eſteem a Royal Inſtruction, iſſued at their own. 
Requeſt, and intended to enforce a good and whole- 
ſome Law, in the leaſt deſtructive of the civil and re- 
ligisus Liberties of any Part of his Majeſty's Subjects, 


whatever they, the Repreſentatives of Penhilvanid, 
might do: That it gave him particular Concern, that 


they ſhould purpoſely enter into a Diſpute about that 
Inſtruction, and chuſe to publiſh ſuch Sentiments of his 
Majeſty's Government, at a Time, like That, when a 
French Army were fortifying themſelves in heir Coun- 
try: That he earneſtly recommended to them to con- 
ſider, whether ſuch Expreſſions might not have a Ten- 
dency to alienate the Afe#ions of the People from 


his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and thereby 


greatly obſtruct the Meaſures he was taking at a vaſt 
Expence, for the Preſervation and Protection of his 
Subjects on that Continent: That he had lately re- 
ceived Intelligence that Six thouſandof the beſt Troops 
of France were actually arrived at the lower Fort on 
the Obio, and were there employed in fortifying the 


Country: That this ought to convince them, France 


had formed ſome grand Deſign on that Continent, and 
that as they had made their firſt Attack upon Penſyl- 


vania, as the moſt plentiful and moſt defenceleſs Part 


of his Majeſty's Dominions, ſo in a particular Man- 


ner, it hehoved them to exert themſelves according- 


3 that he muſt, therefore, intreat them once 
nore, to wave all Diſputes till a more favourable Sea- 


ſon, to conſider ſeriouſly the Dangers their Country 


was expoſed to, and not only grant the Supplies re- 
quired, but enable him to raiſe a conſiderable Body of 
Men, to be employed in Conjunction with his Majeſty's 
Troops, eſtabliſh a regular Militia, provide the ne- 
ceſſary Stores of War, &c. that the Province for 


Prey 


Want of Diſcipline might no longer be left an eaſy 
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180 An Hiſtorical REVIEW, &c. | 
Prey to a much weaker Body of Men, than were then 
encamped within a few Days of this City.“ 
How groſly uncandid and clumſily crafty this 
Rhapſody was, appears at the firſt Glance; and its 
Operation could not but be ſuitable to its Con- 
tents. Fn. 
In ſhort: The Aſſembly, upon the ſecond Reading 
of this and his former Meſſage, obſerving, That the 
Governor called upon them to ſhew, upon what I- 
formation they founded their Opinion, that he was 
reſtrained by Proprietary Inſtruitions from paſſing their 
Bill, had Recourſe to their former Proceedings in re- 
lation to the Proprietaries bearing a proportionable 
Part of the. Expences incurred on Indian Affairs; and 
the whole having been read and duly conſidered, upon 
the Iſſue made the following Order, To wit. | 


That the Repreſentation from the Aſſembly to 
© the Proprictaries in 1751, the Proprietaries Anſwer 
_ © thereto laid before the Houſe in May 1753, and the 
Report of a Committee of Aſſembly at that Time 
on the ſaid Anſwer (either of which have as yet been 
made publick) be now printed with the Minutes of 
this Sitting. And they were printed accordingly.— 
So that the whole Province had now for the firſt Time 
the whole Caſe before their Eyes, and could not help 
being convinced by theſe emphatical Words, in Clauſe 
14. of the Proprietary Anſwer, before pointed out, 
_ © Eſpecially if WE ſhall be induced, from the State 
© of your Trade, to conSENT to an Increaſe of your 
© Paper-Currency,* that Proprietary not Royal In- 
ſtructions were indeed the only Obſtacle to the public 
. , dE at 
But we anticipate—The Aſſembly did not ſto» 
here; but unanimouſly came to ſuch Reſolutions and 
_ grafted ſuch an Addreſs upon them, as, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome few Inaccuracies, muſt ever do as much 
Honour to their Underſtandings as Juſtice to their 
Cauſe, and the noble Principles it was founded 

"1 Y 7 | With 


Juſtice and Benevolence of their Founder, they ſet 
out; and declared themſelves ſufficiently animated by 


their Examples to purſue faithfully the fame Path 


which they had trod before them. 

Having then glanced at the Governor's Evaſion of 
his Promife concerning his Proprietary Inſtructions, 
and the Papers which had paſſed between the Propri- 


 etaries and the Aſſembly, as the Ground of their Pro- 


ceedings, they inſerted the unanimous Reſolutions they 
had come to, which were as follow, viz. 


« That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, that the 
© late Governor, who was, we preſume, as much 
bound by the additional Inſtruction to Col. 7 homas, 
in 1740, as our prefent Governor is or can be, has 
* clearly admitted in his Reaſonings with our laſt Aſ- 
ſembly, „ That it was an Abſurdity too glaring, 
e ſuppoſe that any Government would voluntar ily 
tie up the Hands of its Subjects from ſerving it by 
ce ſuch Means as they are able in Caſes of great 'Emer- 
<< 'gency ;” and that Col. Thomas, in paſſing the Act 


for granting 5000 J. for the King's Uſe in the Tear 


5 1740, by extending the Exciſe Act for ten Years, 
Vas ſo far from acting contrary to the Inſtruction he 
had received from the Lords Juſtices in 1740, that 


the very contrary was evident;“ and that the ſaid 


* Inſtruction was not binding upon him from paſſing 
a Bill in Caſes of great Emergency, of the ſame 
Tenor with our Bill for granting 20, ooo l. for the 
8 Uſe, which our Governor has now been 
* ed to refuſe his Aſſent to. 

That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the 
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ſtructions, and that they may be, and we believe 


[ 
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With a Reference to the Conduct of their Predeceſv- 
ſors in former Aſſemblies, and the Succeſs of their 
honeſt Endeavours for continuing to them the inva- 
luable Bleſſings they enjoyed under their Charters, de- 
rived from the Royal Clemency and Goodneſs, and the 
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< -pendent of the Royal Inſtruction, limit or reſtrain 
him from paſſing Acts, which, by the Royal and 
Provincial Charters, we have an undoubted Right 
© to offer, and by which he has, or ought to have, full 
Powers to give his Aﬀent to, as Governor of this 
Province. ; 
* That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That theſe 
Proprietary Inſtructions, or ſome one or more of 
them, is, or are, the principal, if not the ſole, 
Obſtruction to the Paſſing our Bill for granting 
| 20,000 /. for the King's Uſe, in this Time of im- 
minent Danger to the Britiſh Intereſt in North 
America. Adding, * May it pleaſe the Governor, 
Theſe Reſolutions, which are forced from us, we 
have entered into with theutmoſt Reluctancy; and, 
in Support of them, or any other Part of our pre- 


to conduct ourſelves preciſely within the Bounds of 
Sincerity and ſober Reaſon, and to avoid every Thing 
that is not in our Opinion neceſſary to our own juſt. 
* Vindication.” 
Yet more to manifeſt their Ingenuity, they de- 
7 in the next Place, their Readineſs to retract 
the Mole or any Pait of theſe Reſolves, on being 
convinced by a Sight of the Governor's Proprietary 
Inſtructions, which it was ſtill in his Power to com- 
municate, that they had entertained a wrong Opinion 
of them: Bur then, till that ſhould be the Caſe, they 
preſumed the Governor himſelf could not but allow, 
That they had good Reaſon to ſay, They were under 
a Neceſſity of making their humble Application to the 
Crowa in Support of their Civil and Religious Liberties; 
and to think, as it was moſt natural they ſhould, 
That, it this could have been done, it would have 
been done; as alſo, that the Governor, at their Re- 
queſt, would have concurred with them in an Addreſs 
to the Proprietaries in Support of their Charter, as it 
regarded the Royal Inftrufions only: And that, on the 
contrary, as Circumſtances were, their Apprehenſions 
of the ins e and the O; eration of 
5. | them, 


22ͤ 8 


ſent Conduct, we conceive it our indiſpenſible Duty . 


4+: 
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them, in defeating the Bill by which they propoſed to 
_ demonſtrate their Readineſs and Cheerfulneſs in an- 


ſwering all the reaſonable Expectations of the Crowns 
could not but be well grounded: So that it was with 
extreme Concern, they found their Governor, who 
was, or ought to be, ſer over them for their Protec- 
tion, endeavouring to repreſent them in a Light they 
deteſted and abborred. _ TT Rs 
© The Governor is but in the Beginning of his Ad- 
© miniſtration,” ſaid they, and if, when he received 
* the Proprietaries Commiſſion, he was, © in a great 
« Meaſure, a Stranger to our Conſtitution,” 
prehend he {till continues a Stranger not only to our 
* Conſtitution, but to the Inhabitants, if he does not 
©. certainly know, that the King has not a more loyal 
© People among all his Subjects, than the Inhabitants 
are, and have ever been, ſince the firſt Settlement 


of this Province; nevertheleſs, they are convinced 


they ought not to be governed by Proprietary In- 
ſtructions in Oppoſition to their Charter, which is, 
in our Opinion, the Foundation and Sanction of 
dur Civil and Religious Liberties; and eſpecially if 
© theſe Inſtructions muſt be ſecreted from them, and 
© by that Means the whole Country left without any 
© known Rule of their Conduct. And it ſurprizes us 
© extreamly, that a Requeſt of this Houſe, reſpect- 
© fully addreſſed to the Governor, that he would be 


© pleaſed to lay before us thoſe Inſtructions, or ſuch 5 
Part of them as might relate to the immediate 


Service of the Crown, and to the Preſervation of this 
© his Majeſty's Colony, in order that we might examine 


how far they interfered with that Allegiance the _ 


os Proprietaries themſelves, and all of us, owe to the 


Crown, or with the Privileges granted by our Char- 


ters, ſhould be repreſented by our Governor as an 


Act that might have a Tendency to alienate the - 
.« AﬀeCtions of the People of this Province from his 


* Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and thereby 


& greatly obſtruct the Meaſures he is taking, at a vaſt | 
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66 Expence, for the Preſervation and Protection of 
« his Subjects upon this Continent.” That thus 
contending for the Rights granted us by the Royal 


Charter, which is the known Rule of our Con— 


duct, mould have a Tendency of that Kind, under 


a King, who has been graciouſly pleaſed to declare, 


“% That nothing in this World can give him ſo much 
« Pleaſure as to ſee his Subjects a flouriſhing and 
5 happy People,“ is fo foreign from our Thoughts, 

and we truſt will be ſo foreign to every impartial 
e Conſtruction, that we may ſafely leave it without 
* any further Remarks of our own. But if it ſhould 
£ have a Tendency to alienate the Affections of the 
People from being bound by private Proprietary In- 
« ſtructions, the Blame is not with us, who have 
© never been conſulted upon them; ard if we had 
been conſulted, ſhould. have thought ourſelves 
* obliged to declare, that we have a great Diſlike to 
s Proprietary Inſtructions, and that fo far as they are 
© againſt the Prerogatives of the Crown, or an In- 
* fringement of our Charter, they are gas, and 


* void in themſelves.“ 
125 They then cite Sir Milliam Keitl? Declarations : con- 


cerning Proprietary Inſtructions before inſerted; and 
at the ſame Time intimate, that he was the firſt Go- 
vernor who gave Bond for the Performance of them. 
In. Anſwer to that Part of the Proprietary Inſtructions 


which the Governor had ſo chearfully laid before them, 


concerning a Militia, Sc. they begged Leave to ſay, 
That, as it requires Money to be levied upon the 


People for providing Arms and Stores of War, and 
© building Magazines, we are of Opinion it may be 


Time enough to deliberate upon it, when we are in- 
formed how far he is at Liberty by his Inſtructions 


to paſs our Bills; and whether himſelf, or the Re- 


* preſentatives of the People, are the proper Judges 
of the Manner of raiſing ſuch Monies. And when, 
F theſe our Civil and Religious Rights are ſecured, 


1 we cannot doubt all will riſe up as one Man in 


f Befalf of our W our Country, and our Char- 
£ e | 
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c ters, according to our ſeveral Stations and Abi- 


lities.“ 
Coming then to the Governor's State of their Re- 


venue, they ſhew, ie was as mucha Stranger to Thai 
as to the People and the Conſtitution; and, that in- 
ſtead of having 14 or 15,0007, in Bank, they could 
not have above 7,000. as alſo, That, what with the 
very large Sums they had paid for the Support of 
Government, and for Indian and other Exp ences, 


their Treaſury and Loan Office were almoſt quite 
exhauſted After which they proceed as follows: 


. 


c 
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But admitting the Governor's Computation in all 


its Extent, it Twenty Thouſand Pounds, as he is 


pleaſed to inform us, will go but a very little Way 


to raiſe and maintain ſuch Troops as he may think 
neceſſary, and without which we had better, in his 


Opinion, do nothing at all, how can the inconſi- 
derable Sum we have any Power over, anſwer his 
Demands, though we ſhould ruin the Perſons now 
outſtanding in our Loan Office, by the immediate 
Sale of their Lands? We are unwilling to make 


any further Remarks on this Head, which has, we 


find. been heretofore inſiſted upon by our late Go- 


vernor, but carries with it, as we conceive, ſuch 


Appearances of Severity, without anſwering any 


good Purpoſe, that we think it our indifpenſible 


Duty to oppoſe it, as far as in Juſtice we may; 
and now more eſpecially, when we have offered a 
Bill which would raiſe a generous Sum of Money 
immediately, for the Uſe of the Crown, in a Man- 
ner that would be moſt eaſy and moſt agreeable to 


us all, Whilſt we are upon this Article, as the Go- 
vernor muſt be in a great Meaſure a Stranger to our 
Accounts, we take t Liberty to remark, that the 


Proprietary Patents make, as we are informed by 
the Truſtees, near one Half of the Mortgages now 


outſtanding. Theſe, after paying for their Lands 


out of the Money borrowed from the Province, are 


to improve them with the Remainder, if any; and 


as ad muſt have Shelter for themſclves at leaſt, 
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however mean, and ſome Land cleared for their 
< Subſiſtence, it neceſſarily puts them in Arrears, let 
them be ever fo honeſt and induſtrious z whilft the 


Purchaſes of ſuch their Lands are conſtantly com- 
plied with on granting the Patents, the Bulk of 
whieh, we prefume, may have been remitted to 


of the Silver and Gold current among us: So that all 
Ranks of People, however flouriſhing the Governor 
may be pleaſed to repreſent us, complain juſtly for 
Want of a due Medium to carry on our Trade: 
But as this Enquiry is not immediately before us, 
we ſhall at prefent leave it, and proceed to inform 
the Governor yet farther, that his Computation of 
our annual Income is alſo too high; for as our Ex- 
cife, communibus Aunis, yields about Three Thouſand 
Pounds (out of which Five Hundred Pounds is yearly 
applied towards ſinking the Sum of Five Thouſand 
Pounds, heretofore granted to the King's Uſe) the 
Intereſt payable into the Loan-Office is much abour 
the ſame Sum : And his Error in the laſt Article, 
ve preſume, might ariſe, upon a Suppoſal that 
our whole Principal Sum of Eigbꝭy Thonſand Pounds 
was always yielding an Intereſt; but this has ever 
been found impracticable, as conſiderable Sums 
muſt be continually changing Hands, by Virtue of 
our re-emitting Acts. Beſides which, the Province 
has, out of that Principal Sum, lent confiderable 
Parts of it, without yielding any Intereſt at all; 
and particularly a Debt from the City of Philadel- 
«* phia, ſtill due upon the firſt and fecond Thirty Thou. 
* fand Pounds Acts, long ſince expired. And, until 


that is in our Hands, it would be unjuſt to com- 


pute an Intereſt ariſing from it, or upbraid us 
* with it, as Money which ought to have been in 


_ © our Hands by Law, whilſt ſome may think we 
© have no Power to ſue for it by the Laws in 


„„ e 

Again: Concerning the Royal Iaſtructions, or Act 
of Q. Anne, ſaid to have been ſpamefully flighted and 
: . = > ae 


Great-Britain, and makes a very ſenſible Diminution _ 
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diſregarded in at and the neighbouring Provinces, they 
argued thus: The neighbouring Provinces muſt an- 
© ſwer for themſelves; but, fo far as regards this Co- 
© lony, we find, by the Votes of the Houſe, that whilſt 
Colonel Themas had the Act before him, for emitting 
and re- emitting Eighbty Thouſand Pounds, this very 
* Act of the Sixth of Queen ANNE was conſidered, 
+ debated, and ſo fully explained, that although Ex- 
c 


change was then higher than at this Time, he (who 
was undoubtedly under the ſame Oaths and Bonds 


to obſerve the Acts of Trade with our preſent Go- 


to that Act on the Nineteenth of May, 17393 
which, after having been recommended by the 
Merchants in England Fading to this Province, as 
* an Act not only reaſonable, but likewiſe neceſſary 


R X 4 K 6 


„ for carrying on the Commerce of this Country,“ 


the King was pleaſed to confirm it in a full Council 
on the Twelfth Day of May following. What then 
the Governor does, or can mean, by ſaying, we 
know that this Province has ſhamefully lighted a 
Royal Inſtruction, intended to enforce an Act of 
the Sixth of Queen ANnwE, is what we are entirely 
at a Loſs to imagine; neither can we conceive any 


call our Bill for granting Twenty Thouſand Pounds 
Pounds, without any further Explanation, though 
tion. It would be, perhaps, too unkind to ſup- 


poſe, as the Bill itſelf, and the Contents of it, would 
in all Probability be unknown to our Superiors, 


a R NH A AAA A K A. A -A 


have the leaſt Intention to miſrepreſent the Purport 
© of it, and for this Reaſon we leave it entirely to his 


donn RefleRtion. The Title of that Bill is, “ An 
&« Act for ſtriking Forty Thouſand Pounds in Bills of 


«© Credit, and for granting Twenty Thouſand Pounds 
E thereof to the King's Ule, and to provide a Fund 


© FOE: 


vernor) after mature Deliberation, gave his Aſſent 
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good Reaſon, why our Governor ſhould chuſe to | 
for the King's Uſe, a Bill for ſtriking Forty Thouſand 


that Bill had been repeatedly under his Conſidera- 


further than the Grant to the Crown, he could 


—— ———— ́ꝗ——— — 


A/ KTK 


DET he . 5 * 


r 


#3 5 it ke vec 


- Ya 
YAO A I 4 


—— 2 
—— 7 LD ey SR Crs, * — e . ˙¹w.² 5 TTT IO DE UII a — 
— 
— 
« 


| 


K „ ©” 


198 An Hiſtorical RE VITE M, &c. 


« for ſinking the ſame; and for applying 1 Ne- 


% mainder to the Exchange of torn and ragged Bills 
„ now current in this Province;*” and the Governor 
well knows, it adds no more to our Paper Currency 
« than the very Twenty. Thouſand Pounds granted the 
King, and even that ſtruck for no other Reaſon than 
to.anſwer the immediate Call of the Crown, and to 
make the Grant effectual  _ Foe be 
In Anſwer to the Governor's Aſſertion, That the 


French were already in Poſſeſſion of Part of their 


Province, they inſtance the Language conſtantly uſed 


here at Home : To wit, That the French had invaded 


his Majeſty's Territories in Virginia; as alſo a Map 
then lying before them, founded on Authorities ſup- 


| plied by the Board of Trade and their own Proprieta- 
ries, wherein every Fort built by the French is placed 
beyond the weſtern Boundaries of Penſylvania; and 


they again took Refuge behind the Cautions ſo mi- 
nutely expreſſed and ſtrongly inſiſted upon in the 
firſt Letter from the Secretary's Office: Urging, That 


while the two Crowns were {till in a State of Amity, 


it could anſwer no good-Purpoſe to contravene them: 
And that the King himſelf, having moſt gracioufly 


_ interpoſed, it would be more prudent and becoming 
to conſider him as the moſt proper Judge of the Limits 


of his own Dominions. many, bo 

In their next Section, they diſpute the. Probability 
and almoſt the Poſſibility of the Arrival of ſuch a 
Body as 6000 of the beſt Troops of France at the 


Lower Fort upon the Ohio, as aſſerted by the Gover- 


nor: Inſinuate, that ſuch Accounts would have de- 
ſerved more Credit, if they had been tranſmitted _ 
from Oſwego, near which they muſt have neceſſarily - 

paſſed; and from whence very minute Intelligence was 
received of the Paſſage of thoſe Forces, which firf laid 
the Foundation of the Enemy's Strength upon the 


Obia ; and leaye the Fact to reſt upon its own Evi- 


fence. 
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After this referring to their Diſpute with Governor 
Hamilton, and the Information they gave him of an 
Inſtruction from the Crown, not to paſs any private 
Act, or Act of Privilege to any Individual, without 


4 ſuſpending Clauſe, which had never been inforced 


by the Proprietaries or obſerved by any Governor, they 
plead a Neceſſity of informing the Governor, though 
with great Reluctance, That, in the Year 1735, Go- 
vernor Gordon paſſed an Act for veſting more effec- 
< tually certain Lands in George M. Call, in direct 
C Contradiction to that Inſtruction, without the leaſt 
Mention of a Suſpending Clauſe.” 

And with an Elevation of Sentiment, Stile and 
Manner, feldom ſeen in publick Papers, they finiſh 

their Reply as follows : 

As we have Reaſon to believe the Aſſembly was 
then acquainted with that Inſtruction, and as the Bill 
particularly related to our honourable Proprietaries, 
our laſt Aſſembly, notwithſtanding the indiſcreet Call 
upon them, contented themſelves, from Motives of 
Prudence and Moderation, with barely pointing our 
this Tranſaction, in Hopes our honourable Proprie- 
taries would lee themſelves at leaſt equally concerned 
with the Repreſentatives of the People both in Fact 
and Right, and thereby. might be induced to join 
cordially with the People of this Province, i in vindi- 


ſuch Inſiruclions; which, if they muſt operate in the 
Manner the Governor is pleaſed to contend for, and 
our Proprietary Inſtructions muſt be binding upon 
us alſo, the Rights derived to us by the Royal Char- 
ter is a Name only, whilſt the very Eſſence of it is 
effectually deſtroyed : Under the Sanction of which 
Charter, a ſober, induſtrious People, without any 
Charge to the Crown or the Proprietary, firſt ſertled 
this Wilderneſs, and by their Frugality, and the 
Equity of their Laws, laid the Foundation of a 
_ © flouriſhing Colony, which already, within the ordi- 
© nary Life of a Man, has made a conſiderable Ad- 
6 dition to the Dominions of the Crown, by an _ 5 
n 8 * crea 
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creaſe of dutiful and loyal Subjects, and bears no 
mean Rank in contributing to the Wealth and Trade | 
of our Mother Country. 

Whether the above Act for granting Five Thouſand 
Pounds for the King's Uſe, or the Act for veſting 
Lands in George M*Call, were ever ſent home for 
the royal Approbation, very little concerns us, as 
we preſume the Tranſmitting our Acts is the imme- 


diate Duty of our Proprietaries, or their Lieute- 


nants, in Purſuance of the Royal Charter, which we 
look upon as the anterior ſolemn Royal Inftrufion, for 
the Rule of their Conduct, as well as of our own. 
Upon the whole; from what we have ſaid, we 
preſume it evidently appears, that Proprietary In- 
ſtructions and Reſtrictions upon their Governors, as 
they have occaſionally been made a Part of the Pub- 
lick Records at different Times, have been judged 
and reſolved by our Governor, Council, and the Re- 
1 of the People, either, | 
1. Inconſiſtent with the legal Prerogative of 
the Crown ſettled by Act of Parliament. 
2. Ora poſitive Breach of the Charter of Privi- 
© leges to the People. | {7 
© 3. Or abſurd in their Concluſions, and there: | 
l impracticable. 
4. Or void in themſelves.— Therefore, 


Whenever the Governor ſhall' be pleaſed to lay 
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his Proprietary Inſtructions before us for our Exa- 

mination, and if then they ſhould appear to be of 
the ſame Kind as heretofore, his good Judgment 
ſhould lead him to conclude, that ſuch ** Confi- 


derations in Life“ as our Allegiance to the Crown, 


or the immediate Safety of the Colony, &c. are ſuf- 
ficient Inducements for him to diſobey them, not- 
withſtanding any Penal Bonds to the contrary, we 
ſhall chearfully continue to grant ſuch further Sums 
of Money for the King's Ule, as the Circumſtances 
of the Country may bear, and in a Manner we judge 
leaſt Burthenſome to the Inhabitants of this Pro- 


vince.* - 
| Laſtly : 
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Laſtly : That they might be able to ſet all Impu- 
tation and Miſrepreſentation whatſoever at Defiance, 
they applied themſelves to find out ſome Expedient, 
by which the Service recommended to them by the 
Crown might be promoted as far as in them lay, even 
' without the Concurrence of the Governor, In Or- 
der to which, having thoroughly weighed the Con- 
tents of Sir Thomas Kobinſon's laſt Letter, and the State 
of the Provincial Treaſury, in which there was ſcarce 
500 l. remaining, they unanimouſly reſolved to raiſe 
Five Thouſand Pounds on the Credit of the Province, 
for the Accommodation of the King's Troops; and 
impowered certain Members of their own to negotiate 
the Loan, and allow ſuch Intereſt as ſhould be found 
neceſſary. 5 „„ „ 
The Controverſy, however, which this new Go- 
vernor had been fo ingenious as to work up to ſuch a 
Pitch in ſo ſhort a Time, was by the Continuance of 
the ſame Ingenuity, to be ſtill continued as warm as 
ever. 3 | 
Accordingly, down came another Meſſage from 
him, in which he complains to the Aſſembly, of the 
very great Obſcurity, unneceſſary Repetitions, and un- 
meaning Paragraphs contained in their laſt Perform- 
ance; and thro* the whole manifeſts that Spirit of Per- 
verſeneſs, which is but too prevalent with moſt Men 
on the like Occaſions. Of the Inaccuracies before 
acknowledged in that Performance (and which are | 
perhaps unavoidable in Pieces drawn up from a Va- . 1 
riety of Suggeſtions, and ſubject to a Variety of Al- 1 
terations and Additions) he takes all the Advantage 3 
he can; and does indeed foul the Water, though he _— 
cannot divert the Current. CEL „ = 
It would be endleſs to wade through all the Minute- ij 
neſſes of ſo tedious a Conteſt ; and Odds if the Rea- EE wed i 
der did not leave the Writer in the Midſt of it. A 
I 0 be as conciſe as poſſible, therefore; his Paper 
is as inſidious as that of the Aſſembly was candid and 
open, He would not allow, that he had promiſed | | 
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them a Sight of his Inſtructions ——with Regard to 
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their Bill for granting 20,0007. to the King; which 


85 


was ſo far true, becauſe he could have none regarding 
that particular Meaſure : He would not allow, that 


he had repreſented their Application for thoſe Inftruc- 


| Yons, as having a Tendency to alienate the Mectious 
of the People from the King ; which was allo true, 
becauſe ſuch his Repreſentation had been confined to 


the Expreſſions they had made Uſe of, concerning the 
Invaſion of their civil and religions Liberties; ; the laſt 


of which is indeed no otherwiſe to be accounted for, 


than by the Demand made upon them, to eſtabliſh a 
Militia, and thereby oblige thoſe to carry Arms, who 


made it a Point of Conſcience, to diſavow Reſiſtance 


by Force: Thoſe Expreſſions, he would needs have 


it, had the Tendency he aſcribed to them; becauſe, 
be very well knew how fond the People were of their 
Currency, and how averſe to any Refrain, upon it.“ 


— He endeavoured to embroil them with the Crown, 


for having called the Infiruition i in queſtion, an Infrac- 


tion of the Royal Charter. He reproached them 
both with Ingratitude and Tnjuſtice for being pleaſet 


to be angry with their Prorrietaries: In vindicat- 


ing the Affections of thoſe Gentlemen to the Province, 
he derived * Argument from their Intereſt in it; 


and he is peremptory, that, inſtead of entertaining 
Deſigns to Invade the juſt Rights and Privileges of 
the Inhabitants, there was nothing they ſo much de- 
teſted and abborred : 
he had taken, nevenheleß, not to lay his Iuſtructions 
before them at that Time; being ſenſible they were no 


He adhered to Ho Refolution 


way neceflary, and that the Affemb y, having already 


declared them deſtructive to their Liberties, they were 
not ima proper Temper for the Conſideration of them: 
o ſhew he was not reſtrained by Proprietary In- 
ſtructions from paſſing Bills for the Defence of the 
Country, he declares himſelf ready to paſs a Law for 
eſtabliſhing a Mititia, &c. and for emitting ary Sum 
in Paper Money, on Proprietary Terms; that is to 
Nay, on ſuch Funds as might fink the fame in foe 
> n perſeveres in maintaining, that the. A& 
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Subject may claim the Benefit of them as Matter of 
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of the Sixth of Queen Anne had been ſhamefully 


ſlighted even in heir Province; becauſe, Pieces of 
Eight were then, and had been for many Years paſt, 
current at Seven Shillings and Six Pence; whereas, 


according to that Act, they ſhould paſs for Six Shil- 
lings only: As if Money, like all other Commodities, 


would not find and fix its own Value, in Spite of all 
the Precautions and Proviſions the Wit of Man could 
invent: - He alſo maintained, That, on a Re-Ex- 
amination of the Provincial Accounts, their Revenue 


was 7, 38 1 J. per Annum, clear of the 5001. per An- 


num for ſinking the 50001. formerly given for the 
King's Uſe ; and, that the Sums due, and which, by 
the Laws in being, ſhould have been paid in the Sep- 
tember preceding, amounted at leaſt to 14000 J. 


He averred they could not but be ſenſible that the 
20,000/, Currency they propoſed to give, and call- 


ed a generous Sum, was very inſufficient to anſwer 
the Exigence, and that it was not Two Pence 


in the Pound, upon the juſt and real Value of 


the Eſtates of the Province: And, in ſhort, he ſaid 


whatſoever elſe occurred to him, which could favour 


his Purpoſe of figuring here at Home: as if he was 


in all Reſpects right, and the Aſſembly in all Reſpects 


wrong. 
5 then, if not hiſtorically, we have 
now the Merits of the Caſe before us, and may ſafely 
ronounce, That, if Inſtrufions may or can be con- 
ſtrued into Laws, Inſtructions are then of more Va- 
lue than Proclamations, which do not pretend to any 
Tuch Authority. — That, though Grants from the 
_ Crown are in the firſt Inſtance Matter of Grace, the 


Right.— That when the Prerogative has once laid 


any Reſtraint on itſelf, nothing ſhort of a poſitive 
Act of Forfeiture, or Act of Parliament, can autho- 


rize any Species of Reſumption.— That if a ſubſe- 


quent Inſtruction may cancel or. obviate an original 
Grant, Charters, under all the Sanctions the Prero- 
gative can give them, are no better than * | 
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hardly be more emphatically illuſtrated. 
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— That in the Charter given to William Penn, Eſq; 


and ſolemnly accepted as the Baſis of Government, 


by his Followers, there is no Reſerve on the Behalf 
of the Crown to tie up the Province from making 


the ſame Uſe of its Credit, which is the Privilege of 
every private Subject, —That, notwithſtanding all 


the pretended Sacro-Sanctitude of an Inſtruction, pro- 
bationary at firſt, neither renewed or referred to direct. 
ly or indirefly, by his Majeſty or his Miniſters after- 
wards, and virtually diſcharged by a ſubſequent Act 
of Parliament, which expreſly reſtrained ſome Colo- 
nies, and conſequently left the Reſt in Poſſeſſion of 


their antient Liberty, the Governor was notoriouſly 
ready to diſpenſe with it on Proprietary Terms. — That 
the Difference between ve and ten Years for Barde! 


the Bills was a Point in which the national Intere 


, 


had no Concern, —That if the Eaftern Colonies, which 


were thole reſtrained by the ſaid Act, might, never- 
theleſs, in Caſe of Exigence, make new Iſſues of Pa- 
per-Money, thoſe unreſtrained might ſurely do the 


fame in the like Cafe, on ſuch Terms and after ſuch 


a Mode as appeared moſt reaſonable to themfelves. 


E hat, according to all the Repreſentations of the 


Governor to the Aſſembly, if true, the Fate of the 


Province if not of the Public, depended on their giv- 
ing a Supply. — That, conſequently, no Exigeney could 


be more preſſing than the preſent, nor Emiſſion of 
Paper- Money better warranted. And that he could, 
nevercheleſs, leave the Province expoſed to all the Ca- 


lamities which that Exigence could poſſibly bring up- 


on it, or upon the Service in general, rather than give 

up one Proprietary Item. W hereas the Difficulty im- 

pore upon the People manifeſtly was, either to be a 
r 


ey to their Invaders, or give up every Privilege 


that made their Country worth defending. —Which 
| ſhews, in the fulleſt, cleareft and moſt unanſwerable 
Manner, that all Proprietary Interpoſition between the 
Sovereign and Subject is alike injurious to both: And 


that the Soleciſm of an Imperium in Imperio, could 


To 
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To the Crown, under this Difficulty, the Aſſembly 
nov thought it high Time to make their Appeal; in 


humble Confidence, that a fair and modeſt State of 
their Caſe, would recommend them to the Royal Pro- 
tection, and ſkreen them from the Malignity of their 
Adverſaries. 

That the Governor, however, might not, in the 
mean Time, remain ignorant of their Sentiments, 
they made another Application to him by Meſſage; 
in which they apprized him of what they had done, 
and of their joining Iſſue with him in ſubmitting their 
Cauſe to his Majeſty's Deciſion; as alſo, of their In- 
clination to adjourn till May, for the Sake of their 
own private Affairs, to relieve the Province from the 
Expence they ſat at, and ſuſpend the Uneafineſs 


Which a Conteſt, like to be endleſs, and in which they 


were treated with ſo little Decency, had given to 
them. And having thus, as they obſerved, reduced 
what immediately concerned them, within a narrow 
Compaſs, they firſt declare, jt was hard for them to 


conjecture, how the Governor came by his Know- . 


jede of the People's Fondneſs of their Currency, and 


Averſion to Reſtraints on that Head; ſecing they had _ 
not petitioned for any Increaſe of ir, nor the Aﬀem- 


| bly offered any ſuch Bill, during his Adminiſtration, 
except that which comprehended the Sum given for 
the King's Uſe, and that only as the beſt Method 
they could deviſe for making the Grant effeual ;— 

On the Behalf of the late Aſſemblies, they next inſi- 
nuate, that when they did offer ſuch Bills they were 
but for a very maderate Sum ; founded on minute 


Calculations of their Trade; and guarded againſt the 
Danger of Depreciation, by ſuch Securities as long 


Experience had ſhewn-to be effeCtual :—Proceeding 
then to the Governor's Re-Afertion concerning the 


ſhameful Slights put on the Money- Act of Queen 
Aune, they appeal to the Teſtimony of the Board of 


Trade in Favour of their own as a reeſouable Act, 
and the Royal Sanction given thereto, by which it is 
declared, that their Provincial Bills of Credit are 

| O 2 0 mai 
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Jawful Money of America, according to the ſaid A& 
of Q. Anne; as alſo to the Courle of Exchange ever 
ſince, as a full Confutation of his Charge. — They 
farther plead a Neceſſity to differ from him in his 
State of the Publick Money ; afſure him the Com- 
putations he relied upon were made without Skill, or 
a ſufficient Knowledge of their Laws; adhere to the 
Juſtice and Rectitude of their own State; maintain, 
that by the Laws in Being, 7000. was the moſt they 


had Power over; which Sum, ſince their laſt Settle- 


ment, had been greatly reduced by the very heavy 
Charges of Government.—And, having recapitulated 
what the Governor had been pleaſed to ſay concern- 
ing the Inſufficience of their Grant, Sc. ma in 


the following ſpirited Manner. 


What the Governor may think ſufficient, is as 
much a Myſtery to us, as he may apprehend his 
© Proprietary Inſtructions are; but, we preſume, it 
may be ſufficient: for all the Purpoſes i in Sir Thomas 
Robinſon's laſt Letter, and as much or more than, 
© we think, can be reaſonably expected from us. How 
© the Governor became ſo ſuddenly acquainted with 
© the real Value of our Eſtates, is not eaſy to con- 
< ceive; but we know from long Experience, hav- 
ing many of us received our Birth in this Province, 
© that the Inhabitants are not generally wealthy or 
c rich, tho* we believe them to be, in the main, fru- 
gal and induſtrious, yet it is zvidenc that their 
© Lands are greatly encumbered with their Debts to 
the Publick. From theſe Confiderations, we are 
_ © obliged to think the Governor's Eſtimation of our 
Wealth is undoubtedly too high, unleſs he includes 
the Value of the Proprietary Lands; for, by the 


8 Report of a Committee of Aſſembly in Auguſt, 


1752, it appears, that the Taxables of this Pro- 
© vince did not exceed Twenty-two Thouſand; and 
the Grant we have offered of Twenty thouſand 
Pounds, from the beſt Calculations we can make, 
£ doth at leaſt amount to five Times the Sum that 
* hath ever been raiſed thr a Tus wo-penny Tax. 2 

=” 2 


© this Province, As we think the Governor can- 
not be a competent Judge of the real Value of 
dur Eſtates, in this little Time of his Adminiftra- 
© tion, and as we have now ſubmitted our Cauſe to 
* higher Determination, we conceive ourſelves leſs 


© concerned in his Computations of our Eſtates, what- 


ever they may be. 

© The Governor is pleaſed to inform us, That the 
© Proprietaries are too nearly intereſted in the Proſ- 
* perity of this Country, to do any Thing to its Pre- 
« judice, and he ſhould have imagined that the Peo- 
ple could not now ſtand in Need of any Proofs of 
the Proprietary Affection, or ſuſpect them of hav- 


La 


vileges, which, he is confident, they deteſt and ab- 
hor.” We cannot ſuppoſe the Governor would 
mean they deteſt and abhor our juſt Rights and Pri- 
vileges; and yet we are convinced the Clauſe in their 
Commiſſion to him, their Lieutenant, whereby they 
impower him to act as fully and amply, to all In- 
tents, Conſtructions, and Purpoſes, as they them- 
ſelves might or could do, were they perſonally pre- 
© ſent, © 74 (our Governor) following and obſerv- 
„ing ſuch Orders, Inſtructions and Directions, as 
* you now have, or hereafter, from Time to Time, 
& ſhall receive from us, or our Heirs,” is not only 


* repugnant to our juſt Rights and Privileges,” bur 


* impracticable, againſt common Senſe, againſt Law, 


© and void in itſelf; and yet if the Governor ſhould 


© think his Hands are ſo tied up by theſe Inſtructions, 
that he is not at Liberty to act for the Publick 
* Good, we muſt conclude they are of dangerous 
* Confequence at all Times, and particularly in this 
Time of imminent Danger, not only to ourſelves, 
but to the Britzh Intereſt in North- America.” _ 


Eo To this Meſſage the Governor returned 2 ſhort 
Anſwer in thele Words. f 7 


"my 
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ing any Deſigns to invade their juſt Rights and Pri- 
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© Gentlemen, | F . 
I am very much ſurprized at your Propofal to 
© adjourn till May, as you have made no Proviſion 
for the Defence of the Province, or granted the 
Supplies expected by the Crown, and recommend- 
ed by the Secretary of State's Letters: I muſt there- 
fore object to the propoſed Adjournment, while 
© Things remain in this Situation, and hope you will, 
in Conſideration of the Danger to which your 
Country ſtands expoſed, continue fitting till you 

have granted the Supplies to the Crown, and effec- 
tually provided for the Defence of the People you 

repreſent; but if you are determined to rife at this 

Time without doing any Thing, remember it is 
your own Act, and all the fatal Conſequences that 
may attend your leaving the Province in this de- 

fenceleſs State, muſt lie at your Doors,* 

The Houſe in Return unanimouſly reſolved, 
© Thar the Governor has been reſpectfully and repeat- 
« edly ſollicited by this Houſe, to paſs a Bill preſent- 
ed to him, for granting Twenty thouſand Pounds 
for the King's Uſe, which, in our Opinion, would 
© have anſwered the Expectations of the Crown from 
0 
4 
0 
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this Province, as ſignified by the Secretary of State's 
Letters, had the Governor been pleaſed to have gi- 
ven it his Aſſent; therefore whatever ill Conſe- 
gquences enſue, from Supplies not having been 
granted at this critical Juncture, muſt lie at his 
Door. „ | „ : 
The Governor by his Secretary demanded a Copy 
of their Minutes: The Houſe ordered the Minutes 
both of this. and their laſt Seſſions to be printed; and 
that a Copy finiſhed ſhould be delivered to the Gover- 
nor : And, having then reſolved to adhere to their 
; | Adjournment, adjourned accordingly. „ 


In the Beginning of March, however, the Gover- 
nor thought fit to re- aſſemble them; and aſſigned the 
» Arrival of General Braddock, the Neceſſity of conſi- 
dering what he had to propoſe without Delay, and 
LL - | making 
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making the Proviſions expected by his Majeſty for 
the Service in Time, as his Reaſons for ſo doing. 
In the fame Meſſage he alſo acquainted them, That 
he had iſſued a Commiſſion to a Number of Men ac- 
quainted with the Country, to form a lan of open- 
ing Roads from the inhabited Parts of the Province 
Weſtward towards the Ohio, at the Requiſition of 
Sir Jobn St. Clair, Quarter- Maſter-General, to facili- 
tate the March of the Troops, Conveyance of Provi- 
ſions, Sc. and alſo to prepare an Eſtimate of the Ex- 
pence; which he called upon them to provide for: 


Alſo to be enabled to take ſuch a Part in the Mea- -- 


ſures propoſed by the Eaſtern Governments for the 
Maintenance of his Majeſty's juſt Rights, Sc. as be- 
came the Honour and Intereſt of a Province circum- 
 fRanced like theirs: Having then premiſed, that it was 
ſaid, the large Supply of Proviſions furniſhed to the 
French from theſe Colonies, not Penſilvania in particu- 
lar, which he acknowledged had little Concern in 
that unnatural Trade, had enabled che Enemy to fupport 
their Forces in America, he informed them, he had gi- 
ven tlie Officers of the Cuſtoms preventive Orders in 
Relation thereto ; and added, that he made no Doubt 
of their joining with him in a Law to make thoſe 
Orders more effectual.— The Deſire of the Eaftern 
Governments, that Penſyldania would join with them 
in their Operations to fruſtrate the Schemes of the 
French, made his next Topick ; and he grafted a Hope 
upon it, that they would enable him to take ſuch 
Part as became the Honour and Intereſt of a Province 
circumſtanced like theirs. — The Eſtabliſhment of 4 
Poſt between Philadelphia and a Place called Winche/- 
ter, at the Deſire of General Braddock, was what he 
recommended next: And that again was followed by 
another Defire of the ſame General's, that the Quotas for 
the common Fund of the ſeveral Provinces, recommend- 
ed by the Secretary of State, might be lodged in the 
Hands of a Treaſurer, ſubje&t to his Demands, in 
Order to expedite Buſineſs; and the General being 
perfectly diſintereſted, as alſo willing to account for his 
= 0 4 | Diſ⸗- 
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Diſburſements, he hoped they would put it in his 
Power to return him a ſatisfactory Anſwer: And for 
a Concluſion, he recommended Vigour, Unanimity, 
and Diſpatch, that the happy Opportunity put into 
the Hands of the Colonies by his Majeſty' 8 N 
Care, c. might not be loſt.” 

T hat there was no Retroſpect in this Meſſage was 
ſome Recommendation of it :—— But the Merit of 
this Forbearance laſted no longer than till the After- 
noon of the very ſame Day, when the Houle was 
artfully perplexed with two Meſſages more, which 
could not but revive the Memory of paſt Diſſentions, 
and conſequently the ill Humour they had produced. 
| The firſt contained a Reprimand for their hav- © 
ing printed Sir 7. Robinſon's Letters, communicated 
to them without his, the Governor's, Frivilege or 
Conſent ; and a Caution againſt the Publication of 
them; and an Intimation, that tho' he had Letters 
and other Papers relating to his Majeſty's Service to 
communicate to them, he did not think it ſafe to do 
it, without proper Aſſurances, that the Contents 
ſhould remain a Secret. The ſecond being nearly 


as ſhort, and rather more extraordinary, ſhall be gi- 


Ven in his own Words. 1 | * 


6 Gentlemen, | | 

On the Tenth of . laſt . by 
© the Secretary, a Copy of the Minutes of your Pro- 
ceedings, which you promiſed to ſend me; but not 
receiving them, I did, on the Twenty: -ninth of the 
ſame Month, by Letter to the Speaker, again de- 
mand them, and have frequently, by the Secretary, 
reiterated my Requeſt, but could not obtain a Sight 
of them till the Twelfth Inſtant, above two Months 
after your Riſing, and then only a Part of them 
were ſent me in Print, and I have nat yet ſeen che | 
whole of them. _ 
© The keeping your Proceedings thus a Secret from 
f me, I take to be a very unconſtitutional and extra- 
£ N Meaſure, liable to a Conſtruction e 

; & 0 
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do not chuſe at preſent to put upon it, but only to 


* acquaint you that I expect you will order your 
* Clerk to attend me every Night with the Minutes 


* of the Day, that I may know what is done and 


doing in your Houſe, and be able in Time to lay 
the ſame before his Majeſty and his Miniſters, who 


© expect to be regularly informed of the Meaſures 


taking by the Legiſlatures of the Colonies.* 


Both were anſwered the next Day in Subſtance 
thus, That they were humbly of Opinion, ſuch Let- 


ters as thoſe in queſtion, containing the Commands of 


the Crown, ought generally to be inſerted in their 


Minutes as being the Foundation of their Proceed- 
ings, and what might be neceſſary for their Juſtifi- 
cation: That thoſe Letters were communicated with- 
out the lealt Caution to keep the Contents a Secret : 
That the latter, which was the moſt material of the 
two, was a circular Letter which had been ſent in ef- 
fect to all the Provinces and Colonies in North Ame- 
rica, and of which the Subſtance, as they were inform- 


ed, had been printed in the Speeches of ſeveral Go- 


vernors to their Aſſemblies : That the Deſign of ſend- 
ing two Regiments from England, and raiſing two 
more in America, was no Secret, having been avowed 
even in the London Gazette: That the Governor 

himſelf had given very full and particular Abſtracts 

of thois Letters in his Meſſages which had been print- 
ed in their own Gazettes long before the Houſe ad- 
journed, and paſſed without Objection : That they 


were, therefore, ſurprized at the Exceptions ſtarted 


now to the Inſertion of them in their Minutes, and, 

no fingle Inconvenience to reſult from it having been 
ointed out, were not inclined to expunge them : 
hat, knowing not what Affurances of How 


ſhould appear to the Houſe to be neceſſary for the 
King's Service, or the public Good, to keep any Mat- 
ters laid before them ſecret, proper Meaſures, they 
doubted-not, would be taken for that Purpoſe.” 


Proceeding then to what related to the Governor's 
| | | 0 | Demand 


ſy would 
be ſatisfactory, they could only fay, that whenever it 
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Demand of a Copy of their Minutes, they adjoined, 
Tahat they had ordered the ſaid Mintites to be 
printed with all convenient Speed, and, when finiſhed, _ 
that a Copy ſhould be delivered as required: That as 
ſoon as they could be copied and reviſed by a Com- 
mittee of the Houſe, they were put to Preis; and 
that the Governor had been ſupplied with a Copy of 
the greateſt Part of them even before they were fi- 
niſhed: That it had been the conſtant Practice of the 
Houſe to have their Minutes ſo reviſed, and to poſt- 
pone the ſaid Reviſal till after the Riſing of the 
Houſe; and that till this was done, no Copies had ever 
been given out, unleſs of ſpecial Votes on ſpecial Occa- 
ſions: That the principal Matters contained in theſe 
Minutes were generally to be found in the Governor's 
Speeches or Meſſages, and the Anſwers of the Houſe ; 
and that theſe, together with ſuch Votes as were moſt 
material, were, for the moſt part, immediately print - 
ed in the News-papers: That the reſt was . chiefly 
Matter of Form: That, therefore, as it would be in- 
convenient to the Houſe to make up and perfect their 
Votes daily, fo as to ſend a Copy to the Governor, as 
they ſaw no public Service concerned in it, nor 
knew of any Right in the Governor ſo peremptorily to 
demand it, they were not inclined to alter their anti- 
ent Cuſtom: That his Charge of taking extraordi- 
nary or unconſtitutional Meaſures to keep their Pro- 
ceedings a Secret from him, was void of any real 
Foundation : That as to the Conſtruction put by the 
Governor on their Conduct, they neither knew, nor 
could gueſs what it was: That whatever it was, they 
had rather it had been ſpoken plainly, than inſinu- 
ated; becauſe they might then have known how to 
Juſtify themſelves: Thar, however, being conſcious of 
the firmeft Loyalty to the Crown, and the moſt up- 
right Intentions to the People they repreſented, th:v 
were not very apprehenſive of any great Prejudice 
from ſuch Inſinuations: That reflecting on the 
Weight and Importance of the Matters laid before 
them in the Morning Meſſage, which, moreover, ſo 
2 - | as - earneſtly 
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earneſtly preſſed them ro Uninimity and Diſpatch, 
they could not but be ſurprized at receiving Meſſages 
of ſo different a Kind in the Afternoon, and which 
could only tend to produce Diviſion and Delay, Ec. 
And that, therefore, they humbly intreated the Go- 


vernor to ſuſpend thoſe his irritating Accuſations and 


novel Demands till a Seaſon of more e Leiſure, and. thar 


he would permit them to proceed, without any farther 
Interruption, on the Buſineſs for which he had been 


pleaſed to call them together.“ 


Not to be diverted, however, fot the Purſuit he 
was in by this Caution; he ſent a Letter to the Print- 


ers for the Aſſembly (one of whom was a Member) 
forbidding them to publiſh the Secretary of State's 
Letters; and ordered his Secretary to inſpect the 


Journals of the Houſe from the 15th to the 20th of 


March then current, both incluſive, and to take a 
Copy thereof. Upon the former of which Mea- 
ſures they reſolved, That the ſaid Letters had been 


| property inſerted : That the Houſe had by ſufficient 


eaſons ſhewn, that the expunging thoſe Letters 


was both improper and unneceſſary : That the Right 


of directing what ſhould, or ſhould not be inſerted 


in the Minutes of the Houſe, was ſolely in the _ 


Houſe ; and that the G had not, nor could 
have, any Right to interfere therein — And they or- 


dered the Printer to proceed with the Publication of 


their Minutes as they then ſtood :—And with reg rd 
to the latter, they informed the Governor by Meſ- 
ſage, That when their Minutes ſhould be reviſed 
and printed after the End of the Seſſion according to 
long continued Cuſtom, a fair Copy ſhould be pre- 


ſented to the Governor: But that till then they hoped 


the Governor would excuſe them if they did not per- 
mit any body to inſpect them, or any Copy of them 
do be taken.“ 


_ Here this little Ruffle ended: And while it was yet 
ſubſiſting, the Governor informed the Houſe, as a 
Secret which he recommended to them to keep ſo, 


00 That Govemor Shirley, with the Concurrence of 


his 
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his Council and Aſſembly, having, among other Mea- 
ſures, formed a Deſign to build a Fort near Crown 
Point, within the Limits of his Majeſty's Territories, 
had ſent Commiffioners to this and other Govern- 
ments, to ſolicit their Contributions to the ſame Un- 
dertaking: That the faid Governor had written to 
him fully upon this. Head : That he ſhould commu- 
nicate his Letter to them, that they might ſee what 
was expected from the Province: That Mr. Quincy 
his Commiſſioner was actually arrived, and had mad 
his Application to him: And that he heartily recom- 
mended it to them to grant the neceſſary Supplies for 
that important Service.“ „ 
Upon the Heels of this, by another Meſſage he alſo 
informed them of, and congratulated them upon, the 
Arrival of the Tranſports, with the Forces and Ar- 
tillery deſtined for the American Service, in Virginia: 
After which he proceeded, as in the laſt Seſſion, to 
ſay, That his Majeſty's Care and Affection for his 
Subjects in America having induced him to ſo large 
and ſeaſonable an Aſſiſtance for the Recovery of thoſe 
Poſſeſſions, which the French, contrary to the Faith of 
FTreaties, had ſeized, they would be greatly wanting 


to themſelves if they neglected the Opportunity to 


fruſtrate the Attempts of that perfidious People: 
That to render his Majeſty's Meaſures effectual, it 
was expected, That the Colonies ſhould raiſe an ad- 
ditional Number of Forces, and ſhould furniſh Pro- 
viſions and all Neceſſaries to thoſe employed for their 
Protection; as they would ſee by a Letter from the 
Earl of Halifax, and another from General Braddock, 
which were to be laid before them: That this being 
fo reaſonable in itſelf, he could not doubt its being 
readily complied with by all the Provinces, in propor- 
tion to their Abilities; and he hoped, that as Pern/yl- 
vania was the moſt intereſted in the Event, they would 
exert themſeives as became the Repreſentatives of a 
Province afually invaded, and having their all de- 
pending on the Succeſs of the preſent Enterprize : 


That he earneſtly beſought them to conſider what 
WO ; ws might 


* 
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might be the Conſequence of their refuſing to grant 
the neceſſary Supplies, as they might be aſſured his 

_ Majeſty would not condeſcend to recommend to them 
in vain the making Proviſion for their n Defence, 
but would doubtleſs, upon their Kefuſal, be enabled 
by his Parliament to oblige thoſe who reaped the im- 
mediate Benefit of ſuch a chargeable Protection to con- 
tribute their Proportion of it; and that if by a D. 
appointment in the Articles expected to be ſupplied by 
them, the great Expence the Nation had been put to 
for the Security of theſe invaluable Branches of the 
Britiſh Empire, ſhould be rendered unavailable, they 
could not but think they would juſtly draw upon 
themſelves the Reſentment of his Majeſty, and a Bri- 
tifh Parliament.“ 
| How unuſual ſoever ſuch Language was on ſuch 

| Occaſions, and how inconſiſtent ſoever with the 
Claims and Rights of Freemen, the Aſſembly not on- 
ly ſtifled their Reſentments of it, but proceeded the 

very ſame Day to do all that was required of them 
with all the Alacrity imaginable, I 

Twenty five Thouſand Pounds was the Sum they | 
granted to the King's Uſe: Five Thouſand Pounds 
of it was appropriated for the Sum borrowed. for the 
Service at the laſt Sitting: Ten Thouſand Pounds 
for the Purchaſe of Proviſions, at the Requeſt of the 
Government of Maſſachuſet's Bay, for victualling their 
Forces: Five Thouſand Pounds, to anſwer the oc- 
caſional Draughts of General Braddock: And the re- 
maining Five Thouſand for the Maintenance of ſuch 

Indiaus as had taken refuge in the Province, and o- 
ther contingent Expences in their Votes expreſſed. 
And the whole was to be raiſed by an Emiſſion of 
Paper Bills to. the ſame Amount, and to be ſunk "by | 
an Extenſion of the Exciſe for ten Years. | 

Tf the other Part of the former Bill concerning torn - 
ang ragged Bills, was mentioned, or at all inſiſted upon, 


it could not be carried; the Majority on this Occa- 


_ 


"_ + relotvings That no provincial Conſideration of 


: * * 
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that Kind ſhould furniſh the leaft Pretence for any 
Obſtruction to the general Service. 

Upon the 28th of Merch 1755, this Bill was left 
with the Governor, and on the firſt of the next 
| _— he ſent them the W Meſſage, VIZ. 


. Ck : | | 
© Your Bill for ſtriking Twenty five theuſand Pounds, 


© - © being contrary to his Majeſty” s Inſtructions relating 


to Paper- money, and of the ſame Nature with the 
Bill I refuſed my Aſſent to the laſt Sitting of the 
Aſſembly, I cannot pals it into a Law, without a | 
© Breach of Duty to the Crown; and I am concerned 
you ſhould offer ſuch a Bill to me, when you had 
agreed to ſubmit the Diſpute between us, upon one 
ol the lite Kind, to his Majeſty, 

As this is a Time of minen: Danger, and the 
Forces raiſed and deſtined for the Service of the 
« Colonies muſt wait the Supplies from this Province, 
I again intreat you to fall upon ſome other Method 
© of raiſing Money, that we may not loſe this happy 
Opportunity of recovering his Majeſty's Domi- 
s nions, now invaded by the Subjects of the French 
King, and preventirg their unjuſt Encroachments 
« for the future. 

* But if theſe repeated Recommendations of ſo 
© reaſonable a Supply, ſhall fail of the deſired Effect, 
© and any ill Conſequences ſhould attend it, his Ma- 


ji jeſty and his Miniſters, a Britiſb Parliament, your 


< own Conſtituents, and the neighbouring Govern- 
* ments, will be at no Loſs on whom to lay the 
Blame. 
This Meſſage was alſo accompanied with make 
dated March 31; in which the Governor having refer - 
red to an Account to be given them by his Secretary, 
of ſeveral Matters committed to the Care of one 
Scarroyady, an Indian Chief, by the Ohio Indians, made 
uſe of it as an addicional one to the Oy in Ine 


Manner following: G © 
TY © Gen- 
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8 Gentimmen, 

So much Sores on the Diſpoſition and Mea- 
ſures of the Indiaus at this Time, that I muſt ear- 
neſtly recommend it to you to make Proviſion for 
the enſuing Treaty, as well as to enable me to take 
proper Notice of this Chief, who is ſo hearty in 
our Intereſt, and of the young Men he has brought 
along with him, in order to be employed in ſome 
Services, which, he ſays, are of . to the 
general Cauſe. 


CCC 


It will readily occur to you, that the ſeveral | 


« Weſtern Indians, who wiſh well to the Eugliſb In- 
© rereſt, wait with Impatience for the Return "of this 


Chief, and will form their Meaſures according to 


© the Report which he ſhall make to them of "our 


Treatment of them : for which Reaſon, it will be 
« of the laſt Conſequence, that this Chief, and theſe 
© young Men, go from us well cloathed, and pane” 
ly well pleaſed.” 

On the ſame Day alſo, Mr. Quincy, Commiſſioner 
to the Province from the Government of Maſſacbu- 
ſel's Bay, preſented a Memorial to the Aſſembly, 
which, containing an unqueſtionable Teſtimonial in 
their Favour, deſerves to be inſerted intire as fol- 
| lows, VIZ. | 


c Gentlemen, 
< I amextremely ſorry to find, that notwithſtand- 


„ 


< ing all the Motives and Argumen!s ] was able to of- 


fer his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, he did 


not ſee his Way clear to give his Conſent to the 


Money Bill you have laid before him. 
* The Chearfulneſs with which you therein granted 
© Ten thouſand Pounds, for victualling the Forces in- 
tended to march from New- England to ſecure his 
bo * Majeſty” s Territories, leaves me no Room to doubt 
© your ZEAL for his MAjESTVY's Service, or your 
© hearty Concurrence with the Government I-have the 
85 1 to . in the Meaſures now * 


2 | for 
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© for our common Safety: And therefore, though 


18 you are unhappily diſappointed in the Manner of your 
Grant, I flatter myſelf you will not fail to find ſome 


© other Means of rendering it effeffual. 8 
The Advantages which a ſpeedy and vigorous 


Execution of thoſe Meaſures promiſes to all the 


© Colonies, and the Miſchiefs which a Neglect of 
them will intail upon us and our Poſterity, are clear- 
ly pointed out, and fully illuſtrated in the Papers 


which have been the Subject of your late Delibe- 


rations. | 
In rendering this important Service to the Crown, 


to the Britih Nation, and to their Fellow Subjects 
iin the other Governments, New-England offers to 


* ſpend her Treaſure as freely as her Blood, and, 
© were her Abilities equal to her Zeal, would as 
chearfully bear the whole Expence, as ſhe under- 
© takes the whole Hazard of the Enterprize. But the 
< vaſt yearly Charge ſhe is ſubjected to, by her. Vici- 
© nity to the French, and the Neceſlity of defending ſo 
© extenſive a Frontier from the Incurſions of thoſe. 
* perfidious People, and their Indians, both in Time 


of Peace and War, has ſo exhauſted her Finances, 


and burdened her with ſuch a Load of Debt, that, 
without the Aſſiſtance of the neighbouring more 
wealthy Colonies, ſhe muſt drop the Deſign, how- 
ever promiſing and glorious, as utterly impracti- 
cable. 5 | | fr Na 
_ © Happy will your Province be, Gentlemen, if you 
© can ſtill keep thoſe dangerous People at a Diſtance 
from your Borders, by which you will be free from 
* the many Miſchiefs we have always ſuffered by their 
© Neighbourhood, | — 0 ; 
The Opportunity is now offered you, and, if em- 
< braced, will, by the Bleſſing of God, ſecure your fu- 


ture Peace and Proſperity. But whatever you do, 
'* ſhould be determined inſtaniiy, for the Seaſon flies, 


* and a Delay may be as pernicious as a Refuſal. - 

I have juſt received Advice, that Connecticut has 
voted Fifteen hundred Men, and that even the little 
= N | * Govern- 
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* Government of Rhode- and has granted Four 
Hundred, the Expence of which will be more than 


e is aſked of you. New-York ſeems heartily diſpoſ- 


© ed to do her Part; and there is Reaſon to think 
© that your good Example may have an advantageous 
Influence on your Neighbours of Ner- Jerſey. 


Il need ſay no more to urge you to a ſpeedy and 
© effetual Reſolution, but conclude, with the utmoſt 8 


Reſpect, Gentlemen, Yours, Sc.“ 

The reſt of the Day was ſpent in Debates, as it was 

natural it ſhould : But on the Morrow they reſolved 
to raiſe Fifteen Thouſand Pounds on the Credit of the 

1 in the Manner they had done before; that is 


to ſay, Five Thouſand Pounds to repay the Sum ſo 


-before borrowed for victualling the King's Troops, 
and Ten Thouſand Pounds to anſwer the Requeſt of 


the Maſſachuſets Government, ſo earneſtly enforced 


by Mr. Quin 
Thus, one would think, they had done all that 


could be reaſonably required of Men: They had 


dropt the particular Concern of the Province: They 
had overlooked whatever was offenſive in the Go- 
vernor's Meſſages and Behaviour to them, they had 
forborne all Altercation thereon: And Mr. 9uincy, 
on Behalf of the Government he repreſented, preſent- 


ed them ſuch a Paper of Acknowledgment, as abun- : 


dantly ire: = chat i is here faid of them : To wit, 


Sir, 


„The Sum which this Honourable Adembiy has 


granted to his Majeſty? s Uſe, and appropriated for 
victualling the Troops intended to be marched for 
6: * ſecuring his Majeſty's Territories, is an Inſtance of 


your Concern and Zeal for the Public Safety, which I 
doubt not will be Big acceptable to his Majeſty» 
And as it was made in Conſequence of my Appli- 
cation to you, I beg Leave to return you my 'grate- 

© ful. Senſe and Acknowledgment; and to affure you, 


275 in "The Name and Behalf of the Government I he 
4 : * 8 5 
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the Honour to repreſent, that it will be duly ap- 


« plied tothe Purpoſes for which it was granted. 
The Governor, however, diſſatisfied ſtill, becauſe 
diſappointed and defeated, firſt evaded the Afſem- _ 
bly's Demand of the Reſtitution of their Bill accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, and then refuſed, it, ſaying, ** That 
it was a Bill of ſo extraordinary a Nature, that he 
thought it his Duty to lay it before his Majeſty, and 
ſhould keep it for that Purpoſe.” 5 
He alſo informed them by Meſſage of Intelligence 


he had received, That the French had fitted out Fif- 
teen Sail of the Line, with which they were ſending 


out 6000 Land Forces, and that the King's Miniſ- 
ters were not in the Secret of their Deſtination; yet 
as they were bound for America, and could not be ig- 


norant that Penſy[vania was both a plentiful and de- 


Fenceleſs Country, he thought it his Duty to call upon 


them to enable him to put it into a Poſture of De- 


: Fence, by eſtabliſhing a regular Militia, and providing 
the neceſſary Stores of War. | 3 . 


This Meſſage was dated April zd; and yet on the 


Sth following he adviſed them to make a ſhort Ad- 


journment, becauſe he was to receive the Governors 
Shirley and De Lancey, that Evening, and was to ac- 


company them to Annapolis, there to confer with Ge- 


neral Bradd:ck, and the Governors, Sharpe of Mary- 


land, and Dinwiddie of Virginia; after which, it was 


probable, he ſhould have ſeveral Matters to lay before 
the Aſſembly : But, as a parting Stroke, he called upon 


them to mace ſome Proviſion for Scarroyady before 
mentioned, and his young Men: Which they did ;— 


not without ſome wholſome Hints, That they had been 


long enough already a Charge to the Province; That 


- there were proper Lands where,.and it was a proper 


F 
— 
©. 
— 


. 
8 


Seaſon when, they might both hunt, and plant their 
Corn, by which they might provide for themſelves; 
and that as to the Indian Treaty they had been re- 
quired to make Proviſion for, the Governor could not 
expect they could come to any immediate Roſolution, | 


e 
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till they had received the an Information con- 
cerning it. 

It was in this Manner 1 parted. The Adjourn- 
ment they made was only to the 12th of May; and 
yet the Governor both complained of that Term as 
too long, and ſaid he ſhould call them ſooner if there 
was Occaſion.— When they met, they gave the Go- 
vernor Notice as uſual, and that they were ready to 
receive whatever he had to lay before them. The 
Governor's Anſwer was, That he had nothing to lay 
before them at preſent but the German Bill; —a Bill, 


that is to ſay, recommended by the Governor him- 


ſelf, from the notorious Neceſſity of it, for preventing 
the Importation of German or other Paſſengers or 


Servants in too great Numbers in one Veſſel, and for 
preventing the Spreading of contagious Diſtempers, | 


imported by or together with them, &c.—This had 
been prepared by the Houſe at their laſt Sitting, and 
ſent up to the Governor; had been returned with A- 


mendments by him; ſome of theſe Amendments had 


been adopted ; and then the Bill had been again ſent 


up, with a Deſire from the Houſe, That the Gover- 
nor would be pleaſed to paſs the ſame as it then ſtood. 


This he had not been pleafed to do, but on the con- 


trary had referred it to the Conſideration of his Coun- _ 


cil, by whoſe Advice he had been determined to ad- 
fog to his Amendments ; under which Declaration it 
was now. again ſent down to the Houſe ; who having 
appointed a Committee to draw up a Meſſage to the 


Governor, repreſenting the Inconveniencies to be ap- 


prehended from the ſaid Amendments, and agreed to 


that Meſſage, on the Report of the ſame, came to a 


Reſolution of adjourning on the Morrow to the firſt 
of September. 

. To ſay this Meſſage was of the moſt pathetic; ra- 
tional and intereſting Kind, is to ſay the leaſt that can 
be ſaid of it: It explained the Evil to be remedied, 
and the Conſequences to be apprehended from a Con- 
tinuance of it, in the moſt affecting Terms: It de- 
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monſtrated, That the Amendments inſiſted upon by 


the Governor were calculated to deprive it of all its Vi- 
gour and Utility: That in Effect the Province was to 
be as much expoſed to the ſame Nuſances and Dan- 
gers as ever; and what gave the moſt Offence of all, 


by the following Paragraph the Inhabitants were led to 


the: very Source of fo crying a Grievance. 

By our Charters, and the Laws of this Province, 
© the whole legiflative Power is veſted in the Governor 
and the Rerreſentatives of the People; and as we 
know of no other Negative upon our Bills but what 
the Governor himſelf has, we could wiſh he had 
been pleaſed to have exerciſed his own Judgment 
upon this our Bill, without referring the Confide- 
ration of it to a Committee of his Council, moſt of 
them fuch, as we are informed, who are, or have 
lately been, concerned in the Importations, the A buſes 

of which this 9 was deſigned to regulate and re- 
« dreſs. 

Now, which ever Party was in the Right, can it be 

faid, that the King, or the Supply for his Service, or 


K a 


„„ 


any one of the Points in the preceding Seſſion agitat- 


ed, had any Concern in the Riſe, Progreſs, or Iſſue 
of this Controverſy? Has it not been already obſerv- 
ed, to the Honour of the Aſſembly, how cautiouſly 
and prudently they had avoided whatever could tend 
to widen the Breach on any of theſe Heads? Is it not 
freſh before us, that, even for Want of Provocation, 
the Governor himſelf was forced both to part with 


them, and meet them again in Peace. And yet 
having declared as we have ſeen, That he had notbinrf 


to communicate to them, conſequently nothing to aſk 
of them, other than what related to this German Bill; 
did he take the Hint from hence to treat them by 
Meſage i in the following extraordinary Manner, \ viz. 


6 Gentlemen, | | 8 
When I ſummoned you Wee on "vhs 17d of 
March laſt, I was in Hopes you would with 
5 6 1 | you 
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© .you Inclinations to promote the public Service, by 

« granting the Supplies expected by the Crown, and by 
putting this Province into a Poſture of Defence; 
but I am ſorry to find, that neither the Danger to 
which this Country ſtands expoſed, nor his Majeſty? * 
repeated and affectionate Calls, have had any Weight 

with you. 

The Bill you ſent me for triking 7 wenty-five thou- 

ſand Pounds, was of a more extraordinary Nature 
than that I refuſed my Aſſent to in the winter Seſ- 
ſions; as it gave General Braddock a Power over no 
more than Five thouſand Pounds, and ſubjected the 
remaining Twenty Thouſand, and all the Surplus of 
the Exciſe, for eleven Years to come, to the Di/- 
p9fition of ſome of the Members of your Houſe, and 


to the Aſſembly for the Time being. 


The offering Money in a Way, and upon Terms 


that you very well knew I could not, conſiſtent with 


my Duty to the Crown, conſent to, is, in my Opi- 
nion, trifling with the King's Commands, and a- 


mounts to a Refuſal to give at all; and I am ſatis- 


fied will be ſeen in this Light by my Superiors ; . 
who, by your Bill abovementioned, which I ſhall lay 


| before them, and by the Whole ohh your Conduct 


fince you have been made acquainted with the De- 
ſigns of the French, will be convinced, that your 
Reſolutions are, and have been, to take Advantage 
of your Country's Danger, to aggrandize and render 


permanent your own Power and Authority, and to 


deſtroy that of the Crown. That it is for this Pur- 


poſe, and to promote your Scheme of future Inde- 


pendency, you are graſping at the Diſpoſition of all 
public Money, and at the Power of filling all the 
Offices of Government, eſpecially thoſe of the Re- 


venue; and when his Majeſty and the Nation are at 


the Expence of ſending Troops for the Protection 
of theſe Colonies, you refuſe to furniſh them with 
Proviſions and neceſſary Carriages, tho? your Coun- 


try is full of both, unleſs you can, at the ſame 


Time, encroach upon the e of the Crown, and 
P 3 in- 
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* increaſe your own Power, already too great for a 


© 2H. a a „ „ 3 \A „ „„ 6 
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Branch of a ſubordinate dependant Government, ſo 
remote from the principal Seat of Power. 

* You have, Gentlemen, by a Vote of your own 
Houle, without the Conſent of the Government, 


empowered a Committee of your Members to borrow 
Money upon the Credit of the Aſſembly, and to 


diſpoſe of the ſame to certain Uſes in that Vote men- 


tioned.—You have alſo, by Votes and Reſolves of 


your own Houle, created Bills or Notes of Credit, 
made payable to the Bearers thereof, to the Amount 
of Fifteen thouſand Pounds, which you have iflued in 


Lieu of Money, and they are now circulating in 


this Province, without the Approbation of the Go- 


vernment.—You have denied me Acceſs to your 
Journals, and refuſed me Copies of your Minutes.— 


And you have printed and publiſhed the Secretary 
of State's Letters to me ſignifying his Majeſty*s 
Commands, not only without my Conſent, but 
contrary to an Order I had iſſued to the Printers, 
expreſly forbidding the Publication of thoſe Ler- 
ters. 


Whether you have a Right to the e of ſuch 


extraordinary Powers, his Majeſty and his Minif- 
ters will judge, before whom it is my Duty to lay 
your Proceedings as ſoon as I can come at them, 


and to whom they will appear the more dangerous, 


as neither they nor you can know but a future Af 
ſembly may uſe thoſe Powers againſt the Govern- 
ment by which they are protected. 


While I had any the moſt diſtant Hopes of your 


coming into Meaſures that might promote the pub- 


lic Service at this critical Conjuncture, I ſuffered 


ſome Parts of your Conduct to remain unobſerved 
upon ; but as I am now. convinced, from the whole 


Tenor of your Behaviour, and from your Meſſage 


of Yeſterday, notifying your Intentions to adjourn 
* till September next, without granting the neceſſary 
Supplies, that you have no Deſign to contribute any 
Thing towards the Defence of this Country, 1 

$ thought 
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thought it right to be no longer ſilent upon thoſe 


Heads. 
8 Gentlemen, When the Bill to prevent the Impor- 


tation of the Germans, &c. was under my Conſide- 
ration, I took ſuch Advice upon it, and made ſuch 


Amendments to it, as I thought would beſt anſwer 


the public Purpolcs, and put that Trade upon ſuch a 
Footing as to prevent the many Abuſes that had been 


practiſed in it, and at the ſame Time ſecure this City 


and Province againſt the coming in and ſpreading of 


infectious Diſtempers. — How far the Bill as propoſe 


ed by you, or amended by me, would, or would 


not, have anſwered thoſe Ends, was a Matter proper 


to be conſidered at a Conference, which you might 
have deſired if you had thought proper, as It is the 


only Means of bringing a Bill to Perfection, when 


the Branches of the Legiſlature differ in Opinion 


concerning any Amendments propoſed to it; but 
inſtead thereof, you have ſent me a Meſſage filled 


with unjuſt Reflections upon the Amendments pro- 


poſed by me, and plainly deſigned to repreſent me, 
as having no Regard for the Health or Safety of the 
Inhabitants of this Country; in, doing which, I 
cannot, think you have paid a proper Regard to 
Truth. However, as it is not my Intention to enter 


into a Controverſy with you upon hat Bill, which 
might have been agreed upon between us, had the 


uſual Method of proceeding i in ſuch Cafes been pur- 
ſued by you, I ſhall ſay nothing more upon the 


Head, eſpecially as this Matter ſeems purpoſely 
choſen to lead me and the Public from conſidering 


that Part of your Conduct that muſt, in its Conſe- 
' quences, molt nearly affect the Inhabitants of this 


Province.“ 
It is in every Reader's Power to confute every Ar- 


Fre this Meſſage from the Materials before him, 


tho' not to account for the Governor's Reaſons for ſo 


unſeaſonably expoſing himſelf. But as we have heard 
one e tis fit we ſhould hear the other; and if 


P 4 they 
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they have been guilty of any Partiality, or failed in 
any Point of Juſtice to themſelves, let him ſupply the 
Detect or correct the Error that finds himſelf a 
fied lo to do. 


The Piece that 3 was their Anſwer. To wit. 


* May it pleaſe the Groton, | 

When we met, in Obedience to the Governor's 
'© Summons, on the 19th of March laſt, we really 
brought with us the ſincereſt Inclinations to promote 
the public Service, by granting the Supplies expect- 
ed by the Crown; and we truſt it will appear to all 
who impartially examine the Proceedings of that 
Seſnon, that we did every Thing in our Power, as 
our Affairs were then circumſtanced ; and conſe- 
quently that the Danger to which chis Country 
ſtood expoſed, and his Majeſty's repeated and affec- 
tionate Calls, had great Weight with us, whatever 
they had with the Governor. 

The Bill we ſent up, for ſtriking the Suns of 
© Twenty-five thouſand Pounds, and giving the ſame to 
the King's Uſe, and for providing a Fund to ſink 
© it, had nothing extraordinary in its Nature, or dif- 
* fering from other Bills heretofore paſſed or preſent- 
ed for like Purpoſes in this Province, excepting that 
c 
c 
0 


„ R$ 


the Sum given was extraordinary, compared with the 
Time propoſed for ſinking it; the Sum for the Ca- 
nada Expedition, in the laſt War, being but Fivs 
thouſand Pounds, to be funk in ten Years, and this 
Sum, tho? ve Times greater, was to be ſunk by the 
« ſame Hund, in the ſame Number of Years. In the 
Bill Five thouſand Pounds of the Sum was appropriat- 
ed: to pay for Proviſions bought and given for the 
© Uſeof the Forces in Virginia, under General Brad- 
oc; Ten thouſand Pounds more was given to buy 
< Proviſions for the New-England Forces under his 
Command, Five thouſand Pounds more was ſubject- 
£ 0 to his Order, and to be a of for the * 8 8 
| 6 1 
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© Service as he ſhould think fit; and the remaining 
Five thouſand Pounds was appropriated for the Sub- 
«© ſiſtence of Indians taking Refuge in this Province, 
Payment of Poſts or Expreſſes, Hire of Carriages, 
Clearing of Roads, and other neceſſary contingent 
Expences for the King's Service, as might be in- 
cumbent on this Government to diſcharge.— Thus 
the wHOLE Twenty-five thouſand Pounds was appro- 
priated to the King's Service; and almoſt all of it 
to the immediate Uſe of General Braddock, or ta 
ſuch Purpoſes as were by him eſpecially recommend- 
ed in his Letters, laid before the Houſe by the Go- 
vernor. The Members of the Houſe, mentioned 
by the Governor, were to have 20 Share in the Di/- 
Po/ition of it; it was diſpoſed of by the Bill, and 
they could only have the Trouble of laying it out 
according to the Appropriation, and keeping the 
Accounts. This is Truth, and well known to the 
Governor, if he peruſed our Bill with any Degree 
of Attention : Yet how differently is it repreſented 
in the Governor's Meſſage! It is called only, A 
« Bill for ſtriking Twenty: five thouſand Pounds 

© which is but a Part of the Title, the Words, and 
for giving the ſame to the King's Uſe,“ being (as 
it would ſeem) carefully omitted, Jeſt they might 
* militate againſt the Aſſertion which immediately 
follows, that, Twenty thouſand Pounds of it was 
© ſubjected to the Diſpoſition of ſome Members of 
* the Houſe, and of the Aſſembly for the Time 
«© being.” Then it is ſaid, It gave General Brad- 

- + dock a Power over no more than Five thuuland 

Pounds, becauſe it gave him a Power to draw for, 
and appropriate as he pleaſed, no more than that Sum, 
c tho? all the Twenty:five thouſand Pounds (except a 
« ſmall. Part for the Support of Indian Refugees, 
< which is likewiſe for the King's Service) was appro- 

. © priated for his, and his Army's Uſe, or Services by 

him required; and we cannot learn that any other 
Colony beſides, hath given, or offered to give, that 

Gentleman a Power over as many Pence. _ 
1 5 Sub- 
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« Subtilty and Dexterity appear in this Manner of d 
« guifing Truths, and changing Appearances, but we 

s ſeein it very little Candor and Ingenuity. | 
In the next Paragraph of the Governor's Meſſage, 

* there are many Aſſertions in which we think we are 


© equaliy miſrepreſented ; we are charged with of- 
gfering Money in a Way, and upon Terms which we 


& knew the Governor could not, conſiſtent with his 


* Puty to the Crown, conſent to.” We really 


thought, and ſtill think, it was inconſiſtent with his 
1 Duty to the Crown to rœuſe it: If we are miſtaken, 
< *tis an Error in Judgment; we have appealed to our 
« oracious King on this Head, and we hope for a fa- 
< vourable Determination. We are charged with 
« trifling with the King's Commands, and refu/ing to 
« give at all,” tho! we have actually given great 


 * Sums in Obedience to thoſe Commands, and earneſt- 


ly endeavoured to give much greater, which the Go- 
© vernor refuſed, unleſs we would give in a Manner 
which we think inconſiſtent with our preſent juſt Li- 
< berties and Privileges, held under the Royal Char- 
ter. We are charged with reſolving to aggran- 


C dize our own Power,and deſtroy that of the Crown :* 


A Charge, as we conceive, utterly groundlefs, and 
© for which we have never given the leaſt Foundation, 
. are charged with a Scheme of Independen- 


„ c.“ We have no ſuch Scheme, nor ever had; 


nor do we, as a Part of the Legiſlature, dere any 
Independency but what the Conſtitution authorizes, 
which gives us a Right to judge for ourſelves and our 
Conftituents, of the Utility and Propriety of Laws, 
or Modes of Laws, about to be made; and does 
not yet, and we confide never will, oblige us'to 
make Laws by Direction. We are charged with 
graſping at the Diſpoſition of all public Money, and 
at the Power of filling all the Offices of Govern- 
ment; a Charge, as we conceive, equally ground- 
leſs and invidious : We have, by Law, a Right to 
diſpoſe of ſome public Money, and we cannot be 


properly ſaid to graſp at what we are in Poſſeſſion 
„ of i 
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of: That Part of the public Money which the Go- 
vernor receives, ariſing by Licences, &c. great as it 
is, he diſpoſes of as he pleaſes, and we have never at- 

' tempted to interfere in it; nor can one Inſtance be 
given of our attempting to fill any Office, which we 

are not by ſome expreſ. Law impowered to fill. 
But the heavieſt Charge of this Paragraph concludes 

* it; the Governor is pleaſed to ſay, When his Ma- 

e jeſty and the Nation are at the Expence of ſending 
* Troops for the Protection of theſe Colonies, you 

© refuſe to furniſh them with Proviſions and neceſſary 

Carriages, tho your Country is full of both; unleſs 
© you can at the ſame Time encroach upon the Rights 
<« of the Crown.” This Charge is really amazing! 

It requires, however, no other Anſwer, than a 

* ſimple Relation of Fact. In the ſame Seſſion, and 

as ſoon as it appeared there was no Hope of obtain- 
ing the Bill for giving Twenty thouſand Pounds to the 

King's Uſe, and many Weeks before the Forces ar- 
rived, we voted and gave Five thouſand Pounds to 
purchaſe Proviſions and other Neceſſaries for thoſe 

s Forces; theſe Proviſions were accordingly bought, 

+ and are ſent to Virginia, being the full Quantity re- 

* quired of us: We have ſince given Ten thouſand 

+ Pounds to purchaſe Proviſions for the Ne- England 

Forces; it was given as ſoon as requeſted, and be- 

fore the Troops were raiſed ; thoſe Proviſions are 
moſt of them actually purchaſed, great Part ſent 
away, and all will probably be at the Place appoint- 
ed before they are wanted. We gave not a Pound 
of Proviſion lefs than was aſked of us, and all the 
Carriages required of us have been furniſhed. - 
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This has been done with the greateſt Readineſs and 
+ Alacrity, and done, we conceive, without the leaſt 
* Encroachment on the Rights of the Crown, unleſs 
5+ borrowing Money on our own Credit” (which we 
thought even every private Man had a Right to do, 
if he had any Credit) be indeed ſuch an Encroach- 
F ment, ee N > 
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Indeed the next Paragraph begins with charging 
© this upon us as a Crime, Tou have, the Governor 
is pleaſed to ſay, by a Vote of your own Houſe, 
<* without the Conſent of the Government, impowered 
« a Committee of your Members to borrow Money 
<<. upon the Credit of the Aſſembly, and to diſpoſe 
< of the ſame to certain Uſes in that Vote mentioned.” 
By this Caution in expreſſing the Ules, a Stranger 
might imagine, that they were wicked, if not trea- 
ſonable Ules and that the Governor, out of mere 
Tenderneſs for his People, forbore to explain them: 
But the Uſes mentioned in the Votes, are, % pur- 
chaſe freſh Victuals, and other Neceſſaries, for the Uſe 
of the King's Troops at their Arrival; and to pur- 
* chaſe and tranſport Proviſions requeſted by the Govern- 
ment of rhe Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to vidtual the Forces 
about to march for ſecuring his Majeſty's Territories. 
Theſe are the Uſes, in the Votes mentioned, and 

the only Uſes; and we can conceive no Reaſon for 
touching them ſo gently by the Name of certain 

Uſes, unleſs the Governor thought, that being more 

explicit on the Uſes, might ſeem to leſſen, in ſome 
Degree, the heinous Crime of borrowing Money on 

our own Credit. i . . 

© The Governor 1s pleaſed to add, ©* You havealſo, 
* by Votes and Reſolves of your own Houle, created 

„Bills, or Notes of Credit, made payable to the Bear- 
cc ers thereof, to the Amount of Fifteen thou/and Pounds, 
* which you have iſſued in Lieu of Money, and they 
cc are now circulating in this Province, without the 
Approbation of the Government.“ This Charge, 
we preſume, will, like the reſt, vaniſh on a little 
Explanation. By the Laws of this Province now in 
Force, and which have received the Royal Aſſent, 
the Diſpoſition of the Intereſt-Money, and Exciſe, 
is veſted in the Aſſembly for the Time being : Out 
of this Revenue the Aſſemblies have, from Time to 
Time, defrayed the Charges of Government. The 
conſtant Method of Payment was always this; when 
: 5 | EE 6 an 
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an Account againſt the Public was allowed, or any 
Expence for public Service agreed to, an Order ĩſ- 
ſued, drawn on the Treaſurer, or Truſtees of the 
Loan-Office, and ſigned by the Speaker, or the 
Clerk, by Order of the Houſe. As theſe Orders 
were generally paid on Sight, they naturally obtain- 
ed ſome Credit, and ſometimes paſſed through ſe- 
veral Hands before Payment was demanded.. —At 
the laſt Settlement of the public Accounts, it ap- 
peared, that a conſiderable Sum of this Intereſt and 
Exciſe- Money, over which the Aſſembly alone had 
a legal Power, ought to be in the Hands of the 
Treaſurer and Truſtees. The Governor himſelf was 


pleaſed to point this Money out to us, to compute 


the Sum, and urge the Houſe to make uſe of it, 


when in January laſt he refuſed their Bill for giving 
Twventy-five thouſand Pounds to the King's Ufe. The 


Houſe alledged, and truly, that the Money was out- 


ſtanding in many Hands, and could not ſuddenly 
be collected, without diſtreſſing and ruining the 
People. However, on the Credit of this Fund, we 
- voted the firſt Five thouſand Pounds for Proviſions, 


and ordered the Money to be borrowed on Intereſt. 
And at the laſt Sitting, when the Governor refufed 
to paſs our Bill for giving Twenty-frve thoujand Pounds 


to the King's Uſe, he may be pleaſed to remember, 


that he ſent us down a Meſſage, in which, after the 
Reaſon given for not paſſing the Bill, there are theſe 
Words; © As this is a Time of imminent Danger, | 


« and the Forces, raiſed and deſtined for the Service 


« of the Colonies, muſt wait the Supplies from this 
„Province, I again intreat you to fall upen /ome other 
« Method of raiſing Money, that we may not loſe this 


happy Opportunity of recovering his Majeſty's 


«© Dominions now invaded by the French King.“ The 


7 
* 


Houſe accordingly fell on this other Method; they 
« gave Ten Thouſand Pounds of the Money in their 
Power to the King's Uſe; they appointed a Com- 
mittee to purchaſe the Proviſions required, and im- 
e chem to draw for the Sum on the Treaſu- 
| 7 | 3 
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© rer or r Truſtees of the. Loan Office, as had been u- 
< ſualz with this only Difference, that as former 
< Draughts were payable on Sight, and therefore bore 
© no Intereſt, theſe being payable in a Year, were to 
bear Intereſt ; and in the mean time the outſtanding, 
Money was ordered to be got in, that the Draughts 
might be punctually diſcharged.  Money'd Men, 
knowing the Goodneſs of the Fund, and confiding in 
the Juſtice and Punctuality of the Aſſembly, which 
has always honourably diſcharged the public Debts, 
have voluntarily furniſned the Committee with Caſh 
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Cheſts to receive in Time the Intereſt. Thus the 
King's Forces have been expeditiouſly ſupplied, the 
2 People have Time to pay off their Debts to the Pub- 
lic, and no one is oppreſſed, diſtreſſed, or injured; 
© nor is any Encroachment made on the Powers of 
Government, or any Thing done that has not been 
uſual, or which the Aſſembly are not by Law im- 
powered to do. Vet this is what the Governor re- 
< preſents as ** creating Bills of Credit, and iſſuing 
them in Lieu of Money, without the Approbation 
« of the Government ;** by which, Perſons unac- 
_ © quainted wich the Fact, might underſtand we had 
© been making Paper-Money, and iſſuing it on Loan, 
© or in ſome other Manner, to produce an Advantage 
to ourſelves, and attempted to make it a legal Ten- 
der without the Governor's Aﬀent, &c. all which 
is mere Miſrepreſentation or Miſapprehenſion, as 
will appear by the Reſolves themſelves, to which we 
beg Leave to refer. After this Explanation of our 
0 Conduct. we believe it will clearly appear, that the 
© Governor's Inſinuation, as if we had uſed Powers 
< dangerous to the Government, is as groundlels as 
it is unkind. | 
© The other Charges, ar” denying the Governor 
« Acceſs to our Journals, and printing the Secretary 
of ' State's Letters,“ having been made and an- 
< ſwered in former Meſſages between the Governor and 
< the Houſe, we think i it unneceſſary to take any fur- 
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ther Notice of them here. But we are ſurprized 
to find, that after having effectually given Hiſicen 
Thoufaid' Pounds, in Proviſions and other Neceſ- 


ſaries for the King's Forces, maintained at ſo great 
an Expence our Indian Allies, eſtabliſhed a conſtant 


regular Poſt through Two Hundred Miles of Coun- 
try, merely for the Service of the Army, and ad- 
vanced a conſiderable Sum to make a long and 


chargeable Road through the Wilderneſs and Moun- 


tains to the Obio, for the Uſe of the King's 
Forces, the whole Expence of which we have en- 
gaged to defray, we ſhould ſtill be flatly told by the 
Governor, That he is convinced, from the whole 


% Tenor of our Behaviour, that we have no Deſign 70 
& contribute any Thing towards the Defence of this 
« Country.” — | 


— 


The Governor is pleaſed further to cenſure us, for 
not deſiring a Conference on the Bill to prevent the 
Importation of Germans, or other Paſſengers, in 


too great Numbers in one Ship or Veſſel, and to 


prevent the Spreading of contagious Diſtempers, 
Sc. We own that it is ſometimes practiſed, when 
the Governor and Aſſembly differ in Judgment con- 
ceraing a Bill, to requeſt. a Conference, if there be 
any Hope by ſuch a Conference to obtain an Agree- 
ment ; but we being, from many Circumſtances at- 
tending the Bill, without ſuch Hope at preſent, 
contented ourſelves with laying before the Gover- 
nor, in a Meſſage, our Reaſons for not agreeing to 


his propoſed Amendments, and ſubmitted thoſe 


Reaſons to his Conſideration ; the Bill may till be 


reſumed, and a Conference entered into at a future 
Seſſion, if there ſhould be any Proſpect of Succeſs. 


Tf our Proceeding was irregular, which we think 


it was not, the Governor may be pleaſed to rememe 
ber, he himſelf ſet us a more irregular Example at 
our laſt Sitting, when we preſented him the Bill for 
granting Twenty-fove Thouſand Pounds to the King's 


Uſe; for he neither propoſed any Amendment, nor 


© deſired 
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+» deſired any Conference, nor would return us our 
Bill (when we expreſly ſent for it to be re- con- 


© ſidered) according to the conſtant Cuftom in this 
Government, but only acquainted us, that, it be- 
<« ing a Bill of a very extraordinary Nature, he would 
ce ſend it Home to the Miniſtry,“ which we hope 
© he has accordingly done, as we believe it will be 
found, however the Governor may have miſappre- 
0 kended it, to have nothing extraordinary in its 
Nature, or inconſiſtent with our Duty to the 
* Crown, or aſſuming more than our juſt Rights and 
£ Privileges. | 

On the whole; ; while - we find the Governor 
transforming our beſt Actions into Crimes, and en- 
deavouring to render the Inhabitants of Penſylvania 
odigus to our gracious Sovereign and his Miniſters, 
to the Britiſh Nation, to all the neighbouring Co- 
lonies, and to the Army that is come to protect us; 
we cannot look upon him as a Friend to this Country. 
We are plain People, unpractiſed in the Sleights 
and Artifices of Controverſy, and have no Joy in 
Diſputation. We wiſh the Governor the ſame Diſ- 
poſition; and when he ſhall, as we hope he will, on 
better Conſideration, alter his Conduct towards us, 
and thereby convince us that he means well to the 
Province, we may then be able to tranſact the Pub- 
lick Buſineſs together with Comfort both to him and 
ourſelves; ; of which till then we have {mall Expec- 
tation.“ | 

Such was the Linda of Liberty, Truth and 
Candor! We feel the force of it! We cannot reſiſt 


Its Authority! And if the Governor had the Mor- 


tification to find they had ordered both his Meſſage 
and their Anſwer to be printed in their Gazettes, he 
had alſo the Pleaſure to find himſelf excuſed for the 
preſent by their Adjourament, from the impoſſible 
Taſk, of IVE, ſuch a EP as the Frefdufe of 
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Perhaps they thought the Abſurdity he had fallen 
into, by charging them with a Reſolution to take Ad- 
vantage of their Country's Danger, to aggrandize and 


render permanent their own Power and Authority, too 


glaring to need any Comment. Perhaps they did not 
think it proper to retort, That the Inhabitants of a 
Colony, ſo remote from the principal Seat of Empire, 
had abundantly more to apprehend from an Exceſs of 
Power in their Governor, than the Governor could 
poſſibly have from a like Exceſs in their Repreſenta- 
tives: The Executive, as before obſerved, being a 


ſingle Principle always in Force, and the Legiſlative 
compoſed of two co- equal Principles, which muſt 


always tally, . or can no otherwiſe operate, than by re- 
ſtraining and controlling the Operations of each other, 
as in the Caſe before us: And, perhaps, they had not 


the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of Juby 2, 
1678, in Sight at that Time: which was as follows : 


WS, 5 ; | 

That all Aids and Supplies granted to his Majeſty 
in Parliament, are the /o/e Gift of the Commons: 
„That all Bills for the granting any ſuch Aids and 


Supplies ought to begin with the Commons: And 


© that it is the undoubted and ſole. Right of the 


Commons to direct, limit and appoint in ſuch Bills, 
the Ends, Purpoſes, Conſiderations, Conditions, 


< Limitations and Qualifications, of ſuch Grants, 


© which ought not to be changed by the Houſe of 


Lords.“ To ſay nothing of certain remarkable 


Proviſions of theirs in the Year 1678 (which, in a 


Courſe of Conferences with the Lords, they adhered 
to) to appoint a Receiver of their own for the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Money then granted for the Pay- 


ment and diſbanding of the Army, and the Payment 
of the ſame into the Chamber of London inſtead of the 
Exchequer. e ee | 
- Their Adjournment was to the Firſt of September; 


but they were aſſembled by ſpecial Summons on the 


* 3th of June; and the firſt Minute on their Books of 
publick Note is, One, to ſpecify the Approbation 


given 
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given by the Lords Juſtices to Governor Thomas's Act 
for granting 50007. out of Bills of Credit for the 
King's Uſe. - The Date of this Approbation is Oc- 
ober 9, 1748: So that it was ſubſequent to the King's 
Injtruftion fo pertinaciouſly inſiſted upon; and hav- 
ing, either by ſome Accident or Neglect been over- 
looked thus long, the Governor, as we have ſeen, 
had in the December before taken the Advantage to 
expreſs himſelf thus hardily to the Aſſembly: Colonel 
© Thomas's Conduct is no Rule to me, nor will mine 
© be for any one that may ſucceed me; and if we may 

© judge from his not tranſmitting that Act to England, 
« we may preſume, that he did not look upon that Par- 

* ticularas the moſt recommendatory Part of his Ad- 
© miniſtration. It is true, he was never cenſured 
© for it; and, indeed, how could he, as the Tranſ- 
action was never made known to his ee or bis 
Miniſters.“ | 

And the next Minute that follows. this concerning 
the ſaid Approbation, notifies, - 

That ſundry Letters from Sir Peter Halket and Co- 
f 108 Dunbar were then read, acknowledging the Re- 
ceipt of certain Preſents from the Houſe to the Offi- 
cers of their reſpective Regiments, of the moſt conſi- 
derate and acceptable Kind, and I Ti banks for 
the ſame. - 155 

The Reaſon of this Sem mens aſſigned by the Go- 

vernor in his Meſſage was to this Effect, That General 
Braddock having begun his March towards Fort Du 
Queſne, had repreſented to him, That, in Caſe he 
ſhould reduce that Fort, bis Intentions were to leave 
a Garriſon, with all the Guns, Stores, Sc. he ſhould 
find in it: That, in Caſe the French ſhould abandon 
and deſtroy the Fortifications, &c. as he had Reaſon 
to apprehend they Would, he ſhould then repair it or 
conſtruct ſome Place of Defence: But that in either 
| Caſe, as the Artillery, Stores, &c. he had with him 
would be abſolutely neceſſary for the Proſecution of 
his Plan, he was determined to leave none of them 


bebing 1 and TY to Fave all bis Wants of that 
3 | Kind, 


well as much Plainneſs; 
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| Kind, as well as Proviſions for his Garriſon, ſupplied 


by the Governments of Virginia, Maryland and Pen- 
Hlvania; and, that he might not be delayed in his 
Operations, thoſe Things might be immediately for- 
warded to him under proper Convoys.* Adding, 


That the ſaid General had lately received ae ons 


which he had communicated to him, that the French, 
together with their Indians, intended, as ſoon as the 
Army was far advanced, to fall upon the Back 


Country; and that, though the General thought it a 


Bravado, he alſo thought it advifeable ro take all 
poſſible Precautions againſt it: That he had called 
them together upon this Application and Intelligence: 
That he recommended it to them to enable him to 
furniſh ſuch of the Things demanded as were proper 
for the Province, and to conduct them to the Places 


where they would be wanted, which could not be well 


done without a ffrong Guard: As alſo by a. Militia, 
or otherwiſe, to protect the ſaid Back Country againſt 
the Incurſions of the Enemy: That, upon the Re- 
ceipt of the General's Letter, he had written to the 
Governors of Virginia and Maryland, to know what 
Shares of thefe Supplies their Governments would 
reſpectively” furniſh : That he needed not inforce the 

Point by any other Arguments, than that Fort BE 
Que ſne was within their Province, and that the great 
Expence the Nation was at on this Occaſion would bg 
thrown away, his Majeſty's Intentions rendered abor- 


tive, and his Arms diſhonoured, if the Countries the 


ſaid General ſhould recover were left in ſuch a naked 
Condition, that the French might take Poſſeſſion of 
them again, as ſoon as the Army ſhould be witharawn, 


. 


A very little Skill in Political Matters would have 
ſhewn thoſe concerned, That there was rather more 
Management concealed under this Speech than was 
ſtrictſy neceſſary, and put them on their Guard ac- 
r „ 

The Aſſembly of Penſytoania had ſome Wiſdom as 
and therefore, by Way of 
2: Pre- 
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3 deſired to have the Letter in their Cuſ- 
tody, which was to be the Ground of their Proceed- 


ings. The Governor heſitated; ſaid it contained 
many Matters not proper to be made public; that it 
would not be ſafe, therefore, unleſs the Houſe would 


eee promiſe him it ſhould not be printed; but, 


owever, he would ſhew it to a Committee, if the Houſe 
would appoint one for that Purpoſe. The Houſe, 
on the other Hand, renewed their Requeſt in Writing, 
alledged that it had always been the Cuſtom, when 
Aſſemblies were called together on Occaſion of Let- 
ters received, to communicate thoſe Letters; that 
giving a Committee a Sight of Letters, on which any 
important Step was to be taken, did not ſeem ſuffi- 


cient; but that the Letters ſhould lie before the 


Houſe to be read as often as neceſſary to the right un- 


derſtanding of the Matters they contained or required; 


that the Governor might ſafely put his Truſt in the 
Prudence- of the Houſ: : : In fine, they would hear 


of no Alternative, ſince the Importance of the Con- 


D 


tents of that Letter had been urged as the Reaſon for 
calling them together at ſo unſeaſonable a Time of the 


Year; and, as they could not take the Letter into 


Conſideration without ſeeing it, they hoped he would 


| not, by ſtarting new Methods. of Proceeding, and en- 


gaging them in trivial Diſputes, any longer obſtruct 


| or delay the publick Service. 


This was done the ſixteenth, The next Day, in- 


ſtead of an Anſwer, the Cavernor ſent them down a 


Brace of new Meſſages. One in the Morning, giv- 
ing them to underſtand, „That the Roads they had 
ordered to be made to the Ohio would be attended 
with a much greater Expence than was at firſt ima- 
gined : That the Money ſent to the Commiſſaries was 
already ſpent: That more was wanting: And, that 
the General, having diſcharged the Soldiers Wives 


out of the Army, with a Stoppage of One Shilling 


Sterling a Week out of their Huſband's Pay for their 
Subſiſtence, it would- become the Compaſſion of the 


Province to lupply what would be farther neceſſary 


4 e 
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for that Purpoſe.” And another in the Afternoon, 


containing more Intelligence, Intelligence he himſelf - 
had now received, and had forwarded to the General :. 
Namely, That ſeveral Bodies of Troops had paſſed 


from Canada over the Lake Ontario in their Way to 
the Ohio, to join the Forces already there: That the 
French were doing their utmoſt to engage the Indians 


on their Side; and, rather than fail, were determined 


to oppole General Braddoct with the whole Force of 
Canada. Containing alſo a Repetition of what in Ef- 
fect he had ſaid before concerning the Back Country; 


heightened with ſome new Apprehenſions, That when 
the Troops were removed, the Enemy might either 


cut off or greatly interrupt their Communication 
with the Province, which might be every Way at- 


tended with fatal Conſequences. And all was made 
Uſe of to authorize a freſh Demand for a Militia-Law 


and a new Demand for a Supply to enable him to build 


Strong- Houſes on the new Road to the Ohio, and to 


maintain ſuch a Number of Men as ſhould be neceſ- 


fary to keep the Communication between the Province 


and the Army open, efcort Proviſions, Stores, c. 

that the General might neither be forced to weaken 
his Army by making Detachments from it, nor ex- 
| Poſe thoſe Detachments to be ſurprized and cut off; 

and that he might occaſionally make Uſe of them as 
Auxiliaries too, in Caſe the Numbers brought againſt 
him ſhould make ſuch a Re-inforcement neceſſary: 
And (after having rung all the Changes that ſuch a 
Medley of Demands and Suggeſtions i in ſuch Hands 


was capable of) making the Province anſwerable, 


as uſual, in Caſe of Non- -Compliance, for all Miſ- 
chiefs, 


On the 978. however, when the Houſe (having 
taken into Confideration, That the 13, 000 J. given 


to the King's Uſe in the preceding April, and paid 
out of the Money i in the Diſpoſition of the Houſe, 
which was almoſt exhauſted, could not anſwer all the 
| Purpoſes intended by the Bill for granting 25,000 J. 
to which the Governor refuſed his Aſſent) had already 
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prepared two Money-Bills, one for ſtriking 10,0007. 
for the Exchange of d{faced Bills, and one of 1 35000. 
more for the King's Uſe, the Governor's Anſwer con- 
cerning General Braddock's Letter came: And therein 
he aſſerted, That the Governor for the Time being 

. had a Right to call the Aſſembly together whenever 
he thought the public Service required it: That his 
Speeches or Meſſages were a ſufficient Foundation for 
them to proceed upon: That they having, by the 
Plenitude of their own Power, not only given their 

Or deis to the Printers to proceed with the Publication 
of the Secretary of State's Letters, in Contradiction to 
his to the contrary, but alſo claimed a Right of doing 
the ſame by any other Papers laid before them, they 
could not be at a Loſs for the Reaſon of his Caution 
on the preſent Occaſian : That he being anſwerable 

ſor every Secret of State that ſhould be communicated _ 

to him for the King's Service, and by the Nature of 
his Station the /e ard only Judge what Letters and 
Papers were -proper to be made public, did expect 
a Promiſe of Secrecy from the Houſe, either verbal 
or otherwiſe, or ſomething tantamount to it; and that 
otherwiſe he ſhould not communicate it. 

And, on the twenty-ſixth following, the Aſſembly 
returned their Anſwer. In the opening of which, 

| having admitted the Governor's Right or Power to 
call them together, they, nevertheleſs, inſiſt on the 
uſual Manner of exerciſing it; that is to ſay, with a 
proper Regard to the Convenience of the Members at 
their Harveſt, and to di/patch, when neceſſarily ſum- 
moned at that or other #nſeaſonable Times, for the 
Sake of keeping up a good Underſtanding between 
the Governor and them. * Bur,* ſaid they, © ſhould + 

our Governors conſider this Power, as a Power of 

bringing us together at a great Expence to the 

Country, merely to ſhew their Abilities in contriving 
© new Modes, or making new Demands upon the Peo- 
ple, to obſtruct the Ends of their Meeting, we ap- 
prehend it will anſwer no valuable Purpoſe.” That 


his . and RO were a ſufficient F nene 
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for them to proceed upon, they alſo admitted to be 
occaſionally true : But then they were of Opinion, on 
the contrary, that when his Writs of Summons were 
founded on Letters or Advices referred to in his ſaid 
Speeches and Meſſages, they had a Right to have the 
original Papers laid before them; and they averred 
this had ever been the Practice in their Province; ſo 

that a different Conduct at that Time could only tend 
to obſtruct the Public Buſineſs before them. If 
Govetnors, they farther intimated, might differ in 
their Modes of conducting - themſelves, according 10 
the different Reaſons for chuſing them or Purpoſes 
to be ſerved by them, it became the People neverthe- 
leſs to be conſiſtent with themſelves at all Times, 
which could never be if they did not make original 
Papers the Rule of their Proceedings The Objection 
drawn from their printing the Secretary of State's 
Leiter, ſo often recurred to by the Governor, though 
ſo fully confuted, they would not allow to be of any 
Weight, unleſs he could ſhew, their Printing it had 
diſcovered any of his Majeſty's Deſigns and Com- 
mands, with Reſpect to the French, not more gene- 
rally known before by his awn M-. flages, the public 
Prints, and the Speeches of other Governors; 
eſpecially as it had been communicated without any 
Caution, and had been printed before this Objection 
of his was known. Anſwerable for every Secret of 
State communicated to him by his Superiors a, ſuch, 
they ſeemed willing to allow: But ſuch as he was en- 
joined to lay before the Aſſembly, they contended, 
were ſo to be laid before them, and they were to be 
reſponſible for the Uſe made of them afterwards. 
And as to his ſole and only Power of judging what Pa- 
pers were fit, and what not, to be laid before the Pub- 
lic, they ſo far diſputed it,. as to except ſuch Papers 
as were neceſſary for their Juſtification, which, they 
preſumed, were ſubject to the Deciſions of their own 
Prudence only, wherein they were allured he Tops 


very fey. Sanger. i. 5. 3 
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I The more trivial this Diſpute may appear, the more 
apparent becomes that Spirit of Perverſeneſs which 
the Proprietaries had let looſe, to keep the Province 
in a perpetual Broil; till, weary of the Conflict, they 
ſhould grow tame by Degrees, and at laſt crouch, like 
the Camel, to take up what Load, and carry it What 
Length of Way, their Drivers pleaſed. 
On the ſaid 21ſt of June, when the Governor's 
litigious Meſſage thus anſwered came down, the Houſe 
ſent up their two Money-Bills with a Meſſage, im- 
potting, That the ſeveral Services, by them enume- 
rated, having almoſt exhauſted their Treaſury, they 
had ſent up a new Bill to give the additional Sum of 
16, 000 J. os thoſe Purpoſes; in which Bill, ſaid they 
(for the Reſt of the Meſſage ſhall be given in their 
own Words) * We have carefully followed the A& 
„ paſſed by Governor Thomas, in 1746, for granting 
Five Thouſand Pounds for the King's Uſe, and the 
<< other Acts e, to our Bills of Credit, confirmed 
by the Crown on the twenty-ninth of O#ober, 1748; 
« from which Acts ſo confirmed, the enacting 
«© Clauſes, fo far as they could be made agreeable to 
< our preſent Circumſtances, have been inſerted in 
de this Bill, that every Objection ariſing from the 
„ Royal Inſtruction to Colonel 7. homas, in 1740, 
might be obviated by a direct Deciſion of the 
* higheſt Authority. And as that Confirmation of 
0 our Acts, which we preſume will have its due 
Weight with our Governor, may be more certainly 
4 known to him than it appears to have hitherto been, 
*© we take the ee of ſending him the Original 
« Confirmation, 
We have only to entreat the Goverabe" would 
* be pleaſed to give this Bill all the Diſpatch in 
* his Power, as our long Sitting at this Time is in 
every Reſpect unſeaſonable, and the Preſence of 
* many of our Members is now abſolutely neceſſary 
F* at their Homes, for the better Security of their 
"6 Harveſts under their. preſent- calamitous Circum- 
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To underſtand what is here meant by the Words 


calamitous Circumſtances, it. is neceſſary the Reader 


ſhould be informed, That Penſylvania having been 


viſited this Year with a ſevere Froſt and Drowth, 
which had obliged the Inhabitants in many Places to 


mow their Wheat, in Order to ſupply the Want of 


Fodder for their Cattle, no longer abounded in Bread- 


Corn, as it uſually does; and very melancholly Ap- 
prehenſions began to be entertained, that the Miſeries 


of Scarcity would be ſuperadded to thoſe of War. 
From the 21ſt to the 25th, nevertheleſs, the Go- 
vernor brooded over the two Bills (viz. the 10,0007. 


Bill for Exchange, and the 15,0007. Bill for the 
King's Uſe) and then ſeat down a Meſſage acknow- | 


ledging, That many of the Bills of Credir were in a 


bad Condition; but requiring to be firſt ſatisfied, 


how much of the Money formerly ſtruck for exchang- 


ing Bills, and of which 3,302/: 6s. 84. was at the laſt 


Settlement remaining in the Hands of the Truſtees, 
was ſtill ſo remaining, before he paſſed that Bill.—He 
was anſwered the ſame Day, That, according to the 


beſt Computation that could be made, the Sum was 


13021. 65. 8d. Before that Anſwer could reach his 


Hands, his Secretary was diſpatched to the Houſe 
with ſuch Amendments to the other, which was the 


principal Bill, as he was, unqueſtionably, precon- 
vinced the aſſembly would never comply with. And 


that this is no uncharitable of unreaſonable Aſſertion, 
is manifeſt from the whole Tenor of his Conduct, 


which was demonſtrably ſuch as would have better 
became a Vrench Governor than an Engliſh one. 


The Aſſembly, however, beſtowed a proper Time 


of Conſideration on thoſe Amendments, and then ac- 


quainted him by Meſſage, That they adhered to their 
Bill in all its Parts; but accompanied this Declaration 
with a Queſtion: Whether he would paſs it into a 


Law as it then ſtood ? To which he anſwered firſt, 
That he would take it into Conſideration ; and final- 


if \ it under his Hand, That he adbered to his 


3 Amend- 
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Amendments; without aſſigning any Reaſons, deſiring 
a Conference, or having Recourſe to any other Expe- 
dient uſual on the like Occaſion. 
The 10,0007. Bill for exchanging torn and de- 
faced Money, met with a better Fate: For after ſome 
Conceſſions on both Sides it was paſſed into a Law; 
and this was almoſt the only Fruit of a Seſſion ſo un- 
ſeaſonably exacted, and introduced with ſuch extraor- 
dinary Demands. 

They then acquainted the Governor by Meſſage, 
That they propoſed to adjourn to the firſt of September 
then next enſuing : And the Governor ſignified in Nor 
ply, That he had no Objection thereto. 

Notwithſtanding which he ſummoned them again to 
meet on the 23d of July; and they met accordingly, 

ve him Notice thereof as uſual, and required a 
| Has of the Writs by which they were ſummoned. 
His Anſwer was not returned till the next Day, and 
then what he ſaid was to this Effect: That he ſhould 
have laid the Bug he had for the Conſideration of 
the Houſe before them the Day preceding, had not 
the ſbocking News he had received, prevented his get- 
ting it ready Time enough; but that the Houſe ſhould _ 
. hear from him that Morning, and alſo have the Copy 

of the Writ as deſired. . 

This Shocking News was the ſtrange, unprecedented, 
ignominious Defeat of General Braddock : And what, 
it poſſible, is more ſhocking ſtill, this Incident, 
Which, though ſo inconſiderable to the V pole, ſtruck 

ſo much Horror through every Part, had no other 
Effect on him, than the Miracles of Maſes had on the 
Heart of Pharaoh. _ 

If the expoſed Condition of the Poing had hoſare 
furniſhed him wich Topicks for Levies of Money and 
Troops, and for placing an unlimited Confidence in 
him their Governor, and his firſt Mevers the Prapri- 
etaries, he now thought it would render his Eloquence 
irreſiſtible: an and at all Hazards roflubred 6 to maln ripe 
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Fear, though moſt an Enfeebler of any of the 
Paſſions, has the ſtrongeſt Dominion over us; and 
while we are ſcarce half of ourſelves, it is not to be 
wondered, that we become the Property of any Body 
elſe. 8 64 | | 
With a Face, and a Voice, and whatever elſe was 
ſuitable for the Practice now to be tried, did the Go- 
vernor now meet the Aſſembly; and having diſ- 
patched his Text (the Defeat of Braddock) inlets than 
fix Lines, came at once to Uſe and Application in the 


Terms following: © This unfortunate and unexpected 


Change in our Affairs will deeply affect every one 
of his Majeſty's Colonies, but none of them in ſo 
< ſenſible a Manner as his Province, which, having 
no Militia, is thereby left expoſed to the cruel 
Incurſions of the French and their barbarous Indians, 
who deligyt in ſhedding human Blood, and who 
make no Diſtinction as to Age or Sex. — as to 
thoſe that are armed againſt them, or ſuch as they 
can ſuprize in their peaceful Habitat ons all 
are alike the Objects of their Cruelty, —-laughter- 
ing the tender Infant and ſrighied Mother with equal 
| Joy and FHierceneſs. To ſuch Enemies, ſpurred on 
by the native Cruelty of their Tempers, encouraged 


© by their late Succeſs, and having now no Army to 


fear, are the Inhabitants of this Province expoled — 
and by ſuch muſt we now expect to be over-run, F 
we do not immediately prepare for our own Defence; 
nor-ought we to content ourſelves with this, but 
reſolve to drive aud confine the French to their own 
juſt Limits.“ f PETS . 
Here the noble Example of the Eaſtern Governments 
{New-England) in forcing the Enemy to keep a due 


Diſtance from their Borders, was recommended and 


inforced : And then returning to his main Point, he 
again expatiated thus: Allow me therefore, Gentle- 
men, to recommend to your moſt ſerious Conſider- 
< ation the preſent State and Condition of your Coun- 
try, the Danger to which the Lives and Properties 
of all thoſe you have undertaken to tepreſeat ſtand 
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expoſed at this critical and melancholy Conjunc- 
ture; and to deſire that you would not, by an i# 
timed Panſimony, by reviving any Matters that have 
been in Diſpute, or from any other Motive, ſuffer 
the People to remain any longer undefended, or the 
Blood of the Innocent to be ſhed by the cruel Hands 
of Savages. There are Men enough in this 
Province to protect it againſt any Force the French 
can bring, and Numbers of them are willing and de- 
firous to defend their Country upon the preſent Oc- 
caſion, but they have neither Arms, Ammunition 
nor Diſcipline, without which it will be impoſſible 
to repel an active Enemy, whoſe Trade is War. — 
II therefore hope, that you will, without 
Delay, grant ſuch Supplies as may enable me not only 
to ſecure the People of this Province, but, by re- 
inforcing and aſſiſting the King's Troops, enable 
them to remove the French from their e En- 
croachments. 

If ſomething very effectual be not done at this 
Time for the Safety and Security of the Province, 
the Enemy, who know how to make the beſt Uſe 
of a Victory, will ſtrengthen themſelves in ſuch a 
Manner, that it will be next to en for us to 
remove them.“ 

In Effect, the Afſembly choſe, for this once, to be 


blind to the artificial Part of his Speech, and to diſ- 
charge their own Duty in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould | 


leave him, even on his own Premiſes, inexcuſable for 


any Failure on his Side. | 
On the very next Day they granted an Aid to the 


Crown of 30, oool.; and though it is plain by this 
that they did not want a Goad, on the next following, 


— — 


when they had the Ways and Means of raiſing this 


Sum under Conſideration, the Governor, by Meſ- | 


ſage, apprized them that Colonel Dunbar, with the 


Remainder of the King's Forces, had reached Fort 


Cumberland; and that, as ſoon as his Circumſtances 
would admit, he intended to continue his March to 


nee ; and that he had laid theſe- Matters be- 


fore 


* 


9 


— — 


— 
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fore them, that they might fall upon Meaſures, as ſoon 
as poſſible, for the Protection of the Weſtern Frontier. 
But this had not the deſired Effect: For the Aſ- 
ſembly in their Reply moſt rationally ſuggeſted, That 
Colonel Dunbar's Forces might be employed on this 

Service; and requeſted the Governor to make Uſe of 
his Inſtances accordingly. This he could not refuſe: 
But the Sequel may ſhew how little deſirous he was of 

having the Province defended by thoſe Forces. 5; 

I be next Day, while the Houſe was debating on the 

MWays and Means, among which one was known to 
be Taxing the Proprietary Eſtate in Proportion with 
others, a pompous Meſſage was ſent down, containing 

an Offer on the Part of the Proprietaries, of 1000 
Acres of Land, Weſt of the Allegheny Mountains, with- 
out Purchaſe Money, and for Fifteen Years clear of 
Quit-Rents, to every Colonel who ſhould ſerve on an 
Expedition from that or the neighbouring Provinces 
againſt the French on the Ohio; 750 to each Lieutenant- 
Colonel and Major; 500 to each Captain; 400 to each 
Lieutenant and Enſign, and 200 to every common 
Soldier: And requiring the Houſe to afford ſome on” 
 fitance to ſuch as ſhould accept the ſame. 

Io make up Weight, a Letter of Intelligence from 
an Indian Trader latel y returned from Canada, whither 
he had fled to avoid bei g apprehended for killing a 
Man, was ſent along with this Meſſage : And, upon 
the Heels of both, a Remonſtrance (not a Petition) | 
was conjured up, from ſundry Inhabitants of the City 
and County of Philadelphia (Emigrants from the fa- 
mous Borough of Totneſ it mult be preſumed) and 

_ preſented to the . Aſſembly; containing a ſubmiſſive 
Conceipt, That 100, oool. was as ſmall a Sum as would 

_ anſwer the preſent Exigency; and ſignifying the Wil- 
lingneſs of the Preſenters to contribute their Propor- 

tion of the ſame, or of a larger Sum if necelary : Not 
to inſiſt on ſundry Petitions from many of the Inhabi- 
tants of Three Townſhips; and Two more from ſundry 
Tnhabitants of the County of Cheſter, who made it their 
Prayer to be furniſhed with Arms and Ammunition for 
Defence of their Houſes and F amilies. 
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The Aſſembly, in the mean Time, with a Degree 


of Compoſure and Steadineſs, which, in a higher Or- 
bir, would be called Dignity and Magnanimity, de- 


Jivered their Sentiments and Purpoſes in one Addreſs 
to the Governor, in the followmg conciſe but weighty 
Terms: viz. © We have dcliberately and ſerioufly 


_ ** conlidered the Governor's Speech of the Twenty- 
fourth Inftant, together with the Letters and Pa- 


& pers he has been pleafed to lay before us, by which 


we find, that the Defeat of the Forces, under the 
<< immediate Command of General Braddock, and the 
4 Retreat of Colonel Dunbar, to Fort Cumberland, 


“are attended with very ſhocking Circumſtances : 
4 Nevertheleſs, it gives us real Satisfaction, under 


«© this unfortunate and unexpected Change in our 


« Affairs, that this Province has ſeaſonably and cheer- 
& fully complied with the Demands of the King's 
« Forces, and that no Part of this unhappy Defeat 
can be laid to our Charge. PD | 1 

We think it our Duty on this Occafton to be 


« neither parſimonious nor tenacious of fuch Matters 
e as have been in Diſpute, and are now under the 


« Conſideration of our Superiors ; but, reſerving to 


3 ourſelves all our juſt Rights, we have reſolved to 


grant Fifty Thouſand Pounds for the King's Uſe, 
& by a Tax on all the real and perſonal Eſtates within 
„ this Province, in which we ſhall proceed with all 
ce poſſible Diſpatch; hoping to meet in the Governor 


the /ame good Diſpoſitions he ſo earneſtly recom- 


* mends to us. | | 
„The Governor's Call of our Houſe at this 
« Time is agtecable to us, as it impowers us to 


« exert ourſelves yet farther in the Service of our 
Country; and the /zke Opportunity given to the 


& Lower Counties, under the Governor's Admini- 


e ſtration, we doubt not will be acceptable to 

„ them, and add their Contribution to the com- 
mon Cauſe, Zefore the Time to which they ſtand 

“ adjourned.” CG FA add, DEE. 5 


And 


. 
2 
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And now a plain, unrefining Reader would think, 
That, the Danger of the Province being ſo grew as the 


Governor had deſcribed i it, and the Diſpoſition of the 
Aſſembly ſo ſincere to provide for its Security, the 
Iſſue of the Seſſion could not but be as happy as the 
Proſpect was promiſing. 

The very Reverſe of this, however, happened to be 
the Caſe. The Aſſembly found the Proprietaries in 
Poſſeſſion of an immenſe Fſtate, in Lands and Quit- 
Rents : This Eſtate was as much endangered as any 
other Eſtate, and was to be defended in common 
with the Reſt : They did not think the Immenſity of 
it gave it any Title to any Exemption of any Kind, 


and they found no ſuch Exemption ſperißed! in any of 


their Charters. 

Proceeding, therefore, by the Rules of Reaſon and 
Equity, as well as Policy, they taxed the whole Land 
alike; and ſubjected the Proprietaries, as Land. holders, 
to a proportional Share of all the Claims and Impoſi- 
tions, which their Deputy would have exempted them 
from as Governors in Chief, and was ſo ſtrenuous for 
impoſing on the People alone: — And this one bitter 


Ingredient was Mors in Olla, Death in the Pot. The 
Burdens laid by the Proprietaries, or by Proprietary 
Power on the Frovince, could. not be r heavy: But 
they themſelves would not charge a Fi inger with the 


leaſt Part of the Weight of them. 
On the fame Day that the Bill was ſent up, it was 


returned with ſuch Amendments, as entirely exone- 


rated the whole Proprietary Eftate ; and the following 


Meſſage was immediately prepared by the Aſſembly, | 


ao e to hs Governor. To wit. | 


May it pleaſe the G overnor, 


»The taxing of the Proprietary Eſtate wth che 
Eſtates of the People of the Province, for their cm- 
* mon Security in this Time of imminent Danger, ſeems 


© to us ſo perfectly equitable and juſt, that we are 
i en the Governor ae Propoſe it as an A- 


5 


* mendment 
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mendment to our Bill x, that the Proprietary Eftate 
be in this Inſtance exempted. | 
As the Occaſion urges, we are extreamly e 
ous to come as ſoon as poſſible to a Concluſion in 
the Buſineſs of this Sitting; and do therefore en- 
treat the Governor would be pleaſed to acquaint us 
explicitly, whether he is reſtricted by the Proprieta- 

ries from paſſing the Bill as it ſtands in that Parti- 
cular, though it were otherwiſe conſiſtent with his 

Judgment, ſince it will only waſte Time to endea- 
vour to convince him of its Reaſonableneſs, if af- 
ter all it will not obtain his Aſſent. 

Or, if it be poſſible that ſuch Exemption of the 
Proprietary Eſtate from its Share in the common 
Expence of Securing the Whole, ſhould appear to 
the Governor a Thing right in itſelf : We would 
then requeſt him to favour us with the Reaſons of 
his Opinion, that we may take them immediately 
into Conſideration ; for till this Matter is explained, 
and underſtood, we think it needleſs to conſider any 
other propoſed Alterations.” 


| To this the Governor the next Day replied. 


a 6K 


„ W- ET Q 


6 G entlemen, 


© In Anſwer to your Meſſage of Yeſterday, you 

will. give me Leave to obſerve, that in the Proprie- 
tary Commiſſion appointing me to this Government, 
there is a Proviſo that nothing therein contained 
ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to give me 

any Power to do or conſent to any Act whereby the 
Eſtate or Property of the Proprietaries may be hurt 
or encumbered: And this Proviſo being contained in 
the Body of the Commiſſion from which I derive. 
the Power of acting as Governor, it is not only the 
HIGHEST Provibition to me, but any Law that I may 


* K K 6 . R B 


5 Paſs e to that Proviſo, 11 imagine, would be 


5'6 void 


be Bille the Tax on all Eſtates real _ perſonal 8 
| Ahe Province, the Proprietary Eſtate not excepted. The Amend- 
ment propoſed was in theſe Words, Dele the Word [not] and 


-* inſert the Word 2 A ſmall, but very ſignificant Alteration ! | 


- © empt from the Payment of Taxes ; on the contrary, 
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void in itſelf Foy want of Power in me to give it 


© aBeingy 


© Bur had I not been thus probibized; 1 hould fill 


© have thought it my Duty, to have excepted the Pro- 


© prietary Eſtate from the Levies propoſed to be made, 


« for the following Reaſons. 


* x, For that all Governors, whether hereditary or 


« otherwiſe; ! Are, from the Nature of their Office, ex- 


? 86 are generally given to them to ſupport 


© the Honour and Dignity of Government, and to 


enable them to do the Duties of their Station. 
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2. For that this Exemption from Taxes ariſing 


from the Nature of Government is enforced by a. 


* poſitive Law in this Province, which exprefly de- 


© clares, that the proper Eſlates of the Proprietaries 
ö ſhall not be liable to Rates or Taxes, 
23. For that the Proprietaries, by their Governor, 


© having conſented to a Law for veſting in the Peo- 
ple the ſole Choice of the Perſons to aſſeſs and lay. 

© Taxes in the ſeveral Counties, without reſerving to 

& themſelves, or their Governor, any Negative, upon 

£ ſuch Choice, and this Conceſſion being made with 


© an expreſs Proviſo, that the Proprietary Eſtates 
t ſhould not be taxed, it will be very unreaſonable 
6 5; t0 empower ſuch Perſons by a Law, without their 

previous Conſent; to tax their Eſtates at Diſcre - 
F tion: 

44. For that it is contrary to the e Prac- 
© tice and Uſage in this and all the Proprietary Go- 
* vernments upon this Continent; ſo far as I have 
© been informed, to lay any Tax upon the Lands or 
: Eſtates of the Proprietaries, exerciſing the Govern- 
ment by themſelves or their Lieutenants. 

For theſe Reaſons principally I made the Amend- 
ments, relating to the Proprietary Eſtate, to your 
© Bill for giving Fifty Thouſand Pounds to the King's 
© 'Uſe, and I hope, Gentlemen, they will be ſuffici- 
< ent to induce you to agree to thoſe Amendments. 
Were the Proprietaries now upon the Spot, I know 


E S Love and Affection for this Ny to be 
1 K * ſuch, 
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_ ©- ſuch, that they would do any Thing in their Power 
for its Preſervation and Safety. But as they are not 
here, I have, on their Behalf, propoſed to give 
Lands Weſt of the Allegheny Mountains, without 
any Purchaſe-Money, and free from the Payment 
of Quitrents for Fifteen Years to come, and then 
not to exceed the common Quitrent in this Province. 
- The particular Quantity . propoſed as an addi- 
tional Encouragement for each Officer and Soldier 
is expreſſed in a Meſſage to you upon that Head.“ 
And the next Day but one the Aſſembly rejoined, 
% That the Intention of the Bill was not to Hurt 
or incumber (it being as little in their Power or Inten- 
tion to Burt or incumber the Eſtates of their Conſtitu- 
ents, as in the Governor's to hurt or incumber the 
Proprietary Eſtate) but to free it from Hurt and In- 
cumbrance; the worſt of Incumbrances, the Neigh- 
bourhood of ſo miſchievous an Enemy, who, as they 


A K M A M & * 


had been repeatedly told by the Governor, had taken 


actual Poſſeſſion of ſome Part, and laid Claim to a 
much greater Part of the Proprietaries Country; they 
could not conceive how the giving a Part to ſave the 
Mbole; and, in the Proprietary's Caſe, not only to 
fave the Whole, but to render it of double or treble 
Value, could properly be called hurting or incumbering 
an Eſtate: That if the Argument had any Force, it 
had the ſame Force in Behalf of the People; and, 
conſequently, he ought in Duty to reject both. Parts 
' of the Bill for the fame Reaſon : Thar, for their Parts, 
happening to think otherwiſe, they had laid the Tax 
as chearfullx on their own Eſtates as on thoſe of their 
Conſtituenl ds. „%% . 01 hut. > 
That the propoſed Grant of Lands, for the En- 
couragement of military Adventurers, Weſt of the Al- 
tegheny. Mountains, without any Purchaſe- Money, 
wausſas abſolutely irreconcileable with the Letter of the 
Proprietary Proviſo in his, the Governor's Commiſ- 
ſton, as his Aſſent to the Tax upon their Eftate could 
ee to be: That if their Love and Affec- 
n for their Country was ſuch, that, if they were 
on the Spot, they would do any Thing in their 5 
—— d or 


es * 
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for its Preſervation ; and if the Governor, preſum- 
ing on that Love and Affection, thought himſelf at 


Liberty to diſpenſe with ſo poſitive a Prohibition, it 
might be aſked, why could he not venture to do the 
ſame in one Inſtance for the ſame Reaſon as in the 
other? And if the Grant of Lands would be valid, 
notwithſtanding ſuch Prohibition, why would not his 
Aſſent to the Bill be the ſame? That this magnified 
Offer had in Reality been propoſed only to make the 
Taxing of the Proprietlary Eſtate appear leſs reaſon- 
able: That it was in Effect an Offer of Amuſement 
only, good Lands not being ſo much as ſpecified ; 
and as good as the beſt there, being to be had in Vir- 


ginia (where Quitrents were But 25. whereas the 
common Quitrents in-Per/y[vania were 45. and 2d. Ster- 


ing) without Purchaſe-Money, and with the ſame 
_ Exemption of that Quitrent for fifteen Years to come: 


So that the Encouragement fo graciouſly offered to 


thoſe Adventurers to recover the Proprietaries Lands 
out of the Hands of the Enemy, was at the Bottom 


no better than a Propoſal to reward them with a Part 


of the Lands they were ſo to recover, at more than 
double the Price demanded in the neighbouring Pro- 


vince, without any of the Riſque they were in the 


preſent Caſe to be expoſed to.“ e BA 
That the Gavernor being veſted by the Royal 


Charter itſelf with all the Powers granted thereby, 


for the good and happy Government of the Province, 


was in full Capacity to paſs the Law in queſtion: 
The Proprietaries having no Authority to reſtrain 


_ thoſe Powers: And all ſuch Reſtraints having been 
already conſidered and declared as null and void.” 
That they did not propoſe to tax the Proprietary as 


Governor, but as a Fullocv- Subject, a Land. bolder and 


Paſſeſſor of an Eſtate in Penſylvania ; an Eſtate; that 
- would be more benefited by a proper Application of 
the Tax than any other Eſtate in the Province: That 
the Proprietary did #07 govern them: That the Pro- 
vince at a large Expence fupported a Lieulenant to 
do that Duty for him 8 Proprietary did go- 
35 1 R 2 : | 
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vern them in Perſon, and had a Support allowed him 
on that Account, they ſhould not have thought it 
Is reaſonable to tan him as a Land. holder for the Se- 
1 curity of his Land: That they, the Repreſentatives 
3 of the People, were alſo allowed Mages for their Ser- 
vice in Aſſembly; and yet the Governor, they inſi- 
nuated, would hardly allow it to be a good Reaſon 
why their Eſtates ſhould therefore be Tax-free ; That 
it was ſcarce to be ſuppoſed the Proprietary could, 
from the Nature of his Office, derive higher Preten- 
- fions than the King himſelf; and yet that the King's 
Tenants were by every Land-Tax A& impowered to 
deduct the ſame out of their Rent; and that the 
King's Receivers were obliged, under ſevere Penal- 
ties, to allow of ſuch Deductions: But that this was 
not the firſt Inſtance by many, in which Proprietors 
and Governors of petty Colonies have aſſumed grea- 
ter Powers, Privileges, Immunities and Prerogatives 
than were ever claimed by their Royal Maſter, on the 
Imperial Throne of all his extenſive Dominions.? 
That the poſitive Law of this Province hinted at 
by the Governor as exempting the Proprietaries Eſtates 
from Taxes, was no other than the Law for raiſing 
County Rates and Levies, which were in the ſame 
Act t appropriated to Purpoſes for which the Proprie- 
taries eould not reaſonably be charged (as Wages to 
Aſſemblymen, Rewards for killin Wolves, Sc.) 
not a general, conſtitutional Law of the Province: 
That by a poſitive Law the People's Repreſentatives 
were to diſpoſe of the People's Money, and yet it 
did not extend eo all Caſes in Government: That, if 
it had, Amendments of another kind, might have 
been expected from the Governor; ſeeing, that, in 
Conſideration of the Purpoſes of the Grant, they had 
allowed him a Share in the Diſpoſition, and that he, 
by his laſt Amendment, propoſed alſo, to have a 
* Share i in the Diſpoſition of the Overplus, if any. ? . 
That they begged Leave toaſk,, Whether, if the 
FA 10 Nr Eſtate was to be taxed: as propoſed; it 
1 would be ee for the Owner rochave A ws: 0 
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in the Choice of Aſſeſſors, Gate chat would give him 


half the Choice, in lieu, perhaps, of a hundredth 
Part of the Tax: That as it was, he had Officers, 
Friends, and other Dependents in every County to vote 
for him, in Number equal to the proportionable Value 
of the Share of the Tax: That if the Proprietary ſhrunk 
at the Injuſtice of being taxed where he had no Choice 


in the Aſſeſſors, they again aſked, with what Face of 


Juſtice he could deſire and inſiſt on having half the 
Power of diſpoſing of the Maney levied, to which he 
would not contribute a Farthing : That there was 
great Impropriety in ſaying the Proprietary Eſtate was 
by this Act to be taxed at Diſcretion, ſeeing the Aſ- 
ſeſſors were to be upon their Oaths or. ſolemn Affir- 
mations, which gave the Proprietary as good Secu- 


rity for Equity and Juſtice as any Subject in the King's | 


Dominions.“ | | 5 | 
That as to the Governor's Plea deduced fromUſage 


and Cuſtom, they alledged, Uſage and Cuſtom againſt 
Reaſon and Juſtice ought to have but little Weight: 
That the Uſage of Exemptions in Caſes where the 


Proprietary Eſtates could not be benefited by a Tax 
was not in Point: That if it was, ſo far as regarded 
the Eſtates of Perſons exerciſing Government by them- 
ſelves or Lieutenant, it could not include the Eſtates 
of Proprietaries who not only did not exerciſe Go- 


vernment by themſelves, but would moreover reſtrain 


their Lieutenants from exerciſing the juſt Powers they 
were veſted with by the Royal Charter.” _ 

And their laſt Paragraph was at once ſo cogent and 
pathetic, that ir ought to 4s given in their own Words, 
which cannot be amended. To wit. „ 

On the whole, we beg the Governor would again 
* calmly and ſeriouſly conſider our Bill, to which End 


we once more ſend it up to him. We know that 
< without his Aſſent the Money cannot be raiſed, nor 


the good Ends ſo earneſtly deſired and expected from 
* it be obtained, and we fear his Reſolution to refuſe 
it. But we entreat him to reflect with what Reluc- 
* range a People born and bred in Freedom, and ac. 
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cuſtomed to equitable Laws, muſt undergo the ; 
Weight of this uncommon Tax, and even ex- 
poſe their Perſons for the Defence of his Eſtate, 
who, by Virtue of his Power only, and without 
even a Colour of Right, ſhould refuſe to bear the 
leaſt Share of the Burthen, though to receive ſo 
great a Benefit! With what Spirit can they exert 
themſelves in his Cauſe, who will not pay the ſmal- 
Teſt Part of their grievous Expences? How odious 
mult it be to a ſenſible manly People, to find him 
who ought to be their Father and Protector, taking 
Advantage of Publick Calamity and Diſtreſs, and 
their Tenderneſs for their bleeding Country, to 
force down their Throats Laws of Impoſition, ab- 
horrent to common Juſtice and common Reaſon! 
Why will the Governor make - himſelf the hateful 
Inſtrument of reducing a free People to the abject 
State of Vaſſalage; of depriving us of thoſe Li- 
berties, which have iven Reputation to our Coun- 
try throughout the World, and drawn Inhabitants 
from the remoteſt Parts of Europe to enjoy them? 
Liberties not only granted us of Fayour, but of 
Right ; Liberties which in Effect we have bought 
and paid for, fince we have not only performed the 
: Conditions on which they were granted, but have 
actually given higher Prices for our Lands on their 
© Account ; ſo that the Proprietary Family have been 
6 doubly paid for them, in the Value of the Lands, 
* and in the Increaſe of Rents with Increaſe of Peo- 
ple. Let not our Affestions be torn in this Man- 
ner from a Family we have long loved and honour- 

ed! Let that novel Doctrine, hatched by their miſ- 
e taken Friends, . That Privileges granted to pro- 
| * mote the Settlement of a Country, are to be abridg- 
85 ede when _ the Settlement is band, iniquitous 
© as it is, be deteſted as it deſerves, and baniſhed 
0 from. all our publick Councils! And let the Har- 
5 mony, To eſſential xo the Welfare of both Governors 
* and Governed, be once again reſtored; ſince it can 
755 never ths ä to our Affairs than M their 


« Dee V . 
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preſent 
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© preſent melancholy Situation! — We hope the Go- 
vernor will excuſe ſome Appearance of Warmth, 
in a Cauſe of all others in the World the moſt in- 
tereſting ; and believe us to be, with all poſſible 
Reſpect and Duty to the Proprietary Family and to 
himſelf, his and their ſincere Friends and Well-. 


wiſhers.*? 


The Sende on the other Hand, to find: them 
Employment while he had this puzzling Paper under 


his Conſideration, called upon them again in his Ma- 
Jeſty's Name, like any Conſtable, to put the Province 
into a Poſture of Defence by eſtabliſhing a Militia, ſo 
as that a due Regard might be had to ſcrupulous 
Coniciences ; and demanded an explicit Anſwer. 

This was done Auguſt , being Saturday: On the 


Monday following, he gave them to underſtand by 


another Meſſage, that being quite uncertain, what 
Effect his Letters to Colonel Dunbar with Regard to 
the Poſting his Troops on the Weſtern Frontiers, 
would have: having alſo been required by him to 
provide Quarters for his Troops, and having upon 
Application to the Mayor and Corporation of Phila- 
delphia to provide Quarters for them accordingly, 
been told, that they Knew of no Law to authorize 
them for ſo doing, a Law would be neceſſary for that 
Purpoſe, and recommended it to them to prepare one, 
thoſe Troops being then upon their March into the 
Province, whether they were to remain there or not; 
And on the Morrow he plyed them with another 
Teazer; which, together with the Aſſembly's An- 
ſwer of the ſame Day, and his Rejoinder of the 16th, 


ſhall be given in the reſpective TO they were ede | 


livered. 


Gentlemen, 

I am impurtuned by the Tafians, to let them Vos 
what it is this Government has ro impart to them, 
© If they can be made hearty for us, they may pre- 
6 vent a great Deal of Miſchief, e gage other Indi ms 
in our Fayour, and be prepared for any other 
viee that we may Ane proper to employ them in. 


R 4 6 nt 


OT — —ä—ẽ—— Z — — —ͤ — = = LF \ = -- FINE * —— — 


4 . 
rs: ws Ste” ng . * 
—— — n £ A SIE 2 — > — 2 
x * 3 4 n 3 . j n — S — => a 
— — — ar UII Am ep n — 2 * *** . 3 3 F ä 

— 5 — 4 — 4 — — — —— — 

— Wes 
——— 2 RR =_— 


— — INE 
rer 
—— — — 


—— — — —— 2 


* 


— —— 


} 
. 
„ 
i 
% 
: 
N 
0 
7 
| 
1. 
j F 
p 


— 8 
os 


R R -G KA 6 


£ 
6 
c 
4 
0 
* 
0 
0 
. 
0 
6 
c 
— 
= 
< 
« 
c 
6 
c 
< 
( 
c 
& 
6 
4 
— 


248 An Hiſtorical REVIEW, irs 


1 To do this, wiil require great Skill, and an open 
Hand, for Preſents they certainly expect, and will 


not at this Time be ſatisfied with ſmall ones. 
© The Owendaets came on our Irvitation, and ſuch 


Terms muſt therefore be offered them as will effec- 
tually engage their Friendſhip : The Matter cannot 


Affairs.“ 


now be minced neither with them nor the other Na- 
tions. You will therefore pleaſe to conſider this 
Matter well, and give me your Sentiments and 
Counſel in this nice and critical Situation of our 


The Aſſembly's Ale | 
May it pleaſe 1 the Governor, 


The Secretary, by a verbal Meſſage from the Go- — 


vernor on the Twentieth of December laſt, acquaint- 
ed the Houſe, * that Scaroyady's Son- in-Law was 
charged with a Meſſage from the Owengaets, to en- 
quire what their Brethren the Engliſb deſigned to do 
in Regard to the late Encroachments of the French; 

and having heard ſince he came to Town that che 
King of England intended to ſend over a Number 
of Troops to aſſiſt in repelling thoſe Invaders, he 
was willing, if the Governor thought proper, to 
return to his Nation, and acquaint them with the 
Joyful News: The Governor therefore deſired the 
Opinion of the Houſe whether it would be moſt 
adviſeable for Scaroyaday's Son-in-Law to return 
now to the Ohio, or go to Onondago with Scaroya- 
dy.” . Whereupon the Houſe gave for Anſwer, 
that it was their Opinion that it would be moſt 
proper for Scaroyady's Son-in-Law to return to the 
' Ohio as ſoon as conveniently he could. This is all 


the Part our Houſe have had in Relation to the 


Owendaets; neither did we Eno of the leaſt Inten- 
tion of inviting them, or any others; ſo that as 
they are now come down without our Knowledge 
or Requeſt. entirely upon the Governor's Invita- 


tion, it is ſome Surprize to us to find the Indians 
* ſhould have Reaſon to ee him, or that be 
| uld 


* tho 


7 
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t ſhould be at any Loſs to know what it is be has to 
« impart to them on this Occaſion. | 
Our Conduct towards the Indians in our - Alliance 
has been always candid, and free from any Subter- 
c fuge whatever, ſo that we do not underſtand what 
© the Governor would mean by telling us ©. that the 
Matter cannot be now minced, neither with them 
te nor the other Nations.” And we are wa or ve 
a Loſs to conceive why they ſhould expect 
* Preſents from as who are wholly ignorant o ths 
Intention of their coming. 
The Governor has been pleaſed to refuſe his Aſ- 
« ſent to our Bills which had provided for Indian and 
other Expences, and as our Treaſury is exhauſted 
by the very heavy Charges for the King's Service, 
theſe Indians are come among us at a very unfortu- 
nate Time, when it is not in our Power to ſupply 
them in the Manner we are inclined to do; however 
we will do all that can be reaſonably expected from 
us, and muſt leave the reſt to be ſupplied by the 
Proprietaries, whoſe Intereſt is at leaſt as much con- 
©" cerned as ours in engaging the Aﬀections of the 
Indians at this Time.“ 


„ K „ „ „* 


R R „ 


The Governor $ Rejoinder. 
6 Gentlemen, | 


If my Meſſage gave you Room to think that the 

* Owendaets came here on a particular Invitation of 
mine, at this Time, I have led you into a Miſtake. 

They ſet out from their Country as they have in- 

formed me on the Plan, ſet forth in the Minutes of 
Council of the Twentieth and Twenty-fourth of 
December laſt, which were laid before you. | 
The other Iudians, at their Requeſt, accompa- 
nied them hither as they were Strangers ; and Sca- 
royady ſays, he has ſome particular Buſineſs to tranſ- 
act with this Government. I have in the Name 
of the Province given Thanks to the Owendaets for 
this kind Viſit, and to thoſe of the Six Nations that 
were with our my in ay late Action; aſſured 


„ them 
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them all. of the Affections of the Engli recom- 
* mended to them to continue firm in their Attach- 
ment to us; and given them Room to expect ſome 
»Preſents as a Token of our Regard. 
2 As the Treaſury is exhauſted, I can only ſay, 

* that I will readily paſs a Bill for firiking any Sum 
in Paper Money the preſent Exigency may require; 
provided Funds are ee tor taking the ſame 
+ in five Years. 

The Secretary will communicate to you whit 
* was ſaid to the Indians Yeſterday, and I ſhall lay 
© before. you what may further paſs between us, and 
earneſtly recommend it to you'to enable me to fend 
« theſe People away perfectly ſatisfied.” 

In this Interval alſo, the Governor in another written 
Meſſage did his utmoſt to refute the Arguments urged 
by the Aſſembly, to juſtify their Claim to tax the 
Proprietary Eſtate: But as the Paper is long, and 
the Aſſembly's Anſwer to it much longer: As the 
Diſpute was again and again revived, and a thouſand 
Ways diverſified ; as the Data already before us afford 
ſufficient Grounds for a fair Deciſion: And as it would 
require the Phlegm of a German to wade through all 
the Minuteneſſes of it; all theſe Pieces may be col- 
lected in an Appendix, for the Sake of thoſe ſo fond 
of Preciſion, that they cannot be ſatisfyed unleſs they 
ſee the Whole of a Controverſy together. 
The Aſſembly, however, on the very Day that 

they received tie Governor's Paper prepared him to 
expect a full, and as they hoped, a ſatisfactory An- 
ſwer; and in order, that the public Buſineſs, of the 
greateſt Importance, might not any longer be delayed 
by ſuch Diſputes, took Leave to acquaint him, “e That 

the Bill they had ſent up to him was a Money- Bill, 
granting Fifty Thouſand Pounds to the King's Uſe, 
which they ſaw no Reaſon to alter: That they, 
therefore, adhered to their Bill, and defired' the Go- 
vernor would be pleaſed to give his final Anſwer, 
Whether he would 5 75 8 5 or oh, as it then 


n 72 
And 
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And upon the next, the Governor ſignified in Wri- 


ting, to the Aſſembly, That having amended the 


Bill for raiſing 50,000/. and not being YET ſatisfied. 


that it was in his Power or conſiſtent with his Truſt 


to paſs it without ' thoſe Amendments, whatever he 
might be when he ſhould hear what they propoſed to jay | 


to him upon that Head, he thought it neceſſary, in 
| Anſwer to their Meſſage of the Day before to inform 
them, that he did adhere to the Amendments to the 
Bill fo by him made.” 


This Meſſage was, alſo, accompanied by Fg ea E 


in which the Governor ſpecifies, © That he had re- 
ceived a Letter from Col. Dunbar in Anſwer to the 


Propoſition he had made to him fat the Inſtance of 
the Aſſembly ſhould have been acknowledged] for 


ſting PazT of his Troops on the Metern Frontier, 
ſignifying, That he was willing to employ them in 
the beſt Manner he could, for the Honour of his 
Maſter and the Service of the Public, and incloſing the 
Opinion of a Council of War, by which he, the Go- 


vernor, was deſired to give them a Meeting at Ship-. 


penſburg, where they would wait till he could join 
them: And that he ſhould readily have gone thither 
for that Purpoſe, had he not received another Letter 
from Governor Shirley, (in anſwer to one of his, requeſt- 
ing Orders for employing the Remainder of the two 


Engliſh Regiments in protecting the Frontiers of that 


and the neighbouring Provinces) in which he ſaid, 
he /hought it for his Majeſty's Service to employ thoſe 
Troops another Way, as thoſe Provinces were popu- 


lous enough to protect themſelves; and therefore had 


ſent Orders to Col. Dunbar under Cover to him, ta 


march his Troops to that City; which he had fal- 
ready] forwarded to him. And that as the March of 


theſe Troops would leave the e Frontier ex- 


poſed to the French and Indiuns, he thought it his 
12555 to communicate thoſe Matters to them, that 
they might, as ſoon as poſſible, make Proviſion for 
the Security of the Back Inhabitants, and for the Sub- 


ſiſtence of the . _ their March through 
SUE.” the 


"a 
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the Province, which might prevent great Mi/chiefs to 


the People inhabiting near the Road from Sbippenſburg 


0 Philadelpbia.” 


So that the March of out own Troops is here dif- 
courſed of in ſuch Language as renders it doubtful 
for a Moment, whether, he is not ſpeaking of the 
Enemy.—Governor Shirley's Thoughts are immediately 
received as Laws; Governor Morris has not a Thought 


to ſuggeſt to the contrary : It was for the King's Her- 
vice to leave a Province, actually invaded, as the laſt 


of theſe Governors had over and over again aſſerted 
to the Aſſembly, expoſed to the Ravages of the Ene- 
my: And, though Proviſion had been at firſt made 
For having four Regiments to carry on the War in 


theſe Provinces, theſe Provinces were now all at once 
Fuppoſed'to-be in a Condition to cover themſelves, 


though fome of them had not yet armed a Man, or 
beat a Drum. : 


Out of all which, ſuch a Tawbla of dan ts 


ter each other, and ſuch a Variety of Doubts and 
Suſpicions ariſes, that one cannot help wondering, 


that the Aſſembly did not call for theſe ſeveral Let- 


ters, and from the Evidence of their own Eyes, and 
their own Underſtandings, form ſuch a Remonſtrance, 
as would have diſplayed the whole State of Things in 
its proper Colours. Df, Td 
In this one Inſtance, therefore, it may be not ir- 
rationally ſuppoſed, that their uſual Sagacity failed 


them : And this Failure was no ſooner diſcovered, 


than the Governor came upon them with another 


Meſſage importing, That his Secretary would lay 


before them the Copies of ſundry Petitions which 
had been preſented to him from ſeveral Parts of the 
Province, repreſenting their naked and defenceleſs 
Condition, and praying to be enabled to defend them- 
ſclves, which they were ſenſible was not in his Power 
to comply with: That he would alſo lay before them 
a Letter from one John Harris, giving an Account of 


a large Party of Indians actually fer out from the 


French Fort with a Deſign to fall upon and deftrgy 


the 


them to take immediate Thought about it, as the 


ing him, That he had wrote to Col. Dunbar, That it 
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the Inhabitants of this and the neighbouring Provin- 
ces: That they had this Piece of Intelligence as he 
had received it; that they would form their own 
Judgments upon it; that for his Part he thought it 
probable; and that therefore, he recommended it to 
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Conſequence would be very terrible to the Inhabitants, | 
if the Account ſhould prove true, and it could do 
them no Injury to be upon their Guard if it ſhould 
prove fal, 
This was dated the 1 tha The 16th he Aer 8 

gave them to underſtand, © That he found, by an 
Extract of a Letter from Governof Laurence (of N- 
24 Scotia) to Lieutenant Governor Phipps (of N- 
England) ſeat by Governor De Lancey (of Neu York) 
to him, That the French at Louiſburgb were in ſuch 
Diſtreſs for want of Proviſions, that if a Supply could 
be prevented, they might be reduced to a Neceſſity 
of giving it up to us; and that, therefore, he recom- 
mended it to-them-to.7hink of ſome proper Law, that 
their being ſupptied from PO might be more 
effectually prevented.“ 
And on the 19th he again notified, t That he had 
received Letters: by Expreſs from Governor Shirley, 
{which however he did not communicate] acquaint- 
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appeared clear to him (Sh:rley) as there would be 
four Months of good Weather before the Winter ſet 
in, That, with the Number of Forces the Colonel 
then had, and the Aſſiſtances he might have from 
Penſylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, he might yet 
have it in his Power, to retrieve the Loſs ſuſtained in 
the late Defeat, by proceeding to Fort Dugueſue, and 
had ſent him Orders for that Purpoſe : And that in 
Addition to chis, he had ſaid to him, that it would 
depend on thoſe ſeveral Provinces to aſſiſt Colonel 
Dunbar with Reinforcements, Proviſi ons, Ammunition, __ 
Artillery, Ordinance Stores, Carriages, Horſes, and all 
ol ber Things to fit him out for his March, Cc. And 

: char he had corote to the lame Effect to Governor Din- 
fi es *  Widaie 
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 widdie and Governor Sharpe, whoſe Aſſiſtance, with 
that of Penſylvania, he entirely relied upon at that ex- 
eee Criſis: That he muſt therefore recommend 
it to them, to enable him to do the ſeveral Things 
ſo expected of them, to take the Matter into imme- 
diate Conſideration, and give him their Anſwer there- 
to, that he might ſend it forward to Col. Dunbar, and 
| the ſaid Governors of Maryland and Virginia, whoſe 
op Meaſures would, in a great Meaſure depend on what, 
| 2 he ſhould be enabled to do.” | 
Ki Now General Shirley himſelf, in the State of his 
| 2 Conduct, which he has lately laid before the Pub- 
1 lie, ſays, 1ſt, That Col: Dunbar did not receive any 
| 1 Orders whatever from him till about the Middle of 
lf  Avguſt, about which Time, he had advanced far in 
Huis March to Philadelphia: And 2dly, That the Or- 
f ders he then ſent him, were to march his Troops to 
| Albany, there to be ready to aſſiſt either in the Expe- 
dition againſt Niagara or Crown-Point as his Majeſty's 
BY Service Thould require, or at leaft cover the Count 
| in caſe Major General Johnſon ſhould: be defeated by 
BY the French, &c. nor does he mention one Word of 
| the Afitances he ory or had required of the ſaid 
. Provinces. - 
| The General, nevertheleſs, might poſtbly have 
| ent ſuch Orders ſubſequent. 
The Aſſembly did not, however, ſtart any 8 Seruple 
on this Head; but, as before, took all upon Con- 
tent; and dehaved in every Reſpect, as if they were 
altogether as ſollicitous to tax eee as their . 
| IIs. SR” | 
Too render i andenieble, an aden of avvery | 
angular Kind is now to be brought forward. Certain | 
Gentlemen of Philadelphia, not of the Aſſembly, ro | 
the Number of Twenty, ſubſcribed in various Propor- 
tions, the Sum of / 502: 108. and made a Ten- 
der af it to the Houſe wich the e Propoſal. 
To wit. 0 | 
BE „e We the Subſcribers obſerve; with great Coneern, 
| „ e the Governor and PRONE differ in . 
Fu 8 8 in 
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in reſpect to the Taxing the Proprietaries Eſtate: 
And leſt by ſuch Difference in Opinion the Bill for 
raiſing Fifty Thouſand Pounds for his n s Ser- 

vice {ould not take Effect, 


A A 6 A 


And as the Aſſembly, in their Meſſage 1 to the = 


vernor, ſeem to be of Opinion, that were the Pro- 
© prietaries Lands to be taxed, the Sum would not ex- 
* ceed Five Hundred Pounds *, . 

We, rather than the leaſt Check ſhould be given 
© to his Majeſty's Service at this Time of imminent 
© Danger, by a Matter ſo very trifling, do hereby pro- 
miſe and engage to pay Five Hundred Pounds, Money 

of Pen/ylvania, into the public Stock, for the King's 
* Uſe, in Lieu of what the Proprietaries would pay 


o 
as their Part of the Fifty 2. Bouſand Pounds, were their 
„ 


Lands to be taxed. 


And as we declare the Abſence af the Honourws | 


ble the Proprietaries to be our Motive for making this 
Propoſal, being well aſſured, that were they preſent 


0 
of 
dit would have been alrogether unneceſſary ; and we 
(4 
[4 


doubt not but they will honourably _— every 
Subſcriber of this Expence.” 

The Houſe, taking it into Conſideration, Reſolved, 
That ſuch a Propoſal to this Houle is improper, as 
this Houſe is deſtitute of the neceſſary: Information 
to aſſeſs any Eſtate duly, and neither can nor ought 


poſed, or at any other Sum whatever; and as, in 
caſe the Subſcribers ſhould negle& or. refuſe to pay 
the Sum ſubſcribed, it would not bein the Power of 
this Houle, not being a Body incorporate, to ſue 
them for the ſame. But as the Houſe preſumes 
that the ſaid Propoſal may have aroſe from the Sub- 
ſeribers Judgment of the Equity of taxing the Pro- 
Prietaries Eſtate equally with all others in this. Pro- 
Eines for e 2-92, para 8 "Thar the 
„ i 
4 Dhichiboiever was 4 as e FR on Sos Words 
by an the Aſſembly by theſe Friends:of dehnt; and it appears 
& afterwards paſſed, that Spent: and. not 500 /. was look- 


| pon and acc 5 a5 an N alent forche Proprietaries 'of a 
else, Tax. 
. 6 ſaid 
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to aſſeſs the Proprietaries Eſtate at the Sum pro- 
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© ſaid Propoſal be ſent up to the Governor as a fur- 
t © ther Security to him, incaſe he ſhould give his Aſ- 
LS ( ſent to. the Bill for raiſing $0,000 J. for the King's 
Hu, ll LE Eo 


And having on the igth, prepared a ſuitable Meſ- 
PT 6, ſage, ſent it up together with their Bill, to the Go- 
5; vernor, under a ſtrong Expreſſion of Hope, Thar; 
b with this farther Security he would chearfully give his 
\ BW | . Aﬀent to it. 1 e Ee: 
[At the ſame Time, alſo, in a ſeparate Meſſage, 
| - They farther apprized him, That they had taken bis 
VVMleſſage concerning Governor. Shirley's Orders into 
[. . Conſideration; and that it was their Opinion, his 


* 
. 


Il. 4 giving Aſſent to their Bill, which they earneſtly re- 
ll gqiueſted of him, would enable him to do every Thing, 
| which could be reaſonably expected from them.“ 

i# * And that he might not ſerve any inſidious Purpoſe 


by his Meſſage concerning Louiſburgb, they ſent him 
the following Anſwer, in which they at once corrected 
his State of the Fact by inſerting the very Words of 

Governor Lawrence's Letter, and left him to anſwer 


* 
* 
* 


y 9 7 
N 
* | : . 


| for his Deviation, 
3 ay it pleaſe the Governor, e 
⸗J _ © We have conſidered the Governor's Meſſage of 
_Y% < the 16th Inſtant, with the Extract from Governor 


s Lawrence's Letter to Governor Phips, in which it 
is obſerved, © That if the excellent Laws prohibiting 
« the Tranſportation of Proviſions to Louiſburg con- 
*“ tinue in Force for two Months longer, there is a 
% Probability that the Governor of that Place will 
<6. be obliged to preſent the Keys of the Garriſon to 
Mr. Baſcawen. And our Goyernor is pleaſed to 
recommend it to us, to 2hink of ſome proper Law 
+. ©. that may moſt fectually prevent their being ſup- 
plwied from this Province But as an Act paſſed thus 
© 38. « Houſe, and received the Governor's Aſſent, at our 
laſt Sitting. intituled, . Ar 


M5 


Act to continue an 


Act, intituled, An Act to prevent the Exportation 
3 i 37 8 . : Y ©. 3 ; * 7 ? ? N N a; 
* 1 3 Ss 1 1. * * 72 IT a : $2, $4 * ; 8 5 1 , 5 4 5 r 4 þ 2 L., £ 12 4 1 18 g 4 7, * 1 8 5 1 ? : 
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« of Proviſions, naval or warlike Stores, from this Pro- 
« yince to Cape- Breton, or to any other Dominions of 
cc the French King, or Places at preſent in Poſſeſſion 
* of any of his Subjects,“ by which the Act continu» | 
c ed will be in Force at leaſt ten Months to come, and 
c has been, as far as we know, effectual for the Pur- 
© poſes intended; and as the Governor has not pointed 
© out to us any Defe# in that Act, nor has any oc- 
© curred to us, we cannot at preſent hinł what Law 
can be made more effectually to prevent that Place 
being ſupplied with Proviſions, Sc. from this Pro- 
an 150 | | | 


And now the Period was come, when all capable 
of Conviction, - were to be convinced, That, tho' the 
Governor had laboured hard to eſtabliſh a Belief, that 
the uncomplying Diſpoſition of the Aſſembly was the 

only Obſtacle to the Current of public Buſineſs, the 
_ contrary was the Matter of Fact; and that having ob- 

ſerved Obſtinacy on his Side never failed to produce 
- ſome Conceſſion on theirs, he had come to a Reſolu- 
tion, to proceed. in the ſame Courſe of Exaction, till 
nothing required of him by his 1»ſtru#ions was left 
unpertormed ; that is to ſay, till the Aſſembly had 
nothing left to part with, 

The Shadow of a Royal Inſtruction, fo long and fo 
often played. before their Eyes, was now out of the 
Queſtion : The Governor ſays the Province is aFually 
invaded; that a victorious Enemy is on the Point of 
ravaging it with Fire and Sword: The King's Troops 
after having been ſo many Ways gratified and aſſiſted, 
are recalled: They are told they are to provide for 


their own Defence: They offer 50,000 J. to be laid *' 


out for that Purpoſe : The Proprietary Eſtate becomes 
liable to a Demand, computed by his Friends at about 
zoo! : Even that 500 J. is offered on the Behalf of 
the Proprietaries by a few private Individuals, as an 
Expedient to remove that only Difficulty out of the 


Way: And the Governor refuſes it. 80 that, if 


there was any Truth in the Governor's repeated Aſ- 


* 
S , 
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ſertions, the Safety of the Province, the Intereſt of 
the Public, and the Honour of the Britiſh Crown, 
were to be alike expoſed and endangered, together 

with the Proprielary Eſtate, ſo impertinently and im- 

providently put into the Scale againſt all the Reſt. 

To ſay all at once, his Anſwer to the laſt Propoſi. 


tion as verbally delivered to the Houſe by his Secre- 2 


ary, was In theſe Words, viz. 


„5 

$ The Gt having by Meſſage of the rith 

© Inſtant informed you, That he did not think it con- 
© ſiſtent with his Power or Truſt to paſs the Bill for 
< raiſing Fifty Thouſand Pounds, without the Amend- 
© ments he had made to it, and that he adhered to 
* thoſe Amendments z is ſurprized at your Meſſage of 
this Day, to which he can only ſay, That he thinks 
it his Duty to adbere STILL to the Amendments he 
8 made to that Bill.” | 


On che ſame Day, alſo, 5 another Meſſage he put 


them in mind of his former Requiſitions concerning 


a Militia, and demanded a plain and categorical An- 
ſwer, Whether they would, or would not eſtabliſh 
one, Thar his Majeſty and his Miniſters might be 
informed, whether, at this Time of Danger, the Pro- 
vince of 'Penſyloania was to be put into a Poſture of 
Defence or not ?*? 
This convinced the Houſe, that all Expedient was 
at an End; and that all the Governor aimed at was 
to bewilder them if poſſible in another Maze of Con- 
troverſy.— To diſcharge themſelves, therefore, of e- 


very Branch of Duty, as far as they were permitted to 


do it with any Conſiſtencyoto themſelves, and Regard 


to the Fundamentals of their Conſtitution; they firſt 


took into Conſideration the ſeveral Petitions of the 
Frontier Towns, for Arms, &c. and Reſolved, That 
a Sum, not exceeding 10004. if fo much remained | 
"in the Treaſury at the Diſpolition of the Houſe by the 


"mobs in ICs, ſhould be * into the _ of a 
| | om- 


t 
a 


Committee of the Houſe then named, to be by them 


diſpoſed. of, with the Concurrence of the Governor for 
the Time being, as ſhould appear neceſſary. 


Proceeding then to the Governor's verbal Meſſage 5 


concerning their Money-Bill; they agreed to return 
an Anſwer to this Effect: viz. © That he, having in 
his former Anſwer ſignified, that he was not yet ſa- 


tisfied, &c. whatever he might be, when he heard 


what they had farther to ſay, which argued a Suſpen- 
ſion of his Determination, and they having /nce ſent 
him a long Meſſage containing the Reaſons of their 
Procedure, they could not but be ſurprized at his 


Surprize, more eſpecially as he had not even then re- 


turned their Bill: That as to his Propoſal for ſtriking 


any Sum in Paper-Money the preſent Exigency might 


require, provided Funds were eſtabliſhed for ſinking _ 


the ſame in Five Years, they had no Funds equal to ſo 
great a Sum without the Aſſiſtance of an equitable 


Tax, to which the Governor would always have his 


Objections in favour of the Proprietary-Eſtate : That 


as this Propoſal might lead them back. into thoſe Diſ- 


putes, which by the Form of this Bill, agreeable to 
the Governor's Advice in his Speech at the Opening 


of the Seſſion, they had ſtudied to avoid, they ſhould - 


be farther ſurprized to receive it from him, could. they 
find the /eaſt Reaſon to think he was fincerely deſirous 
of having any Thing done for the Defence of the 


Province: And that being now convinced, no farther 


Benefit could ariſe from their longer Sitting, and being 


to meet of Courſe in a few Weeks to ſettle the Ac⸗ 


counts of the Year, they took leave to acquaint him 
of their Purpoſe to adjourn to the 15th of Septem- 
ber enſuing, in caſe he had no Objection to that 


Laftly, by the ſame Members, that were appointed | 


to carry up this Meſſage to the Governor, they alſo 
ſent another concerning a Militia, in which having 
enumerated his ſeveral Meſſages in relation to the De- 
Fence and Safety of the Tu nce, they. wave the Poi 


int 
by 
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by ſaying, * That the Elections throughout the Pro- 


vince being near at hand, they chofe to refer that 
Point to a future Aſſembly, and then proceed as fol- 


lows, But as we find by the Governor's Reſult 


upon our Bill for granting Fifty Theuſand Pounds for 
the King's Uſe, he cannot think it conſiſtent with 
the Truſt repoſed in him by the Proprietaries to paſs 


no good Purpoſe to waſte our Time in preparing 
Bills for his Aſſent, in which, for the common Se- 
curity and Defence of the Province, we apprehend 
it would be a high Breach of the Truſt repoſed in 
us to exclude the Proprietaries Eſtate from bearing 
any Part of the Burthen, and if not excluded, as 
the Governor aſſerts, muſt at laſt be rejected by him 
for want of ſufficient Powers in his Commiſſion ; 
and therefore (had we no other Objections) we hope 
the Governor will judge it reaſonable, after fo many 
repeated Refuſals of the Bills we have offered to him 
for granting large Sums of Money for the King's 
Ufe, that we now wait the Determination of our 
Superiors what Powers he has, or ought to have, as 
our Governor, under the Royal and Provincial Char- 
ters, and what excluſive Rights our” Proprietaries 
may be juſtly intitled to in the Laying and Levying 
of Taxes for the common Security and Defence of 
their Eſtates, with all the other Eſtates within opal 
Province.“ 

In Anſwer to the e of theſe Meſtages, fo far as 


related to the Time of Adjournment, (with which he 


was verbally acquainted by the Meſſengers) the Go- 


vernor was pleaſed to ſay © he had no Objection to that 
Time more than any other; but that if he found [ on 


Peruſal of the written Meſſages then delivered to him! 


that the Houſe had not given him a ſatisfactory An- 


ſwer, to his Meſſages relating to a Militia, he ſhould 


call them again immediately.“ 


To the Time of their own Adjournmeiir, they had, | 


” eee the 8 to be indulged with a Recefs. | 


that Bill, we find by Experience that it can anſwer 
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And on the Third Day of their Sitting, they pre- 


ferred a Requeſt to the Governor, That, if he had 
any Bulineſs of Importance to lay before them, par- 


ticularly, if any Application had been made to him 
for a farther Supply of Proviſions, for the Uſe of the 


King's Forces then gone towards Crown-Point, he 


would be pleaſed to lay it before them ſoon, as their 


Lear was near expired, and the Time of their Con- 


tinuance together conſequently ſhort.” 

TIhe Anſwer they received was verbal, by his Ho- 
nour's Secretary, importing, That the Government 
of Maſſachuſets-Bay had ordered 2,800 Men to be 

immediately raiſed in Addition to the 1,500 before 
raiſed for the Reduction of Crown Point; and that 

the Governor had the Day before received a Letter 


from Governor Phipps, deſiring, at the Inſtance of 


the Council and Aſſembly there, an immediate Sup- 


ply of Proviſion to be ſent to Albany. And, as if 
this was not enough to aſk of them, a ſupplemental 


Paragraph was grafted upon it as follows. The 


Governor has alſo been informed, that the Government . 


of Conneficyt have raiſed 1500 Men, and Rhode- land 


150, in Addition to the Forces ſent by thoſe Go- 
vernments againſt Crown Point, who will alſo ſtand in 
need of a Supply of Proviſions : He therefore recom-, 


mends theſe Matters to your Conſideration.” 


Two Articles, out of Governor Shirley's State of 


his own Conduct, will come in not improperly here; 


viz. Upon Mr. Shirley's Arrival at New-York . 
uh 4) he found a full Stop put to the Preparations 


for the Expedition againſt Crown-Pojnt, with Reſpect 
to the Articles of Artillery and Military Stores, which 


the Governments of Maſſachuſets-Bay and New-York 


had agreed to furniſh between them, depending, that 
the Colonies of Connecticut, New-hampſhire, and Rhode- 


Iſland,” would pay their Proportions of the Expence ; 
but that not being done, the Government of New-_ 
Zort declined parting with the Stores, without actual 


Payment or Security given. —- After having remov- 


ed this Obſtacle to the Expedition's proceeding, by 
e , Too putting 
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putting into the Hands of the Government of News- 


York a ſufficient Quantity of the Penſylvania-Proviſions, 
as a Security for re-imburſing them on Account of the 


| before-mentioned Articles, and advanced about 1000 J. 


Sterling of his own Money towards the Expence of 


_ tranſporting the Artillery, and Ordnance-Stores, in 
Confidence of being re-imburſed by the New-England 


Colonies, he embarked for Albany.” 
The Reader will make his own Remarks: At leaſt 


he will infer from what paſſed in the Aſſembly of Pen- 


— 


Hlvania before, in relation to Orders ſaid to have been 
received from and Demands made by General Shirley, 
That the faid Aſſembly would now have been inex- 
cuſable, if they had not called upon their Governor, 
for Governor Phipps's Letter and the other Informa- 
tions referred to upon this Occaſion; which they did 


by expreſs Meſſage ; and that having been told by him 


in anſwer to that Call, that he had Orders from the 


Secretary of State xor to lay before the Houſe any 
Papers but ſuch as he pleaſed, they ſhould apply to 


him for a Sight of ſuch Orders. _ 


They did fo, and were again refuſed ; he ſignifying 
that ſuch Orders being intended for his own Govern- 
ment, he thought it improper to communicate them: 


And in the Name of the Secretary of State, vouch. 
ing, as he himſelf had done before, That Meſſages 
from him were a ſufficient Foundation for them to 
proceed upon: But withal recurring to what he had 


alſo offered in his former Meſſage, namely, to com- 
municate to their Speaker, or a Pew of the Houſe, 
ſach Parts of the Information he had received from the 


Eaſtward as his Majeſty's Service required. 


But this not proving ſatisfactory to the Houſe, all 


Proceedings on this Head were for ſome Days at a 
Stand; and the Interval was filled with a Continuation 
of the animated Controverſy, which in the preceding 
Seſſion had ſo highly exaſperated the two Branches 


of the Legiflature againſt each other, and which never 


had been either revived, or cauſed, if the Wee = = 


— — . 
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and his Employers had not preferred their own-private 
Views, to all the moral and equitable Obligations of 
Government. ln dr th a Ip + 
When the Aſſembly had ſet nine Days, and now 


remained in a Sort of Suſpence, not chuſing to in- 


flame on one Hand, and willing to hope the Gover- 


nor would find Reaſons to abate of his unreaſonable 


Stiffneſs on the other; came down a long Meſſage by 
Way of Anſwer to the Aſſembly's Paper of Septem- 
ber 29; and, ſufficiently exaſperated thereby, that 
Body, now at the Point of Diſſolution, reſolved to 


acquit themſelves with as much Spirit as if they had 


been immortal. . 


Io the Appendix the Reader muſt be again referred 
for both Pieces: They cannot; they ought not to be 


ſuppreſſed : They are too long to be here inſerted en- 


tire, and to abridge them, at leaſt that of the Aſſembly, 
would be to maim one of the moſt lively Pieces, that 
Liberty ever inſpired or Controverſy produced. 
Such a Reference then to the Subject Matter of 
both as will juſt ſerve to keep up a ſort of hiſtorical 


Connection, is all the Uſe to be made of them in this 


© lace... | 


The Aſſembly had (very truly) charged the Go- 


vernor with contriving all poſſible Methods of Ex- 
pence to exhauſt their Funds and diſtreſs their Affairs; 
and had given in Proof the exorbitant Demand made 
upon them for cutting the Road for the Uſe of the 


Army; an Enterprize which they tell him they had 


undertaken at his Inſtance, on a Computation of its 
coſting only 8007. The Governor in his Reply ſaid, 


ſuch a Sum might have been mentioned as what it 
would coſt in ſome Men's private Opinion; but nat 


upon an Eſtimate of the N aug" nor what had 
been as ſuch ſent to him. Adding, . That tho' they 


8 the making the Road among their me- 
Fitorious Acts, t 


r hey had in Effect done it out of Fear 
bf having proper Repreſentations made of their Con- 
--: 2608.35, home, and of an armed Force being uſed to 
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__ . obligethe Inhabitants to do this neceſſary Work: That 


he had perſuaded the General to compound for one 


Road inſtead of Two, to contract even that to two _ 


Thirds of the Breadth, and not to carry it ſo far by 
many Miles as directed by the Quarter-Maſter-Ge- 
neral ; by which great Savings were made to the Pro- 
vince,” and Thanks inſtead of Complaints were due 


to him, and Rewards to the Commiſſioners who had 


ſerved the Province in ſo hazardous a Taſk ſo well: 
That he had never made ſuch a Demand as 5000 . 
nor could it have been made by any one, becauſe the 
Accounts were not comein : And that now they were 
come in, the Charge did not amount to 3,000 J. 


which was not extravagant, conſidering the Diſtance 


and Expedition required in the Work.“ 


The Aſſembly in their Anſwer could not be fo full 
in their own Juſtification, and, conſequently, in re- 


futing the Governor, as they might have been, be- 
cauſe the neceſſary Documents happened at that Time 
to be miſlaid. But when thoſe Documents were re- 
covered, they did themſelves ample Juſtice, by re- 


printing the moſt material in an Appendix to their 


Minutes, 1 


And among them was a Letter from the faid Com- 


miſſioners to the Governor, which was communicated, 


together with one of the Governor's own, (to the 
Committee of Aſſembly, at that extraordinary Criſis 


appointed to act on Behalf of the whole, and other 


Members then called in to their Aſſiſtance) by his Se- 
cretary ; in which was the following expreſs Clauſe: 


The Expence of making the Road thirty Feet. 
© wide, and the principal Finches twenty, will make 
an Expence of about 8007.* This Letter was dated 


April 16th: And the Committee having, in the 


Name of the Houſe, undertaken to defray the Ex- 
pence of both Roads, the Work went on accofding- | 
ly. In another Letter from the ſame Commiſſioners, 
dated May 3d, it is ſaid, Both Roads will leave lit- 
'© tle of. goo7.. for it is impoſſible to tell what unex- 
pected Occurrences will ariſe, Sc. The Houſe, 


now 


* 


%; 
% 
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now ſitting, reſolved to perſevere notwithſtanding, 
and notwithſtanding the Loſs of their Bill, which 
made their Compliance more difficult. Another Eſ- 
timate, dated fifteen Days after this, ſignified, * That 
. © the Expence of opening both Roads would be little 
under 20097.” Thus three Eſtimates had been de- 

livered in, each exceeding the other: And after all 
this, when one Road had been dropt, and the other 
reduced in the Manner alledged by the Governor, the 
ſaid Commiſſioners did actually require 50007. to be 
ſent to them, in Addition to what had been paid to 
them already, which in Money and Proviſions was 
ſuppoſed to be near 1000/. The Committee of Ac- 
counts had ſat upon this Requiſition, had pronounced 
it to be extravagant, and had given it as their Opi- 
nion, Auguſt 8th, 1755, © That in order to prevent 
Impoſition on the Public, the ſaid Commiſſioners 
ought forthwith to attend the ſaid Committee with 
their Accounts fairly ſtated, with proper Vouchers 
for the ſame. From all which Premiſſes, the Houſe 
had ſurely Reaſon to aſk as they did, Whether 
they had not good Reaſon to be ſurprized at this, and 
to ſuſpect ſome Extravagance in the Management? 
But they went farther ſtill; they cited the original 
Letter from the Governor's Six Commiſſioners to 
him, and by him communicated to the Houſe Au- 
guft gth, in which the Five Thouſand Pounds is ſpeci- 
fied, together with an Intimation, That the People- 
being much in Want of Money, the Money could not 

be ſent too ſoon. And they conclude this Section with 
the following ſhrewd Remark: '< The Governor's 
Judgment of our Motives to engage in this Work 
of opening the Roads, ſeems to us a very unchari- 
table one, but we hope to find more equitable 
Judgment elſewhere. We are obliged to him, how- 
ever, for owning that we did engage in it at all. 
For as he is pleaſed to lay it down as a Maxim that 
© we are very wicked People; he has ſhewn in other 
''* Inſtances, when we have done any Good, that he 
thinks it no more Injuſtice ro us to deny the 2 — 1 


— 
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than now to deny the Goodneſs of our Motives. 
„He would, however, think himſelf ill uſed, if any 
Part of his Zeal in that Affair was aſcribed to the 
Menaces directed to him; or to a View of accom- 
x modating by the new Road the Lands of the Pro- 

< prietaries new Purchaſe, and by that means in- 
. crealing the Value of their Eſtate at our Expence.? 
Again: The Governor was pleaſed to expreſs him- 
ſelf in theſe extraordinary Terms: You ſhave often 
mentioned what you have done to promote the Suc- 
$ ceſs of his Majeſty's Arms under General Braddack, 
and for the Defence of the Province, and ſay, you 
have Letters from the Iate General, thanking you for 

* your Service; the Truth of this I muſt beg Leave 
© to queſtion, as the late General was too honeſt to 
ö ſay one Thing to you, and another to the King's 
* Miniſters. He might acknowledge the Services of 

particular Men, but how you can take thoſe to 

< yourſelves as an Aſſembly, when you had no Hand 
* in what was done, I am at à Loſs to know, I 
think it will not be doubted, but that had you in 
* Time opened the proper Roads, raiſed Men, and 
F provided Carriages and neceſſary Proviſions tor the 
Troops, as this was the only Province able, in the 
. General's Situation, to furniſh him with them, we 

might uc have been in peaccable Poſſeſſion of Port 
C Duquaſne.* _ 
To which aſtoniſhing, becauſe groundleſs Charge, 

the Aſſembly, in the following full and effectual 

Manner, replied: We own that we have often 
mentioned this; but we have been forced to it by the 
Governor's aſſerting, as often, in his Meſſages, con- 
_ © trary to known Fact, that we had done nothing, and 
* would do nothing of that Kind. But it leems we take 
o qurſebves the Services of particular Men, in which, 
© the: Governor | ſays, we had no Hand; and adds, 
“ That had we in Time opened the proper Roads, 


4% raifed Men, and provided Carriages, and neceflary + - 


* Proviſions for the Troops, we might now have 
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We beg Leave to aſk the Governor, Has the Body 


no Share in what is done by its Members? Has the 
* Houſe no Hand in what is done by its Committees? 


_ 5 Has it no Hardin what is done by Virtue of its 
on Reſolves and Orders? Did we not, many 
© Weeks Before the Troops arrived, vote Five Thou- 


* ſand Pounds for purchaſing freſh Victuals, and other 


Neceſſaries for their Uſe ? Did we not even borrow 
Money on our own Credit to purchaſe thoſe Provi- 


© fions when the Governor had rejected our Bill? 


Will the Governor deny this, when he himſelf once 
* charged it upon us as a Crime? Were not the Pro- 
« viſions actually purchaſed by our Committee, the 


full Quantity required by the Commiſſary, and carried 


by Land to Virginia at our Expence, even before 
they were wanted? Did the Army ever want Pro- 
* viſtons, till they had abandoned or deſtroyed them? 
s Are there not even now ſome Scores of Tons of it 
« lying at Fort Cumberland and Conegochieg ? Did the 
Governor ever mention the Opening of Roads to 


© us before the Eighteenth of March, though the Re- 


© quiſition was made to him by the Quarter Maſter 
General in January? Did we not in a few Days af- 


© ter ſend him up a Bill to provide for the Expence, 


* which he refuſed? Did not the Governor proceed 
nevertheleſs to appoint Commiſſioners, and engage 
_ * Labourers for opening the Road, whom we after- 
© wards agreed to pay out of the Money we happened 
to have in our Power? Did the Work ever ſtop a 
Moment through any Default of ours? Was the 


ERoad ever intended for the March of the Troops to 
the Ohio? Was it not merely to open a Communi- 


cation with this Province, for the more convenient 
* ſupplying them with Proviſions when they ſhould be 
c arrived there? Did they wait in the leaſt for this 
Road ? Had they not as many men as they wanted, 


and many from this Province? Were they not more 


numerous than the Enemy they went to oppoſe, even 
After the General had left near Half his Army fifty 
Miles behind him? Were not all the Garriages 


* 


* 
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< gaged, equipt, and ſent forward in a few Days after 


the Demand, and all at Wills's Creek many Days 
© before the Army was ready to march? With what 


Face, then, of Probability can the Governor under- 


© take to ſay, © That had we in Time opened the 


proper Roads, raiſed Men, and provided Carri- 


< ages, and neceſſary Proviſions for the Troops, we 
* might now have been in peaceable Poſſeſſion of ü 


&« Fort Deg: queſne ow” 

* The mates is pleaſed to doubt our having 
< fuch Letters as we mentioned; we are therefore, i in 
© our own Vindication, under a Neceſſity of quoting 


© to him ſome Parts of them; and will ſhew him the 


Originals whenever he ſhall pleaſe to require it. 
< Fhe General's Secretary, in his Letter of the Tenth 


of May to one of our Members (who, in Purſuance 


© of a Reſolve of the Houle for the Service of the 


Army, waited on the General at Frederic, and there 


© occaſionally undertook the furniſhing of Waggons, 


< which he performed with the Aſſiſtance of ſome 


© other Members of the Committee, and for that, and 
other Services to the Troops, received the Thanks 
of the Houſe at his Return) ſays, You have 


« done us great Service in the Execution of the Bu- 


<© ſineſs you have kindly undertaken; and indeed 


e without it, 7 don't ſee bow the Service could have 


* been carried on, as the Expectations from Maryland. 
© havecome to nothing.“ And again, in his Let- 
ter of May the Fourteenth, ** The General orders 


<& me to acquaint you that he is greatly obliged to 


« you, for the great Care and Readineſs with which 
« you have executed the Buſineſs you undertook for. 
„ him. At your Requeſt he will with Pleaſure diſ- 

40 charge the Servants that may have inliſted in the 
« Forces under his Command, or any others for 


« whom you may deſire a Diſcharge and defires that 


you would for that Purpoſe ſend him their Names.“ 
* And again, in his Letter of May the Twentieth, | 
have only Time to thank you. once more, in the 


— 


40 Name N 


RozzrT H. Monks, EI. Dep. Governor: 269 _ 


© Name of the General and every body concerned, 
* for the Service you have done, which has been 
* conducted throughout with the greateſt Prudence 
« and moſt generous Spirit for the Public Service.“ 

© The General's own Letter, dated the Twenty-ninth 


of May, mentions and acknowledges the Proviſions 
„ given by the Penſylvanian Aſemblzy”* [though the 


Governor will allow us to have had no Hand” in 


N it] and ſays, * Your Regard for his Majeſty's Ser- 


« vice, and Aſſiſtance to the preſent Expedition, de- 


<< ſerve my ſincereſt Thanks, Sc.— Colonel Dan 


bar writes, in his Letter of May the Thirteenth, 
« cencerning the Preſent of Refreſhments, and Car- 
* riage Horſes ſent up for the Subalterns, I am de- 


<« ſired by all the Gentlemen, whom the Committee - 


“have been ſo good as to think of info genteel a Man- 
© ner, to return them their hearty Thanks.” And 
again, on the Twenty-firſt of May, Your kind 
<< Preſent is now all arrived, and ſhall be equally di- 
e vided to morrow between Sir Peter Haltet s Sub- 
e alterns and mine, which I apprehend will be agree- 


„ able to the Committee's Intent. This I have made 
„ known to the Officers of both Regiments, who 
& unanimouſly deſire me to return their generous Be- 


<< nefators their moſt hearty Thanks, to which be 


66 pleaſed to add mine, c.“ And Sir Peter Hal- 


© fet, in his of the Twenty- third of May, ſays, ** The 
« Officers of my Regiment are molt ſenſible of the 
Favours conferred on the Subalterns by your Am- 
< þly, who have made them ſo well timed, and ſo 
, handſome a Preſent. At their Requeſt and Deſire 


I return their Thanks, and to the Acknowledge- 


ments of the Officers, beg Leave to add mine, 


which you, I hope, will do me the Favour for the 
c whole to offer 70 the Aſſembly, and to aſſure them 


«* that we ſhall on every Occalion do them the Juſtice 
« due for ſo ſeaſonable and well judged an Act of 


| © Genefoſity.” There are more of the fame Kind, 
but theſe may ſuffice to ſhew that we had - ſome 


«6 * Hand 3 in what was done, and chat we. did not, a8 


« the 
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the are ſuppoſes, deviate from the Truth, 
vhen, in our juſt and neceſſary Vindication againſt 
© his groundleſs, cruel, and repeated Charge, that 
© we had refuſed the proper, neceſſary, and timely 
4 Aſſiſtance to an Army ſent to protect the Colonies,” 
we alledged, © that we had ſupplied that Army 
* plentifully with all they aſked of us, and more 
„e than all, and had Letters from the late General, 
« and other principal Officers, acknowledging our 
Care, and thanking us cordially for our Services.” 
8 If the General ever wrote differently of us to 
s the King's Miniſters, it muſt have been while he 
< was under the firſt Impreſſions given him by the 
'© Governor to our Diſadvantage, and before he knew 
© us; and we think with the Governor, that if he had 
lived, he was too honeſt a Man not to have retract- 
ed thoſe miſtaken Accounts of us, and done us | 
* ample: Juſtice.” 
What is ſtill more unlucky for the Gone bis 
Secretary writing to the ſaid Commiſſioners with all 


the Authority he could depute to him, April 25, | 


1755, makes uſe of theſe very Words, What Sir 
John St. Clair ſays is ſo far true, that had the Army 
been ready now, and retarded by Delays in Matters 
< undertaken by this Province, all the Miſchiefs thence 
* ariſing would have been juſtly chargeable on 7his 
Province: But I am much miſtaken, if they can, 
© zoithin a Month from this Date, get their Artillery 
< ſo far as your Road.“ | 
In the ſame Letter he alſo ſays, © Surely the Flour _ 

8 vll be delivered in Time; or great Blame may be 

laid with Truth at the Door of the Commiſſioners.” 
Not the Province; and, indeed, the Flour was aftu- 
ally delivered ſo ſoon and ſo faſt, that the General 

had not even provided Store- houſes and Shelters ſuf- 


ficient to ſecure it againſt the Weather, to which great 


Quantities of it lay expoſed 1 in Maryland. after the De ; 
"very of it theres 

What Spirit this Guiry (the Governor) was 
i recen. had been a 1 The __ 
| | yew 


ment; He himſelf maintained, that if he had had 
enough of the Spirit of Submiſſion (Terms generally 
held irreconcileable) his Government would have been 
more.agreeable to the Province. But now it can be 
a Queſtion no longer. 


The laſt Period of the Governor's Meſſage was the 


very Quinteſſence of Invective. In fine, Gentle- 
men, ſaid he, I muſt remind you, that in a former 
Meſſage you ſaid you were a plain People that had 
no Joy in Diſputation. But let your Minutes be 

examined for Fifteen Years paſt, not to go higher, 
and- in them will be found more Artifice, more 
Time and Money ſpent in frivolous Controverſies, 


reſt of his Majeſty's Colonies put together. And 
while you continue in ſuch a Temper of Mind, I 
have very little Hopes of Good, either for his Ma- 


* 


DS a W 


this unfortunate Country.” | 


And in the Reply of the Aſſembly his own Artil- 


lery was turned upon him as follows: The Mi- 
© nutes are printed, and in many Hands, who 


may judge, on examining them, whether any Abu- _ 


6 
c 
© ſes of Governors and Undutifulneſs to the Crown 
are to be found in them. Controverſies indeed there 
© are too many; but as our Aſemblies are yearly 
changing, while our Proprietaries, during that Term, 
have remained the -/ame, and have probably given 
their Governors the ſame Inſtructions, we muſt leave 
© others to gueſs from what Root it is molt likely that 
c 
© to frivolous Controverſies, we never had ſo many 
of them as ſince our preſent Governor's Adminiſ- 
tration, and all raiſed by himſelf; and we may ven- 
ture to ſay, that during that one Year, ſcarce: yet 
expired, there have been more ** unparalleled Abu- 


6 
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$. ſes” of this People, and their Reprefenta ives in Aſ- 


— 


' 


would not allow him to have the Spirit of Govern- 


more unparalleled Abuſes of your Governors, and 
more Undutifulneſs to the Crown, than in all the 


jeſty's Service, or for the Defence and Protection of 


thoſe Controverſies ſhould continually ſpring. As 


». * ſembly, 
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< ſembly, than in all the Years put together, ſince the 


_ Settlement of the Province. 


We are now to take our Leave of the Governery 3 
and indeed, ſince he hopes no Good from us, nor 
we from him, tis time we ſhould be parted. If our 
Conſtituents diſapprove our Conduct, a few Days 
will give them an Opportunity of changing us by a 
new Election; and could the Governor be as ſ% 
and as eaſily changed, Penſylvania would, we ap- 


it, of an unfortunate Country.“ 
That, however, they might ſtill continue to act on 
the ſame Maxims, and continue to deſerve the ſame 
Confidence, they proceeded to contribute all they could 
to the Advancement of the Service; not only with- 


out the Concurrence of the Governor, but in ſpite of 
his Endeavours to render them odious by all the 


Means of Prevention his Wit, his Malice, or his 


. Power could help bim to. In what Manner, the fol- 


lowing unanimous Reſolutions will ſpecify. 
That when Application is made to this Houſe by 


the Governor, for ſomething to be done at the Re- 


* queſt of another Government, the Letters and Pa- 
pers that are to be the Foundation of our Proceed- 
« ings on ſuch Application, ought to be, as they 


have been by all preceding Governors, laid before 


© the Houle for their Conſideration. | 
That a Sight afforded to the Speaker, or a few 
of the Members, of Papers remaining in the Go- 
vernor's Hands, cannot be ſo ſatisfactory to the 
reſt of the Houſe, nor even to the Speaker, and 
ſuch Members, as if thoſe Papers were laid before 
the Houſe, where they might receive ſeveral diſtinct 
Readings, and be ſubject to repeated Inſpection and 
Diſcuſſion till they were thoroughly underſtood; 
and all Danger of Miſtakes and Miſconceptions 
through Detect of Attention, or of Memory, in one 

or a few Perſons, effectually prevented. 
* That great Inaccuracies and want of Exactneſe 
have been . obſerved by the Houſe in the 
| __ + Governor” * 


prehend, deſerve much leſs the. Character he gives Rel 
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* Governor's Manner of ſtating Matters, laid before 
© them in his Meſſages 3 and therefore they cannot 
© think ſuch Meſſages, without the Papers therein 
© referred to, are a ſufficient Foundation for the 


Houſe to proceed upon, in an Affair of Moment, 


« or that it would be prudent or fafe fo to do, either 
for themſelves or their Conſtituents, 

That though the Governor may poſſibly have ob- 
< tained Orders not to lay the Secretary of State's 
Letters, in ſome Caſes, before the Houſe, they 
| © humbly conceive and hope that Letters from the 
0 en Governments, in ſuch Caſes as the 
© preſent, cannot be included in thoſe Orders. 

That when an immediate Aſſiſtance to neigh- 
: * bouring Colonies is required of us; to interrupt or. 


prevent our Deliberations, by refuſing us a Sight of 


© the Requeſt, is a Proceeding extremely improper 
© and unſcaſonable —— 

* But a Member of this Houſe producing a Letter 
to himſelf from the Honourable Thomas Hutchinſon, 
Eſq. a Perſon of great Diſtinftion and Weight 
in the Government of Maſſachuſets-Bay, and a 
Member of the Council of that Province, mention- 
ing the Application to this Government for Provi- 
ſions, and the Neceſſity of an immediate Supply: 
And it appearing by the Reſolution of the Coun- 
"i of War, held at the peering Place, on the 
Twenty- fourth paſt (an Abſtra& of which is com- 


* 0. 5 * 2 * e 


ſeys) that the Army will be in Want of Blankets and 
other Cloathing, | ſuitable to the approaching Seaſon 3 


and this Houſe being willing to afford what Aſſiſ- 
« tance may be in their Power, under their, preſent | 


_ © unhappy Circumſtances of an exhauſted Treaſury, 
and a total Refuſal by the Governor of their Bills 
« for raiſing Money, Reſolved, 


That a voluntary Subſcription. of any Sum or 


« Sums, not exceeding Ten Thouſand Poundi, which 
8 lt be Pad by * Perſons into the Hands of Haac 
+ LO * Norris, 


a 44 


municated to the Speaker, by the Honourable Tho- 
mas Pqwnal, Eſq. Lieutenant Governor of the Jer- 
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Norris, Evan Morgan, Joſeph Fox, John Mi fin; 
'* Reeſe Meredith, and Samuel Smith of the City of 
Philadelphia, Gentlemen, within two Weeks after 
© this Date, towards the Furniſhing of Proviſions and 
_ © Blankets, or other warm Cloathing, to the Troops 
< now at or near Crown-Point, on the Frontiers of 
© New-York, will be of Service to the Crown, and ac- 
_ © ceptable to the Public, and the Subſcribers ought 
© to be thankfully reimburſed (with Intereſt) by fu- 
ture Aſſemblies, to whom it is accordingly by this 

. © Houle earneſtly recommended.“ 

And this may be called the finiſhing Meaſure of 
this every way public- ſpirited Aſſembly : The Go- 
vernor did not chuſe to bei in the Way to receive their 

Reply: and ſo the Seſſion and the Controverſy for 
this Fime ended together. 

Into the Hands of what. Number of Readers, or 
Readers of what Capacities, Diſpoſitions, or Prin- 
ciples, this Treatiſe ſhall fall, is out of Calculation the 
firſt, and Deciſion the laſt: But whatever the Num- 
ber may be, or however they may happen to be 
Principled, diſpoſed, or endowed, the Majority will 

by this Time, probably, exclaim, Enough of this Go- 
vernor! or, Enough of this Author! 
But whlch ever ſhould happen to be the Cafe, Par- 
don is aſked for the Neceflity of procceding a few 
Stages farther ; and Patience ought to be required, to 
induce the Reader to hold out to the End of ſo diſa- 
_ greeable a Journey 

The? foiled, K and ſilenced, this Anti- 

Penn, this Undertaker to ſubvert the Building Penn 
had raiſed, was far from quitting the Liſts. | 

On the contrary, he lay in wait with Impatience 

for a Verification of his own Predictions concerning 
the Danger of the Frontier, and the Miſeries the In- 
| habitants were to ſuſtain when the Enemy ſhonld break 
in upon them. 

When ſuch ſhould, actually become the Caſe, when 

the Fugitives ſhould on all Sides, be driven either by 


the Enemy or cheir own Fears, or both, towards the 
; | Capital 5 
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Capital; when every Week ſhould furniſh ſome new 
Tragedy; and Rumour ſo practiſe upon Credulity, 
that every ſingle Fact ſhould by the Help of Echoes 
and Re-echoes be multiplied into Twenty: When the 
Pannic ſhould become general, and the very Diſtrac- - 
tions of the Herd, and their Incapacity to operate 
for themſelves, ſhould render them obnoxious to any 
Impoſition whatſoever ——Then, he thought, and 
not altogether unjuſtly, their Paſſions might be of 
Service to him, tho? their Reaſon could not: And the 
Event will ſhew, That, provided he might attain his 
Ends, he could be very indifferent about the Means. 
Factions he had found Means to form, both in the 
City and the ſeveral Counties; and Tools and Imple- 
ments of all Kinds, from the officious Magiſtrate down 
to the. Proſtitute Writer, the whiſpering Incendiary, 
and avowed Deſperado, he was ſurrounded with. The 
Preſs he had made an outrageous Uſe of; a Cry he 
had raiſed; and in Miniature the whole Game of 
Faction was here played by him with as little Reſerve, 
tho' not with as much Succeſs, as it is in greater 
Affairs elſewhere. 5 
Ihe Current of Elections, however, ſtill continued 
to ſet againſt him: Thoſe who had the moſt Intereſt 
at Stake remained firm to the Intereſt of their Coun- 
try: And now nothing remained but by the Dint of 
Artifice and Clamour, to compel thoſe to be ſubſer- 
vient to his indirect Purpoſes, if poſſible, whom he 
could not deprive of their Country's Confidence and 
V VVV 
This was the true State of Penhlvania, when the 
new Aſſembly, compoſed chiefly of the old Members, 


Took their Seats. oe ICI. 
On the 14th of OFober the Houſe met of courſe, 
according to their Conſtitution : But did not proceed 
to material, or at leaſt, extraordinary Buſineſs. —The 
- Governor was not as yet ſure of his Criſis: And, there- 
fore, choſe to feel their Pulſe firſt in manner follow- 
ing. His Secretary being in Converſation with the 
NE Fan Foy 3 e Speaker 
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Speaker of the Aſſembly (the ſame who had ſerved 
un that Office for many Tears palt) took oecaſion to 


communicate two Letters to him concerning Indian 
Affairs: And the Speaker, aſking, Whether they 
were not to be laid before the Houſe, the Secretary 
replied, he had no ſuch Orders. The Letters were of 
eourſe returned; and the Speaker made the Houſe ac- 
quainted with this Incident; adding, That he thought 
© the ſaid Letters contained Matters of great Impor- 
< tance to the Welfare of the Province: But as he 
could not preſume to charge his Memory with the 
« Particulars, ſo as to lay them before the Houſe for 
* the Foundation of their Conduct, he could only 
mention the Fact, and recommend it to the Confi- 
« deration of the Houſe.” The Houſe hereupon de- 
puted two Members to inform the Governor, That 

* having gone thro? the uſual Buſineſs done at the firſt 
a * Sitting of an Aſſembly, they were inclined to ad- 

* Jaurn, unleſs he had any Thing to lay before them, 

particularly in regard to Indian Affairs, that might 


_ © require their longer Stay.” And the fame Members 
were farther directed ta acquaint him with the Time 


of their Adjournment, incaſe the Governor fhould in 
Reply ſay, he had nothing to communicate. — This 
Concert upon one Side, produced Concert on the other. 
The Governor replied as had been forefeen, That 

© if he had had any Buſs neſs to lay before the Houſe 


he ſhould have done it. before that Time.“ And 


being then made acquainted with the propoſed Time 
of Adjournment, which was till the firſt of December, 


he ſaid, It was very well. 


The Howe,” therefore, having firſt reſolved to con- 


tinue the Supplies granted by the former Aſſembly to 


the Judians on their Frontier, adjourned accordingly, 


Having fr but four Days. | 
Fi lern Days of this Adjournment were alſo ſuffered 
to clapſe, as if all Danger and Apprehenſion were at 


an Ea. Bur me the e being armed at all 
| Points, 
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Points, ſummoned them to meet him, with all the 
_ Circumſtances of Alarm and Terror his Imagination 

could furniſh | DE 

Intelligence (probably the ſame Intelligence contain - 
ed in the two Letters communicated by his Secretary 
to the Speaker) That a Party of French and Indians, 
to the Number of 1,500 as he was informed, had paſſed 
the Allegheney-Hills, and having: penetrated as far as 
the Kittochtiny Hills, within about Eighty Miles of 

Philadelphia, were incamped on the Suſquehanna, was 
the Bu/izeſs he had to impart to them; and from his 
Manner of imparting it, he ſeemed more delighted 
than ſhocked with the Recital. This Invaſion, ſaid 
* he, was what we had the greateſt Reaſon to believe 
© would be the Conſequence of General Braddock's 
Defeat, and the Retreat of the regular Troops.” 
[Why did they retreat then from the actual Seat of 
War? Was the wild Country on the Obio better worth 
defending than Pen/ylvania ? Was any projected Ac- 
quiſition of more Importance to the Public than the 
Preſervation. of ſuch a Country? Did not this very 
Governor talk of the Plenty of the Province and its 
defenceleſs State, from Time to Time, almoſt in the 


Stile of Invitation as if he meant to be/Þeak the very 


Event he was now expatiating upon? And is not he 
more to be upbraided for /affering thoſe Troops to be 
recalled, if he did no more, without making the ſtrong- 
eſt Remonſtrances againſt it, chan the Aſſembly who 
beſought their Protection: And if it ſhould appear 
from his whole Condu that he deſired nothing more 
_ ardently than that ſuch an Event ſhould happen; and 
that his principal Endeavour was, to improve it when 
it did happen to Proprietary Purpoſes, at the Expence 
of the Fortunes, Liberties, and Lives of the Inha- 
bitants, with what Abhorrence muſt we reflect on the 
Pains taken in this Speech, to aggravate the calami- 
tous State of the Province, and to place it to the Ac- 
count of thoſe, who had in a moſt ſignal Manner de- 


ſerved the Thanks, not only of the Penhlvaniaus, but 
| „„ : ; alſo 
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alſo of all the Friends and Lovers of Liberty and Vir- 
tue diſtributed thro'ꝰ the Britiſſß Empire?! 5 
Had my Hands been ſufficiently ſtrengthened (ſo 
he proceeded) I ſhould have put this Province into 
' © ſuch a Poſture of Defence, as might have prevented 
£ the Miſchiefs that have ſince happened.“ A Doſe 
of Venom apparently prepared and adminiſtered to 
poiſon the Province: If the Governor might have been 
their Saviour, and was not, for Want of proper Powers, 
the Aſſembly accuſed as having w:th-held them, were to 
be conſidered as public Enemies. To be treated as ſuch 
could not but follow.—The Populace are never ſo 
ripe for Miſchief as in Times of moſt Danger. A 
provincial Dictator he wanted to be conſtituted. —He 
thought this would be the ſureſt Way of carrying his 
Point: And if the Penſylvanians had taken fo frantic 
a Turn, they would not have been the firſt who like 
the Flock in the Fable, had, in a Fit of Deſpair, taken 
a Wolf for their Shepherd,  _- | 
But to return. That the Delaware and Shawaneſe 
Indians had been gained over by the French, under the 
. enſnaring Pretence of reſtoring them to their Country, 
+ conſtituted his next Inflammatory. And then in order to 
magnify his own Merits, he farther ſuggeſted, © That 
he had ſent the ſame Intelligence, both to the King's 
Miniſters, together with a Repreſentation of the de- 
fenceleſs State of the Province, and to the neighbour- 
ing Governments, that the latter might be at once 
> xe to defend themſelves and ſuccour them : 
hat the Back Inhabitants having upon this Occaſion, 
behaved themſelves with uncommon Spirit and Ac- 
tivity, he had given Commiſſions to ſuch as were will- 
ing to take them; and Encouragement to all to defend 
themſelves, till the Government was enabled to protect 
them: But that they had complained much of Want 
of Order and Diſcipline, as well as of Arms and Am- 
munition; and he was without Power, Money, or 
Means to form them into ſuch regular Bodies, as the 
Exigency required, &c. That the Deſigns of the 
Enemy could only be conjectured from their Motions 


ang 
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and Numbers; and that from thoſe and the known 
Circumſtances of the Province, it was reaſonable to 
apprehend, they had ſomething more in View, than 


barely cutting off and deſtroying ſome of the frontier 


Settlements.* And for a Conclultion he ſummed up 


his Lords the Proprietarie Will and Pleaſure as fol- 
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His Majeſty and the Proprietaries having com- 
mitted the People of this Province to my Charge 


and Care, I have done, and ſtill ſhall very readily 


do, every Thing in my Power to fulfil that impor- 


tant Truſt; and to that End, I think it my Duty 


to call upon you to grant ſuch Supplies of Money 
as his Majeſty's Service, at this important and dan- 


gerous Criſis, may require, and to prepare a Bill 


tor eſtabliſhing a regular Militia, exempting ſuch 
as are conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous of hearing Arms, 
it being impoſſible, without ſuch a Law, though 
large Sums of Money ſhould be raiſed, to prevent 


| Confuſion and Diſorder, or conduct Matters with 
any Degree of Regularity. 
As the Enemy are now laying waſte the Country, 
and ſlaughtering the Inhabitants, there is no Time 


to be loſt; I therefore think it neceſſary upon this 
Occaſion to inform you, that Lam ready and willing 


to conſent to a Law for emitting any Sum in Paper- 


Money the preſent Service may require, if Funds 
are eſtabliſhed for ſinking the ſame in five Years: 


But I cannot think it conſiſtent either with the 
Powers of my Commiſſion, or the Duty I owe the 


Crown, to pals any Bills of the ſame or a ike Tenor 


of thoſe I have heretofore refuſed. And I hope you | 


will not waſte your Time in offering me any ſuch 
Bills, as you muſt know from what has paſled be- 


tween me and the late Aſſembly, and the Informa- 


tion I now give you, it is not in my Power to con- 


ſent to; and I earneſtly recommend it to you, to 
afford in Time that Aſſiſtance which your bleeding 


Country ſtands ſo much i in Need of. 
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So that in caſe they would not wave their Privileges 
in the Manner preſcribed, and protect the Proprietary 
Eſtate gratis, their Country might Bleed to Death if 
it would; for they were not to be permitted to make 
Uſe of their own Money their own Way, to fave 
it. - „ 

One Act of Parliament * there is, and one only, 
which not only admits, that Governors and Deputy- 
Governors may abuſe their Power and oppreſs the Sub- 
ject, but allo affects to provide for the Puniſhment 
of ſuch Oppreſſors. But then the Word Oppréſſion is 
left fo vague and indefinite, that no Subject ever did, 
or can derive any Benefit from it. —Of all the ſeveral 
Species of Oppreſſion, That, now practiſed by this 
Man upon a whole Province, was ſurely the moſt ' 
grievous: And as it required no common Share of 
Firmneſs to Hithſtand it, ſo it required an equal De- 
gree of Prudence to temper that Firmneſs, in ſuch a 
Manner as might obviate all the Miſ-conſtructions and 
M.iſrepreſentations the Miihſtanders had good Reaſon 

to be ſure would be put upon it. | 

* Petitions from vaiious Quarters, and many of them 
of ſuch an oppoſite Tendency that they were irrecon- 
Cileable with each other, poured in upon them. Some 
of the Petitioners declaring themſelves highly ſenſible 
of the Zeal and Diligence the Aſſembly had ſhewn for 
the Intereſt and Welfare of their Conſtituents, in con- 
tending for what ought in Juſtice to be granted. —O- 
thers pretending to pray, that the Houſe would not 
Keep up wnneceſſary Diſputes with the Governor, nor 
by Reaſon of their religious Scruples longer neglect 
the Defence of the Province. Both requiring to have 
Arms put into their Hands. And others expreſſing 
their fervent Deſires that Meaſures might be purſued 
conſiſtent with their peaceable Principles, and that they 
would continue humbly to confide in the Protection 
of that Amigbty Power, which had hitherto been as 
Walls and Bulwarks round about them. 


II and 12 of Vill. 3d. Cap. 12. . 555 
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The Aſſembly received all with Compoſure; and 
reſolved to give all the Satisfaction they could to all. 
—To the Points inforced by the Governor they at- 
tended firſt; and to take off the Panic which pre- 
vailed in the Province, undertook to rectify the Intel- 
ligence he had given, which could not but contribute 


Part of his Speech for Inſtance they told him, They 
could not find by the Letters and Papers he had been 
pleaſed to lay before them, That any ſuch Number 
of French and Indians were encamped on any Part of 
the River $4/quehanna.””— What they admitted was, 
„„ That the Back-ſettlers were greatly alarmed and ter- 

rified ; that Cruelties had been committed on the In- 


etaries at Albany but the Year before: That, per- 
haps, there might be a few of the French Mohawks 


ſaid, by a large Number of Indians and French from 
Fort Du Queſne, with a Deſign of dividing themſelves 

into Parties, in order to fall on. the Back Settlements, 
of Penſylvania AND Virginia: And that the Indians, 
ſtill inclined to preſerve their Alliance with the Pro- 
vince, ſeemed on the other Hand, as much terrified, 


leſt provoked with theſe Hoſtilities, the Eugliſb gene- 


and Judgment was, in their Opinion requiſite, in con- 
ducting their Indian Affairs at that critical Conjune- 
ture: That as the Six Nations were in Alliance with 
the Crown of Great Britain, and Numbers of them 
then acting with great Fidelity and Bravery under Ge- 
neral Johnſon, it ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary on their 


jury the Delawares or Shawancſe had ever received 
from Penſylvania, and by what Means their Affec- 
. i | tions 


\ 
FM 


greatly to the Increaſe of it.— In their Reply to that | 


habitants by the Delaware and Shawaneſe Indians, 
principally within the Lands purchaſed by the Propri- 


among them; but this was not very clear; and that 
theſe were to be followed, as ſeveral of the Accounts 


rally ſhould revenge upon them the Barbarities ſo 
committed by the Invaders: That therefore great Care 


Part to make it their Requeſt to the Governor to be 
informed, Whether he knew of any Diſguſt or In- 


282 An Heiforical REVIEW, &c. 

tions could be ſo alienated, as, not only to take up 
the Hatchet againſt the ſaid Province, in Breach of 
their Dependence on the Six Nations, by whom they 
Had been ſo long ſince ſubdued, but allo of the friendly. 
Interviews and Treaties, which they (the Penſyſva- 
miang) had ſo repeatedly and very /ately held both with 
chem and the Six united Nations, both before and 


after the Defection of Part of the Shawaneſe, for 2 


whom they had particularly interpoſed their good Of- 
fices, in procuring the Liberty and ſending home a 

Number of their People, as it was apprehended, r 
ts their Satisfaction? As alſo, Whether he had any 
Knowledge of the Inclination of the ſaid Six Nations, 
or what Part they had taken in relation to this cruel 
Incurſion, of the Delawares and Shawaneſe ? They | 
farther deſired him to lay before them the Indian 
Treaty held at Philadelphia in the September preced- 
ing; and declared themſelves diſpoſed and reſolved to 
do every Thing in their Power, if it ſhould appear 
they had fultained any Injury at their Hand, to regain 
their Affections, rather than by any N eglect or Refu- 
fal of that Juſtice which was due both to them and 
all their Indian Allies, entail upon themſelves and 


their Poſterity the Calamities of a crucl Indian 


War, of which they apprehended there would other- 
wife be but too much Danger: 

And the Governor, the ſame Afternoon, Gadling 
down another Meſſage, importing, That the Ene- 
my had fallen upon the Settlements at a Place called 
the Great Cove, and ſlaughtered or made Priſoners ſuch 
of the Inhabitants as could not make their Eſcape: 
That thoſe adjoining were quitting their Habitations 


and retreating inwards : And that he muſt therefore 


moſt earneſtly preſs them to ſtrengthen his Hands and 
enable him ſpeedily to draw forth the Forces of the 
Province, as any Delay might be attended with the 
moſt fatal Conſequences; They took the ſame into 
' immediate Conſideration, and granted Sixty Thouſand 

| Pounds to the Kings Vie, to be l in Bills of 
Credit, 
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Credit, and ſunk by a Tax of Six Pence per Pound and 
es Shillings per Head, yearly, for four Years, laid 
on all the Eſtates, real and perſonal, and Taxables 
within the Province; and on the fourth Day after- 
wards ſent itup to the Governor for his Aſſent, who, 
moſt unwarrantably and cruelly took Advantage of the 
Terrors which had ſeized upon the Province, and 
which he himſelf had helped to accumulate, to re- 
ject it immediately; urging, that it was of the ſame 
Kind with one he had formerly refuſed his Aſent to. 
And that it was not conſiſtent either with his Daty or 
his Safety, to exceed, in Matters of Government, the 
Powers of his Commiſf ion, much leſs to do what his 
- Commiſſion expreſiy prohibited.” So that his own 
Safety with regard to his Bond and his Commiſſion were 
put into the Scale againſt the Safety of the Province; 
and his Duty to the Proprietaries againſt his Duty to 
the King and the Public; which ſhews, in one Word, 
that the whole Biaſs of ſuch Government 1 18 excentri- 
cal and unnatural. 
His firſt Duty was to concur with the Aſſembly i in 
whatever was neceſſary for the good and happy Go- 
vernment of the Province: The Neceflity of the 
Grant in queſtion even for the Preſervation of the Pro- 
vince, had been the Burden of every one of his 
Speeches and Meſlages. So preſſing was the Extre- 
mity, ſo imminent the Danger, ſo terrifying the Con- 
fuſion, that the leaſt Delay on the Side of the Aſſem- 
bly had been repreſented as productive of the moſt 
fatal Conſequences : And yet the ſmalleſt Proprietary 
_ Conſideration could induce the Governor to act as if 
he did not believe one Word he had ſaid, or had the 
leaſt Concern about any other Conlideration whatſo- 
ever. 
Whether the Proprietaries ought to be maed or not 
he would no longer diſpute. ** It was ſufficient for 


him, he ſaid, that they had given him no Power in 


that Caſe : He reproached them with having ſat ſix 
Days, and inſtead of ſtrengthening his Hands in that 
Interval, with having ſent him a Meſſage, for re- 
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= gaining the Affections of the Indians then 1 | 
in laying waſte the Country, and-butchering the In- 
habitants.“ But then he choſe to forget entirely their 
Application to him at their firſt Sitting, for ſuch In- 
telligence as they might then have proceeded to Bu- 
ſineis upon, and his expreſs Declaration, when they 
propoſed an Adjournment to him,“ That he had no 
Buſineſs to impart to them.” — He, nevertheleſs, 
added, That, upon the repeated Accounts he had 
received of the miſerable Situation of the Back Coun- 
ties, his Council had #nanimonfly adviſed him to re- 
Pair thither himſelf, to put Things in the beſt 
Order poſſible; and that he had hitherto declined it, 
that he might firſt know, what they had to propoſe 
on this Occaſion : But that having now received a 
Bill from them which they well knew he could not give 
His Conſent to, he deſpaired of their doing any Thing, 
ſo ſhould immediately ſet off for the Back Counties; | 
That if the People there had not all the Aſſiſtance 
their preſent Diſtreſſes made neceſſary, it would not. 
de for Want of Inclination in him, but of Power: 
that he ſhould take a Quorum of the Council with 
bim; and that, in Caſe they ſhould have any Bills 
to propoſe that were conſiſtent with the Duties of his 
Station, and the zuſt Rights of Government, he ſhould 
readily give his Conſent to them whenever they were 
brought to him.“ | 
T This Menace of immediately ſetting off tor the Back- 
Counties, was alſo another Piece of Practice on the 
Fears of the Aſſembly : But whatever Effect it had 
without Doors, it does not appear to have had much 
within : On the contrary, the Aſſembly deputed two 
of their Members, to know his determinate Refolu- 
tion, © Whether he would or would not paſs the 
Bill?“ And in the latter Caſe, ** to deſire him to re- 
turn it to the Houſe.” This Meſſage was verbal: 
And he evaded a preſent Reply by ſaying, That if 


the Houſe would ſend him a Meſſage in icing on 


that Head, he would return them an Anſwer. Add- 
ing, That he ſhould 20 return the ſaid Bill.? 
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A written Meſſage was hereupon taken into Con- 
ſideration; but before it could be perfected, another 
from the Governor was brought down by the Secre- 
tary, importing, That the Indians living upon the 
Syſquebanna, amounting in all to about 300 fighting 
Men, had applied to him, to put the Hatchet into 
their Hands in Conjunction with the Provincial For- 
ces, and to be furniſned with Arms, Ammunition, 
Proviſions, and ſtrong Houſes, for the Protection of 
their old Men, Women, and Children: That they 
had deſired an explicit Anſwer without farther Delay, 
that they might either prepare to act with the Pro- 
vince, or provide for their own Security: That they 
had aſſured him this would be the laſt Application 
they ſhould make: And that in Caſe it did not ſue- 
ceed, they ſnould leave them as an infatuated People 
to the Mercy of their Enemies: That he could not but 
look upon this as one of the molt important Matters 
that ever came under their Conſideration; as it could 
not be ſuppoſed theſe Indians would expoſe themſelves 
to the Fury of an Enemy ſo ſuperior to themſelves, 
unleſs they were vigorouſly ſupported ; and as a Re- 
fuſal would unavoidably throw them into the Arms 
of the French: That how fatal this muſt prove to the 
Inhabitants of Penhlvania and all the Engliſh Colo- 
| nies, they could not be ignorant: That he was ready 
and deſirous to do any Thing conſiſtent with his Duty 
to the Crown for the Protection and Aſſiſtance, as well 

of thoſe their Allies, as of the ſaid Inhabitants; and 
that upon this important Affair, and at the preſſing 

Inſtances of theſe Indians, he had put off his Journey 
to the Back-Settlements, altho' he conceived his Pre- 
ſence among them at that Time to be extremely ne- 
n 0 | 55 

Thus the Defeat of one Expedient made way for 
the Trial of another; and what the Governor's Set 
F could not effect, was to be re- attempted by this 
Pub .. e 3 
The Aſſembly, however, were equally proof a- 
gainſt both: And having adjuſted a ſeparate Anſwer 
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to each ſent them up the next Day (Nov. 11.) by 
the ſame Meſſengers. 

In the firſt they Ggnified, © That they had come to- 
gether with the ſincereſt Diſpoſition to avoid, if poſ- 
fible, all Diſputes whatſoever with the Governor: 
That they were deeply affected with the Diſtreſſes of 
the Frontier Country, and determined to do every 
Thing that could be expected of them for the public 
Safety: That they had immediately voted a large Sum 

for the King's Service, and provided a Fund for ſink- 
ing the whole within five Years as recommended by 
the Governor : That, as the Colony had been found- 
ed on Maxims of Peace, as they had fo long main- 
tained an uninterrupted Friendſhip with the Natives, 
and as the French had already gained the Delawares 
and Shawaneſe to their Intereſt, they thought it was 
but natural for them to enquire what Cauſe of Com- 
plaint had been adminiſtered to them, and to expreſs 
their Readineſs to do them Juſtice, before Hoſtilities 
were returned, and the Breach was grown wider: That 
for their better Information, and without intending 
the leaſt Offence to the Governor, they had applied 
for the laſt Treaty: That their Meſſage to this Effect 
Was ſent upon the ſecond Day after their entering upon 
Buſineſs; and that the Governor had not till then 
vouchſafed them an Anſwer.” Coming then to the 
Bill, They ſuggeſted an Apprehenſion, that the 
Governor's immediate Refuſal of it, becauſe it was of 
the ſame Kind with one he. had before refuſed, aroſe 
from his not having allowed himſelf Time to conſider 
of it.” Adding, That indeed all Bills for raiſing 
Money were ſo far of the ſame Kind; but this differed 
greatly, from every former Bill which had been of- 
fered him: That all the Amendments (of any. Con- 


'® Scea ; Pampbler written in > Pork ene, 5 lately publiſhed . ' 
here, intituled, An Enquiry into the Cauſes of the Alienation of 
the Delaware and Shawane/e Indians from the Britiſb Intereſt,” 
Ke. wherein will be found what Reaſon the Aſſembly bad to ful. 


pect thoſe Indians might have been injuriouſiy treated by the Pro- | 
: Prietaries and their Agents, 


. © ſequence) 
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ſequence) which. he had propoſed to the laſt Bill he 
had refuſed, ſave that for totally exempting the Pro- 
prietary Eſtate, had been admitted in this: That 
being as deſtrous as the Governor to avoid any diſpute 
on that Head, they had even ſo framed the Bill, as 
to fubmit it entirely to his Majeſty's Royal Determi- 
nation, whether that Eſtate had or had not a Right to 
ſuch Exemption : That ſo much Time was allowed 
by the Bill, that the King's Pleaſure might poſſibly 
be known even before the firſt Aſſeſſment: That it 
was farther provided, that if at any Time during the 
Continuance of the Act, the Crown ſhould declare 
the faid Eſtate exempt as aforefaid, in ſuch Cafe the Tax, 
* tho? aſſeſſed, ſhould not be levied, or if levied ſhould 
be refunded, and replaced by an additional Tax on 
the Province: That they could not conceive any 
Thing more fair and reaſonable than this, or that the 
Governor would or could ſtart any Objection to it: 
fince the Words in his Commiſſion, which he was 
pleaſed to ſuppoſe contained an expreſs Prohibition to 
his paſſing ſuch a Bill, did not appear to them to have 
any ſuch Meaning: That if it was one of the 7 
' Rights of Government, that the Proprietary Eſtate 
ſhould not be taxed for the common Defence of all 
Eſtates in the Province, thoſe juſt Rights were well 
underſtood in England, the Proprietaries were on the 
Spot to plead their own Cauſe, or, if as remote as 
they (the Aſſembly) were, might ſafely confide in his 
' Majeſty's known Wiſdom and Juſtice : That the E- 
quity of their being taxed, had appeared fo plain even 
to their beſt Friends there, that they had entered into 


„ Provided always, That nothing herein contained, ſhall extend, 
+ © or be. conſtrued to extend, to give you any Power or Authority, to 
do, perform, act, ſuffer, acquieſce in, or conſent or agree unto, 
any Act, Matter or Thing whatſoever, by Means or Reaſon 
whereof, we, or either of us, or the Heirs of us, or of either of us, 
may be hurt, prejudiced, impeached, or incumbered, in our or 
"© their, or either of our or their "Royalties, Juriſdictions, Proper- 
_ © ties, Eſtate, Right, Title or Intereſt, of, in or to, the ſaid Pro- 
 _ © vince qr Counties, or any Part of them.“ | 5 
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a voluntary Subſcripticn to pay their ſuppoſed Quota 


for them, in full Aſſurance, that if they had 


been preſent, they would have done the ſame 


themſelves, and would repay what ſhould be fo ad- 


vanced for them: That if the Proprietaries had any 


of this Zeal for the Service about them, this Bill if 


paſſed, would give them a happy Opportunity of ma- 
nifeſting it, by becoming Solicitors to the King for 


his Approbation, and refuſing to petition for an Ex- 
emption: And that fince the Right of Exemption 
contended for on their Behalf, could never be ſettled 
between the Governor and Aſſembly, the Bill tranſ- 


ferred the Cauſe thither berg only it could be de- 


cided.” . 
The Reſidue of this Piece contains * full, ſo N 


and fo affecting a Re- capitulation of the whole Diſ- 
pute, and ſets the ſelfiſh Conduct of the Proprietaries 
and their Deputy in ſo clear a Light, that Leave mult 


be taken to inſert it verbatim. 
Our Aſſemblies have of late had. 10 many Supply 5 


Hills, and of ſuch different Kinds, rejected on various 


Pretences; ſome for not comply ing with obſolete oc- 
« caſional Inſtructions (tho other Acts exactly of the 


ſame Tenor had been paſt fnce thoſe Inſtructions, | 


and received the Royal Aﬀenr; z) ſome for being in- 
* conliſtent with the ſuppoſed Spirit of an A of Par- 


$ Lament, when the A itſelf did not any Way affect 
© us, being made expreſly for other Colonies ; ſome 
for being, as the Governor was en to ſay, 
4 of an extraordinary Nature, wit 


out informing 
us, wherein that extraordinary Nature conſiſted; and 


_ © others for diſagreeing with acm diſcovered Meanings, 
and forced Conſtructious of a Clauſe in the Proprie- 


* tary Commiſſion; that we are now really at a Loſs to 


divine what Bill can poſſibly paſs." The Proprietary 


* Inſtructions are Secrets to us; and we may ſpend 
much Time, and much of the public Money, in 


preparing and framing Bills for Supply, which, 5 DE >, 
© all, muſt, from thoſe Inſtructions, prove abortie?. 
0 {If 1 we are thus to be driven ron Bill to Bill, with- 


out 
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out one ſolid Reaſon afforded us; and can raiſe no 
Money for the King's Service, and Relief or Se- 


curity of our Country, till we fortunately hit on 


the ozly Bill the Governor is allowed to paſs, or till 


we conſent to make ſuch as the Governor or Proprie- 


 taries direct us to make, we ſee little Uſe of Afem- 


plies in this Particular; and think we might as well 


leave it to the Governor or Proprietaries to make for 


us what Supply Laws they pleaſe, and ſave ourſelves . 
and the Country the Expence and Trouble. All De- 

bares and all Reafonings are vain, where Proprie- 
tary Inſtructions, juſt or unjuſt, right or wrong, 
mult inviolably be obſerved. We have only to find 
out, if we can, what they are, and then ſubmit and 
obey. But ſurely the Proprietaries Conduct, whe- 
ther as Fathers of their Country, or Subjects to their 


King, muſt appear extraordinary, when it is con- 


ſidered that they have not only formally refuſed to 
bear any Part of our yearly heavy Expences in cul. 

tivating and maintaining Friendſhip with the In- 
dians, tho? they reap ſuch immenſe Advantages by - 


that Friendſhip; but they now, by their Lieute- 


nant, refuſe to contribute any Part towards reſiſting 


an Ivafion of the King's Colony, committed to their 


Care; or to ſubmit their Claim of Exemption to the 
Deciſion of their Sovereign. 1 0 
ln fine, we have the moſt ſenſible Concern for the 
pace diſtreſſed Inhabitants of the Frontiers. We 


have taken every Step in our Power, conſiſtent with 


the juſt Rights of the Freemen of Pen/ylvania, for their 


Relief, and we have Reaſon to believe, that in the 
Midſt of their Diftreffes they themſelves do not wiſh 


us to go farther. Thoſe who would give up eſſential 


Liberty, to purchaſe a little —_— Safety, DE- 


SERVE neither Liberty nor Safety. ch as were 
inclined to defend themſelves, but unable to pur- 


* chaſe Arms and Ammunition, have, as we are in- 


formed, been ax - yu with both, as far as Arms 
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could be procured, out of Monies given by the laſt 
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| Aſſembly for the King's Uſe; and the large Supply 
of Money offered by this Bill, might enable the Ga- 
. vernor to do every Thing elſe that ſhould be judged 
'* neceſſary for their further Security, if he ſhall think 
© fit to accept it. Whether he could, as he ſuppoſes, 
&« if his Hands had been properly ſtrengthened, have 
put the Province into ſuch a Poſture of Defence, as 
might have prevented the preſent Miſchiefs,” ſeems 
to us uncertain ; ſince late Experience in our neigh- 
_© bouring Colony of Virginia (which had every Ad- 
© yantage for that Purpoſe that could be deſired) ſhows 
clearly, that it is next to impoſſible to guard effec- 
tually an extended Frontier, ſettled by ſcattered jingle 
Families at two or three Miles Diſtance, ſo as to ſe- 
cure them from the inſiduous Attacks of ſmall Par- 
ties of Hulking Murderers: But thus much is 
certain, that by refuſing our Bills from Time to 
Time, by which great Sums were ſeaſonably offer- 
ed, he has rejefed all the Strength that Money could 
450 him; and if his Hands are ſtill weak or unable, 
he ought only to blame himſelf, or thoſe who have 
. | 
* If the Governor proceeds on his . and 
takes a Quorum of his Council with him, we hope, 
ſince he retains our Bill, that it will be ſeriouſly and 
duly conſidered by them; and that the ſame Regard 
for the public Welfare which induced them unani- 
mouſly to adviſe his intended Journey, will induce 
if Hem as unanimouſly to adviſe his Aſſent. We a- 
« gree therefore to his keeping the Bill, earneſtly re- 
b queſting he would re- conſider it attentively; and 
© ſhall be ready at any Time to meet him for the Pur- 
25 of enacting 1 it into a Law.“ | 
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had a Paſſage to be found better worth the Ve- 
Teration of Freemen, than this, Thoſe who would 
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could a Leſſon of more Utility have been laid at that 
Criſis before the Penſylvanians. | 
And as tothe other Meſſage of the Aſſembly which | 
was ſent up together with this, it was ſo ſolid and 

conciſe that i it will not bear an Abridgment. 


e May it pleaſe tbe Pn 
We have conſidered the Governor's Mcfiage of 
© Yeſterday, relating to the Application and preſſing 


| © Inſtances of the Indians, and are glad to find, that 


© he is at length prevailed on to declare himſelf 
* ready and deſirous to do any Thing, conſiſtent with 


c his Duty to the Crown, for the Protection and 


* Aſſiſtance, as well of our Allies, as of the Inha- 
e bitants of this Province in general,” We never 


| © have, and we hope never ſhall, deſire him to do 
any Thing inconſiſtent with that Duty. He has it 
a now in his Power to do what he may think the Exi 


* gence requires, for the Service of the Crown, the 


Protection of our Allies, and of the Inhabitants of 


the Province. As Captain-General, he has, by the 
1 Royal Charter, full Authority to raiſe Men; and 
« the Bill now in his Hands, granting Sixty Thouſend 
« Pounds, will enable him to pay the, Expences. We 
grant the Money chearfully, tho? the Tax to fink it 


Will be a heavy one; and we hope the Bill will re- 
ceive his Aſſent eee * | 


With both, a Bill was ſent up, fac ſupplying 5 


; Weſtern and Northern Indians, F riends and Allies 
of Great-Britain, with Goods at more eaſy Rates, 


ſupporting an Agent, or Agents among them, and 
Soar, Abuſes in the Indian Trade, to which the 
overnor's Aſſent was deſired. 
The Governor's. Anſwer was, That he would 


. « take the ſame into Conſideration, and give it all the 
_ © Diſpatch in his Power.?—Buc whatever he was pleaſ- 


ed to ſay, both his Head and his Heart were at this 


Time, taken up With. other Purpoſes; how Juſt i in 


themſelves, how agreeable to his Commillions, and how 
| VU 2 . 8 Halucary 


for the Claims of the Aſſe 


cipal Inhabitants of that City. 
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ſalutary to the Province, the Sequel will moſt proper: 


ly explain. 3 2 | | 
In the Courſe of this long and manifold Contro- 


verſy, the Proceedings of Parhament had been fre- 


quently referred to; and the Rights of the Houſe of 
Commons as frequently urged by Way of Sanction 

e A bly ng now the Pro- 
prietary-Party or Governor's-Men, (for wherever there 
is Influence, there ſuch Creatures will always be found) 
being defirous alſo in their Turn, to avail themfelves 
of their Reading, had Recourſe it may be preſumed 
to the famous Kentiſb Petition in the Year 1701, as a 
proper Precedent for them to — — upon, in hector- 
ing the Aſſembly into ſuch Meaſures, as they could 
not be prevailed upon to adopt, by any other 
A et rf 
Willing, however, to give their Copy the Air of an 
Original, they choſe to repreſent to their Repreſenta- 
tives, rather than to petition; and whereas the Ren- 
tiſh Petition humbly implored, Theſe came with a po- 


Jidtive and immediate Demand. 


The Mayor of Philadelphia took the Lead in this 


turbulent Tranſaction, and found 133 Inconſiderates, 


to follow him, under the Name of ſeveral of the prin- 


To the Aſſembly it was preſented, the very Day 
after the two Meſſages, juſt recited, were left with the 


Governor, — At a Time when a bold and barbarous 


Enemy has advanced within ab⁰,E too Miles of this 


Metropolis, [the Governor had faid 80] carrying 


Murder and Deſolation along with them;* (thus pom- 
ouſly it began) — , we ſhould think ourſelves great- 
ly wanting, &c. if we did not thus publickly join 


dur Names to the Number of thoſe who are requeſt - 
ing you to paſs a Law in order to put the Province 
into a Poſture of Defence, e. 5 


* 


A Militia by Law is the Meaſure they afterwards 


contend for: And to ſhew how Men differ from them- 


ſelves according to Circumftances and Situations, the 


| Government-Do#rine here was, That the proper and 


natural 


3 
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natural Force of every Country was its Militia; with- 
out which 20 Government could ever ſubhiſt itſelf —— 
That no Sums of Money however great could an- 
ſwer the Purpoſes of Defence without ſuch a Law, 
And it was in theſe very Words, they had the Te- 
merity to inforce their Point. | 


We hope we ſhall always be enabled to preſerve. 
that Refpect to you, which we would willingly pay 
to thoſe who are the faithful Repreſentatives of the 
Freemen of this Province. But, on the ' preſent 
: Occaſion, you will forgive us, Gentlemen, if we 
aſſume Characters ſomething higher than that of 
humble Suitors, praying for the Defence of our Lives 
and Properties, as a Matter of Grace and Favour 
on your Side: You will permit us to make a poſitive 
and immediate Demand of it, as a Matter of perfect 
and unalienable Right on our own Parts, both by 
the Laws of God and Man.“ 1 5 


As alſo; again afterwards. 


Upon the Whole, Gentlemen, we muſt be per- 
mitted to repeat our Demand, that you will imme- 
diately frame and offer a Law for the Defence of the 
Province, in ſuch a Manner as the preſent Exigency 
requires. The Time does not permit many Hands to 
be put to this Repreſentation. But if Numbers are 
neceſſary, we truſt we ſhall neither want a ſufficient 
Number of Hands nor Hearts, to ſupport and ſecond 
us, TILL. we finally obtain ſuch a reaſonable De- 
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Io a Committee it was referred, together with the 
_ Addreſs from certain of the People called Quakers, 
(recommending peaceable Meaſures, and inſinuating, 
that otherwiſe many as well as themſelves would be 


under a Neceſſity to /uffer rather than to pay) and that 
concerning unneceſſary Diſputes with the Governor, as 
containing fry 3 of an extraordinary . | 
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for Conſideration ; and in the mean Time, the Houſe 
< plyed the Governor with Meſſage after Meſſage, 
concerning the Bill for regulating their Indian Trade, 
and that for the Supply. — Both Parties apparently 
wanted to gain Time. It was equally dangerous for 
the Aſſembly to provoke or parley with a Multitude. 
And nothing but new Matter from the Frontier 


could give the Governor any new Advantage over 


them. | | 
His Anſwer to the Aſſembly on the 14th (of No- 
vember) was, That he had given the Bill relating 
to the Indian Trade to his Clerk to tranſcribe :? And 
that, as to the other, He was then reconſidering * 
according to the Requeſt of the Houſe; and when 
he came to any Reſolution upon it, the Houſe might 
expect his final Anſwer z but he did not know when 
that would be.? . 
At laſt, on the en chart is to y Ader having | 
been again quickened by another Meſſage, he ſent 
down. the Latter with a-Paper of Amendments, and 
a written Meſſage different both in Matter and Man- 
ner from, but altogether as illuſory as the former. 
For, having maintained, as before, That he was not 
authorized by his Commiſion to paſs ſuch a Bill, 
and yet agreed with the Aſſembly, That their Dif- 
pute muſt; in the' End, be determined by his Majeſty, 
he changed his Objection from the 7. bing to-the Mode, 
which he argued was unprecedented, and, in Effect, 


5 impracticabfe: For, he ſaid, The King could not 


properly give his Aﬀent to ſome Parts of an Act and 
reject others: and he then ſuggeſted another Expe- 
dient; namely, for the Houſe to adopt his own 
Amendments ſent down with the Bill, by which the 
Proprietary Eſtate was entirely exempted 3 and to 
prepare and paſs another Bill, whereby the ſaid Eſtate 

was to be taxed in the fame: Proportion with every 


bother Eſtate, only not by  Afefſors choſen” by the 


People, but by Commiſſioners reciprocally choſen by 
himſelf and the Aſſembly, and alſo named in the Bill; 
TT. with a ann 9 chat the —_— | 
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ſhould nof take Effect till it had received his Majeſty's 
Approbation: All was cloſed with a Sort of Proteſta- 
tion, That nothing but an implicit Confidence in his 
Majeſty's Goodneſs and Juſtice, that he would diſap- 
prove it if it was wrong, and his own moſt ſincere and 
ardent Deſire of doing every Thing in his Power for 


the Good and Security of the People committed to 


his Care, could have induced him to paſs a Law in 
any Shape for taxing the ſaid Eſtate ;' and a Pre- 


deciſion, That, if they were equally ſincere and 


cqually affected with the Diſtreſſes and Miſeries of 


their bleeding Country, they could have no Objection 


to this Method of affording immediate Succour and 


Relief.“ 


What the Doctrine was, eſtabliſhed in ob Pro- 


vince, concerning Suſpending Clauſes, is already be- 


8 


fore the Reader, and conſequently the Inference, in 
caſe the Aſſembly had been weak enough to ſwallow 
the Bait thus hung out for them. But they were: 


neither to be ſo amuſed by him, nor ſo terrified by his 


Allies without Doors, as either to forego the Uſe of 
their Underſtandings, or to act with their iy pen 
as if they had no Eyes at all. | 

Having. therefore, ſufficiently canvaſſed the Mat- | 
ter, they firſt reſolved, That they would adhere to 
their Bill without admitting any of the Governor's 
propoſed Amendments; and then, to make him ſen- 
fible, That they alſo had ſome Artillery to ply, as 
well as he, they farther reſolved, That, in caſe the 
Governor ſhould perſiſt in refuſing his Aſſent to their 
Bill, which was ſo juft and equitable” in its Nature, 
and fo abſolutely neceſſary at that Time for the Wel- 
fare of the Briti/h Intereſt in America, after he ſhould! 
receive the Anſwer of the Houfe to his Meſſage then 


under Conſideration, they would make their Appeal 


to the Throne by Remonſtrance, humbly: beſeeching 


his Majeſty to cauſe their preſent Governor to be re- 


moved, or take ſuch other Meaſures as mights pre- 


vent the fatal Ar ny to en n his 


wh. U 4 + | This 


This Vote was unanimous : And they farther took 


Notice in their Minutes of ſome Diſſatisfaction ex- 


preſſed at an Indian Treaty held in the Year 1733 by 
one of the Chiefs of the SHawaneſe, and ſome Promiſe 
made to him on the Behalf of the Proprietarits, which 
had not been complied with. _ 

The Governor, on the other Hand, fent down the 
Secretary with Intelligence of another Maſſacre com- 
mitted by the Indians at a Place called Tulpehacker ; 
and in a written Meſſage farther obſeryed on the Sup- 
. ply Bill, he had returned, That no Money could be 
iſſued in Virtue of it till the next January; before 

which the greateſt Part of the Province might be laid 
Waſte aa the People deſtroyed.or driven from their 
Habitations: Thence proceeded to demand an imme- 
diate Supply of Money ; and concluded with a Signifi- 
cation, That, ſhould they enable him to raiſe Money 
on the preſent Occaſion, a Law founded on the Act 
of Parliament for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, 
| would be abſolutely neceſſary for the Government 
of them, when not joined with his Majeſty” s regular 
Troops. 
This was no ſooner read than the Houſe adjuſted 
their Anſwer. to his former Meſſage z in which, 
They maintained the Propriety of their Bill in Point 
of Mode as well as Matter: That Conditional or Al- 
ternative Clauſes were far from being unprecedented: 
That the Act was ſo conſtructed as to be complete either 
Way: That, on the contrary, in purſuing the other 
Method recommended, of paſſing Two Bills diametri- 
cally contradictory to each other, in the ſame Breath, 
they might be juſtly charged with doing what would 
be not only unprecedented and abſurd, but what would 
| infallibly ſecure the End aimed at by the Governor, 
Jo wit, Exempting the Proprietaries from Taxation: 
That, as to the Expedient of aſſeſſing the Pruprietary 
Eſtate by Commiſioners inſtead of Aſeſfers,” they did 
not ſee the Neceffity of it: That the Lords of Par- 
| Hament had, in the Year 1692, propoſed- a like 
* to a ans wy but finding it could 
| not 
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not be carried, had dropped it then and never revived 
it ſince: That it was one of the moſt valuable Righta 
of Britiſ Subjects to have their Money Bills accepted 
without Amendments; a Right not to be given up 
without deſtroying the Conſtitution and incurring greater 
and more laſting Mziſchiefs than the Grant of Money 

could prevent: That of the Twenty Amendments 
offered by the Governor to the 50,0007. Bill of the 
_ boſs Aſſembly, the preſent Aſſembly had admitted 
every one of them that was of any Conſequence into 
the preſent Bill, - merely for the Sake of avoiding all 
Diſpute, except That of exempting the Proprietary _ 
Eſtate; and even That had been ſo modified as they 
imagined no Objection could remain: That they 
found, however, in this Inſtance, how endleſs it 
was to admit ſuch Changes; ſeeing the Governor 
now wanted to amend his own Amendments, add to 
| his own Additions, and alter his own Alterations; fo 
that, though they ſhould now accede to Theſe, they 
could not he ſure of being ever the nearer to a Con- 
cluſion: That, as the Paſſing the propoſed ſeparate 
Bill was equally inconſiſtent with the Governor's Con 
ſtruction of the Probibitory Clauſe in his Commiſſion, 
which he ſeemed now to have got over; ſo they 
hoped he would not, for the Sake of a mere Opinion, 
concerning Mode and Propriety, any longer refuſe a a 
Bill of ſo great Importance to his Majeſty's Service, 
and even the Proprietary Eſtate, going daily to Ruin, 
as well as the Relief of the Province: And that the 
| ſame implicit Confidence in his Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
which induced him to paſs ſuch a Bill in any Shape, 
might alſo encourage him to believe, that any little 
Impropriety, if any there was, would be graciouſly 
poaſſed over: That, if there could be any Doubts, 
which was moſt affected with the Miſeries of the Pro- 
vince z they, who were molt of them Natives of it, 
and who had all of them their Eſtates there, or he, 2 
Stranger among them; a Conſideration of the max 
Bills they had offered in vain for its Relief, and their 
earneſt Endeavours to give ſuch greatSums to that oo 
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would ſolve them all : And that, upon the Whole, 


* 


the Houſe adhered to their Bill without Amendments; 
becauſe it was a Money-Bill; becauſe the whole Sum 


was granted to the Crown and to be paid out of the 
Pockets of the Subject; and becauſe it was in their 


Judgments a reaſonable one: Laſtly, they made it 


their Requeſt, That ſince, at ſuch a Time as that, 


Diſputes and Contentions between different Parts of the 


Government could not but be extremely prejudicial 
both to the King's Service and the Welfare of the 
Country, they might thenceforth be laid aſide; and 
that the Governor by Paſling this juſt and equitable 
Bill would lay the Foundation of ſuch an Agreement 
as might conduce to the general Benefit of "all con- 
cerned,” and prevent the Neceſſity they ſhould other- 


wife be under, of making an immediate Application - 


and Complaint againſt him to their Sovereign.” | 
They accompanied this Meſſage with certain Ex- 
tracts from the Journals of Parliament, concerning 
the Claims of the Lords and the Perſeverance of the 
Commons in rejecting them: They alſo, in a ſeparate 


Meſſage, applied for Information concerning the 


Shawaneſe Affair beforementioned ; and, in a farther 


| Mefſage, they apprized him, That their Treaſury 


was quite exhauſted by the heavy Expences lately 
incurred, and that they knew of no Way of raiſing 
Money ſo expeditiouſly as That propoſed by the Bill 
then before the Governor. After which they ſub- | 


Joined the following Expreſſions, It is true, 
the Money intended to be ſtruck, may not be cur- 


ec rent before the thirty-firſt of December ; but as 
a that is not more than fix Weeks, there is no Doubt 


«©. but that Labour, Service, and any Thing elſe that 2, 


£© Money can purchaſe among us, may be had on 
Exedit for ſo ſhort ' Time, if the Bill paſſes; at 5 


* jn Conſideration of the Neceſſity of affording timely | 


« Afiftance to the diftreſſed Inhabitants in the Back 
«© "Counties, we fincerely hope, and once more earneſtly | 
ar entreat, that the Oe wap n ne refuſe or 


& delay his Aﬀent te 1. ese 
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At this Time the Houſe had a Militia Bill under 
their Conſideration, framed in Compliance with the 
Requeſt of ſundry Petitions they had received, ſetting 
forth, That the Petitioners were very willing to de 
fend themſelves and Country, and deſirous of being 
formed into regular Bodies for that Purpoſe, under 


proper Officers, with legal Authority:“ Ihe Bill 


therefore was, as the Title expreſſed, for the better 
ordering and regulating ſuch as are willing and de- 
« firons of being united for military Purpoſes. It 
gave theſe the Powers they deſired, without compell- 


ing others who might be conſcientiouſly againſt bear- 

ing Arms. In which Reſpect it conformed with 

the Governor's eee Recommendation often re- 
ea, 5 2 

1 This Bill was ſent up to him on the twenty firſt ; 

and, at the ſame Time, the Houſe called upon bim 

for his Reſult on the Bills already before him. 


Nothing is more true, than, that the more clearly : 


and unanſwerably you convince a Man that he is in 
the wrong, the more you exaſperate him againſt you: 


And never was any Truth more ſtrongly illuſtrated! 


than this appears to have been in the Perſon of this 


high and mighty Governor.—He could not forgive 


the Aſſembly, becauſe they had put him out of Con- 
ceit with himſelf. And, the poorer he found himſelf 
in Arguments, the more ſtrongly his Paſſions excited 
him to make Uſe of Invectives. Invective became his 
only Reſource then? And the little Power he had over 
himſelf yet farther ſhewed how unfit he was t be a 
Governor. 

Having pivriounced his Propoſal to the 2 to 
be a reaſonable one, and declared himſelt no lefs 
aſtoniſded than grieved that they ſhould reject it; and. 
more eſpecially, as their 2e. Argument for ſo doing 

was founded on a new and loft Claim of Privi- 
lege, he endeavours both to prove the Novelty and 


account for the Aſſumption of it, by faying, © It had 
never been heard of, tilt towards the Cloſe of Mr. 


Hamilus 8 nnn and that the Aſſembly 


being 
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being then preſſed on the Subject of Defence, firſt in- 
troduced and have ſince continued their Claim; either 
wholly to avoid giving Money for Warlike Purpoſes, 
or to arrogate unwarrantable Powers to themſelves.” 
To certain Extracts from the Minutes of the Council, 
| ſent together with this Meſſage to them, he then re- 
ferred for his Proofs, That the Governor's Right to 
amend Money Bills was never till Shen queſtioned ; 

and after upbraiding them, in his Way, for riſking 
the Rejection of ſo important an Act, on Account of 
the Proprietary Exemption, reſolved all their Reaſon. 
for adhering to what he called the indirect and perplexed 
Met bod of their Bill, into their Sovereign Pleaſure to 
Bave it ſo. - The ſame Paragraph contained alſo ſome 
ſtrange Inſinuations, That, not daring to truſt their 
Cauſe on its own Bottam, they had choſen to blend 
both Bills together, that they might have à better 
Chance of having their Chief Governor and his Eſtate 
ſubjected to their Mærey: And what with his implicit 
Confidence, that the Crown, in the common Method, 
Vould neither paſs bat, or any other Law for the Sake 
of the greateſt Sums, , the Proprietary Claim to an 
Exemption was juſt in itſelf; and what with his Fore 
fight of manifeſt Inconveniences that might enſue from 
a total Rejeftion thereof (which he himſelf had never- 
theleſs perſevered in doing) the next Paragraph is 
hardly to be decyphered at all; except that, in the il © 
_ Cloſe of it, he attempts to juſtify his own uncommon = 
Method, by ſaying, © He had ſeparated the two Parts, 
of the Bill, that the Province might be ſerved either 
Way ; [which the Aſſembly had been altogether as 
Provident of before.] Any Au ſurdity in this Method 
he profeſſed himſelf unable to diſcover; and the good- 
natured Conſirufion put upon it by them, of his in- 
tending to ſecure an infallible Exemption to the Pro- 
prietary Eſtate thereby, he ſaid he ſhould leave among 
the Reſt of the groundle/s Charges againſt him. Con- 
deſeend he did, however, to offer one Amendment 
more, P hich, according to him, was to reconcile all; 


namely, by the Addition of the following Words.re SE 


» 
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the Exemption Clauſe propoſed to be added to the firſt 
Bill, To it, The Eſtates of the honourable Tho- 
* mas Penn and Richard Penn, Eſquires, excepted ;z 
© which ſhall be taxed in the Manner directed by a 
particular Law paſſed or to be paſſed for that Pur- 
< pole.” Not willing, however, to reſt the Contro- 
verſy here, he proceeded to declare, That their 
Extracts from the Journals of Parliament proved no- 
thing to the Purpoſe for which they were quoted; the 
Conſtitution of England and the Conſtitution of Pen- 
Hlvania being no MWayfſimilar: That how many ſoever 
of his former Amendments they had admitted, their 
leaving out the moſt material one, made the Propoſal 
of a ſeparate Bill a neceſſary Expedient: So that they 
had no Reaſon for burſting out into ſuch a 1 
Strain of Rhetoric concerning his amending his Amend- 
ments, &c. That, as to the Number of Money-Bills 
he had rejected, they were baz Five in all, and all re- 
jected for ſufficient Reaſons [ſuch as we have ſeen !] 
and that, if they were diſpoſed to relieve their Coun- 
try, they had many other Ways, to which he ſhould 
have no Objeftion.'—Proceeding then to the perſonal 
Topic and his being treated as a Stranger, he takes a 
Retroſpect of their Conduct, with an Intent to ſhew, 
That they had treated Mr. Hamilton, though a Na- 
_ tive, with as many Abuſes as they had treated him: 
And here occurs a Paragraph or two which muſt be 
inſerted verbatim: viz. 11 85 ä 
And here, was J inclined to go beyond my own 
Times, I might begin with reminding you how 
© contemptuouſly you treated the Proprietary Offer of 
Four Hundred Pounds, for erecting a Place of Strength 
on the Ohio, together with an Offer of One Hundred 
Pounds per Annum towards its Support; which Offers 

* 'were made at a Time, when your Concurrence would 
probably have prevented many of the Calamities we 


n no groan under. 


I might alſo obſerve, that when Mr. Hamilton firſt 
called upon you, purſuant to his Majeſty's Orders, 
to grant ſuch Supplies as would enable him to —_ 


95 
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forth the Strength of the Province, and to repel 
© Force by Force, you would not admit that the 
« French Encroachments and Fortifications on the Ohio 
were within our Limits, or his Majeſty's. Domini- 
ons; thereby ſeeking an Excuſe to avoid doing what 
* wasrcquied of yur ET Ee 
He had alſo the Diſingenuity to mention the late 
Defeat of his Majeſty's Forces, in expreſs Terms as 
having happened, for Want of that timely Sup- 
< port and Aſſiſtance which it was in the Power of 
© the Province to have afforded.* And having again 
declared, That he could not recede from his Amend- 
ments, and expreſſed his- Satisfaction at their intended 
Complaint againſt him, he concluded with the two 
following Paragraphs, which are equally inſidious, in- 
jurious, and unbecoming. ß 
Upon the Whole, it appears clear to me, that 
vou never intended that any of your Bills ſhould paſs 
* for raiſing Money to defend the Province; and this 
< ſeems now to be placed beyond all Diſpute, ſince 
* thoſe People, under whoſe Influence you are chiefly 
© known to be, are ſaid to have declared publickly to 
< you, that they would ſooner ſuffer than pay towards 
„ Furpoles. 5 i | Os: 
' © However, I ſhall put one Proof more, both of 
_ © your Sincerity and mine, in our Profeſſions of Re- 
< gard for the Publick, by offering to agree to any 
© Bill, in the preſent Exigency, which it is confiſhent 
< with my Duty to paſs, leſt, before our preſent Diſ- 
© pures can be brought to an Iſſue, we ſhould neither 
have a Privilege to diſpute about, nor a Country to 
%%%öͤͥͤ ↄ ᷣ œÜD ... 8 
Together with this Meſſage, the Secretary alſo 
brought down another altogether as extraordinary, in 
which the Governor acquaints the Houſe, That he 
had conſidered their Bill, for the better ordering and 
regulating ſuch as were willing and deſirous to be 
united. for military Purpoſes within that Province; 
and though there were many Things in it of a very 
extraordinary Nature, and that he was ee 
„„ ould 
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would never anſwer the Purpoſe of defending the 


Province, even if it could be carried into Execution 5 
in any reaſonable Time, which he was afraid it could 
not, yet, to ſhew he was deſirous of doing any Thing 


© that had even a Chance of contributing to the Safety 
of the Province, he ſhould conſent to it in the Shape 


they had ſent it, as it would be entering into new Dif- 


pures, ſhould he amend it properly.” 

And what is, perhaps, more rte ſill, 
; the Governor on the ſame Day, namely, Saturday, 
November 22, received ſome Diſpatches from the 
Proprietaries, the Contents of which he did not com- 
municate to the Houſe till the Monday following; by 


Which Time he was ready to unmaſk ſuch a Varietx 
of Batteries, as he thought would be ſufficient, by 


their very Noiſe alone, fo to intimidate his Antago- 


niſts at leaſt, that they ſhould not preſume to make 
him ſuch a Return to his laſt Meſſage as they had done 


to his former. 


The firſt was a Report from his Council; contain- | 


| ing ſuch a Diſcuſſion of Indian Affairs as was to be 
taken for a Diſcharge in full of the Shawaneſe. Com- 
laints mentioned in a Meſſage from the Aſſembly, at 


their firſt Sitting in CORONER of the Governor . 


Summons. 

The ſecond was a Call upon them to provide for a 
Swarm of French Inhabitants baniſhed out of Nova 

Scotia by Governor Lawrence, and ſent at a Venture to 


| | be diſtributed through the Reſt of his Majefty' s Co- 


lonies along the Continent. 


And the third, not only notified the Receipt. of 


the Proprietaries Diſpatches abovementioned, bur far- 
ther ſpecified, <* That, ſuch was their Care and Re- 
gard for the People, that they had no ſooner received 
the Account he had ſent them of General Braddock's 
Defeat, than they ſent him an Order upon their Re- 
ceiver- General for 5000 l. as a free Gift to the Public, 
to be applied to ſuch Uſes as that Event might make 


.neceſſary for the common Security of the Province: 


| That * had directed the ſaid Receiver-General to 1 * 55 


» 


r 
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the Money ready as ſoon as poſſible; and that it 
ould be paid by fuch Perfons as ſhould be appointed 
by Act of Aſſembly for the Diſpoſition of any Sum 
they might think neceffary to raiſe for the Defence of 
the Province in that Fime of Danger.* Two other 
Clauſes were alſo added: One importing, That this 
timely and generous Inſtance of the Proprietaries Care 
and Anxiety for the Inhabitants, could not fail making 
the moſt laſting Impreſſion upon the Minds of every 
Well-wiſher to that Country: And the other, That 
the Governor upon that Occaſion again recommended it 
to them to lay aſide all Diſputes, and to grant ſuch Sup- 
plies in Addition to what the Proprietaries had given, 
as his Majeſty's Service and the preſſing Exigencies of 
the Province required.” ee Das 
That they might not, however, have any Merit to 
plead on either of theſe Heads, but might ſeem to be 
driven by Force into every ſuch Meafure as was thus 
recommended, on the very next Day after this, and 
before it was poſſible for them to come properly to 
any Reſolutions at all; came again the Mayor of Phi- 
Iadelphia, having now alſo prevailed with his Corporation 
to join him and his Prompters, with a Remonſtrance, 
in a Stile altogether dictatorial, Reproaching them _ 
with lofing their Time in Deliberations while their 
Fellow- Subjects were expoſed to Slaughter, and in 
Debates about Privileges while they were deprived of 
the great firſt Privilege of Self. Preſervation, and re- 
auiring them to poſtpone all Diſputes, grant neceſ- 
| ary Supplies, and paſs a reafonable Law for eftabliſh- 
ing a Militia; and, in the Cloſe of it, recommending 
ds as the People ſeemed already in a deplorable 


and deſperate State, and they feared it would not be 


poſſible to preſerve the Peace and Quiet of the City, 
or of the Province itſelf, much longer.“ K 
IThle Houſe, notwithſtanding, to be conſiſtent in 
all Things, called, in the firſt Place, upon their Com- 
mittee for the Anſwer they were directed to prepare to 
the Governor's laſt Invective; Which was ready, and 


in Subſtance as follows: To t, 85 
. N That 


D 


1 


* 


Rog ERT H. Monk1s, 7. Dep: Governor. 30g 
That if they could be aſtoniſhed at any thing 
which came from their Governor, they ſhould be 
aſtoniſhed at his repeating Charges and Calumnies, 
oundleſs in themſelves, and ſo repeatedly, fully, 


and publicly refuted : That inſtead of refuting them, 
therefore, they ſhould only refer to their former Refu - 


tations: That what he ſays concerning the Riſk of 


loſing ſo important an Act was mere Sophiſtry and 
Amuſement : That, as they had before aſſerted, con- 


ditional or alternative clauſes were common: That 


in the ſame Act there was another, namely, that in 
cafe the four Years Tax did not produce 60,0007. 
the Defect ſhould be ſuppliedgby an additional Tax 
and, if it exceeded, the Overplus ſhould be diſpoſed 
by a future Act; to which the Governor had made 
no Objection: That, notwithſtanding all the Duſt 
he had attempted to raiſe, it was therefore clear to 
them, that the Bill was entirely unobjectionable: 
That their Mode was more proper than his, and as 
ſafe both for the Bill, and the pretended Rights of 
the Proprietary: That his Commiſſion had no ſuch 
Prohibition as he affected to find in it; and that they 
could not, in a Money. Bill like this, adit of Amends 
| ments not founded in Reaſon, Juſtice, or Equity, but 
in the arbitrary Pleaſure of a Governor, without be- 
traying the Truſt repoſed in them by their Conſti- 
tuents, and giving up their juſt Rights as free- born 
Subjects of England: That by the Charters their Con- 
ſtitution was founded upon, in Addition to the Privi- 


leges therein ſpecially named, they are moreover intit- 


led to ALL 'oTHER Powers and Privileges of an Aſ- 
ſembly according to the Rights of the free-born | 
Subjedts of England, and as is uſual in any of the 
King's Plantations in America: That the free- born 

| Subjects 'of England had a Right to grant their ow 
Money their own Way, the Governor did not deny, 
nor that the ſame was uſual in other Plantations : 
That therefore they had the ſame Right, and ſhould” 
have had it if it had not been ſo ſpecified in. their 


Charter, ſuch free-born 3 "ted of lofing? 


any 
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any of their eſſential Rights, by removing into the 
King's Plantations, and extending the Britiſb Domi- 
nions at the Hazard of their Lives and Fortunes, be- 
ing, on the contrary, indulged with particular Pri- 
vileges for their Encouragement in ſo uſeful and me- 
ritorious an Undertaking : That indeed their Conſti- 


tution was, in one Reſpect, no way fimilar to that of 


England; namely, the King's having a natural Con- 
nection with his People, the Crown deſcending to 
his Poſterity, and his own Power and Security waxing 
and waneing with the Proſperity of his People; 
whereas Plantation- Governors were frequently tran- 


ſient Perſons, of broken Fortunes, greedy of Money, 


deſtitute of all Concern For thoſe they governed, often 
their Enemies, and endeavouring not only to oppreſs, 
but defame them, and thereby render them obnoxious 
to their Sovereign, and odious to their Fellow-Sub- 
jects: That their preſent Governor not only denied 
them the Privileges of an Engliſb Conſtitution, but had 
endeavoured to introduce a French one, by reducing 
their Aſſemblies to the Inſignificance to which the 
French Parliaments had been reduced; had required 
them to defend their Country, and then put it out of 
their Power, unleſs they would firſt part with ſome of 
the Eſſentials which made it worth defending; which 
was in Fact reducing them to an Aęyptian Conſtitu- 
tion: For, that as the Ægyptians were to periſh 
by Famine unleſs they became Servants to Pharaoh, 
ſo were they by the Sword, unleſs they alſo be- 
came Servants to an abſolute Lord, or, as he was 
pleaſed to ſtile himſelf, ab/olute Proprietary : That all 
Compariſons, made by the Governor of himſelf to his 
immediate Predeceſſor would be to his own Diſad- 
vant ge, the Differences between the former Gentle- 
man and his Aſſemblies having been but ſmall, in 
Compariſon with thoſe then ſubſiſting; and conduct- 
ed by him with ſome Tenderneſs to his Country: That 
how much ſoever the People were at that Time diſ- 
ſatisfied with ſome Particulars in his Adminiſtration, 
the preſent had given them abundant Reaſon to 8 
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the Change: That as to the Colluſion charged upon 


them in not intending any of the Bills they had offered 


for the Defence of their Country ſhould paſs, they 
could, with humble Confidence, appeal to the Search- 
er of all Hearts, that their Intentions perfectly cor- 
reſponded with their Actions: That, not to mention 
the Unfairneſs of aſcribing to a whole People the In- 
diſcretion of a few [thoſe who had declared they would 
ſuffer, rather than pay for military Meaſures] the Go- 
vernor himſelf muſt own, they could not be under 
the Influence he ſuppoſed, when they aſſured him that 
| ſeveral more Votes had been given for thoſe Meaſures 
fince they were petitioned againſt, than before : That 
they were totally ignorant of the many other Ways of 
raiſing Money, to which the Governor had no Objec- 
tion; as alſo, what that ohr Bill might be, which he 
might think conſiſtent with his Duty to paſs : That 
he thought it inconſiſtent with his Duty to paſs any 
Bills contrary to his Inſtructions from the Proprieta- 
ries, which (like the Inſtructions of the Preſident and 
Council of the North, mentioned by Lord Coke, 4. Inſt. 
P. 246.) were to them impenetrable Secrets: That, 
according to the ſame great Lawyer's Remark on Go- 
verning by ſuch Inſtructions, Miſera eſt Servitus ubi 
Jus oft vagum aut incognitum: That, therefore, it 
would be in vain for them to ſearch for other Ways, 
or frame other Bills: And that here the Matter muſt 
reſt till his Majeſty ſhould be graciouſly pleaſed to 
relieve them; ſince, with the Governor, they could 
no otherwiſe hope to end their unhapy Diviſions, than 
by ſubmitting to one Part or the other of the miſe- 
rable Alternative mentioned by him; either, not to 
have a Privilege worth diſputing about, or be depri- 
ved of a Country to diſpute it in.” 
But tho? this Anſwer was, in every Partien; con- 
formable to the Senſe of the Houſe, and was aker- 
wards printed in the Appendix to their Proceedings, 
they declined making uſe of it ; and that for the pre- 
ſent reported by the Committee was to the Effect fol- 
Eg: To wit, “ That the Bulk of the Governor's 
X 2 * 
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long Meſſage conſiſted of groundleſs Charges and Ca- 
lumnies, which, having been repeatedly refuted, 
might be ſafely left to themſelves: That tho they 
had prepared a full Anſwer to the reſt, yet as there 


were now ſome Hopes of an Agreement with him, in 


the Money-Bill, which was the principal Buſineſs of 
the Seſſion, they ſubmitted it to the Houſe, Whether 
it would not be more conſiſtent with their Prudence 
and Moderation to ſuppreſz it: That there being, 
however, one or two new Charges brought againſt . 
the Aſſemblies of that Province, it might be proper 
to take ſome Notice of them: That the firſt of theſe 
Was, that they contemptuouſly treated the Proprietary 
Offer of 400 J. for erecting a Place of Strength on the 

Ohio, and of 1007. per Annum towards its Support: 
That this contemptuous Treatment was not Tpecified, 
but might be explained, by a Paſſage out of the Brief 
State [a Proprietary Pamphlet] where it is ſaid, The 
„ Houſe refuſed this Propoſal a Place in their Mi- 

<< nutes:? That the Fact was, however, otherwiſe; 
that the ſaid Propoſal appears in ſeveral Pages there 
ſpecified ; and that nothing farther than what is there, 
could properly be made a Part of thoſe Records: And 
the Reaſon thereof is then aſſigned in the following 
Narrative; which, for various Reaſons, deſerves to be 
made a Part of this Diſcourſe. 


© The late Governor Hamilton, after fraoling. the 


* Meſſage of the Thirteenth of Auguſt, 1751, re- 
| © queſted a private Meeting with /ome of the Mem- 
© bers of that Houſe, but oithout any Authority: from 
© the Aﬀembly. 
At this Meeting Gcwernog Hamilton 6080 on 
« Behalf of the Proprietaries, Four Hundred Pounds, 
towards building ſuch a Houſe upon or near the 
Obio (but not a Syllable of maintaining or ſupport- 
ing it.) The Indians were ſo far from preſſing our 
* engaging in it, that Inſtru ions were drawn by this 
Government to require it of them, at a Treaty held 
by G. Croghan, in May, 1751, and they evidently. 
: Lene. n 9 ſuch an. 8 3 
| i mig £ 
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© might give Umbrage to the French, and bring them 
down the Ohio with an armed Force, to take Poſſeſ- 
© fjon of thoſe Lands. And about two Years after- 
* wards, theſe very Ohio Indians, at the Treaty held 
© at Carliſle, in October, 1753, ſay to our Govern- 
ment, I deſire you would hear and take Notice 
« of what I am about to fay ; the Governor of Vir- 
« ginia defired Leave to build a ftrong Houſe on Ohio, 
* which came to the Ears of the Governor of Canada, 
* and we ſuppoſe this cauſed him to invade our 
* Country.“ Treaty, Page 8. The ſame Sentiments 
appeared among the Six Nations at the Albany Trea- 
* ty; © That the Engliſb and French were only con- 
% tending which of them ſhould have their Lands.“ 
The Reafoning made uſe of by the Members at this 
private Conference with the late Governor was, that 
the Land where they propoſed to build it was claim - 
ed by the Crown, and was very probably beyond 
the Limits of Pen/ylvania : That atleaſt it would be 
beyond the Reach of our Laws, as appeared by the 
People already ſettled on Juniata, juſt beyond the 
* North Mountain: That this, inſtead of healing, 
might create irreconcileable Breaches with our In. 
* dians, conſidering what Sort of People would pro- 
© bably reſide there: That the Indians had never 
_ © heartily requeſted ir, nor did it feem to be their In- 
< tereſt ſo to do; and if they had requeſted it, as they 
© were in Subjection to the Six Nations, it would be 
* neceſſary to have their Aſſent: That this precipitate 
Act would probably create a Jealouſy in the French, 
and give them ſome Pretence of an Infraction of 
the Treaty of recht on our Part, and might final- 
ly engage the Britiſh Nation in a War with France, 
Theſe, and many other Reaſons, were urged at that 
private Conference, as ſeveral of thoſe Members 
apptechended, to Governor Hamilton's Satisfaction. 
And it appears by George Crogban's Journal, that 
could, give Leave to build a Houſe on the Ohio, 


without the Expreſs Conlent of the S Nations ; and 
35) 86 | * accord- 
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thoſe Indians neither did, nor did they think hey 
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« accordingly they took two Months to acquaint the 
© Onondago Council with this Tranſaction, and then 
© to ſend us Word, which they never complied with. 


© It appears further, by the Aſſembly's Meſſage to 


© Governor Hamilton, on the Twenty-firſt of Auguſt, 
* I751, taken from the Informations of Conrad Weiſer, 
and Andrew Montour, that the Requeſt inſerted in 
& George Croghan's Journal as made by the Indians at 


* Ohio to this Government, to erect a ſtrong trading 
C Houſe in their Country, as well as the Danger *tis 


e there ſaid they apprehended from the Attempts of 
t the French, was miſunderſtood, or miſrepreſented 
& by the Perſon the Governor confided in for the 
c Management of that Treaty.” But it may be 
© unneceſſary to purſue this Enquiry into an Affair 
© wherein George Crozhan thought himſelf unkindly, 
_ © if not unjuſtly, ſacrificed to private Ends, as is well 
© known to ſuch as were acquainted with this Affair, 
and appears in the Letters and other Papers ſent by 
* himſelf to ſome of the Members of that Afembly.* 
Coming then to the other new Charge, namely, 
That the Aſſembly would not admit, that the French 
Encroachments were within the King's Dominions, they 
maintain that this Charge is as ill-founded as the 
other: For, ſay they, tho' the Houſe never took 
upon them to aſcertain the Bounds of the King's Do- 
minions, they never directly or indirectly denied thoſe 
Encroachments to be within them.” — They then pro- 
ceeded to examine the Extracts from the Council Mi- 
nutes ſent by the Governor, in Proof that Money- 
Bills had been amended by former Governors, They 
demonſtrated in ten ſeveral Inſtances, thoſe Extras 
had not been fairly repreſented. And they concluded 
in theſe Words: Were all theſe to be deducted from 
* the Liſt, it would appear that there are but few In- 
© ſtances in our Journals of proper Money-Bills a- 


4 + mended by the Governor, and the Amendments 


agreed to by the Houſe; this is no more than was 
acknowledged by the preceding Aſſembly, in their 
Meſſage of the Twenty-ninth of September, 4 * 

. ; , Ti. »£ 
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© they ſay, that in a very few Inſtances their Prede- 
( ceſſors might have waved that Right on particular 

Occaſions, but had never given it up.“ | 

Scarce had the Houſe agreed with their Committee 
in laying aſide, for the preſent, the firſt of theſe Anſ- 
wers, for the Reaſons aſſigned in the ſecond, than cer- 
tain Inhabitants of Philadelphia, Joined with others of 
the County of Cheſter, in all Twenty-nine Perſons, 
thought themſelves at Liberty to aſſail the Houſe in 
| Perſon with a Petition, deſiring, that the Governor 
and the Houſe would unite in the Fear of God, &c. 
And as the Minute taken of this ſtrange Incident 
(which followed the Philadelphia Remonſtrance in 
much ſuch a Manner as the Legion Letter followed the 
Kentiſh Petition before referred to) will ſerve at once 


to ſhew the Ferment which then prevailed i in the Pro- . | 


vince, and yet how far the People in general were from 
deſiring to be preſerved againſt the Incurſions of the 
Enemies, 'at the Expence of their conſtitutional Liber- 
lies; it is here inſerted, to wit, 

The Speaker told them, that it was well known 
© this Houſe was compoſed of Members choſen with- 
out any Sollicitation on their Parts, to be the Re- 
* preſentatives of the People, and Guardians of their 
_ Liberties : That the whole Powers the Houſe were 
inveſted with, were derived from the People them- 
ſelves, and that as the Houſe had hitherto, ſo they 
ſhould ſtill continue to diſcharge the high Truſt re- 
© poſed in them to the beſt of their Underſtanding 
* and Abilities; and then aſked them, Whether they 
* defired that the Houſe ſhould give up any Rights, 
* which, in the Opinion of the Houſe, the People ere 
« juſtly intitled to? Some of the Petitioners, -in Be- 
_ © halt.of the Whole, anſwered, No; they were far 
5 * from requiring any Thing of that Kind; all they want- 

* ed was, that ſome Expedient might be fallen upon, if 

© Poſſible, to accommodate Matters in ſuch a Manner, as 
© that the Province might be relieved from its preſent un- 
« bappy Situation. To this the Speaker replied, That 


$ N othing could be more agreeable to this Houſe 
X 4 - than 
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* than a Harmony between the two Branches of the 
« Legiſlature ; and that as the Governor had Yeſter- 


4x» day Evening ſent down a Meſſage, intimating that - 


the Proprictaries are no diſpoſed to contribute a a 
sum of Money towards the common Security of the 
Province, there was a great Probability that all Con- 
troverſies on that Head were at an End, and that 
ſome Method would be ſpeedily taken for relieving 
the Province from its preſent Difficulties.* - 
In effect, the Governor having given his Conſent 
to the Militia Bill, and the Houle having made ſome 
i-amediate Proviſion, for landing and relieving the 
miſerable French Exiles obtruded upon them from 
Nova Scotia, they proceeded to reſolye, firſt, unant- 
 mouſly, 
That the Right of granting Supplies to the Crown 
in this Province, is alone in-the Repreſentatives. of 
the Freemen met in Aſſembly, being eſſential to an 
Engliſh Conſtitution. And the Limitation of all 
ſuch Grants, as to the Matter, Manner, Meaſure, 
and Time, i is in them only.“ And then, | 
That in Conſideration of the Governor's Meſ- 
© ſage of Yeſterday, by which it appears that the 
* Proprietaties have ſens him an Order on the Receiv- 
 er-General for Hive Thouſand Pounds, to be paid 
1nto the Hands of ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appoint- 
ed by Act of Aſſembly, ' and applied with ſuch 
Sums as the Aſſembly ſhould grant, to ſuch Uſes as 
may be neceſſary for the common Security of the 
Province; and as it would not be reaſonable or juſt, 
* at this Time, to tax the Proprietary. Eſtate, in or- 
© der to raiſe Money therefrom, over and above the 
« ſaid Grant from the Proprietaries, the Houſe will 
immediately proceed to form a new Bill for grant- 


K 
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| © inga Sum of Money to the Uſe of the Grawn, and 


a thetein omit the Taxation of the {aid Eſtatę.“ 
Accordingly, ſuch a Bill was ordered the ſame 55 
Day ; and, in tull Confutation of all the injurious Sur- 
miſes that they did not ſo much as intend. to ſave 
their” Conax. * with much Zeal. and 
f Alacrity, 


4 
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Alacrity, that it received the Governor's Aſſent the 
next but one follow ing. 
Thus the two Branches of the Legiſlature were at 
laſt united in the great Duty of making all contri- 
bute to the Defence and Preſervation of all. | 
But tho* the Storm was for the preſent over, ſome 
Marks of recent Turbulence ſtill remained. The 
Governor, tho* frequently called upon, could not be 
brought to paſs the Bill for regulating the Indian 
Trade : The Houſe, therefore, thought proper to 
preſs him with ſuch a Meſſage, as ſhould, by explain- 
ing the Nature of the Bill, not only indicate the Na- 
ture of the Muſes it was calculated to correct, but alſo 


oblige him, if poſſible, to account for his Delay: 


And the Meſſage agreed upon was as follows, Viz, 


. May it pleaſe the Governor, 
As the Bill for regulating the Indian Trade, by 
employing ſober and diſcreet Perſons to reſide” a- 


* mong thoſe Nations that remain Friends to this 


province, for the Purpoſe of furniſhing them with 
* the neceffary Goods in Exchange for their Peltry, at 
eaſy and reaſonable Rates, on Account of the Public, 
and thereby ſecuring them to our Intereſt, ſeems to 
us a Bill of great Importance at this Juncture, we 
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ſoon as poſſibſe; and therefore once more earneſtly 
fequeſt the Governor would be pleaſed to let us 
© know his Sentiments updn it, and communicate the 
* Amendments he is pleaſed to ſay he thinks needful, 
© that we may conſider them. The Bill has already 
© lain before him aboye two Weeks ; and we fear, if 
ſomething of the Kind is not immediately gone in- 
to, we ſhall loſe our few remaining Jndiaxs on Suſs 
quehanna ; for as none of our Traders now go a- 
* mong them, and they dare not come down to our 
« Settlements to buy what they want, for fear of being 
« miſtaken for Enemies, there. ſeems. to be the great» 
* $ { eſt we of their We e ne driven | 5 the 
Arms 
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are very deſirous of bringing it to a Concluſion ag 
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Arms of the French, to be Sb aodronrns with the Means 
, 8 Subſiſtence. 


To iich the Governor was . to return n the 
following evaſive Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, ; | 

Since your Bill for regulating the Indian Trade 
© has been before me, my Time has been ſo much 
taken up with the Variety of Buſineſs that the Cir- 
cumſtances of this Province made neceſſary to be 
diſpatched without Delay, that I have not been 
able to give it the Conſideration a Bill of that Na- 
ture requires, nor to examine the Laws of the neigh- 
bouring Provinces upon that Subject. But as the 
Indian Trade is now at a Stand, I cannot conceive 


defer the compleating of this Act till the next Sit- 

ting; eſpecially as it will be neceſſary to call in 

and confine our friendly Indians to certain Limits, 

to prevent their being miſtaken for and killed as 

Enemies, where they muſt be ſubſiſted.— This will 

hinder them from Hunting, ſo that Siber will have 
no Skins to trade with.” | f 


as v 5 3 ; 
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And now, after having ſo often et the Aſem- 
bly as a Body fitter to be preſcribed to, than conſult- 
ed with, he took it into his Head to apply to them 
for Advice; on what Account it 1s reaſonable his own 
Meſſage ſhould explain. | 


© Gentlemen, + 
General Shirley, "fit 6 to his Majeſty" 8 Ove 
for that Purpoſe, has requeſted me to meet him at 
< New-York, in a Congreſs he has there appointed, as 
you will obſerve by the Extract of a Letter from 
him upon that Subject, which the Secretary will 
lay before you. At that Meeting, Buſineſs of the 
greateſt Conſequence to his Majeſty's Service and 
the Safety of theſe Colonies will be conſidered and 
concluded, and the Succeſs of the next Year's Ope- 
is rations 


,— 


that it will be at all dangerous to the Publick to 


/ 
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« rations may in a great Meaſure depend on the time- 
ly Reſolutions of that Council. 


I have lately received ſuch Intelligence : as to the 
State of. Indian Affairs, as will make it neceſſary for 


\ thoſe People, as well to. the Southward as the North- 
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at the Congreſs now already met. 
And on the other Hand, the late men Bee of 
the Enemy, and the Neceſſity there is of putting 


Agitation, call for my Preſence, and the Authority 
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fire you will give me your Sentiments on this mo- 
mentous and preſſing Occaſion.* | 


Nov this Congreſs was in Fact, to be a Council of 


War; and the Inſtrufions the General had received, 
according to his own Account, was to ſummon ſuch 


of the Governors on the Continent, as far Weſtward 


as Virginia, as could, to attend it. ö 
Governor Morris, therefore, would have * un- 


der no great Difficulty on this Head, if the Gircum- 


ſtances of his Province had been really ſuch as he 
had been always fond of ſetting them forth. 


But his Purpoſe was to go; and he wanted the 


Countenance of the Aſſembly to concur with his In- 
clinations, that he might not be charged with Incon- 
ſiſtency, either by ſtimulating them with falſe Alarms, 
or deſerting them in real Dangers. 

The Aſſembly, however, choſe to leave the Diffi- 
culty upon himſelf, as he alone was acquainted with 
the Neceſſity of his attending the ſaid Congreſs ; but 
then they left him at no Loſs concerning their Opi- 


nion: For they admitted the preſent Circumſtances 


did call ſtrongly for his Preſence at home, and for the 
whole Authority of Government: And they alſo of. 
tered to be at dhe Expence of ſending Commiſfioners 


to 


the Colonies to join in ſome general Treaty with 


ward, which can no way ſo well be reſolved on as 


this Province into a Poſture of Defence, as well as 
carrying into Execution the ſeveral Matters now in 


of the Government. Under theſe Difficulties I find 
myſelf at a Loſs which Service to prefer, and de- 
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to N. York, to ſupply his Place, either in concluding on 
the Matters propoſed by the Crown, or concerting 


Meaſures for a general Treaty with the Indians. For, 


© ſaid they, as this Province always has been, ſo we 


© ſtill are ready to join with the neighbouring Colo- 


< nies in any Treaty with the Indians, that may con- 
* duce to the general Advantage of the Brirsfþ Intereſt, 


© as well as, at our own Charge,'to make ſuch as tend 


< particularly to our own Peace and Security.“ 

A noble Declaration! What is alone ſufficient to 
filence all the Invectives which have been ſo liberally 
beſtowed on this Province! And what, in modern 
Proprietary Documents and the Speeches and Meſ- - 
__— Deputy Ven; it would be very hard to 
matc | 

Of the Streſs in this Meſſage, however, laid on the 
preſent State of Indian Aﬀairs, the Houſe took the 
Advantage to recollect what had paſſed between them 


and the Governor in Relation to the Shatwanzſe Com- 


plaint; and with an equal Regard to Truth and Can- 


dour, took Occaſion in a Meſſage to the Governor, to 
expreſs. themſelves upon it as en viz, Y 


« May i pleaſe tbe Rae | | 
Ve have conſidered the Report of the Gen 
of the Governor's Council, to which he is pleaſed 
to refer us for an Anſwer to our Enquiry, relating 
to a Claim of the Shaweneſe Indians, on the Lands 
© near Conedoguinet. We are far from defiring to juſ- 


_ © tify thoſe Iadians in their late Outrages and Murders 


committed againſt the People of this Province, in 
Violation of the moſt ſolemn Treaties; We bes 
lieve that great Care has generally been taken to do 
© the Indians Juſtice by the Proprietaries in the Pur- 
< chaſes made of them, and in all our other publick 
Franſactions with them: And as they have not the 


"on ſame Ideas of legal Property in Lands that we have, 
and ſometimes think they have Right when in Law 


they have none, but yet are cheaply ſatisfied for 


their ſuppoſed as well as real * we think _ 


* 
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© Proprietarics have done wiſely, not only to pur- 
« chaſe their Lands, but to purchaſe them more 
than once,” as the Governor ſays they have done, 
rather than have any Difference with them on that 
Head, or give any Handle to the Enemies of the 
Province to exaſperate thoſe People againſt us. It 
appears indeed, from ' the Report, that they could 
have but a ſlender Foundation for a Claim of Sa- 
tisfaction for thoſe Lands; we are however con- 
vinced, by original Minutes taken by one of the 
Commiſſioners at the Treaty of Carliſie, now lying 
before us, that the Shawaneſe Chiefs mentioned that 
Claim of theirs to the Lands in Queſtion at that 
Time, and were promi ſed that the Matter ſhould be 
laid before the Proprietaries. It was after the pub- 
lick. general Bufineſs of the Treaty was over, 
and was not inſerted in the printed Account 
of the Treaty, perhaps becauſe it was thought 
to relate more particularly to the Proprietary 
than to the Province; and one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners being himſelf concerned in the Proprietaries 
Affairs, there was Reaſon to believe he would take 
Care to get it ſettled; and doubtleſs he would have 
done ſo, had he not, as appears by the Report, en- 
tirely forgot the whole Tranſaction. We are ſor- 
ry it was not done, though probably the Inſtigati- 
© ons, preſent. Situation and Power of the French, 
might have been ſufficient nevertheleſs to have enga- 
ged thoſe Indians in the War againſt us.. | 
They alſo: took into Conſideration the Governor's" 
. Anſwers to their ſeveral Meſſages in Relation to the 
Bill for regulating the Indian Trade; and reſolved: 
thereon, ** That it was their Opinion, the Governor 
had evaded giving any Anſwer, or offering any A- 
mendments to it, that it might be tranſcribed and 
ſent over to the Proprietaries for their Opinion or 
Aſſent: That the ſaid Bill was of great Importance 
ia the preſent critical Situation of Affairs: That the 
Delay or Refuſal of entering into the 3 
3 5 4 FER a . the 
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thereof at that Time might be attended 0 very ill 

Conſequences; and that thoſe . would 

not lie at their Door.“ 

And having before reſolved to adjourn till the firſt - 

of March enſuing, they moreover took upon them to 
provide for the Subſiſtence of certain friendly Indians 

ſettled near their Frontiers in the mean while. 

Nor was this all: For the Incidents of the Seſſion 
having ſhewn, that it was high Time for the Aſſem- 
bly to aſſert their own Authority, as far forth at leaſt, 
as the Factions and Intrigues of the Province at that 
Time ſubſiſting would permit, they called for the 
Report of their Committee appointed to ſit on the 

ſeveral irregular and improper Applications which 
had been made to them during the Seſſion; and hav- 
ing duly conſidered it, ordered it to be entered on 
the Minutes of the Houſe. 

Every body knows, that the "ERIE of Commit- 
tees can confiſt of Opinions only : And theſe Gentle- 
men gave it as theirs, * That tho? it was the undoubt- 
ed Right of the Freemen of the Province, not only 
to petition, but even to adviſe their Repreſentatives 
on ſuitable Occaſions, yet all Applications whatever 
to the Houle, ought to be reſpectful, decent, putt 
nent, and founded in Truth.” 19 5 
„That the Petition of Moore and his thirty-five | 
Followers concerning «neceſſary Diſputes with the 
Governor, when no Diſputes had been begun; and 
inſinuating, that the Houſe had neglected the Secu- 
rity of the Province from conſcientious Scruples, 
was founded on Miſtakes and Miſapprehenſions of 
Facts and Circumſtances.” [They might have ſaid 
much more if they had thought proper.) 

<« That the Petition intituled, An Addreſs of cer- 
tain People called 2yakers in Behalf of themſelves 
and others, (ſigned by Anthony Morris and twenty-two 
others) ſo far as it engaged for any more than them- 


ſelves, and inſinuated they would be under a Neceſ- 


ſity of /uffering rather than paying for other than peace- 


able — had, * the Decency of 
its 
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its Language, aſſumed a greater Right than they 


were inveſted with, and, foraſmuch as the ſaid Peti- 
tioners had not duly conſidered former Precedents, 
eſpecially the Grant of 20007. to the Crown in the Year 


1711 was an unadviſed and indiſcreet Application to 


the Houſe at that Time.” | 


ce That the Repreſentation from the Mayor of Ph. 


ladelphia, and 133 others, ſaid to be of the principal 


Inhabitants, but in Reality a great Part of them not _ 


FR EE-Holders, many of them Strangers and obſcure 
Perſons, and ſome of them under Age, as it charged 
the Houſe with not having a proper Concern for the 


Lives of the Inhabitants, and dictated, in a haughty 


remptory Manner, to the repreſentative Body of 
the whole People, what Laws to make, and threatened 
to force a Compliance, Sc. if its Commands were 
not obeyed, was a Paper extremely preſuming, inde- 
cent, inſolent, and improper ; and that the ſaid Mayor, 
by becoming a Promoter and Ringleader of ſuch an 
Inſult on that Part of the Government, and by his 
Authority, Arts, and Influence, drawing in ſo many 
indiſcreet or unwary Perſons to be Partakers with 


him therein, had exceedingly miſbehaved himſelf, and 


failed greatly in the Duty of his Station.” —Expreſ- 
ſions equally applicable to the Governor himſelf as 


chief Magiſtrate; if the Mayor in all this, only a&ted 


as a Tool of his. | | 
And upon the whole, © That the ſaid Paper 


ought to be rejefted.” _ 


Thus ended this memorable Seſſion, on the 3d of | 


December; and that Day Two Months, inſtead of that 
Day Three. Months, which was the Time prefixed by 
their own Adjournment, the Governor, having, in 
that Interval, left his Province, in Order to attend 
the military Congreſs: at New-York, notwithſtanding 


the Preventives thrown as above by the Aſſembly 


in his Way, thought fit to convene them again; and 
by the Medium of a written Meſſage in the uſual 
Form, told them, That he had called them toge- 

ther, to conſider of the Plan of Operations, concert- 


8 
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ed, in the late Council of War held at that Place for 
the Security of. his Majeſty's Dominions on the Con- 
tinent: That he had directed the ſaid Plan to be laid 
before them, under a Recommendation of Secreſy, 
that no Part of it might be ſuffered to tranſpire: 
That the many Encroachments of the French, &&. 
ſufficiently ſnewed what they had farther” to expect, 
if they did not by an united, vigorous, and ſteddy 
Exertion of their Strength diſlodge, and-confine them 
within their own juſt Bounds: That he was perſuaded 
this would be found the beſt Way of providing for 
their own Security, and that, therefore, he muſt re- 
commend it to them to grant him ſuch Smpplies, as 
might enable him to furniſh what was expected from 
that Province towards the general Service: That they 
muſt be ſenfible their Succeſs would very much de? 
pend on their being early in Motion; and that he 
made no Doubt, they would uſe” the greateſt Dihi- 
gence and Diſpatch in whatever Meafures their Zeal 
for the public Cauſe might induce them to take upon 
the preſent Occaſion: I hat every Thing poſſible had 
been” done for the Security of the Province: That a 
Chain of Forts and Block-houſes, extending from 
the River Delaware along the Kittatinny Hills [where 
he had formerly ſaid the 1 500 French and Indians had 
taken Poſt in their Way to Philadelphia] to the Mary- 
land. Line, was then almoſt complete: That they were 
placed at the moſt important Paſſes, at convenient 
Diſtances, and were all garriſoned with Detachments 
in the Pay of the Province, and he believed, in caſe. 
the Officers and Men poſted in them did their Duty, 
they would prove a ſufficient Protection againſt ſuch 
Parties as had hitherto appeared on their Borders: 
That he had directed the Minutes of the ſeveral Con- 
ferences held with the Indians, and other Papers relat- 
ing to Indian Affairs (by which it appeared that the © 
Bülk of the Indians living on the Sufguehanna, were 
not only in the French intereſt, but deaf to all' the 
Inſtances of the Six Nations thereon) to be ld! before 
them: That the Heads of thofe Nations had been 
8 . convened 
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convened. by the timely Care of General Shirley, and 
were then met in Council to treat on thoſe and other 
Matters : That he was informed, they were ſo much 
diſpleaſed with the Conduct of the Delawares and 
Shawaneſe, that they ſeemed inclinable to take up the 
Hatchet againſt them ; and that he hoped the Warmth 
with which General Shirley had recommended this 
Matter to them, would induce them to act vigorouſly 
on this Occaſion.” 

Connection is not to be expected in this Gentle- 
man's Proceedings: His Congreſs we have already ſeen 
converted into a Council of War; "inſtead of a general! 
Treaty with the Indians he brings back a Plan of mi- 

tary Operations: And while the Levies were ac- 
tually making of the 60,000 J. juſt given, for the 
Defence of the Province, he calls upon them for a Sup- 
ply, towards an Offenſive War. 

By the Plan ſettled among the Governors at their 
late Council, which is now in Print, the Colonies - 
were to raiſe 10,250 Men, to be employed in two Bo- 
dies againſt the French Settlements on the Lake Ontario, 
and Crown-Point; and of theſe 1500 were to be ſup- 
plied by Penſylvania. | 

The Governor, however, did not think it expe- 
dient to puſh this Demand in the cavalier Manner he 
had hitherto practiſed ; probably convinced that it 
was what the Province neither would or could com- 
ply with ; and that conſequently he ſhould only n | 
down ſo much the more Odium on himſelf. | 
- Beſides: The Aſſembly was ſcarce met, before a 

Circumſtance occurred, which, tho* of an almoſt 
private Nature, ſerved to evince the Truth of: what | 
has been juſt inſinuated. | 

The ſeveral Recruiting Parties diſtributed clirought 
the Province by the Order of General Shirley, had 
_ renewed the old Practice of enliſting purchaſed Ser- 

vants: The Perſons thus deprived of their Property 
brought their Complaints before the Aſſembly : The 
Aſſembly not only received the Petitioners favourably, 


but alſo 1 their Cauſe in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
Y Pi 0 
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to the Governor: And as their Addreſs on this Oc- 


caſion, contains ſuch a State both of the Province 
and its Conduct, as will ſerve to make the Reader 
equally acquainted with both, the moit material Pa- 
ragraphs are here adjoined. | 


We preſume that no one Colony on the Continent 
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has afforded more free Recruits to the King's Forces 
than Penſylvania; Men have been raiſed here in 
great Numbers for SHirley's and Pepperell's Regi- 
ments, for Halket's and Dunbar's, for the New- York 
and Carolina independent Companies, for Nova- Sco- 
tia, and even for the V eſt-India Iſlands. By this, and 
the Neceſſity we are under of keeping up a large 
Body of Men to defend our own extenſive Fron- 
tiers, we are drained of our hired Labourers; and 
as this Province has but few Slaves, we are now 
obliged to depend principally upon our Servants to 

aſſiſt us in tilling our Lands. If theſe are taken 
from us, we are at a Loſs to conceive how the Pro- 


viſions that may be expected out of this Province 


another Year, for the Support of the King's Ar- 
mies, are to be raiſed. . | 


. 


We conceive that this Province could not poſ- 


ſibly have furniſhed the great Numbers of Men and 
Quantity of Proviſions it has done for the King's 
Service, had it not been for our conſtant Practice 
of importing and purchaſing Servants to aſſiſt us in 
our Labour. Many of theſe, when they become 
free, ſettle among us, raiſe Families, add to the 
Number of our People, and cultivate more Land; 
and many others who do not ſo ſettle are ready and 
fit to take Arms when the Crown calls for Sol- 
diers. But if the Poſſeſſion of a bought Servant, 
after Purchaſe made, is thus rendered precarious, 
and he may at any Time be taken away from his 
Maſter at the Pleaſure of a Recruiting Officer, per- 
haps when moſt wanted, in the midſt of Harveſt 


or of Seed - time, or in any other Hurry of Buſineſs, 
hen another cannot be provided to ſupply his Place, 


« the 


Province 


> tb x 
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© the Purchaſe, and of Courſe the Importation, of 
. © Servants will be diſcouraged, and the People driven 


© to the Neceſſity of providing themſelves with Ne- 
groe Slaves, as the Property in them and their Ser- 
vice ſeems at pteſent more ſecure. Thus the 
Growth of the Country by Increaſe of white Inha- 
* bitants will be prevented, the Province weakened 
rather than ſtrengthened (as every Slave may be 
« reckoned a domeſtick Enemy) one great and con- 


- * ſtant Source of Recruits be in a great Meaſure cut 


off, and Penſylvania ſoon be unable to afford more 

+. Men for the King's Service, than the Slave Colo- 

* nies now do.“ | 5 
They alſo accompanied this Addreſs with an Extract 


of a Letter from General Shirley to Col. Dunbar, in 
which he declares himſelf convinced, that the in- 


| liſting of Apprentices and indented Servants would 
greatly diſſerve his Majeſty's Intereſt, as well as be 


in moſt Caſes grievous to the Subject, and in the 
Trongeſt Manner recommends it to him to avoid 
doing it. 5 EY 
Even the Governor himſelf in his Anſwer acknow- 
Jedged the Fact; admitted it to be a great Hardſhip, 
and an og 5h Burden upon the Inhabitants of the 
| ut, inſtead of iſſuing his Proclamation, 
ſtrictly charging and commanding all Officers civil 
and military to be aiding and aſſiſting to the Inhabi- 
rants, in ſecuring or recovering their Servants when 


any Attempt ſhould be made to force them away, as | 


required by the Aſſembly, told them the Courts were 
open, and that the Injured might there ſue out his 


Remedy by due Courſe of Law. 


He alſo ſignified, that General Shirley had now altered 


his Opinion, and iſſued Orders different from thoſe he 
had before given to Col. Dunbar. And in effect, a 


Letter from the ſaid General in Anſwer to one of the 
Governor's, was ſoon after communicated to the Aſ- 
ſembly, in which he pleads the Neceſſities of the Ser- 


vice for a Continuance of the Practice; and in Juſti- 
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. fication of it, cites the Authority of his own Govern- 
ment, where it was common, he ſaid, to impreſs 
both indented Servants and others for garriſoning the 
Frontier Towns, where they often remained /evera! 
— - „ 

And his thus renouncing his former Conviction, is ſo. 
much the more remarkable, becauſe the Province had 
recently made his Troops a voluntary Preſent of 
warm Waiſtcoats, Stockings, and Mittens ; and in 
his Letter of Acknowledgment (dated but five Days 
before that to the Governor) to the Aſſembly, addreſſed 
to one of the Members, he expreſſes himſelf as follows: 


II am now, Sir, to acquaint you, that I have or- 
dered a Diſtribution of the Cloathing, and to de- 
ſire the Favour of you to make my Acknowledg- 
© ments to the Aſſembly for this ſecond Inſtance of 
their public Spirit and Zeal for bis Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, and the general Good of theſe Colonies, given 
by them in the Expedition againſt Croun- Point. 
I cannot but hope that ſo laudable an Example 
will infpire the other Colonies with the like Spirit, 
ſo neceſſary at this critical Conjuncture for putting a 
Stop to the Invaſions and Devaſtations of the French 
and their Indians within our Borders, and placing 
the Britifh Northern Colonies in a State of Security 
againſt the Attempts which, from the Armament 
ſent the laſt Year from France, and their known 
Deſigns, we have the utmoſt Reaſon to expect they 
will puſh this Year; and that it will continue to a- 
nimate the Government of Penſy/vania in the com- 
mon Cauſe, as it hath Hitherto done, ſo highly to 
their Advantage. EI 1 N 
He pleaſed likewiſe, to aſſure them, Sir, that 1 
ſhall not be wanting in making a juſt Repreſentation 
to his Majeſty of theſe Marks of their Zeal for the 
Service of their Ring and Country, and doing every 
Thing in my Power for the Service of the Pro- 
vince. 1 FED 
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It is indeed remarkable of Penuſylvania, that tho? 
repreſented and treated by its Enemies, as if it was 
the barren Fig-Tree, Applications were continually 
made to it on all Sides, as if it was capable of fur- 
niſhing all Demarids and incapable of refuſing any. 
His Majeſty having graciouſly ordered à conſidera- 
ble Preſent to be ſent to New-York for the & Nations ; 
and Sir Charles Hardy, Governor of that Province, 
being ſoon to hold a Meeting with them, in order to 
the Diſtribution, Penſyſvania was called upon to follow 
the Example of New-York in making ſome Addition 
to it: And Governor Morris was prevailed upon by 
Governor Hardy to make the Demand accordingly. 
Nor was the Aſſembly averſe to it: The Province 
had Agents at that very Time with Sir William Fohn- 
ſon, to ſound the Diſpoſition of thoſe Nations to- 
wards them, and as Sir Charles Hardy's Meeting was 
not to take Place till towards the End of March, and * 
the Governor's Meſſage was dated February 16, they 
apprehended that no Inconveniencies could enſue from 


their not giving a determinate Anſwer till the Return 


of thoſp Agents, which was very foon expected. 
And in the mean Time, as the Governor could not 

mention Indian Affairs, to them, without putting 

them in mind of the Bill, which had been ſo long in 


his Hands for regulating the Indian Trade, they again 


called upon him to take it into Conſideration. 
They had now ſat a full Month; and had received 
a2 Meſſage from him, recommending a Stop to be put 
to the Exportation of Proviſions from ſome il ground- 
ed Aprrehenſions of a Scarcity, which they had un- 
der Confideration : They were alſo deeply engaged 
in a Bill for the better Regulation of their Forces, 
and they had ſent up another for continuing the Ex- 
ciſe, when the Governor was pleaſed to return both 
bat and the Indian Trade Bill, with ſeveral propoſed 
Amendments ; and a Notice, That his Majeſty's 
Service requiring his Preſence at New-Cafile, he in- 


tended to ſet out for that Place on the tee or 


next Day after.“ | 
Y.z To 
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To redeem Time, therefore, the ſaid Amendments 
were immediately diſcuſſed, and upon the Queſtion 


rejected; of which they apprized him in the tollow- 
ing brief and ſenſible Manner. | 


May it pleaſe the Covirner, 

The Egciſe Bill now offered the Govemor bs his 
Aſſent, being free of all Objections as to Royal In- 
« ſtructions, or Acts of Parliament, and the ſame that 
has heretofore repeatedly received the Royal Aſſent; 
and no Reaſon appearing to the Houſe why the 
Change ſhould be made that is propoſed by the 
WM Governor s Amendment, they therefore unanimouſly 
- © adhere to the Bill, and deſire it may receive his Al- 
© ſent as it now ſtands: : | 

© The Bill for regulating the Indian Trade, lng 
* an Imitation of the Law for the ſame Purpoſe, 
found ſo beneficial by long Practice and Experience 
in the Province of the Maſſachuſetts, the Houſe do 

©-alſo adhere to that Bill as it ſtands z and requeſt the 
Governor would be pleaſed to re- conſider his A- 
mendments.“ | 

* 

Of this the ina took no Notice, but 5 
ed to Netocaſtle, as he had before intimated he would: 
And the Aſſembly having at laſt conquered the Dif- 
ficulties raiſed among themſelves, and paſſed their 

Bil] for regulating the Officers and Soldiers in the Ser- 
dice and Fay of the Province, adjourned to the 5th of 
April then next enſuing. 

As this Adjournment was ſo very ſhort, the Mem- 
bers were permitted to have the full Benefit of it: 

But when they met again new Troubles aroſe ; not to 
ſay were prepared for them. 

Sir William Fohnſon's Treaty with the Six Nations 
was laid before them: And they found the Governor 
ſtrongly determined to involve the Province in an In- 
dian War with the Delawares and Shawaneſe ; which 
a very conſiderable Part of the Province, from Prin- 

| ; Hs 
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ciples of Prudence, as well as Scruples of Conſcience, 
moſt earneſtly deſired to avoid. 4 . | 
The Affair was ſoon taken into Conſideration ; and 
the Houſe appeared to be far from unanimous upon 
it: Some, from the Papers laid before them, finding 
Reaſon to believe, that an Accommodation might ſtill 
be effected, were for addreſſing the Governor to ſuſ- 
pend his Purpoſe for ſome Time longer; and others 
had influence enough to poſtpone the Debate, and 
thereby prevent their coming to any Concluſion upon 
the Queltion at all. 3 3 
The Iſſues of War and Peace, they might proba- 
bly argue, were, ſolely, in the Executive: and con- 
ſequently the Executive was alone to 
the Uſes made of them. 
But whatever their Arguments were, whatever Ef- 
fect they had within Doors, the ſame Difference of 
Opinion ſtill. remained without, On one hand, ſome 
of the People called Qzakers, reſiding in the City of 
Philadelphia, on Behalf of themſelves and many o- 
thers, preſented Petitions both to the Governor and 
the Houſe, fall of Exhortations to purſue pacific 
Meaſures with theſe Savages, and to preſerve the Pro- 
vince, if poſſible, from the Calamities of an Indian 
War: And, on the other, the Governor informed the 
Houſe, that a Number of People from the Back- 
Counties had reſolved on a Meeting, in order to pro- 
ceed in a Body to make ſome Demands of the Legiſ- 
lature then fitting ; and, after having made a Merit 
of his Information, added, That, by the Advice of 
the Council, he ſhould give immediate Orders to the 
Provincial and other Magiſtrates, to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to prevent the Miſchiefs which might at- 
tend ſo extraordinary a Procedure... . 
The Houſe, however, preſerved their Equanimity 
on this Occaſion: Surprize they did expreſs, that, 
having in all Reſpects demonſtrated ſo much Care and 
Concern for the Security of the Province, any of the 
People ſhould meditate Miſchief againſt them: But, 
inſtead of diſcovering any Fear, they announced the 
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Laws of the Province againſt Rioters, and accompa- 
nied their Thanks to the Governor for his Intelligence, 


with a Requeſt, That he would lay before them what 


Informations he had received concerning their Views 
or Deſigns, or wherein they had apprehended them- 
ſelves to be either neglected or aggrieved: — Which 
Requeſt he never thought fit to comply with. | 
It may indeed be collected, that theſe Inſurgents 
were as ſtrenuous for War, as the Quietiſts were for 
Peace; and that the Governor took Advantage of 
this very Incident to declare War againſt the Dela- 


wares and Shawaneſe, and offer Rewards for taking 


Priſoners and Scalps, which he did immediately 
thereon.— He alſo gavg notice, in Form, of the ſame 
to the Aſſembly, urging the many and great Cruel- 
ties on his Majeſty's Subjects within the Province, as 


the Cauſe ; and concluded his Meſſage 1 in the follow- 
| ing Terms: 


© But as great Part of the Sixty T 'houſand Pounds is 
already expended, and what remains will very ſoon 
be conſumed in maintaining the Troops poſted on 
the F rontiers, and other neceſſary Services, I recom- 
mend it to you, Gentlemen, to grant ſuch further 
Supplies, as may be neceſſary to carry on the War 
with Vigour, upon the Succeſs of which the future 
Peace and Safety of the Inhabitants of this FOO 
will very much depend.“ 
The fame Day he alſo informed them, ce That the 
Indians which had ſo long ſubſiſted on the Bounty of 
the Province (inſtead of taking Part in this new War) 
were on the Point of removing with their Families 
(he was fearful, on ſome Diſcontent, tho' he knew of 


no Reaſon) into the Country of the Six Nations; and 


had demanded of him the neceſſary Conveyances and 
Paſſports.” And he added, © That if they could not 


be prevailed on to act with the Engliſh, which he had 
directed the Interpreter to endeavour, it would be ne- 


ceſſary to reward the two Partizans amongſt them 
(Scarroyady and Montour ) to their Satisfaction for their 


Trouble and Service, to > ſepd the others away -well ſa- 
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| tisfied, and to give thoſe that ſhould continue good En- 
couragement.“ 


The Houſe, in Anſwer, Ganified in Subſtance, - 


„That their late Supply of 60,000 J. had fully ena- 
| bled the Governor, and the Commiſſioners who were 
joined with him for the Diſpoſition of it, to do all 
that was deſired, or neceſſary to be done: That if 


great Part of that Supply, ſo lately granted, was al- 


ready expended, and the reſt would ſoon be ſo, they 


knew of no Remedy: But that as the Aſſeſſment for 
ſinking the Bills of Credit iſſued in Purſuance of the 
ſaid Act had not as yet been laid or levied, as a great 
Part of the Money was till in Hand, and as they 
were ſoon to meet again upon the Adjournment, then 


ſo neceſſary to their private Affairs, having waited 
long for the Governor's Anſwer to their Bills, they 


could not think it would be of Uſe at that Time to 


lay an additional Load of Taxes on the Inhabitants : 


They concluded with an earneſt Recommendation of 


the Bill for regulating the Indian Trade, as a Bill of 


great Importance for conciliating the Minds of the In- 
dians yet unfixed in their Reſolutions, and confirm- 
ing thoſe already in Alliance with them, by ſupplying 


them with ſuch Goods and other Things they might 


have Occaſion for, on the eaſieſt Terms, at the Charge 
and under the Inſpection of the Government.” And, 
in a ſeparate Meſlage ſent at the ſame Time, they far- 
ther gave him to underſtand, ** That, having ſeri- 
ouſly deliberated on his Meſſage for putting a Stop to 
the Exportation of Proviſions, ever ſince they had re- 
ceived it, and made a full Enquiry into the Circum- 
ſtances of the Country, they had Reaſon to hope that, 


under the common Courſe of God's good Providence, 


no conſiderable Danger or Inconvenience could ariſe 


from continuing to leave their Ports ſtill open till 
their next Meeting : As alſo, That they propoſed to 


adjourn till the 24th of the Month next enſuing. 2M 
The Return to this was, That the Governor had 


- 5:0 Objection to the propoſed 'Time of Adjourn- 


5 ment: That he gs with the Houſe,” there was 
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no immediate Neceſſity for laying an Embargo on 
Proviſions: That he ſhould lay before the Com- 
© miſſioners the Affair of the Indians now in Town, 
* and endeavour to ſend them away well ſatisfied: 
© That he expected the Houſe would have made ſome 
© Preparations for executing the Plan of Operations 
© for the enſuing Campaign, but as they had not, it 


''© muſt lie upon them: That as to the Indian Trade, 


© and Exciſe Bills, he ſhould conſider them againſt the 
next Meeting: And laſtly, That he thought it pro- 
< per to mention to the Houſe by their Meſſengers, 


that although he had had more Burdens laid upon 


© him than any of his Predeceſſors in the ſame Time, 


yet he had received Jeſs from the Houſe than any of 


them.“ . 5 

Laſtly, The Houſe taking into Conſideration what 
the Governor had ſaid relating to their not having 
made Preparations for executing the Plan of Operati- 


ons for the enſuing Campaign, Reſolved, in theſe Words, 


That as this Province has received no Aſſiſtance 
* from our Mother Country, and as we have already 
© expended large Sums of Money for the raiſing and 
ſupporting a conſiderable Body of Men for the De- 
fence of our extenſive Frontiers againſt the continn- 
ed Depredations and Encroachments of a ſavage 
and mercileſs Enemy, beſides what has been expend- 
ed in maintaining the Friendly [ndians, French Neu- 
trals, and in other Purpoſes for the King's Service, 
which Expences are likely to be continued for ſome 
Time, the Houſe are of Opinion, that the preſent 
Circumſtances of the Province will not now admit 
of their going into any Preparations for executing 
the aforeſaid Plan of Operations; and that it would 
be not only impracticable, but very imprudent, at 
a Time the Country is ſo greatly diſtrefled by the 
unjuſtifiable Taking of indented Servants, and ſo 
many of our Freemen are inliſted and gone away, to 
ſend ſo great a Proportion of Men as is demanded of 
us to ſo great a Diſtance, and thereby 2 bog 
| | „ 1 © telves 
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© ſelves of their Aſſiſtance, which we have too much 
'© Reaſon to think we ſhall ſoon have Occaſion for.? 
Theſe were the Tranſactions of April 16th : And, 
as the Reader will obſerve no Notice was taken of 
the Governor's Remonſtrance concerning himſelf, he 
will from thence, perhaps, be led to account for his 
re-convening them ſo ſoon afterwards as the 1oth of 
May; he being then abſent at a Place called Harris's 
Ferry, and having nothing more preſling to lay before 
them, than what is contained in the following Abſ- 
tract of his Meſſage to them upon that Occaſion: To 
. | | „ e 
„That the People of the Frontier Counties weſt- 
_ ward having loſt great Numbers of their fighting Men, 
and. the Remainder being either driven from their 
Habitations, or worn out with Fatigue, there was the 
greateſt Reaſon to apprehend, the next Attack would 
produce the intire Evacuation of the two next Coun- 
ties, York and Cumberland: That the Conſideration of 
this deplorable and dangerous Situation of thoſe Coun- 
ties, which the moſt confiderable of their Inhabitants 
had, in the moſt affecting Manner, laid before him 
had induced him to call them together; that the beſt 
and ſpeedieſt Means might be taken to prevent, if 
poſſibie, farther Deſolation : That the Law for eſta- 
bliſhing a voluntary Militia had contributed very lit- 
tle, if any Thing, to the Defence of the Frontier : 
That he had obſerved it was defective when he paſſed 
it, and that it required ſo much Time to carry it into 
Execution, that nothing good was to be expected 
from it: That, though many Companies had been 
formed under it, yet, for Want of ſufficient Power 
lodged in him to order them to the Frontiers, they 
were, as to that moſt material Service, entirely uſe- 
leſs : That he muſt therefore recommend it to them 
to form ſuch a Militia as might be juſt, equal, and 
carried into immediate Execution, ſo as that he might 
be able to draw the Strength of the Province to ſuch 
Parts as ſtood moſt in need of it; and the whole Bur- 
den of defending the Province might not fall too 
„„ | | heavily 
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heavily on the few' Inhabitants whoſe Circumſtances: 


_ ebliged them to remain in the Back-Counties : That, 


as by the lateſt Accounts from Europe, a conſiderable 
Armament from France was to be expected in Ame- 
rica, now to become the Seat of War, and, as the 
Enemy would in ſuch Caſe depend upon being ſup- 
plied with Proviſions from the King's Colonies, by 


the Intervention of the Dutch, he conceived a general 
Embargo would be neceſſary; and that it ſhould be 


rendered effectual by ſome ſuch ſpecial Law as ſhould 


e thaught neceſſary by himſelf and the Governors of the 


neighbouring Provinces, which he recommended to 
them to prepare: And that the Affairs of the Pro- 


vince, and, in particular, the building a Fort at a 


Place called Shamokin, which was of ſo great Im- 
portance to the Province, requiring his perſonal Care 
and Attendance, it gave him Concern that he could 
not be then at Philadelphia : But that they might be 
aſſured he would give all the Diſpatch imaginable to 
any Bills they might propoſe, which the Secretary was 
to ſend to him from Time to Time by Expreſs.“ 
To give the more Weight to the Militia-Clauſe, a 

Petition was preſented to the Houſe from the Officers 
of the Aſſociation Companies in the City of Phila- 


delphia, complaining of the Inſufficiency of the preſent 


Law, and praying that a new one might be framed, 
in which the Detects of the Former ſhould be re- 


 medied. 


The Aſſembly gave the Petition a civil but bat 
Reception; and, in their Reply to the Governor's 
Meſſage, furniſhed the Public with a Brief of their 
Sentiments and Proceedings on the preſent Occaſion : 


To wit. 


That being met in Purſuance of the Governor's 
Call, they were concerned for his Abſence ; as the 
Public Buſineſs could not be tranſacted -as it ought, 


where the ſeveral Parties were fo far aſunder: That, 
as by the Joint Care of himſelf and the Commiſſion- 


ers, for diſpoſing of the 60,0007. the Frontier 
was now in a better. State of ee than that of 
any 
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any other Colony on the Continent ; the Forts being 
numerous, all ſtrongly garriſoned, and both Officers 
and Soldiers now reduced to due Obedience and Diſci- 
pline by Means of the Act of Parliament, which, 

at their laſt Sitting, they had extended to that Pro- 
vince, they could not but hope, that the diſtreſſed In- 
habitants of the two Counties mentioned, might, by 
the Bleſſing of God, become more ſecure in their 
Settlements, and, conſequently, more eaſy in their 
Minds ; and that more eſpecially as they underſtood, 

there were in the interior Counties many formed Com- 
panies as yet unemployed, who were ready to enter 
into the Service, and march to the F rontier, when- 
ever the Governor ſhould think fit to call them; and 

a conſiderable Sum was ſtill in the Hands of the 
Commiſſioners, wherewith the Expence might be de- 
frayed : That, as they conceived, the Marching the 
Militia to the Frontier on every Alarm, would be leſs 
effectual for its Defence, and much more expenſive 
and burdenſome to the People, than their Proportion - 


of a Tax for the Maintenance of ſtanding Guards: 


That, indeed, they had little Experience of a Militia 
in this Province; conſequently, in framing ſo new a 
Thing as a Law to regulate it, their firſt Eflay might 
have its Defects : That, however, as the Governor 
did not point them out, when he paſſed the Act, 
and they had not ſince occurred to them, all they 
could then ſay was, That when he ſhould think fit to 
ſend down any Supplementary Amendments, they 
would take them into their ſerious Conſideration 3 2 
which he, the Governor, might poſſibly be ready to 
do by the Time to which they ſtood adjourned, then 
not far diſtant : That they had therewith ſent him a 
Bill for prohibiting the Exportation of Proviſions or 
Warlike- Stores from this Province, which they 
| hoped would meet with his Concurrence, being in 
Conformity with the Law lately paſſed at New-York 
But, that as all, Reſtrictions made by them would be 
| ineffe&tual, unleſs the Lower- Counties (ls: Territory 
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as formerly called) were in like Manner reſtrained, 
they had referred the Continuance of their Law, to 


ſuch future Act as the Governor and Aſſembly of 


thoſe Counties ſhould paſs for that Purpoſe : That 
they apprehended a ſtrict Compliance with that Law 
would be of great Service to the Britiſb Intereſt ; and 
therefore earneſtly recommended it to the Governor, 


that when paſſed it might be carried effectually into 


Execution: And, laſtly, that, as the Seaſon re- 
quired the preſent Attendance of many of the Mem- 
bers at their Plantations, they propoſed to re- adjourn 
themſelves to the ſame Time as before; when they 
hoped the Governor would find himſelf enough at 


Leiſure to meet them in Philadelphia.“ 


Thus ended this Seſſion of Four Days: The Pro- 
Bibitory Law was paſſed by the Governor at Harris's 
Ferry : And when they met again, they received 


from the Secretary Two other Meſſages from the 


ſame Place: One deſigned for their farther Amuſement 
at their /a/# Sitting; but which arrived half an Hour 
too late: And the other for the preſennt. 
According to the Former, the Governor had re- 
ceived Letters from the Governors Dinwiddie and 
Sharpe, giving an Account of the miſerable Condi- 
tion of tbeir Frontier; and the Danger they were in 
from the Enemy who had penetrated as far as Win- 


cheſter in Virginia; he had, thereupon, redoubled his 


Diligence for the better ſecuring the moſt expoſed 


Part of their own; but he was till fearful, That, 
for Want of a ſufficient Force to take the Field, the 


Garrifons on that Side would not be able to keep off 


the Numbers of the Enemy, which there was the 
_ greateſt Reaſon to expect would ſoon appear in thoſe 


Parts; ſo that no Time was to be loſt in pre- 
paring, in ſome more effectual Manner, for their De- 
fence.? „ 8 
According to the Latter, All the Diſpatch he 
had been able to make in his Works had not brought 


them to ſuch a Forwardneſs, as would permit him, 


without 


„ 
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without Prejudice to that important Part of the Pub- 


lic Service, to be in Town at their Meeting: He 


had, however, the Satisfaction to tel: them, That he 


had made a LopcGMENT in a very ſecure Place upon 
the River, beyond the Kittatinm Hills (the Place 
from whence, it muſt be recolle&ed, he fired his firſt 
Beacon to alarm, or rather diſtract, the Province): 
The Secretary would lay before them a Letter from 
Governor Sharpe, with the Extracts of an Act of his 
Government for granting 40,000 J. for his Majeſty's 
Service; only 25,000 J. of it was conditional | lo that 
conditional Acts were regular in Maryland though not 
in Penſylvania] that Penſylvania and Virginia contri- 


buted their reaſonable Quotas towards the Expedition 


it was granted for: They muſt be ſenſible there 
would be 10 Peace or Safety for them {his old Argu- 
ment] unleſs theſe Yeftern Colonies united their 
Strength in making a well-concerted Puſh to diſlodge ' 
the French from their Encroachments : And that no 
Time was fo favourable as when his Majeſty's Forces 
and thoſe of the Eaſtern Colonies were employed 
againſt them to the Northward : It was therefore to 
be taken into immediate Conſideration, and he was 
to be enabled to give Governor Sharpe the expected | 


Aſſurances, That Penſyluania would, for its own 
Sake, contribute accordingly. 


A Complaint from Commodore Spry, that he was 
in great Want of Seamen for his Majeſty's Ships un- 
der his Command, and that he expected a Supply 


from thoſe Colonies, brought up the Rear; with a Re- 
quilition that he might be enabled by Bounty or 


otherwiſe £0 raiſe and ſend him as many as the Pro- 


vince could ſpare, which would be a very ſeaſonable 


and acceptable Service.“ 
In Conformity to ſo preſſing and plauſible a Meſ- | 


ſage, a Money-Bill was immediately ordered, and 
ſome Progreſs was made therein.— But Advice hav- 
ing been received from Sir Charles Hardy and Sir 


William Johnſon, That the Delawares and Shawaneſe 


had n to eraſe from Hoſtilities, and were diſ- 
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poſed to renew and ſtrengthen their Alliance and 


Friendſhip, and the Governor (Morris) having cauſed 
a Suſpenſion of Arms to be proclaimed thereon, they 
contented themſelves with aſſuring him, That he 


ſhould not fail of the neceſſary Support in the Proſe- 
cution of ſuch Meaſures as might tend to bring this 


good Diſpoſition of the ſaid Indian Tribes to a 


happy Iſſue: And with recommending it to the 


Commiſſioners of the 60,0007. Act, to concur with 


the Governor in furniſhing ſuch Supplies of Money 


as might be neceſſary thereto.” They alſo again 
put the Governor in Mind of the Indian Trade-Bill, 
ſo often recommended to him before; urging, * That 


it might be of great Service at that Juncture, by 


bringing ſuch of our Indians as had never been joined 
with, and deſired to be diſtinguiſned from, thoſe who 
had committed the Outrages on the Back Settlements, 
under the immediate Inſpection and Care of the 
Government, by ſupplying their Neceſſities on the 
eaſieſt Terms, ſecuring their Affections, and induce- 
ing others to come in for the ſame beneficial Conſider- 
ations.“ | LISLE Ky 1 „ 

A Promiſe to reconſider it, this drew from him: 


But, as if he had reſolved to ſet his own Price on 


ſuch a Service to the Province, he put them in Mind, 


by a Meſſage the. ſame Hour, That, though the 
Trouble and Expence of Adminiſtration had been con- 
ſiderably greater than in any former Time, no Sums 


had been granted for his Support ſince their firſt 


Seſſion; and he therefore deſired, they would take this 


Matter into Conſideration, and make ſuch Proviſion 
as was agreeable to Juſtice and the Practice of former 
Aſſemblies . 1 Jo 


What the Governor's Caſe was with Reſpect to 


Revenue, and what the Merits of his Service, may be 


collected from the Sheets already before us: So that 
it will be enough in this Place to ſay, That the Aſ- 
ſembly could turn a deaf Ear as well as he; and, that 
he, having given them to underſtand, in his Meſ- 


| ſage concerning Sir Charles Hardy's Intelligence, and 


the 


5 


19 


Minutes of the Houle.” 
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the Suſpenſion'of Arms, that he had called the Aſ- 
ſembly of the Lower- Counties to meet him on the 4th 
of June, in order to render the late Embargo perma- 


nent and effectual, by prevailing with them to paſs a 
Law to the ſame Effect, and that he imagined his 
Abſence for Three or Four Days would be no 
Interruption to their Proceedings, they adjourned them- 


ſelves to the 28th. 


Before they ſeparated, however, which deſerves 
Notice, Six Members requeſted Leave to reſign their 
Seats for certain Reaſons by them ſpecified in a Paper 
preſented to the Houſe at the ſame Time: And it 
was, after Conſideration, reſolved thereon, That, in caſe 
they continued in the ſame Mind after the Adjourn- 
ment, and delivered the ſaid Paper into the Hands of 
the Speaker [in Proof thereof] their Seats ſhould be 
deemed vacated accordingly. — They did continue in 


the ſame Mind, and delivered the following Paper as 
Proof thereof. | . i oY 


© May it pleaſe the Speaker and the Houſe, 

© A few Days ſince we communicated to the Houſe 

© our Inclinations to reſign our Seats ; in which the 
©" Houſe appeared diſpoſed to favour us. 

This Repetition of our continuing in thoſe Inten- 

< tions, does not proceed from any Defign of involving 

the Houſe in unneceſſary Trouble; but as many of 

our Conſtituents ſeem of Opinion, that the preſent 


Situation of Publick Affairs calls upon us for Ser- 


© vices in a military Way, which, from a Conviction 


of Judgment, after mature Deliberation, we cannot 


© comply with, we conclude it moſt conducive to the 
Peace of our own Minds, and the Reputation of our 
religious Profeſſion, to perſiſt in our Refolutions of 
« reſigning our Seats, which we accordingly now do; 
and requeſt theſe our Reaſons may be entered on the 


The Speaker hereupon ſent an Order to the Secre- 
tary, being the proper Officer, to iſſue Writs for fo 
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many Re- Elections, who thought fit to refuſe Obedi- 


ence, the Governor being of Opinion, that, tho? there 


was an expreſs Proviſion by Law for filling a Vacancy 


- occaſioned by wilful Abſence, there was none for a 


Vacancy occaſioned by Refignation. Upon which the 
Speaker, by the Advice of ſuch Members as were then 
in Town, iſſued his own Writs, founded on the ſame 
Law, from whence the Governor derived his Objection. 
Theſe Writs: the Sheriffs obeyed, what Inſtances ſoever 
they might have been importuned with to the contra- 
ry: The Freeholders exerciſed their Rights of electing 
in Purſuance of them: The Returns were made in the 
uſual Form: And the Houle reſolved, New. Con. 
That the Members ſo returned had been duly elected. 
Thus the Breach was cloſed as ſoon as it was open- 


ed; and, whatever View the Governor had to ſerve 
by his Oppoſition, he neither 40 himſelf or Views 


any Service by it. 
His Meſſage, ntrodutiory to the Buſineſs of the 


Seſſion, contained a Notification of the King's hav- _ 


ing appointed the Earl of Zoudoun, Commander in 
Chief of all his Forces in America, with Two Regi- 
ments of Foot, a Train of Artillery, Stores, Sc. and 


commanded him, the Governor, to give his Lordſhip 
and the Troops all the Aſſiſtance in His Power; par- 
ticularly to recommend it to them, to appropriate ſuch + 


Part of the Funds already. raiſed, or to be raiſed, 
for the Public Service, ſo as to be ed as his Lord- 
ſhip ſhould direct. As alſo of another Circumſtance 
altogether new in the Brjti/þ Conſtitution; namely, 


His Majeſty being enabled by Act of Parliament to 


appoint.a Number of German, Swiſs, and Dutch Pro- 
teſtants to be Officers of a Regiment to be.raiſed and 


5 Taka: the W * American Rene a ſo of 
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Pr * This 5 N was to > eonfit of 4000 Men : It was 
to be compoſed of whatever Proteſtants the Colonies could furniſh, 

and, according to the f Plan, was to have been commanded by 
none but foreign Officers: But this Plan having been objected to, 


e Abatements were admitted; namely, That the foreign OG 
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another particular Recommendation which he was en- 


joined to make to them, That the Maſters of ſuch 


indented Servants as ſhould engage in the King's Ser- 
vice might be indemnified out of the Funds raiſed for 
the Public Service. And the Nature of this Review 


requires, That the Sequel of this Meſſage ſhould be 


given in the Governor's own Words, which were as 
follow : To wit. Y | 

His Majeſty has further commanded me to re- 
© commend it to you, to paſs effectual Laws for pro- 


« hibiting all Trade and Commerce with the French, 
and to prevent their being ſupplied with Proviſions ; 
and as the Law lately paſſed here for an Embargo 


* will, by the Expiration of the Act for that Purpoſe 
6 paſſed, in the Lower Counties, end on the Seventh 
of July, I hope you will prepare a proper Bill for 
: continuing an Embargo, ſo neceſſary for his Ma- 


« jeſty's Service, and the Safety of theſe Colonies, for 


© ſome Time longer. | 
The Secretary will lay before you Extracts of 


© the Secretary of State's Letters to me, relating 


sto the Matters now recommended, and I ho 


you will without Delay enter upon the Confideration 
© of them, and comply with his Majeſty $ Expecta- 
tions. 
The Money beretöſcte given for. the King” s Uſe. 
© will be very ſoon expended, and I ſhall in that Caſe 
be under a Neceſſity of diſbanding the Troops raiſed 


for the Defence of the Province, and of deſtroying 5 


* or abandoning the ſeveral Forts erected upon our 


Frontiers; I muſt therefore deſire you will grant 
« ſuch further Supplies as the preſent Situation of our 


Affairs require.” 

To the Clauſe relating t to the Embargo, the Houſe 
ordered an immediate Anſwer to be prepared; in 
which, Sei told him what he could not but know 


| ſhould not exceed one half of the Whole Number; that Room ſhould 
be left for ſome Americans 3 that the Commander wo be always 
a natural born Subject, Cc. | 
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before, That they had already done what was now 
required of them, by a Law ſtill in Force, and which 
would have ſo continued till Auguſt 4, the Time li- 
mited by the Law of New-York, provided the Three 


Lover Counties had alſo paſſed a Law conformable. 


thereto,” they proceeded in theſe Words : 
As Proviſions might be exported from this. Pro- 
« vince through thoſe Counties, not ſubject to our 
% Laws, and great Quantities are raiſed there, we 
« were fully apprized that any Reſtraints we could 
lay upon our Exportations here would by no 
«<< Means put a Stop to the ſupplying the Frenchrwith 
« Proviſions, unlels that Government prohibited the 
<< Exportations from thence alſo ; we therefore li- 
% mited the Continuance of our Act accordingly, 
« and we muſt own the Aſtoniſoment we were under, 
ce when we found the Governor had enacted a Law 
« here invalidating the Acts of the ober Colonies, 
« by limiting the Continuance of their. Act to ONE 
% Month only. 

As our Act prohibits the 8 of "RY 
<« viſions in Conformity with the Law of New-York 


Colony, with which New-Jerſey, we underſtand, 


« has allo complied, the Governor cannot think it 
<« reaſonable, that the Colonies of New-York, New- 


„ Ferſey, and this Province, ſhould be deprived - of 


« their Laws by an Act of the Government of the 


<<. Three Lower Counties; therefore, as that Act was 


“ paſſed by the Governor himſelf, . we preſume, in- 
« ſtead of applying to us upon this Occaſion, he will 


- © think it his Duty to call the Aſſembly of the Three 
* Lower Counties, to whom it belongs to continue 
e their Law to che Time limited by the oller Govern- 


ments. 
% I ds well 3 that Maryland 8 great 


1 Quantities of Wheat, Pork, and other Proviſions, 


« and yet, as we are informed, their Ports have 


e hitherto continued open to the Exports of Pro- 
* viſions from thence; the Governor will therefore 


600 Judge the Neceſſity of * a Prohibition 
= << there, 


| RozexrT H. Mozk1s, Eq. Dep. Governor. 24r 
© there, without which, we apprehend the Acts of the 


Northern and Eaſtern Colonies mult prove inef- 


4 


&« fectual.“ 
The Bill of Supply already before the Houſe, was, 


in the next Place, reſumed: And to clear the Way 


as they went, a new Meſſage was ſent to the Gover- 
nor to know, Whether he had come to any Reſolu- 
tion on the Exciſe and Indian Trade Bills? To 


which, in Effect, he anſwered, That, as to the Lat- 


ter, he thought his Amendments to it ſo juft and 


reaſonable, that he could not, therefore, recede 


from them: And, as to the Former, That he had 
added a Clauſe by which the Money to ariſe by it, 
was to be diſpoſed of in ſuch Manner as the Governor 
and Commander in Chief, and, in Caſe of his Death 
or Abſence, the Preſident of the Council and the Aſ- 
ſembly ſhould direct: Adding, This Manner of 
« diſpoſing of the Publick Money appears to me 
© maſt conducive to the general Intereſt; and you will 
* obſerve by an Article in the Proprietary Inſtructions 
to me, which I ſend you herewith, that I am re- 
* ſtrained from paſſing any Bill of that Nature without 
* ſuch an appropriating Clauſe.” 
And this Inſtruction was delivered in the Terms 
following: To wet. 
| © You ſhall not give your Aſſent to any Law for 
prolonging the preſent Exciſe, or laying any other 
< Exciſe, or raiſing any Money on the Inhabitants of 
© the ſaid Province of Penſylvania, unleſs there be 
© an enacting Clauſe, that 47 Money ariſing from the 
* ſaid Exciſe, or other Duties, ſhall be diſpoſed of 
* only as we or either of us, exerciſing the Office of 
Governor, or the Lieutenant-Governor, or, in Caſe 
of his Death or Abſence, the Preſident of the Coun- 


+ cil, and the Houſe of Repreſentatives, for the Time | 


6 being, ſhall direct; ahd not otherwiſe." 

| Thus the great Proprietary Secret, fo long ſuſpected, 

ſo long and ſo cautiouſly preſerved, and which had 

RO ſo N and dangerouſly, n not only 
3 to 
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to the Province of Penſylvania but all the Provinces 
adjoining, was at laſt acknowledged ; and it thereby 
became undeniable, Thar, under ſuch a Commiſſion, 
inforced by a penal Bond upon the Holder of it, 
neither the Province could be protected, the King 


| ſerved, or the Intereſt of the Community maintained, 
unleſs the Freemen parted with their Birth-Rights, 


and the ſpecial Confirmations of them contained in their 
Charter. 

And it is equally to be wondered, That any T Wo 
Subjects in the King's Dominions, ſhould preſume to 
exact ſuch Conceſſions from their Fellow-Subjects 
as his Majeſiy himſelf neither has, or makes any 
Claim to; and that any Gentleman ſhould ſubmit 
to ſerve them on ſuch equally tyrennacal and ſervile 


Terms. 


The Refoludons of the Houſe hereon were worthy 
of the Occaſion, and as ſuch are equally Oy of 


| having a Place in this Work. 


13 2 Reſolved, 

© That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, that the raid 
© Proprietary Inſtruction was the principal, if not the 
only, Obſtruction to the Paſſing the ſeveral Bills of- 


© fered to the Governor by the laſt Aſſembly for grant- 


ing Money for the King's Uſe. _ 

That the Act for laying an Exciſe on Wine, 
© Rum, Brandy, and other Spirits, paſſed in the 
© Year 1744 3 and the Act granting Five .T houſand 
Pounds for the King's Uſe, paſſed the 24th of 
June, 1746, by which the ſaid Act for laying an 
© Exciſe on Wine, Rum, Brandy and other Spirits, 
was continued for Ten Years next after the. firſt 


Day of June, 1746, have received the Roy Ap- 


* probation. e 
That Acts laying an Exciſe on ſpirituous Liquors 


have been found neceſſary for defraying the Charges 


6 of Government, and have been continued within 
* tihs Province for more than Thirty Years; and 
8 = - that 


Rozerr H. Mon nls, Eg. Dep. N 1 | 


| © that the Governor's not paſſing the Bill preſented to 
© him for continuing the Exciſe, upon the Terms of 
all our former Acts, repeatedly approved of by the 
Crown, from an Apprehenſion that he is reſtrained 
by the ſaid Proprietary Inſtruction, is evaſive and 
frivolous, and an Infringement of our juſt Rights; 
and, that, as Deputy- . Governor of this Province, 
he hay: or ought to have, full Powers to give his 
Aſſent to all ſuch Bills as we have an undoubted 
Right to offer. | 
That the ſaid Inſtruction * is not calculated to 
promote the Happineſs and Proſperity of this Pro- 
' vince, and is inconſiſtent with the Prerogative of 
the Crown, and the Liberties of the People; and 
that all Proprietary Inſtructions, not warranted by 
the Laws of Great-Britain, are illegal and void in 
themſelves: Nevertheleſs, if the Governor ſhould 
apprehend himſelf bound by ſuch Proprietary In- 
ſtructions, they may prove ruinous to the Province, 
and of dangerous Conlequence t to the Britiſh Intereſt 
in America. 
© That the Houſe do adhere to the Bill ks con+ 
© tinuing the Act for laying an Exciſe on Wine, Rum, 
Brandy and other Spirits, as it now ſtands, with- 
. 
0 
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out admitting the Governor's propoſed Amendments 
thereto: = 

It now alſo berate apparent to the Province, that 
even the boaſted Free- Cift of the Proprietaries of 
50007. was not to be obtained but as it could be col- 
lected out of the Arrears of their Quit Rents: And 
that it being impracticable to collect ſuch a Sum faſt 
enough to anſwer the public Demands, the Deficiency 
could no otherwiſe be made good than by Act of 
Aſſembly for ſtriking the Sum of 40001. remaining 
due on the Proprietary-Order, in Bills of Credit, to 
be ſunk out of the growing Payments as they ſhould 
come in. This, in ſhort, was the Favour applied 
for on their Behalf by their Receiver-General, who 
declared, at the ſame: Time, That he had conſulted 


the Governor on this Head, who had expreſſed his 
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| drawn, than he 


Readineſs to concur with the Houſe in a reaſonable 
Bill for that Purpoſe : Not directly to the Aſſembly, 


however, was this Favour applied for; nor as a Fa- 


vour to the Proprietaries : That would have been be- 
neath the Proprietary Dignity ; but by the Interpo- 


ſition of the Commiſſioners of the 60, ooo]. Act.— 


The Aſſembly nevertheleſs gave Way to the Expe- 
dient; the Receiver-General had Leave to bring in a 
Bill for the Purpoſe; and the ſame, with a different 
Preamble, was paſſed and ſent up to the Governor. 
The Difference is this. In the ff, the Reaſon aſſigned 


for the Bill was to this Effect: Whereas the Pro- 


prietaries have been pleaſed to make a Free-Gift of 


the Sum of 5000/7. towards the public Charge, S. 
| whereof their Receiver-General had as yet been able 


to pay but 1000 J. To the End, therefore, that the 
good Intentions of the Proprietaries in the ſaid Gift 


may be fully anſwered, and the Public may receive 


the immediate Benefit thereof, Be it enacted,” c. 


- In the ſecond, Care was taken to ſpecify, That the 


ſaid Sum was to be applied towards the Public Charge, 
and was given in Con/ideration of their- [the Proprieta- 
ries] being exempted from the Payment of tbeir Taxes 
towards railing the Sum of 60,000 l. 

On the ſame Day that the Bill was thus ſent up, 


| namely, the Seventh after their Meeting, they alſo 
ſent up a Money-Bill for granting the Sum of 40, oool. 


for the King's Uſe, and for ſtriking the ſaid Sum in 
Bills of Credit, and to provide a Fund for ſinking 
the ſame: And, upon the Receipt of the ſaid Bill, the 
Governor was pleaſed to ſay, That he would give it 
all the Diſpatch in his Power: But that he could not 
ſay when the Houſe might expect to know his Re- 
ſult thereupon, as he was that Day going to New- 


Caſtle, in Order to meet the Aſſembly of the Three 


Lower Counties. | 
Notwithſtanding which, the two Members to 
whom he thus expreſſed himſelf, were no ſooner with- 
1 ent after them che Meſſage to the 
0 ö e 8 That, * latelligence he had 
| received 


i 


RoBERT H. Morris, E. Dep. Cas: 245. 


received from two Iadlans, Two Days before, the 


Weſtern Indians were forming themſelves into a Body. 
in Order to attack the Province about the Time. of 


Harveſt, &c.” Adding, If, upon Conſideration of 
© this Matter, any other Meaſures are neceſſary for 
the Public Safety, you will enable me to take 
them.“ 

Thus, Harlequin like, he could play contrary 
Parts in the ſame Interlude. If a Supply was not 


given wirtdut Delay, the Troops were to be difſ- 


banded, the Forts deſtroyed, and the Frontier con- 


ſequently laid open: And yet, with a Supply in his 


Hand, he could deliberately go upon another Ser- 
vice: At the ſame Time he could alſo communicate 
Intelligence of additional Dangers; and yet, with the 
| ſame Supply i in his Hand, he could inſinuate Want 
of Ability to withſtand them. 


The Aſſembly, in Fact, told him in their Reply to 


this Meſſage, That, in caſe he paſſed their Bill, he 


would find himſelf ſufficiently enabled ta take every. 


Meaſure that might be neceſſary. 
What is farther remarkable, a Merchant of Phila+ 


delphia, who had ſupplied the Garriſons in Newfound- 
land with Proviſions for Six Years, and who had now. 


a Veſſel in the Port freighted with the ſame, could 
not obtain a Clearance; the Governor and Council 
being «nanimoufly of Opinion, That, becauſe of the 


late Act to prevent Exportations, no ſuch Clearance 
could be granted. A Member of the Houſe who, by | 
Order from the Navy-Contractor at Jamaica had, in 
like Manner, freighted a Ship, met with the ſame. 


Difficulty under the ſame Pretence. Both made their 
Application to the Houſe for Relief: And it was not 


only Reſolved, That the ſaid A& was of the ſame. 
Tenor with That of New-York, and never intended 
in any wiſe to reſtrain the Exportation of Proviſions. 
for his Majeſty's Navy and Garriſons, nor could, in. 
their Opinion be, ſo underſtood, except by the moſt > 


forced Conſtruction thereof; but alſo, That, to pre- 


vent n ill Conſequences Which might ariſe from 
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Prepared at the Table for expreſly permitting ſuch Ex- 
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ſuch Interpretation, a Bill ſhould be immediately 


e 
This Bill, 1 finiſhed, was ſent up to the G0 


nor, who promiſed to give it all the Dzſpatch in his 


Power and was followed by another for a longer 


Continuance of the Embargo Act, with *a ſimilar 
Clauſe of Explanation : Upon the preſenting of 
which, the Governor being aſked, by Orger of the 
Houſe, Whether he had come to any Determination 


upon the Former? anſwered, „That he had read 


but not conſidered it.“ And being farther preſſed on 
the Neceſſities of the Service, according to the Alle- 


.gations above ſpecified, ſaid, © Thar, in caſe the Le- 


giſlature of the Three. Lower Counties did not continue 
the Embargo, the ſame would expire in a few Days, 
and then there would be no Neceſlity of the faid Sup- 
plementary Af; and if the Embargo Act of the Three 
Lower Counties ſhould be continued, he would have 
it in his Power to permit Veſſels laden with Proviſions 
or Stores for his Majeſty's Service to ſail at any Time, 
by the Bill the Houle had ſent him for that Purpoſe.” | 
Thus the Two wy were to be continued in Port, 


to wait the | a0: Pleaſure of another Government; and 
the Interva 


was to be loſt'to the Service, unleſs the 
Owners found Ways and Means to accommodate 
Matters with the Governor. 

The Houſe, however, plied him with data 


| Meſfage, and received ſuch another illuſory Anſwer: 


They Alſo again put him in Mind of the 40,0007. 
Supply-Bill: And were told (notwithſtanding his 
preſſing Meſſage at the Opening of the Seſſion) 
« That he had not read it through; but that he 
thought it ſtood in need of Amendments.” He alſo 
told the two Members employed upon that Occaſion, 
He was juſt then ſetting off for New- Caſtle ** And 
they acquainting him farther, © Thar, as it would be 


extremely inconvenient to the Country-Members, to 


continue fitting till his Return, and as there was no 


before 


Buſineſs — or any — but what lay 
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before the Governor, They had Thoughts of ad- 
Journing that Day (being Fuly 5) to the Second of 
Auguſt, by which Time the Harveſt would be nearly 
over,” his Anſwer was, That he had no Objection to 
their adjourning over the Harveſt, and that he ap- 
proved of the Time propoſed.” | 
And the Houſe, on the Return of their Meſſengers, 
having firſt reſolv'd, *+ That any ill Conſequences 
which might attend the Governor's not paſſing their 
ſupplementary Bill (for exporting Proviſions tor the 
King's Service notwithſtanding the Embargo) would 
not lie at their Door,” did adjourn accordingly. 
After all which, on that very Day Fortnight, 
(July 19.) in the very Midſt of the Harveſt, did "his 
worthy Governor oblige the Members by ſpecial Sum- 
mons to meet him; the Occaſion of which is thus 
ſet forth in his Meſſage to the Houſe of that Day. 
| Ty wit,” | 


Toe © entlemen, 


by At your Inſtance I called the Aſembly of the 
Lower Counties, and preſſed them to continue the 


Prohibition of Proviſions and Warlike Stores to the 


Time limited by the Laws of New-York, and Jer- 
« ſey, but they choſe only to continue it till the 2oth 
© Inſtant, and from thence for ſo long Time as the 
« Legiſlature of this Province ſhould paſs or continue 

a Law for the like Purpoſes, provided the ſame did 
© not exceed the 22d Day of October next.—I am 
thereby laid under the diſagreeable Neceſſity of cal- 
© ling you together at this buſy Seaſon, in order to 
have the Embargo continued for the ſame Time 
< that it is in the Provinces of New-York and Jerſey; 
and as the Acts of Aſſembly paſſed for the Prohi- 
bition of Proviſions and warlike Stores will expire 
with To-morrow, I hope you will immediately en- 
ter upon this Matter, and give it all the Diſpatch 
the Nature of, the Thing requires.—The Secretary 
will lay before you a Copy of the Act of the Lower 
. Counties, and you will, * proper Clauſes in the 
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Law you may think it neceſſary on this Occaſion to 


< propoſe, leave me at Liberty to ſend Supplies to 


i ſuch of the King's Ships and' Forces as may be 


employed in any Part of America, and to put the 
Trade of this Place, while the Embargo laſts, up- 
< on the ſame Footing it is in the other Bread Colo- 
© nies.” 

And the very next Day the Merchants, Owners, 
and Maſters of Veſſels then lying in the Port, pre- 


fented a Petition to the Houſe, “ ſetting forth, the 


Damages and Loſſes they had already ſuſtained for 
Want of being allowed proper Clearances; as alſo 
the Diſadvantages, Diſcouragements, and Loſſes 


which the whole Province would“ /pecrally and yna- 


voidably be liable to, in cafe the Embargo was to be 
continued for a longer Time, than by the late Law 
was provided: Recommending Bonds with ſufficient 
Penalties, to be diſcharged only by the Certificates of 
the Britiſh Conſuls reſiding at ſuch foreign Ports, as 
the ſeveral Veſſels and Cargoes were entered for, and 
conſigned to, as the only proper Expedient to an- 
fwer the Ends propoſed by ſuch Laws, without de- 
ſtroying their Trade, on which the well-being of the 
Province depended ; and requeſting ſuch Relief and 
Aſſiſtance in the Premiſes as they, in their Wiſdom, 
ſhould judge moſt expedient; as no wiſe doubting their 


ready and hearty Diſpoſition towards the general Good 


and Service of their Country.” 

Fruitleſly diſmiſſed, and impertinently re-conven'd, 
as the Aſſembly had been, within ſo ſhort a Fithe, 
a warm Expoſtulation was the leaſt that could be 


expected upon it; and yet the Warmth they ſhewed 
was by no Means equal to the Provocation they had 


received ; but on the contrary, was at once ſo mo- 
derated and juſtified, that their worſt Enemies could 
not derive the leaſt Pretence of Reproach from it, 


* Bofton having little of Proviſion to export beſides F iſh, which 


was excepted by thzir Act; New-York having a tolerable Market, 


becauſe the Forces took off a great Part of their Product; and 
* and Maryland having had their * open all this Fra 
ACLs 


— 
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Facts were in their Favour; and a mere Recapi- 


tulation of them was all that was neceſſary to ſhew how 


unworthily they were treated; which will account for 


the Inſertion of their Anſwer to the Governor i in this 


0 
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Place at large. 


6 May it pleaſe the Governor, 
On the 4th of May, 1756, the Legiſlature of: 
New-York paſſed an Act to revive an Act more ef- 
fectually to reſtrain the Exportation of Proviſions 
and warlike Stores from that Colony, to be in 


Force for 21 Days, and after that Time to ſuck 
Time as the Legiſlature of New-Fer/ey and Penfyl- * 


vania ſhould paſs Acts for like Purpoſes, provided 
thoſe Acts did not exceed three Months from the 
paſſing of that Act, which was from the 4th of 


May to the 4th of Auguſt next enſuing.” 


Sir Charles Hardy having recommended to our 


/ nA. 
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Governor, that he ſhould lay before the Aſſembly 


of this Province, the Neceſſity of enacting a Law 
of the ſame Tenor within this Government; and 


the Houſe being convinced that ſuch an Act would 


be totally uſelels, unleſs the three lower Counties 


of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex (not ſubje& to our 
Laws) were included, paſſed an A& on the 13th 
of May, of the ſame Tenor, and nearly in the fame 


Words, with the Act of New-York, to be in Force 
till the 7th of June, and from thence for ſo long 
Time as the Legiſlatures 'of the Colony of New- 


Ferſey, and the Counties of. Newcaſtle, Kent, and 
Suſſex, . upon Delaware, ſhould reſpectively paſs 


Laws for the like Purpoſes, provided they exceeded 
not the Time limited dy che Law of New-York 
Government. 

On the 29th of May, the Legiltacore of . | 


Ferſey p ed an Act, to be in Force from the firſt 
Day of June to the firſt of Auguſt, and from thence 


for ſo long Time as the Legiſlatures of the Colo- 
nies of 'New-York and Penſylvania ſhould reſpec- 


I "WARY Laws for the _ Purpoſes, br they 
| cy 
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< they did not exceed three Months from the 112 
„ firſt Day of Auguſt. 

This being the State of the Laws laying an Em- 
< bargo on the Exportation of Proviſions and war- 
like Stores; firſt, by the Colony of New-York on 
the 4th, then by this Government on the 13th, and 
by New-Ferſe the 29th of May laſt; it is moft un- 
© kind, and give us Leave to fay, in our Opinion, 
8 unbecoming the Dignity of Government, that in 
< the Governor's laſt Meſſage he ſhould not take the 
© leaſt Notice of any Law being ever paſſed by us 


«© for laying any Embargo within this Port, but only 


* mentions his having preſſed the Aſſembly of the 
Lower Counties“ to continue the Prohibition of 
« Proviſions and warlike Stores, to the Time limited 
„ by the Laws of New-York and Fer/ey,” as if no 
« ſuch Law had ever been paſſed by himſelf within 
© this Province! What Purpoſe ſuch a Conduct to- 
< wards us is to anſwer, the Governor beſt knows. — 
But when he proceeds in his ſaid Meſſage to pro- 
© poſe to us to have the Embargo continued for 
<« the ſame Time that it is in the Provinces of New- 


 « York and Jerſey,” we mult confeſs we are entirely 


at a Loſs to know what the Governor would mean, 
our preſent Act coming preciſely within the Go- 
vernor's Recommendation; being made in Com- 
pliance with the Law of New-7 ork. If the Lower 
Counties have not complied with thoſe Terms, it 
is not to be imputed to the Aſſembly of this Pro- 
vince, who have fully diſcharged their "Part to make 
the Embargo effe&tual. 

We entreat the Governor to entities and reflect 
on the Share he has had in the Laws of the Lower 
Counties, paſſed by bimſelf, which ſeem calculated 
to give this Houſe unneceſſary Trouble to no good 
Purpoſe whatever: For now when he has thought 
fit to call us together in the Heighth of our Har- 
veſts, our Servants generally taken from us, and 
the Country in want of Labourers, what has the 


. Governor been n to * but to F — 


— 
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Act to continue the Embargo * for the ſame Time 
< that it is in the Provinces of New-York and Fer- 
&« ſey,” which is the Tenor and Limitation of our pre- 
ſent Act, it being to have continued (had the Lower 
Counties paſſed cheir Acts in Conformity with the 
Laws of New-York, as this Province and New- 
© Jerſey had already done) to the 4th Day of Auguſt. 
* And as New-York has not extended their Act that 
„we know of (which will probably become unne- 
* ceſſary on the Proclamation of a War with Fran, 
now daily expected) any new Act we could make 
would only be to continue the Act of this Province 
< to the Time it was to continue; which is ſuch an 
* Abſurdity as we preſume on Reflection the Gover- 

nor will not infiſt upon. 

« Bur that no Time might intervene, whereby the 
© French might be ſupplied with Proviſions or war- 
« like Stores from this Province, we, at our laſt Sit- 
C ting, put into the Governor's Hands a Bill “to con- 
c tinue the Act for preventing the Exportation of 


3.3% Proviſions, naval or warlike Stores, from this Pro- 


« vince to Cape. Breton, or to any other the Domi- 
© nions of the French King, or Places at preſent in 


Poſſeſſion of any of his Subjects,” to prevent, as 


* much as lay in our Power, any Deficiencies which 
© might ariſe from the Conduct of the Aſſembly of 
© the Three Lower Counties, if they ſhould think fit 
to invalidate the Acts of the other Colonies for lay- 
ing a general Embargo. 

« At the ſame Time we alſo ſent up a Bill, intitu- 
led, 4 Supplementary Ati 10 a Law of this Province, 
intituled, An AF for the more effettual obſtructing 
© the Exportation of Proviſions and warlike Stores from 


= - 


| © the Province of Penſylvania; which Bill, if the 


Governor had paſſed it at the Time it was ſent to 
him by the Houſe, or if he ſhould hereafter be 


© pleaſed to give his Aſſent thereto, would prevent all 


© Doubts, and give full Liberty to ſend Supplies ta 
* ſuch of the Ning s Ships and Forces as may be 


<< employed in any Part of America; and we have 
never 
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© never endeavoured t6 put the Trade of this Place, 


© where the Intereſt or Dignity of the Crown is con- 


< cerned, on any other Footing than it is in the other 
< Colonies. : 5 


The two Members appointed to wait upon the Go- 


vernor with this Paper were alſo charged with the Bill 


for ſtriking 4,000. in Bills of Credit on the Proprie- 


. Zgries Account; and ws him thereon, 


That the Houſe think it highly neceſſary that 
there ſhould be ſome Preamble to the ſaid Bill, other- 
© wiſe thoſe who are not particularly acquainted with 
our Affairs may imagine that the Proprietaries have 
< thereby given Four Thouſand Pounds over and above 
© the Five Thouſand Pounds ſpecified in the Act for 
granting Sixty Thouſand Pounds to the King's Uſe; 
the Houſe therefore propoſe, that ſince the Gover- 
nor is averſe to having it mentioned in the Preamble 
< that the ſaid Five. Thouſand Pounds was given by the 
< Proprietaries in Conſideration of their being exempted 


from the Payment of their Taxes towards raiſing the 


< aforefaid Sum of Sixty Thouſand Pounds, although 


the ſame is expreſly declared in that Act, without any 


Objection having been made thereto by the Gover- 
< nor at the Time it was paſſed, they will leave out the 
* firſt Clauſe of the Preamble, 'and inſtead thereof in- 


ſert the following Clauſe, vx. Es 
« Whereas the honourable Proprietaries of this Pro- 
vince have been pleaſed to make a free Gift of the Sum 
F Five Thouſand Pounds, for the Purpoſes and in 
the Manner particularly ſet forth by an Act of General 
Aſſembly of this Province, paſſed in the Twenty-ninth 
Zear of his Majeſty's, Reign, intituled, An Act for + 
granting the Sum of Sixty. Thouſand Pounds to the 
OB De? BE.) nts HL Def 9a 


_ The Governor after reading the Meſſage was 


pleaſed to anſwer, 


© Thar he believed the Houſe had miſunderſtood 


© his Meſſage z that he had no Intentions of diſo- 


* _ © bliging 
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© bliging them, and that he was ſorry to ſee they had 
© taken any Offence ; however, as he was about leav- 
© ing the Government, he ſhould not return any An- 
« ſwer to it; and that as to the Bill for ſtriking Four 
« Thouſand Pounds, to be replaced by the Proprieta- 
« ries Receiver General, he thought the Houſe gave 
a a good Reaſon why there ſhould be ſome Pream- 
« ble to the ſaid Bill, and that he would take the one 
« propoſed into Conlideration.* Xo 
The Reſult of which Conſideration was, the ſend- 
ing down another Preamble in Lieu of the Aut, ſpe- 
cifying the free Gift, but dropping the Con/ideration 
of Exemption, without taking any Notice at all of 
the laſt; which other Preamble was «nanimouſly re- 
jected on the firſt Reading. | 3 
That they were ſtill willing to paſs the Bill with their 
own ſecond Preamble, they, nevertheleſs, informed 
the Governor; and, in the ſame Meſſage, they alſo 
deſired to be informed, “ Whether he had come to 
any Reſolution concerning the Exciſe-Bill, and the 
40,000 J. Bill for the King's Uſe??? And here the 
Affair {tuck : The Governor remained mute; or at 
leaſt only anſwered the two laiter Parts of the Mef- 
ſage, without taking any Notice of the former. 
«© The Exciſe Bill, he ſaid, he neither could or would 
paſs:“ And as to the 40,000). - Bill he: ſent it down 
ſo amended, by leaving out the Clauſe for Taxing 


the Proprietary Eſta:e, as again rendered the :Sefſion 


abortive: The Houſe reſolving to adhere to their Bill 
as ſent up, without admitting his ſaid Amendments... 
So that, after all the Parade which had been made 
both there and here of this prodigious Gift, the Pro- 
Vince was either to receive it in hare? us a Way, as 
rendered it in a Manner uſeleſs 3 or «iſe, tho? they took 
it upon their own Credit, to releaſe the Donors in Effect 
of all future Claim, by conſenting to drop the Terms 
on which alone it could be conſiſtently accepted. 0 


What is farther remarkable, during the Courſe of 


this Interchange of P's one from the Gover- 
nor concerning Indian Affairs was ſent to the Aſſem- 
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bly, which was altogether irreconcileable with that 
which he had ſent them ſixteen Days before. It will 
be recollected, that on the 5th of. the current Month 
July, the Weſtern Indians, in Contradiction to the 
Advices received from Sir Charles Hardy, and Sir 
"William Johnſon, were to fall on the Province in Time 
of Harveſt: And now on the 2 iſt, in Conformity to 
thoſe Advices, ſuch of the ſaid Weſtern Indians as 
had attended the Conferences between the Six Na- 
tions and the ſaid Sir Y. FJobnſon, had not only laid 
down the Hatcher, but alſo engaged to follow the Ex- 
ample of the ſaid Nations in aſſiſting us againſt the 
French —Nor was this all: A Number of the Sa/que- 
hanna Indians, and Teedyuſcung a King of the Dela- 
"wares, had diſcovered ſo good a Diſpoſition to re- 
turn to their Alliance and former Friendſhip with us, 
that nothing was wanting but an Interview between 
him (the Governor) and them; and a proper Provi- 
ſion for the Expences thereof, and the fulfilling ſuch 
Engagements as the preſent Exigencies might re- 
uire. 
| ky Such were the Tidings now imparted, with an 
| Aſſurance, that he ſhould therein have a particular 
Regard to the Honour and Saſety of the Province. 
To the Province nothing could be more agreeable 
than ſuch Tidings; nor could any Service be named 
in which they would have laid out their Money more 
willingly: But their public Stock was exhauſted; and 
by the ſeveral Negatives put upon their Bills "they 
were diſabled from raiſing more: Conſequently were 
as much diſtreſſed now for the Means of making 
Friends, as before for the Means of defending them- 
ſelves againſt their Enemies. 
What Sum would be ſufficient ? was the firſt Que- 
ſtion: The Governor being conſulted on that Head, 
. anſwered, <* That he had made no Calculation; but 
it ſeemed to him, that about 4 or 500 J. might ſerve; 
tho* the Expence would be the greater, as he ſhould 
| be obliged to have a Body of Soldiers for his Guard :” 
1 The Commiſſioners of the 60,000 J. Act 5 2 
J vI 
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adviſed with; and upon the Iſſue of all, they made 
uſe of this Incident to lay a brief: State of their Caſe 
before the Governor in the uſual Way of Meſlage ; 


in which having expreſſed their Satisfaction in the 


News imparted, they proceeded as follows, viz. 
And in this critical Juncture, when a happy Iſ- 


* ſue of a Treaty with the Indians muſt be of ſo great 
Advantage to the Proprietary Intereſt, as we appre- 
hend the preſent Treaty muſt be, we cannot ſuffer 


© ourſelves to doubt their Willingneſs to contribute 


© towards the heavy Expences the Province groans 


© under for Indian Affairs; eſpecially conſidering the 


Governor has juſt now refuſed to paſs our Bill. for 


granting Forty Thouſand Pounds to the King's Ute, 
« becauſe the Proprietary Eſtate was therein taxed, in 
common with all the other Eſtates in this Province, 
for their mutual Defence; and has alſo refuſed to 


continue our Exciſe Act, ſome Time ſince expired 3 


« ſo that the Province is greatly indebted, and our only 
remaining Fund reduced to the loweſt Extremity. 
Under theſe Circumſtances, we made Applica- 


tion to the Commiſſioners, appointed by, the Act 
for granting Sixty Thouſand Pounds to the King's 
Uſe, to know whether any Money remained in 

their Hands, which might be applied to the pre- 
* ſent Emergency; but we find, that the Fifty-fve 


3 Thouſand Pounds, to be ſunk by the Provincial Tax, 
is expended ; that near Four Thouſand (Part of the 


* Five Thouſand) Pounds given: by the Pro — . 


© in Conſideration of their being exempted from their 


Share of that Tax, is not. paid into the Commilſ- 


e ſioners Hands; and if the whole Sum was paid, 
© the Debts, already contracted for the Defence of 


:” the Province, are nearly equal thereto, | Never- 
© theleſs, as we apprehend, the Treaty propoſed to 
be held with the Saſquebarng Indians, and the Dela- 


< ware. King Teedyuſcung, may be attended with laſt- 
ing good Conſequences, we have reſolved, that the 
* Sum of Three Hundred Haunds be eee by this 


8 Houſe for that h 65510 
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chiefly indentured Servants, it would be neceſſary 1 
l . at the 
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The Members fent herewith, were alſo to apprize 


him, that if it was pleaſing to him, they ſhould ad- 


Journ to the 16th of Augyft: And his Anſwer was, 


That he ſhould not engage for the Proprietaries 


contributing any Thing towards the Expences that 
may attend the propoſed Conference; that as the 
© Houſe had voted Three Hundred Pounds for that 


© Purpoſe, he ſhould wait at Eaſton or Betble- 


< bem till the whole was expended, then take his 
* Horſe and ride away to New-York to meet Lord 
6 Loudon; and that as to the Time of Adjournment, 
© he ſhould not ſay whether he was pleaſed or diſ- 


_ © pleaſed with it, but leave it intirely with the Houſe 


to do as they pleaſed,” “. 


A Compliment from General Shirley to the Pro- 
Vince on his being recalled, acknowledging the © re- 
& peared Inſtances of their contributing towards the De- 


 < fence of his Majeſty's juſt Rights and Dominions, 


and to aſſure ibem of his hearty Wiſhes for their 


Welfare,“ without one civil thing to his Brother 


Governor, tho' the Letter is directed to him, is the 
only Remarkable of the Seſſion hitherto omit- 
ted: And inurioufly, wickedly, 'a"d/ impudently, as 
the Province has been. aſperſed, no Voucher of that 
authentic Nature can, or ought to be diſpenſed with. 
On the 16th, according to their Adjournment, they 
met again: And the next Day they were honoured 


with the Governor's Meſſage; which told them, in 


the firſt Place, what they had long told each other 


before, namely, That their Treaſury was exhauſted : 


Thar the Troops wanted their Pay: That a Supply 
was neceſſary, &c.*”* The taking and burning of an 
Out-fort on the Juniata, called Fort Granville, made 
a good terrifying Ingredient in it: The -reſt was the 
Stuff that he had talked! over and over, till the Ear 
was weary of hearing it; except that Major Ruther- 


ford, the Commanding Officer in that Province 'of 


the new American Regiment then raiſing, wanted Bar- 
racks for 1000 Men; and that his Recruits being 


* . * 
F aw ” a **.oa 3 
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the Houſe to make Proviſion for the Payment of their 
Maſters, for the Reſidue of the Time each had to 

ſerve, in Conformity to his Majeſty's Inſtructions.“ 


The next Day the Houſe ſent up their Reply; . 


which was as follows : 
May it pleaſe the Gonerner 4 


© The Houſe have repeatedly * Fred the 8 : 


. Bills for granting conſiderable Sums to the King's 


Uſe, to which he has refuſed his Aſſent, being re- 


ſtrained by the Propritiaries, as he ſays, from paſſ- 
ing any Bills in which heir Eſtale is to be taxed to- 
wards its Defence. We know of no equitable Way 
of raiſing ſuch large Sums as are now neceſſary, but 
by a general Tax on all Eſtates, real and perſonal. 

We have voted another Sum of Forty Thouſand 


paring a new Bill to lay before the Governor for that 


nion, that the Proprietary Eſtates ought to be taxed 
in common with thole of their Fellow Subjefs in all 
the reſt of the King's Dominions, for their common 


Bill, without Injuſtice to the King's other Subjects, 
ourſelves, our Conſtituents, and Poſterity; and we 
believe, that an equal Number of Men, of any Sect, 

Nation, Name or Party among us, will never be 
choſen to repreſent the Province, who would be of 
a different Sentiment in this Particular. | | 

In the mean time, we earneſtly requeſt the Go: 


taries Receiver General, to induce him to pay the 
remaining Sum of near Three Thouſand Pounds, yet 


A K G a K 


which by Law was to have been immediately advan- 


to the Injury of the poor Soldiers, whoſe Pay is in 
Arrear for want of that Money, the Fifty: five Thou- 


* ſand Pounds we granted by the ſaid Bill or the 


$ _—_ 8 Ule ny expended. 


Pounds, to be raifed in that Manner, and are pre- 


Purpoſe. But as we are, and muſt be ſtill, of Opi- 


Defence, we cannot omit a Clauſe of that Kind in our 


vernor would uſe his Influence with the Proprie- . 


behind of their Contribution of Five Thouſand Pounds, 


ced, bur is ſtill witb-held from the Commiſſioners, | 


4 23 18 8 . 
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© We are ſenſibly affected with the diſtreſſed State 

© of our- Frontier Inhabitants'; though we apprehend 
© they are in a much better Situation than tho 1 of the 
neighbouring Provinces, who are equally near the 

Enemy. And we hope _ may be rendered ſtill 
more ſecure, by a vigorous Exertion of the Force 
* now on Foot for their Protection, and the Annoy- 
© ance of the Enemy. 

© The other Matters recommended to us by the 

Governor, we will take into Conſideration, and hope 

we may be able to do therein whatever ought to be 

© expected of us. 

This was the laſt Parley between the Aſſembly of 
Penſylvania and Mr. Morris, who makes ſo notable a 
Figure on their Lift of Governors. Captain Denny his 
Succeſſor was at hand ; and therefore he did not think 
it worth his while to compoſe a Reply, which he 
might reaſonably pe no my would think worth 

| Ms 
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hs of Devils, according to the Seots Proverb, 
is Ae l 5 


Welcome ever ſmiles, 
. And Farewell goes out ſighing 
f fax Shakeſpeare. © 
| The whole Province ſeemed to feel itſelf relieved by 
the Alteration of one Name for another. Hope, the 
univerſal Cozener, perſuaded them to- believe, that 
«he good Qualities of the Man would qualify the Go- 
vernor.—He was received like a Deliverer,—The of- 
ficious Proprietary-Mayor-and-Corporation, more than 
once already. mentioned, made a Feaſt for his Enter- 
tainment; and having invited the Aſſembly to par- 
take of it, they alſo were pleaſed to become forgetſul 
enough to be of the Part. 
That the ſaid Aſſembly ſhould congratulate him on 
his Arrival and Acceſſion (tho” the Term is a royal one) 
was, perhaps, no more than a decent and reſpectful 
Compliment : And that they ſhould augurate from 
Bel xcellence of his Character, that his Adminiſtra- 
* * ** tion 
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tion would be excellent, a fair and candid Inference. 


But that they ſhould find 600 J. at hat Time in their 
Treaſury to preſent him with as an Initiation- fee, 
may be Matter of Surprize to all Readers of their 
Votes alike. Tired they might be of Oppoſition 
—pleaſed to find ſome Pretence for relenting: But 
how they ſhould find Money where no Money was, 
would be beyond Conjecture. The Order, therefore, 
on their Treaſurer for that Sum could only be conſi- 
dered as a preſent Mark of their Good-will, and an 
Obligation on the Houſe to provide, in ſome future 
Money-bill, for the Diſcharge of that Order. 
Compliments over, Government began.—And in 
the new Governor's very firſt Speech, the Province was 
given to underſtand, ** That the French Incroach- 
ments on the Ohio, which his Majeſty in his Declara- 
tion of War had aſſigned as the principal Cauſe of his 
entring into a juſt and neceſſary War, were within the 
Limits of it, {which the Province could never yet be. 
convinced of:] And that therefore it was particularly 
incumbent on them to exert themſelves in the Support 
of ſuch Meaſures as had been, or ſhould be, concerted 
for carrying on the ſame with Vigour :—The State of 
the Frontiers too, the Devaſtations, Cruelties, and 
Murders committed there, and the Horror they excited 


in him, made as good a Topic in his Hands, as the 


Back- Counties, and the Back-Inhabitants had done in 
his Predeceſſor's:Nay, thoſe very Bacł-Inbabitants 
are brought forward in the next Paragraph; and, 
what is more, left naked and defenceleſs to a ſavage 
and mercileſs Enemy by an immediate diſbanding of 
Had the French Fort really been within the Bounds of the 
Grant to the Proprietor, that would not have made the Support of 
the War more particularly incumbent on the Aſſembly of Perfpl- 
vania, than on any other neighbouring Government equaliy affect- 
ed and incommoded by its Situation. For the Country was as yet 
uninhabited : The Property of the Soil was in the Proprietors ; who, 


if it could be recovered from the French, would demand and re- 


ceive exorbitant Prices for it of the People. They might as juſtly 
be told, That the Expence of his Lay Nie with the Proprietary of 
Maryland for recovering his Right to Lands on that Frontier, was 
particularly incumbent on them to defraß. 95 | 
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360 An Hiſtorical RE VI E N, &c. 
the Provincial Troops, which, as before, was repre- 
ſented as unavoidable, unleſs freſh Supplies were 
In ſhort: If Mr. Morris had made the Speech him- 
ſelf, he could not have carried on the Thread of Go- 
vernment with more Conſiſtency : For, as to the 
Douceur at parting contained in theſe Words, Let 
Unanimity and Diſpatch prevail in your Councils — 
and be aſſured I will deny you nothing that I can 
grant, conſiſtent with my Duty to his Majeſty, and the 
Rights of the Proprietaries,” it amounted to no more 
than this, Do as my. Maſters the Proprietaries would 
have you, and I will ſay. nothing to the contrary ! 

It is not to be conccived, that Men of ſuch long Ex- 


perience in the Affairs of the Province (ſo the Mem- 


bers of Aſſembly were characteriſed by their new Go- 
vernor) could be one Moment at a Loſs for the Mean- 
ing of his Speech, or what was to be apprehended in 
Conſequence of it. rn Ty 
They had voted a Supply of 40,000 J. before Mr, 
Morris was ſuperſeded. They did not fit as uſual in 
the Afternoon of the Day the Speech was delivered; 
and tho' in the next Day's Deliberation they dropt 
the former Bill, and ordered in another with a Blank 
for the Sum, they adjourned the Day following with- 
out doing any Buſineſs at all: Nay, tho' quickened 
the next following with a Meſſage accompanied with 
an Extract of a Letter from Lord Loudon, as alſo 
ſeveral other Letters and Papers (among the lat 


ter, one containing a Letter from Colonel Armſtrong 


concerning ſome Secret which was to be kept a Se- 
cret ſtill) they demurred both that and three days 
more, before they came to any farther Reſolution ; 


and then they agreed upon an Addreſs by way of An- 
ſwer to his _— in which, after a Paragraph or 


two of Compliment, they dryly gave him to under- 
ftand, 1ſt, ** That from the very Nature of their 
Frontier which was ſo extended that it in a manner co- 


vered the Three Lower Counties, Maryland, and News- 


Ferſey, and conſiſted of diſperſed Settlements, the 


Horrors 
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Horrors he talked of could not be prevented. 2dly, 
That as it was in a better State of Defence than that 
of any of the neighbouring Colonies equally near the 
Enemy, they could not but hope the Inhabirants 
would be equally fafe. And gdly, That as great 
 Unanimity did prevail in their Councils, they ſhould, | 
as far as lay in their Power, conſiſtent with their juſt 
Rights, enable the Governor to afford the People the 
Continuance of that Protection they ſo much ſtood 1 in 
need of, Sc 
| They alſo accompanied the faid Addreſs with the 
following Meſſage ; which was obviouſly of the Nature 
of a Poſtſcript, calculated to contain the Buſineſs pur- 
poſely omitted in the Letter it belonged to. 

* May it pleaſe the Governor, | 
OS As ſoon as we heard and conſidered the Govern- 
* or's Speech, and before we received his Meſſage 
© with the Letter from Lord Loudon, we reſolved to 
give a Sum of Money for his Majeſty's Service; de- 
* monſtrating, by that Readinefs, that we are not in- 
+ ſenſible of our Duty to the beſt of Kings, nor of the 
Neceſſity of enabling the Governor at this critical 
Conjuncture to penn the People committed to 
his Care. 

As former Grants of this Kind have been long 
delayed, or rendered ineffectual, by. Means of latent 
c Proprietary Inſtructions, not communicated to us 
* till we had ſpent much time in vain in forming our 
Bills, we would now humbly requeſt the Governor 
© to lay before us full Copies of ſuch of his Inſtruc- 

tions as relate to Money Bills of any Kind, with the 
© Preambles or other Parts that contain the Reaſons 

of ſuch Inſtructions z; that we may, if poſſible, avoid 
© all Occaſions of Delay in Affairs ſo important, and 
that our Judgments may be informed of the Equity 
8 res Neceſſity of Rules to which a Conformity i is re- 
uired. 
= From the Governor 8 Candour, and ſincere Deſire 
to facilitate and expedite, by every Means in his 
5 FR what i is * to the public Welfare, as 


A 
Py 


well 
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362 An Historical REVIEW, &c. 
© well as from the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing i In it- 
© ſelf, we have no doubt that he will ca us in 

- Bp nting this Requeſt.” | 

he Afſembly was civil :—The Governor was art- 

ful. As he would not grant all that was aſked, he re- 

ſolved to be as forward as poſſible in performing as 

much as he deſigned. Thus, on the very Day their 

Requeſt was made, he laid the Inſtructions in queſtion 

before them; being the eleventh, twelfth, and twenty- 
firſt Articles of the Proprietary Inſtructions. 

Of theſe the firſt regards the Intereſt Money ariſing 
from the Provincial Bills of Credit, and the Money to 
be raiſed by Exciſe; and having by Advance aſſerted 
a joint Intention in the faid Proprietaries, and the Houſe 

of Repreſentatives, to have it applied for the public 

Service, proceeds to ground upon that joint Intention 
a Title to an equal Power over it; then forbids the 
Governor to give his Aſſent to any Bill or Act of Aſ- 
ſembly for emitting, re-emitting, or continuing any 
Paper Currency, unleſs the whole of the Intereſt Mo- 
ney ariſing therefrom ſhould be diſpoſed of only to the 
very Purpoſes to be ſpecified in ſuch Act, or where that 
could not be conveniently done, by the joint Concur- | 
rence of Governor and Aſſembly for the Time be- 
ing. And the ſame Prohibition is alſo extended to all 
| Exciſe Laws, except the Diſpoſition of the Money to 
be raiſed by them is alſo appropriated in the ſame 
Manner. 

I! be Second, having admitted that a reaſonable and 
moderate Quantity of Paper Money tended greatly to 
the Benefit of the Province, as well as to the Trade of 

Great Britain, and that the Dangers of Depreciation _ 

' aroſe only from an over-great Quantity, authoriſes and 
impowers the Governor diſcretionally, on proper In- 
quiry made, and proper Aſſurance obtained of the re- 

al Utility of ſuch a Meaſure, to make an Addition to 
the preſent Currency of 40, ooo I. more; provided 
ſtrict Regard was had to all the Limitations ſpecified 
in the Inſtruction foregoing: And alſo, that effectual 
T Care was taken that all Rents and Vit. Renis, due — 
1 | - 2 > WG 
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the ſaid Proprietaries, ſhould be always paid accord- 
ing to the Rate of Exchange at the Times of Payment 
between the Cities of Philadelphia and London, by 
ſome ſufficient Proviſion in the very Act itſelf, or 
ſome ſeparate Act, as was done in the 12th of che 
preſent King, when the farther Sum of 11, 110 J. 55. 
was iſſu | 
And the Third related to the Proprietary Eſtate; 
concerning which it aſſerted and maintained, iſt, 
That the ſaid Eſtate never had been taxed. 2dly, 
That, over and above ſuch Exemption, ſeveral Acts 
were paſſed, giving to the ſaid Proprietary a Support 
by Duties and other Impoſitions. 3dly, That, ſince 
the Expiration of thoſe Laws, no Aid had been given 
to the Proprietaries as ſuch; notwithſtanding which, 
they had, on ſeveral Occaſions, ſhewn their Regard to 
the public Service, by voluntarily and chearfully ex- 

nding ſeveral conſiderable Sums of their own Mo- 
ney for the Advancement thereof, altho* no Provin- 
cial Tax had been laid upon the People within their 
Time, till the laſt Year : So as that, not having any 
| Reaſon to ſapect the Aſſembly would deviate ſo much 
from the antient Uſage, as to pretend, by any Act of 
theirs, to charge their Eſtate with the Burden of any 
Taxes, they had therefore given the preceding Go- 
vernor 20 particular Inſtructions on that Head. 4thly, 
That the Aſſembly, taking Occaſion of the Troubles 
of America, had repreſented them in a very untrue 
Light, as unwilling to aſſiſt the Public by contributing 
to the Defence of the Country, tho* no Application 
had been made to either of them for that Purpoſe. _ 
5thly, That the Bill they had prepared and ſent up 
tor raiſing 50,000 J. for the King's Uſe, by a Tax of 
12 d. per Pound, and 20s, per Head, was a Bill of a 
moſt unjuſt and extraordinary. Nature; in as much as 
the Eſtates of the Proprietaries were not excepted, but, 
on the contrary, the Aſeſſors were to acquaint them- 
ſelves with and procure the Amount of their Eſtate in 
Quit-Rents, and in the ſame Manner as other Eſtates 
Vere aſſeſſed and e in the 3 Counties, by 

| virtue 
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virtue of the ſaid Bill; as the ſaid 12 4. was laid on 
the whole Value or Fee-ſimple of every Eſtate, which, 
ſuppoſing the ſame computed at Twenty-five Years 
Purchaſe only, was a Quarter-part more than the 
whole groſs Rent, without allowing for any Charges 
or Repairs ;z as it was contrary to the Royal Charter, 
which required Land-tax Bills, as well as other Bills, 
to be conſonant to Reaſon, the Laws, Statutes, and 
Rights of the Kingdom, c. not repugnant to them; 
as ſo heavy a Tax was not neceſſary to be laid for the 
_ raiſing ſuch a Sum, which might have been raiſed 
many other Ways; as calculated for the Purpoſe of 
putting it in the Power of Perſons wholly choſen by 
the People to tax their Eſtates up to their full Value, 
and to eaſe other Perſons, by taxing them ſo lightly as 
only to make up what might afterwards be wanting to 
complete the ſaid Sum; as the taxing of aunimproved 
Lands yielding no Rent or Profit to the Owner, was 
highly unreaſonable, and contrary both to the Practice 
of Great Britain, and the Laws and Statutes thereof ; 
as, according to the beſt Inquiries they could make, 
neither the Quit-Rents reſerved to the Crown, or the 
Proprietaries of any other Colonies, had ever been 
taxed towards the raiſing any Supplies granted in thoſe 
Colonies; Quit-Rents in general being indeed ſo ſmall, 
that little or no Land- tax would be payable out of 
them, even in Great Britain, where Land-taxes are an- 
nual; and as the Grantees and Owners of ſuch Farms 
and Plantations, out of which ſuch very ſmall Ac- 
knowledgments were reſerved to them, did, in caſe 
of a Land- tax, pay for the Value of ſuch their ſaid 
Farms. 6thly, That tho' their Deputy Governor did 
refuſe his Aſſent to the Bill, on the Aſſembly's refuſing 
to exempt their Eſtates, they were ſo far from deſi- 
ring not to contribute to the Defence and Support of 
His Majeſty's Rights and Dominions, that immediately 
on the firs Notice ſent them of Braddock's Defeat, they 
ſent over an Order to their Receiver-General to pay 
out of the Arrears of their Quit-Rents the Sum of 
5000 J. as a free Gift towards the Defence of the Pro- 
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- vince; defiring all Diſputes might ceaſe, and that the 
Governor and Aſſembly would join together in Mea- 


ſures to oppoſe the common Enemy. #7thly, That the 


ſaid Sum of 5000 J. ſo by them given, was, accord- 


ing to their Belief, twenty times more than the Tax 
upon all their Eſtates there, if truly and proportiona- 
bly rated, according to the Value of all other Eſtates, 
would have amounted to, for raiſing a Sum of 
50,000]. Sthly, That another Bill of the ſame un- 
juſt Nature, for raiſing 33, ooo l. by a Tax of Six 
Pence in' the Pound on the clear Value of all Eſtates 
(theirs excepted in Conſideration of the ſaid Free: gift) 
their then Lieutenant Governor not being provided 
with particular Inſtructions with reſpect to ſuch Bill, 
and becauſe the Money was then requiſite for the De- 
fence of the Province, gave his Aſſent to. gthly, 
That they, tendering as they ought to do, the then 


Exigency of Affairs, and the Neceſſity of a Supply, 


did not make any Application to his Majeſty for his 
Royal Diſallowance of the ſaid Act, as at any other 
Time they ſhould have done, 10thly, That the Aſeſ- 


ſors apointed by the A in both the ſaid Bills 


were few in Number, choſen by the People oxy, and 
not one by them; and tho” incapable of knowing the 
true Value of the'ſeveral Eſtates, ſo to be rated and 
taxed, were made final and abſolute Judges without 


Appeal. 11thly, That by laying ſo great a Tax to 


raiſe ſo ſmall a Sum, the ſaid 4ſeſors, had it in their 
Power to commit great Irregularities, in taxing ſome 
Eſtates to their urmoſt Value, and ealing others, 

which would be unequal and unjuſt, and. was fo 
much the more to be feared, becauſe they, the Propri- 
etaries, had been informed, That in aſſeſſing the ordi- 
nary County Levies on the like Plan, many Perſons, 
inſtead of being rated at their full Worth, had not 


been rated at a Aftieth Part of it. 


- © 


All theſe ſeveral Articles (here ſtated in their full 
Force) are introduced with 4 }hereas at the Head of 
each, and all implicated in one embaraſſed immea- 

35ͤ ̃ͥ VU ſurable 
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| ſurable Period; to which is tacked the Inſtruction it- 
ſelf, with the following Preamble: | 


And whereas the ſaid Aſſembly appear to us to 
© have been inclined not only to load and burden our 
< Eſtates with Taxes by their Authority, directly con- 
< trary to former Uſage, but even to charge the ſame 
diſproportionably, and inan unequal Manner, in or- 
der to eaſe the Eſtates of others, which is a Mea- 
ſure we are by no means willing to conſent to: And 
as the preſent Invaſion of his Majeſty's American 


a 


. * 


© Dominions may make it neceſſary to raiſe further 


© Supplies for his Service in our ſaid Province, the 


Aſſembly may hereafter propoſe and offer Bills or 


Acts of Aſſembly, to lay additional Taxes on real 
* Eſtates there: You are, therefore, hereby required 
© and directed, not to give your Aſſent to any Bill or 


Act of Aſſembly of that Sort, unleſs the Act be 


made to continue for one ſingle Year only, and no 
777 ß ĩͤ , ĩͤ heTa 
Here follows a Variety of Preſcriptions and Prohi- 
bitions; ſome plauſible; ſome artificial; and all ſerv- 


ing as a Shoing-horn to the great One of all, the Ex- 
emption of the 1 Quit-Rents, which was to be 
rendered as expreſs F 


as poſſible. 


. 4 
* 


That, however, they may not appear altogether. in- 
tractable, one Conceſſion is made towards the Conclu- 
ſion, which is worth more perhaps than they ſuppo- 
ſed; as it contains a tacit Acknowled, ment 1 0 
Equity, they ought to be taxed like tlie reſt of their 


Fellow - Subjects, and yet leſs than them they would 
have it underſtood; ſuch Eſtates of theirs, as come 


within that Deſcription, not being like to produce 
ſuch a Sum as deſerved to be made a fan Ob- 
ject; and the introductory Part of the Paragraph, as 


may be collected from the famous Conteſt between 


them and the Aſſembly concerning Indian Expences, 
juſtly drawing the whole into Suſpicion” © 
This is the Paragraph. Valeat quantum valere poteſt. 
And whereas we are, and always have been, moſt 


ready and willing to bear a juſt Proportion along 


* 


© with 


ww 
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© with our Tenants in any neceſſary Tax for the De- 
© fence of the ſaid Province, which ſhall be equally 


laid upon the Lands of the Inhabitants, and alſo 
upon any of our Manors or Lands which are aftu- 


« ally let out on Leaſes, either for Lives or Years, as 
being Eſtates in ſome Degree like to thoſe of which 
the Inhabitants are poſſeſſed; therefore you are at 
Liberty to give your Conſent to any reaſonable Bill 
or Act for that Purpoſe, provided the Tax to be 
« paid for ſuch our laſt mentioned Eſtates ſhall be paya- 
ble by the Tenants and Occupiers, who ſhall deduct 
the ſame out of the Rents payable by them to us. 
It is remarkable, that through the whole the Lan- 
guage is ſuch as could indeed become none but an 
abſelute Proprietary ; all dictatorial; all in chief, as 
Lord Paramount; as if there was no King in Iſrael, nor 
any Intereſt worthy Conſideration, but the Proprietary 
Intereſt ; as if there was no Occaſion for Royal luſtruc- 
tions, or as if it was impoſſible any ſuch ſhould inter- 
fere with theirs ; and as if the Provincial Legiſlature 
was a Noſe of Wax to be twiſted into what Shape 
they pleaſed. | 
Such were theſe Inſtructions: And as to chieir Ef- 
fe& in the Houſe, it was ſuch as was naturally to be 


expected : They ſaw a Controverſy without End be- 


fore them, productive in its Way of all Manner of 
Calamities public and private, and to be prevented or 


ſhortened only by a Submiſſion equally ruinous. 


They ſaw this; and it threw them into Agontes, 


tho? not into Deſpair. 


The firſt Expedient they made uſe of was the fol- 
lowing Meſlage to the Governor. 

May it pleaſe the Governor, 
The Houſe. have taken into their moſt ſerious 


© Conſideration the Proprietary Inſtructions relating 
* to'the. paſſing of Money Bills, which the Governor 


© has been pleaſed to lay before us; and as we are 
fully convinced the preſent unhappy Circumſtances 


b of this Province require very large and immediate 
1 Supplies, we have likewiſe. conſidered the Funds 


Fo Derek 
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2M whereby ſuch Sums as we judge abſolutely eber 
© for the Security of the Province may be ſunk, but 
© every Thing we have hitherto been able to propoſe, 
£ muſt be rendered in a great Degree fruitleſs by thoſe 
© Inſtructions if adhered to. 

We therefore requeſt the Governor would be 
© pleaſed to inform us, whether he does not appre- 
hend himſelf at Liberty, notwithſtanding the ſaid 
. © Proprietary Inſtru#ions, to paſs ſuch equitable Bills 
as we may offer him, if conſiſtent with his own 
* Judgment, and agreeable to ſuch Laws as have 
© been enacted by his FRO, and wine the 
© Royal Aſſent.“ | 

To this the Governor anſwered, 

- * Gentlemen, : 

«Iam very glad to hear the Houſe ave ballen the 
Money Bills into their ſerious Conhideration, and 
© the Proprietary Inſtructions on that Subject. 

It would be with great Reluctance, eſpecially at 
this Time, if I ſhould differ in Semiments with the 
© Houle of Repreſentatives. You will be pleaſed to 
< obſerve how I am circumſtanced, and that I cannot 
© recede' from my Inſtructions without riſking both 

Rei Honour and Fortune, which, I am perſuaded, 

* you, Gentlemen, are too equitable to deſire “ 

A Bill for ſtriking the Sum of Sixty Thouſand 
Ppundt in Bills of Credit, and giving the ſame to the 
_ King's - Uſe, and for providing a Fund to fink the 
fame; by laying an Exciſe on Wine, Rum, Brandy, 
and other Spirits, was the Reſult; 10,0007. of which 
was appropriated as the Quota of the Province to the 
general Fund for the common Service and Defence of 
the Colonies, and rendered ſubje& to the Orders of the 
Earl of Peudan; 10,0007. to diſcharge the Debt 
coitratted by the Province for the Proviſions furniſh- 
ed for the Expedition againſt Crown Point; Which 
Debt had been unavoidably incurred, and could no 
otherwiſe be diſcharged; no Part of the 1 t 5,000), 
granted by Parliament for the Colonies, having been 
— to Fe. And the Reſidue, after pay- 

ing 
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ing ſuch Debrs as had been contracted ſince the Ex- | 
iture of the 55,0007. was deſtined for the cur- 
rent Ser viee; as the Managers appointed by the ſaid 
Act, with the Conſent and Approbation of the Go» 
vernor, and not otherwiſe, ſhould direct. 
When the ſaid Bill was preſented to the Govetivie;/ 
he made uſe of the Anſwer of courſe, That he would 
give it all-the Diſpatch i in his Power; but afterwards 
he gave them notice by Meſſage, That Difficulties had 
ariſen; and that he deſired a Conference with a Com- 
mittee of the Houſe in order to a Diſcuſſion. of them. 
A Committee was ordered accordingly ; at which 


< Sept. 13.) the Governor was pleaſed to expreſs him- 


ſelf to the following Purport, viz. 

That althoueh, at the Requeſt of tlie Houſe, he 
© had laid the Proprietary Inſtructions before them 
with the utmoſt Candour, yet he was ſurprized to 
« find there was a Clauſe in the Bill now before him, 


_ © whereby the Surplus Money (if any) was to be in the 


«. Diſpoſition of the Aſſembly, contrary to the ſaid 
6 Proprietary Inſtructions : That the Term for ſi nk- 


ing the Sum granted to the King's Uſe was too 


85 long, and would depreciate*the Value of the Cur- 
rency: That ſo long a a Time was contrary to the 


88 Senſe of the Miniſtry, and the Spirit of the Act off 


© Parliament; which reſtrains the Eaſtern Colonies: 
from ſtriking Bills of Credit for any longer Term, 
even upon the moſt preſſing Emergencies, than Five 
Fears only: That in the Report of the Board of 


Frade on the Act paſſed by this Aſſembly for grant- 


ing Sixty Thouſand Pounds to the King's Uſe, the 


chief Reaſon their Lordſhips urged for not adviſing! 


his Majeſty to diſallow that Aft, was the Shortneſs 
of the Time for ſinking che ſame; and that there. 


were many Ways to fine the Sum granted to the 


King's Uſe, by the preſent Bill, without, og | 
the Exciſe 3 ſo long a Time.“ 
At che Requeſt! of the Committee he- alſo ye 
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Majeſty to give his Aſſent to it. 2. To the Di 


1. To the Length of the Term of Twenty Years 


for finking the ſaid Sum, as it might endanger the in- 


tire Loſs of the Currency; and as the Lords of Trade 
had aſſigned the Shortne/s of the Time preſcribed in 


the 60,000 J. Act, as their Reaſon 1 his 


tion of the Surplus-Money by the Aſſembly alone. 3. 
To the ſubjecting the 10, ooo J. given as a Contribu- 


poſi- 


tion to the general Fund, to the Order of Lord Lou- 
don only, and not of the Commander in chief for the 
Time being. 4. To the Application of any Part of 
the Money to the Diſcharge of the 10,0007. given 


for the Uſe of the Crown-Porint Expedition, as the ſaid 
Sum was iſſued upon a Fund already eſtabliſhed. 


His other Objections, being of a leſs general Na- 


ture, need not to be ſpecified. And in the Cloſe of 


all, That he might be thoroughly underſtood, he farther 


choſe to expreſs himſelf as follows: To wit, That 


he had had ſeveral Applications made to him from the 


Frontier, requeſting the Aid of the Legiſlature in - 


their preſent diſtreſſed Circumſtances : That the Eyes 
of the neighbouring Colonies were upon them; and, a- 


bove all, that the Nation of England were in Expec- 


. tation of their granting the neceſſary Supplies for the 


King's Service: That he was ſorry to find the firſt 


Bill offered to him ſhould be ſuch as he could not 
paſs: And that he hoped they would ſo conduct 


themſelves as that he might make a favourable Repre- 


ſentation of their Conduct to his Majeſty.” “ 


wa 


The Houſe, on the other hand, having taken theſe- 


 Objeftions into Conſideration, appointed a Committee 
to collect the Senſe of the Houſe in Anſwer to them, 


which upon the. Report was approved, and ſent up to 
the Governor by the Committee of Conference. 


And this Anſwer, ſo far as regards the Objections 
above ſtated, can be given in no Terms ſo appoſite as 


their own, vis. E | 
1. The Houſe choſe, at this Time, an Exciſe Bill 


rather than a Land- tax Bill, to, avoid any Diſpute 


about taxing the Proprietary-Eſtate, and becauſe, as 
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it was a Mode of raiſing Money they were uſed to 
and underſtood, the Bill might more ſpeedily be 
formed and brought to Effect, ſo as to anſwer the 

reſent preſſing Emergency; and being in the ſame 
F orm with a Number of preceding Exciſe Bills, that 
had been paſſed by former Governors, gone through 
the Offices at Home, and received the Royal Aſſent; 
they well hoped it might meet with no Objections. 
The laſt Time it paſſed, the Term was Ten 
Years. No Inconvenience aroſe from the Length 
of that Term. Could we have ſunk the Sum we 
wanted by the Exciſe in that Term, we ſhould not 


< defire to extend it. But we expect it will not yield 


more in Twenty Years than the Sixty Thouſand 
Pounds granted. The Act of Parliament made for 
the Eaſtern Colonies, is not in Force here. Had 
the Parliament thought it fit that this Province 


'© ſhould be governed by that Act, they would not 


have excluded Pen/ylvania out of the Bill, as they 
actually did. Governor Hamilton had formerly of- 
fered to extend the Exciſe to any Term, durin 

which we would load it with Tree Thouſand n 
per Annum, granted to the Crown. From whence 


we concluded the Term of Twenty Years would | | 


not be objected to, Sixty Thouſand Pounds being 
oranted, | | | | 


3 Other Taxes or Exciſes on other Conſumptions 


c 
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c 
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might poſſibly be laid, but we have no Experience 
of them: They will require a Time of more Leiſure 
to be well conſidered, and Laws for collecting them 
properly formed, ſo as to be effectual, and not inju- 
rious to our Trade. If this War continues, we may 
ſoon want them all; and the ſucceeding Aſſemblx 
may take thoſe Matters in hand immediately after 
their Meeting, ſo as to have ſuch new Exciſes ready 
before the Money now granted is expended; tho? 
we ſtill think a well proportioned Tax on Property, 
the moſt equal and juſt Way of raiſing Money. 


If every Man who received our Bills of Credit in 
£ 


Payment, was obliged to keep them in his Hands 
Eo b , 
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* till the End of Twenty Years, to be ſure the Length 


© of the Term would occaſion a proportionable Depre- 


ciation. But they being a legal Tender in all Pay- 
ments, and the Poſſeſſor able to exchange them im- 
- mediately for their Value, it is not Length of Term, 
but Exceſs of Quantity, that muſt occaſion their 
*. Depreciation; and that Quantity is by this Bill 
*- yearly to diminiſh. Beſides, the Eighty Thouſand 
© Pounds we have out on Loan, is now to ſink in the 


next ſix Years, which will greatly leſſen our Cur- 


rency, and conſequently leſſen the Danger of the 
Depreciation. | 
© If the Quantity ſhould prove too great, which 
© we believe it will not, a ſubſequent Act, lay ing 
* Exciſe or Duty on other Commodities, encreafing | 
the Duty per Gallon, raiſing it alſo from private 


= Conſumption, or obtaining Money by any other 
© Means for the publick Service, may be made, and 


© the Money applied to the more Rory Sinking this 
© Sixty Thouſand Pounds. 

2. There will probably be little or no Surplus left 
to the Diſpoſition: of the Aſſembly. People row 
leave the Province faſter than they come into it. 
The Importation! of Germans is pretty much over. 
Many go ſrom us to ſettle where Land is cbeaper.— 

* The Danger attending Frontier Settlements will 
< probably be long remembered, even after a Peace 


may be reſtored. And if our Inhabitants diminiſh, 


© the: Exciſe will be leſſened inſtead of being in- 
& creaſed. At its beſt, it produces, communibus An- 
© 275, not more than 7 242. 7 Bouſand Pounds per An- 
4 aum. 
In former Exciſe Litns the Aſſembly have ha the 
© Dif] poſition of the Vholę. They preſerved the pub- 
lick Credit; paid all publick Debts punctually 
5 every Tear; and wers not er the Truſt ret 
in them. ee 

* The Ind vctzon is not a Ahl but Proprietary In- 
'ſtrai ion, calculated to eſtabliſh arbitrary Govern- 
"ment We us, to 4. any the 2 and People, 


by and 


2 4 a 
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and put it out of their Power to ſupport their Com- 
© plaints at Home. It would, moreover, deprive us 

of a juft Right and Privilege, enjoyed from the irt 
1 Settlement of the Country. 
3. Lord Loudon is a Nobleman diſtinguiſhed by 
the great Truſt the Crown hath placed in him. We 
have likewiſe received a high Character of his In- 


* tegrity and Uprightneſs, which induces us to con- 


© fide in him. The Chance of War (which Heaven 
| © prevent) may, after ſeveral Removes, give him a 
< Succeſſor unknown to us. If it ſhould be found 


<* neceſlary and convenient before the Money is ex- 
© pended, the Governor and Aſſembly can at any 
Time, by a little Act, ſubje&t the Remainder to 


the Order of his Succelſor, the Commander in Chief 
K og the Time being. 


. It is true, there was a F a . to 
6 ae the Notes iſſued for the Grant to the Crown- 


© Point Expedition. That Fund in a great Meaſure 
< fails by the Loſs of one whole County to the Enemy, 
a and the Abandoning conſiderable Parts of other 

Counties, where Lands mortgaged te the Loan- 
Office are ſituated. The whole Sum was appro- 


« priated to the King's Service. And if thoſe Notes 


had not been iſſued, that Aſſiſtance could not have 
been given, as our Affairs were then eireumſtanced. 
They cannot be redeemed in due Time by that 
4 Fund, without adding to the Diſtreſſes of the Peo- 

ple, already too great; and the Publiek Credit 


ought to be kept up, as it may be wanted on ſome 


„ture Emergency. Beſides, thoſe Notes bear In- 
*tereſt, and at this Time the Province is leſs able 
than ever to pay Intereſt. We ſhould now fave | 
Money by all Means in our Power.” | 


10. The Fund appropriated for faking the Hine 
Thouſand Pounds, given fot the Canada Expedition, 
was broke in upon by the late extraordinary 
mands for publick Money. Five Thouſand Pak 
was given in Proviſions to General Braddock, 


+ near Feur Thouſand Pounds more to cur a Road 
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© for the King's Service at the Inſtance of that Ge- 


Indians, extraordinary and expenſive Treaties, &c. 
not expected or foreſeen when the Fund was laid, 
It may therefore fall ſhort, and the outſtanding 


lick Credit ought to be ſupported ; and the new 


* 

o 

= 

< Debts not pay the Whole; but, however, the Pub- 
6 

o 

& 


laid Exciſe is the moſt proper Fund to ſupply De- 


_ © ficiencies in the Old, _ : | 
_ © The Houſe cannot be ſuppoſed inſenſible of the 
Diſtreſſes of their Fellow Subjects on the Frontiers. 


-6 
Several of the Members reſide there. They hoped. 
they had in this Bill provided for thoſe People the 

: 
6 


© Means of ſpeedy Aſſiſtance, and avoided all Ob- 
jjections. They ſee none now of Importance enough, 
in their Opinion, to prevent the Paſſage of the Bill. 
They grant the Money freely to the King's Ute, 


and cannot admit of Amendments to,a Money Bill: 
They therefore perſuade themſelves, that the Gover- 


nor will conſider the preſent Circumſtances of the 
Province, and the Conſequences of diſpiriting the 
'* Inhabitants, by depriving them at this Time of their 
Privileges, without which they would think the 


Country ſcarce worth defending ; and that he will 


unſeaſonable, to deprive his Majeftly of a Grant fo 
large, ſo freely given, and fo neceſſary for his Service; 


and for the Preſervation of the Proprietary Eſtate, as 


well as the ſecuring the Lives and Fortunes of the 


Inhabitants, who promiſed themſelves great Hap- 
mediately under his Care 


pineſs in being placed im 
and Protection.“ | „C N | 
The Kings of Great- Britain have a Negative on 
Laws as well as the Deputy-Governors of Penfylva- 
nia: But then they uſe it as rarely as poſſible; and 
when they do, they rather demur than refuſe: But 
the Deputy-Governor of Penſylvania, having no ſuch 
Managements to obſerve, thought the peremptory 
Stile - beſt; and ſo ſent down the Secretary with a 
verbal Meſſage, which is entered in the Minutes of 


c 
* 

* 

* 

— 
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© not ſuffer a Proprietary Inſtruction, new, unjuſt, and 
* 
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neral; beſides large Sums for the Maintenance of 


the Province in theſe Words: 
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"CSI MY 5 5 | 
The Governor returns the Bill, intituled, © An 
4 Ac for ſtriking the Sum of Sixty Thouſand Pounds, 
in Bills of Credit, and giving the ſame to the 
King's Uſe, and for 5 a Fund to ſink the 

« Bills ſo to be emitted, by laying an Exciſe upon 


« Wine, Rum, Brandy and other Spirits.“ And his 


Honour commands me to acquaint the Houſe, 
© That he wiLL NOT give his Aſſent to it; and, 
© there being no Perſon to judge between the Go- 
c vernor and the Houſe in theſe Parts, he will im- 


© mediately tranſmit to his Majeſty his Reaſons for 


'© ſo doing,” 


| The Remainder of that Day (the 15th) as it may 


be ſurmiſed, was waſted in a vain Diſcuſſion of the 


Difficulties they were involved in: For the Houfe 
broke up without coming to any Reſolution. The 


next was a Blank likewiſe: No Buſineſs was done: 


But, on the Third, having reſumed the Conſideration 


of the Governor's Objections to their Bill, the Con- 


mittees Report thereupon, the Governor's verbal 


Meſſage refuſing his Aſſent to the ſaid Bill, and the 
Proprietaries Inſtructions, preſcribing to the Repreſen- 
tatives of the Freemen of the Province, the Mades of 
their raiſing Money for the King's Service, they came 


to the 8 Reſolutions : To wit. | 


© That the ſaid Proprietary Inſtructions are arbi- 


* trary and unjuſt, an Infraction of our Charter, a 
© total Subverſion of our Conſtitution, and a manifeſt 


Violation of our Rights, as free-born Subjects of 


England. 8 
That the Bill for granting Sixty Thouſand Pounds 
to the King's Uſe, to which the Governor has 
been pleaſed to refuſe his Aſſent, contains no- 


© thing inconſiſtent with our Duty to the Crown, 
4 or the Proprietary Rights,” and is agreeable to 


-< Laws which have been hitherto enacted within this 
Province, W * Royal Approbation. 
e 9 
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3 That the Right of granting Supplies to the Crown 
js in the Aſſembly alone, as an eſſential Part of our 

Conſtitution, and the Limitation of all ſuch Grants 
< as:to the Matter, Manner, Meaſure and Time, is 
only in them. | 

That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, that the 
many frivolous Objections, which our Governors 
have been adviſed from Time to Time to make to 
our Money-Bills, were calculated with a View to 
+ embarraſs and perplex the Repreſentatives of the 
People, to prevent their doing any Thing effec- 
tual for the Defence of their Country, and thereby 
© render them odious to their gracious Soveteign, 
and to their Fellow. Subjects, both at Home and 
* Abroad. 
That the Proprietaries encreaſing their Reſtrictions 
upon the Governor, beyond what they had ever 
done before, at a Time when the Province is in- 
vadced by the King s Enemies, and barbarous Tribes 
of Indians are ravaging the Frontier Settlements; and 
their forbidding — Paſſing of any Bills whereby 
Money may be raiſed for the Defence of the Inha- 
4 bitants, unleſs thoſe Inſtructions are ſtrictly complied 
with, is tyrannical, cruel and oppreſſive, with Re- 
* gard to the People, and extremely injurious to the 
King's Service: Since, if the Aſſembly ſhould ad- 
© here to their Rights, as they juſtly might, the 
© whale. Province would be thrown into Confuſion, 
abandoned to the Enemy and loſt to the Crown. 
The Houſe, therefore, reſerving; their Rights ia 
is their full Extent on a}l future Occaſhons, and pRo- 

TESTING againſt the Proprietary Inſtructions and 
5 Prohibitions, do, nevertheleſs, in Duty to the 
King. and Compaſſion for the ſuffering Inhabitants 

£ of 2 diſtreſſed Country, and in humble but full 

6 Confidence of the Juſtice of his Majeſty. and a 
955 Britſh Rarliament, wave their Rights on this preſent 
Occaſion only; and do further Re/a/ve,/ That a new 

Fo Bill ES HO NY of- Money vo 
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De 8 Denny, Dep. 8 377 
© the King's Uſe, and that the ſame be made conform 


© able to the ſaid Inſtructions.” : 
By this new Bill, both the Sum and the Time was | 


reduced one Half: That is to ſay, the Sum to 
30,000 J. and the Time for raiſing it, by Exciſe, to 


Ten Years. The Bill was immediately prepared and 
read, and the next Day was ſent up to the Governor, 


who, on the 20th, condeſcended to ſignify, That he 
was ready to paſs the ſame into a Law, provided, a 


Clauſe cherein relating to the Fines and F orfeitures, be- 


ing paidintothe Treaſury, was firſt ſtruck out; which, 
on Account of the preſent Exigency of Affairs, having 


been alſo agreed to by the Houſe, the ſaid Bill was, 
on the 21ſt of September, paſſed accordingly into a 


Law. 
Under theſe Circumſtantes, in this Manner, and 
for theſe Conſiderations, had Governor Denny the 


Honour to extort this Proprietary-Sacrifice from theſe 


honeſt, conſiderate, able, ſpirited Men, who had 
ſtood in the Gap for ſo many Years, and who had 


never been driven out of it, if it had been poſſible 


for them to have ſaved their Country and its Conſti- 


tution t00. 


To the Cruelty of the Conjuncture alone they gave 
Way: Not to any Superiority of Reaſon in their Ad- 
verſaries, nor through any Failure of Integrity or For- 
titude in themſelves. 


Of this, a ſufficient Teſtimonial remains ſtill to be 


given out of their Minutes; wherein are to be found 
(and it is to be hoped will for ever remain) the Re- 


marks of the Committee, by Order of the Houſe, on. 
the Proprietaries Inſtructions already before the Reader, 
which contain as full a Vindication of themſelves and 
their Conduct, as is in the Power of Thoughts and 
Words to expreſs; and conſequently as full an Ex- 
poſition of the Claims and Demands brought againſt ' 


chem. mY. 


Too long. hawerar,. is this Performance to. be 


Gin in the Entire; more eſpecially in the Cloſe of 


long a Narration; and too Bedient f is it xo _—_ 


5 
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378 An Hiſtorical REVIEW, &c. 
of any Abridgment: To the Appendix, therefore, the 
Reader muſt be referred, if he has a Curioſity to ſee f 
it; where it is lodged, as a Requiſite, without which l 
neither his Entertainment nor his Information could ) 
be complete. | | | 
It will ſuffice to ſay in this Place, That it was una- it : 
nimouſly approved of and agreed to by the Houſe : | 
And that the Houſe was unanimous alſo in Reſolving | 
„That it was highly neceſſary, a Remonſtrance | 
ſhould be drawn up and ſent Home, ſetting forth, he 
true State of Penſylvania, and repreſenting the perni- il - 
cious Conſequences to the BRI is H Intereſt, and to | 
the Inhabitants of that Province, if contrary to their 
Charters and Laws, they were to be governed by Pro- 4 
prietary Inſtructions. _ 5 | 
The true State of Penſylvania is now before us.— It 
is apparent the Aſſemblies of that Province have 
acted from the Beginning on the defenſive only :— 
The Defenſive is what every Man, by the Right and 
Law of Nature is intitled to.—Jealouſy is the firſt Prin. 
ciple of Defence: If Men were not to ſuſpect, they 
would rarely, if ever, be upon their Guard. —Mapna 
Charta is apparently founded upon this Principle; 
- nay, provides, That Oppoſition ſhould be always at 
Hand to confront and obviate Danger. —Penn, the 
Founder of the Colony, founded it upon Magna 
Cbarta: And, as we have ſeen, the Birthrights of 
his Followers were rather enlarged than diminiſhed by 
his Inſtitutions. —That the latter Part of his active 
Life, therefore, was employed in undermining his 
_ own Foundations, only ſerves to excite our Concern, 
That ſo few ſhould be of a Piece with themſelves; and 
to make him anſwerable in Part for the Treſpaſſes of 
his Heirs. Fr, To 
_ Fatally verified, however, we ſee, both there and 
every where elſe, the Fable of the Ax, which having 
been gratified with as much Wood only as would ſerve 
it for a Handle, became immediately the Inſtrument 
to hew down the Foreſt, Root and Branch, from 
whence it was taken. t fe 
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Capt. WiLL1am Denny, Dep. Governor. 379 
It is as apparent, on the other Hand, That theſe 
Proprictaries have acted an Menſive Part; have ſet up 
unwarrantable Claims; have adhered to them by In- 
ſtructions yet more unwarrantable ; have availed them- 
ſelves of the Dangers and Diſtreſſes of the Province, 
and made it their Buſineſs (at leaſt their Deputies 
haye) to increaſe the Terrors of the T:mes, pur- 
poſely to unhinge the preſent Syſtem ; and, by the 
Dint of Aſſumptions, Snares, Menaces, Aſperſions, 
Tumults, and every other unfair Practice whatſoever, 
would have either bullied or wheadled the Inhabitants 
out of the Privileges they were born to : Nay, they 
have actually avowed this perfidious Purpoſe, by 
avowing and diſperſing thoſe Pamphlets in which the 
ſaid Privileges are inſolently, wickedly and fooliſhly 


pronounced repugnant to Government, the Sources 


of Confuſion; and ſuch as, having anſwered the 
great End of cauſing an expeditious Settlement, for 
which alone they were granted, might be reſumed at 
Pleaſure, as incompatible with the Diftatorial Power, 
they now challenge, and would fain exerciſe. | 
And This being the Truth, the plain Truth, and 
nothing but the Truth, there is no need to direct 
the Cenſures of the Public ; which, on proper In- 
formation, are always ſure to fall in the right Place. 
The Parties before them are the Two Proprietaries 


of a Province and the Province itſelf.——— And Who 


or What are theſe Proprietaries? In the Province, 


unſizeable Subjects and unſufficient Lords. At 
Home, Gentlemen, tis true, but Gentlemen ſo very 
private, that in the Herd of Gentry they are hardly 
to be found. Not in Court; not in Office; not in 
Parliament. ro 8 
And which is of moſt Conſequence to the Commu- 
nily; Whether their private Eſtate ſhall be taxed, or 
the Province ſhall be ſaved? „„ 
Whether theſe Two private Gentlemen, in Virtue 
of their abſolute Proprietaryſhip, ſhall convert ſo many 
Fellow-Subjefts, born as free as themſelves, into Vaſ- 


(als? Or, Whether ſo noble and uſeful a Fun: | 


380 © Ar Historical R E VIE V, &c. 
ſhall for ever remain an Alum for all that wiſh to re- 
main as free as the Inhabitants of it have, hitherto, 
made a Shift to preſerve themſelves? _ 

Sub Judice Lis eſt. 

What Part the Offices here at Home have taken in 
this Controverſy, it will be Time enough to ſpecify 
| when tis over: And Appeals reſpectfully made argue 

a Preſumption, That Right will be done. 

But one Circumſtance more, therefore, remains 
to be added in Behalf of this perſecuted Province, which 
is, the Teſtimonial of Commodore Spry, contained in 
the following Extracts from Two of his Letters to one 
Mr. Love!, a Gentleman of Philadelphia, and by 
him communicated to the Speaker of the Aſſembly. 


n . 

WW 08,» 
»Tiis impoſſible to conceive how much I am 
© obliged to the Gentlemen of Peunſhlvania for their 
© ready Concurrence in ſupp/ying his Majeſty's Ships 
in North-America with ſuch a Number of Seamen, 
© at their Government's Expence ; and I muſt entreat 
vou to make my moſt grateful Acknowledgtnents 
© ro your Speaker, and the reſt of the Gentlemen con- 


r SO OS | 
I have joined Mr. Holmes, and we e ne 
«Sail, with a fair Wind, for Louiſourg. Laſt Night a 
Ship luckily arrived with Twenty-nine Seamen more 
from the People of your good Province: God bleſs 
* them! I ſhall ever gratefully remember and ac- 
knowledge it. 1 have the Seamen all on board IP" 
my own Ship, except four that are ſick at the 
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Containing ſundry Original Papers, relative to the ſeveral Points 


Penſylvania, 


2 taries of the Province of Pennſylvania, c. 
Ne REPRESENTATION of the GENERAL-ASSEPMBLY of the 


ſaid Province, met at Philadelphia, the Twenty-third Day of the Sixth 
Month, 1751. 928 | 55 | | | 


May it pleaſe the PROPRIETARIES, 35 85 
HE firſt Settlers of this Province unanimouſly concurred with your worthy Fa- 


ndians, by coming among them as Friends, upon an equitable Purchaſe only: This, 
oon appeared to be the beſt and ſafeſt Way to begin the Infant Settlement, by the Ve- 
neration and Love it procured from thoſe People, who kindly ſupplied the Wants of 


ired to make Room for their new Gueſts, (till preſerving that Eſteem and Veneration 
which had been ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon their Minds, By this voluntary Retreat, 


kept with thoſe who were neareſt, gave the more diſtant Indian Nations that favdur- 
able Opinion of us, which our continuing to act on the ſame Principles of Juſtice hath 


of our Frontiers againſt the French, and French Indians, by obliging them to oblerve a 
utrality towards us, as we experienced during the Courſe of the ſaſt War; and we 


Friendſhip hath neither been procured nor continued without a. very great Expence to 
the People of this Province, eſpecially for ſome Years paſt, wherein we find the Afſ- 


thoſe who could beſt, under God, preſerve. our diſtant Settlements 'againit 


Bxpences, But as that Burden became yearly more and more heavy, the Aſſemblies 

plication ſo apparently reaſonable might have their Approbation. We are therefore 
nuch concern'd-to receive an Anſwer fo different from our Expectations, in which the 
Proprietaries are pleaſed; to ſay, That they do not conceive themſelves under any, 


were laid on the People for the Charges of Government: But as there is not One 
Shilling levied on the People for that Service, there is the Jeſs Reaſon for aſking any 
Thing of them. Notwithſtanding which, they have charged themſelves with paying 
to the Interpreter, much more than could be due to him on any Treaties for Land, 
and are at this Time at the Expence of maintaining his Son, with a Tutor, in the 
Indian Count: v, to learn thiein Language and Cuſtoms for the Service of the Pro- 
vince, as well as of ſundry other Charges on Indian Affairs. That they have been 
at conſiderable Expence for the Service of the Province both in England and here; 
that they purchaſe the Land from the Indians, and pay them for it ; and that they 
are under no greater Obligation to contribute to the Publick Charges than any other 
Chief Governor of any of the other Colonies,” . 2 
1 „ | | = os  VUpan 


of Controverſy. between the Governors and Aſſemblies of 


\ the Honourable THOMAS PENN, ard RICHARD PENN, Preprie- 


| ther, to lay the Foundation of their Settlements, in doing Juſtice to the Native 


many, then deſtitute of the Neceſſaries of Life; and, as the Settlements increaſed, re- . 
all were ſatisfied, for there was Room enough for all; and the good Faith ſo carefully 
upported to this Day: They entered freely into our Alliance; they became the Guards 
have Reaſon to think we now; ſhare largely in their Affections. But this beneficial, 
ſemblics opened their Hands liberally to all the Purpoſes of Peace, among, 


the Depredations of an active and powerful Enemy; without ſtrictly en- 55 
quiring at that Time, how far the People alone ought to bear the Burden of thoſe 


ere naturally led to requeſt the Aſſiſtance of the Proprietaries, and we hoped an Aps 


Obligation to contribnte to Iadian or any other publick Expences, even tho* Taxes 
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APPENDIX 
Upon which we beg Leave reſpeAfully to repreſent to our Proprietaries, Th 
Preſerving a ou — with the Indians, more 2 — advances the - h 
tereſt and Value of the Proprietary Eſtate than that of any other Eſtate in the Province 
as it gives the Proprietaries an Opportunity of purchaſing at a low Price, and ſellin Ke 
high Rates, great Trafts of Land on the Frontiers, which would otherwiſe be 5 4 
aQicable. That therefore, tho“ they may conceive themſelves under no Obligation 
Law, they are under the much ſtronger Obligations of natural Equity and Juſtice f 
to contribute to the Expence of thoſe Indian Treaties and Preſents, by which that _ 
Underſtanding, fo beneficial to them, is maintained. That altho' formal Taxez 
have not been laid in this Province during ſome Years paſt, for the Support of the 
Proprietaries Lieutenant. Governor, and defraying the Charges of Indian Treaties, yet { 
the Intereſt of our Paper Money is a virtual Tax on the People, as it ariſes out of 
and is paid by, their Labour, and our Exciſe is a real Tax, yielding about Tr 
| wy, Pounds per Annum, which is principally expended in thoſe Services, beſide; 
the Tax of Licences of various Kinds, amounting to conſiderable Sums yearly 
which have been appropriated wholly to the Support of the Governor. That the Al. 
ſemblies of this Province have always paid the Accounts of our Indian Interpreter for 
his Publick Services to his full Satisfaction; and we believe future Aſſemblies will not 
fail to do, in that Reſpect, what may reaſonably be expected from them, when bis | 
Son ſhall be thought qualified to ſucceed him. Nor do we doubt their Diſcharging al 5 
juſt Debts for Expences properly chargeable to the Province, whether made here or in. 
England, whenever the Accounts are exhibited. We are nevertheleſs thankful to our 
Proprietarĩes for their Care in our Affairs, and their Endeavours to provide a well 
8 Succeſſor to our preſent Interpreter, as ſuch a One may be of Service to the 
ublick, as well as to the private Intereſts of their Family. | 


— 


We would farther entreat our Proprietaries to conſider, That their great Eſtate not 
Tying in Britain, is happily exempt from the Burdens borne by their Fellow Subject: 

ere, and cannot, by any Law of ours, now in being, be taxed here, That there. 
fore, as they are not obliged, on Account of that Eſtate, to bear any Part of the 7 
Charge of any War the Britiſt Nation may be involv'd in, they may with us more 
freely contribute to the Expence of preſerving Peace, eſpecially on the Borders of their 
own Lands, as the Value of thoſe Lands ſo much depends upon it, Es 


We beg Leave further to obſerve to our Proprietaries, that the AR forbidding all 
others to purchaſe Lands of the Natives, eſtahliſhes a Monopoly ſolely in their Favour; 
that therefore they ought to bear the whole Charge of Treaties with the Indians for 
Land only, as they reap the whole Benefit. And that their paying for Land (bought, 
as we conceive, much the cheaper for the Provincial Preſents accompanying thoſe 
Treaties) which Land they ſell again to vaſt Advantage, is not a ſatisfactory Reaſon 
why they ſhould not bear a Part of the Charge of ſuch other Treaties, as tend to the 


eommon Welfare and Peace of the Province. | No of 


Upon the whole, fince the Proprietaries Intereſts are ſo conſtantly intermixed, more 
or leſs, with thoſe of the Province, in all Treaties with our Indian Allies; and ſince eceſf 
it appears that the Proprietaries think they already pay more than their Share, and the 
People (who have diſburſed near Five Thouſand Pounds within theſe Four Years, on 
thoſe Occafions) think they pay abundantly too much, we apprehend that the ſureſt 
Way to prevent Diſſatisfaction on all Sides, will be, to fix a certain Proportion of the od 
Charge of all future Provincial Treaties with the Indians, to be paid by the Proprie- 1 
taries and Province reſpectively; and this, we hope, they will on further Conſideration Neven 
agree to,. not only as it is in itſelf an equitable Propoſal, but -as it may tend to pre- 


| ferve that Union and Harmony between the Proprietaries and People, ſo evidently ad- , ?: 
| Vantageous to both. | Eee 


'_Sign'd, by Order of the Heuſe | | 
N EH * ISAAC Nonzis, Speaker, 


The 


ANSWER to the 
foregoing Repreſentation 
of the Houſe of Repre- 


ſentatives. 


23, 1753. 


be W GENTLEMEN, | 


whom you repreſent is, as 
ought to be, the a Object of our 
mcern : We fhall, on all Occaſions, ſhew 
en that wwe have it conflantly in View : 
e quill uſe our utmoſi ndeauours to pro- 
re it, at the Expence of our own private 
wrtunes, whenever it appears to us neceſ- 
ary ; and, in conſidering the Matter of your 
preſentation, Hall endeavour to act ſuch 
Part as would be thought juft, by Perſons 


re not ſo difinterefled, ſeems moſt certain; 
berefore, ſuppoſing they ſaw this Matter 


r © Light very different from that in which 
t. appears to us, and that they were not ac- 
„e ted by any Inclination on the one Hand to 


poſe our Intereft, or on the other to influ- 


rearing zealous for theirs (which aue would 
uf and hope is the Caſe) yet we may con- 
nue to differ in Sentiments from them on the 
. * the defired Aſiflance, without 
no liable to any Imputation of neglecting 
0 1 of the Province in the Opinion of 
t World. ; 


3. After wwe had ordered our Governor 
0 give you the Anſever, which he did, to 
our former Application, wwe bad na Reaſon 
expect a 3 of the Application di- 
rh to ourſelves ; as you might well ſup- 
e aue had conſidered the Matter before 
bad returned our firft Anfever, and the 
Lepeating the Requeſt could only produce the 
\epeating the Lauer ; the Occaſion for 
bich does not appear tous. It CG, 
5 | {nat 


A PE: 


aid before the Houſe, May 


; 1 8 HE true and real Intereſt of the 
People 


Ke the weaker Part of the Eleftors by ap- 


he PROPRIETARI ES REPORT onthe PRoPthit- 


TARIES Anſwer, &c. 


Ir Obedience to the Order of the Houſe, your 
Committee have conſidered the Repreſen- 
tation made by a former Aſſembly to the. 
Proprietaries concerning Indian Affairs, 
with their Anſwer delivered io this 
Houſe ; and ſince all further Application 
to the Proprietaries on the Subject of that 
Repreſentation is now forbidden, and they 
ſeem to require that their Anſwer ſbould be 


put on the Minutes of Aſſembly, we are 


of Opinion that the Repreſentation not hi- 


therto made publick ſhould accompany it 
with ſuch of the por var Remarks made 


on each Paragraph of the ſaid Anſwer as 


the Houſe ſball think proper. 
1. Oo N the firſt Paragraph of the An- 


the Declaration it contains is a noble One, 
and worthy of the Rank our Proprietaries 


hold among us; we only with that in the 


3 Cale they had thought fit to give a 


roof of the Sincerity with which it is 


made, ſuch as would have been ſatisfacto- 
ry to others, ſince our Aſſemblies are e- 
ſteemed intereſted Judges. 


bolly difinterefled, both auith regard to us and them, 
. That the Repreſentatives of the People 


2 The Infinuation in the ſecond Para- 
graph, as if the Aſſembly were actuated 
by an Inclination to oppoſe the Proprieta- 
ry Intereſts, we look upon to be injuri- 


ous ; and as groundleſs as the other Sup- 
poſition, that the Members might have in 


View their future Election, of which we 
ſhall take farther Notice when we come to 
the fixth Paragraph, where it is again re- 
peated. No Inſtance can be given of that 
Aſſembly's oppoſing, or attempting to op- 
poſe, the Proprietary Intereſt. It rather 
appears that they thought they were con- 
ſulting thoſe Intereſts ia the very Point. in 

on, if it be conſiſtent with the Pro- 
prietary Intereſt to have a good under- 


nding with the People fince the Reprelentation expreſly propoſed a Method of 
reverting Miſunderſtandings for the future, ' | „„ 


3. In the third Paragraph, the Repre- 


ſentation is treated as a mere Repetition of 
a former Application, and therefore im- 


proper, as ©* repeating the Requeſt could 
only produce the. repeating the An- 
% ſwer : But the Repreſentation appears 
to your Committee to contain, not only a 


Repetition of the Requeſt, but new Rea- 


ſons in Support of it, and Anſwers to ſuch 
as had been given for reſuſing it. _ 


— 


ſwer, we ſnall juſt obſerve, that | 


| 
| 


- more publictiy, this Difference in Opinion 
« _ betnyeen us and yourſelwes.; and if. that 
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that one Purpoſe may be, in order to ſhew, 


af eber intended, it will be convenient 
that «we: ſhould ſet this Matter in à clear 
Light, (althe?. it. may. male our Anſwer 
longer than: æue couldewith). that the true 
State of the Mutter may appear. 


4. We did not ſpeak our own Sentiment: 
only avhen. abe before ſaid, We were under 
un greater. Obligation to contribute to the 
prublick Charges than any Chizf governor 
of another Colony: That was the wpinion 
of the Lords of Trade, when, upon am Ap 
phcation made: to the King, by many conſi- 


dierable Inhabitants of the Province, that he 


exould be pleaſed to give 7 gran Orders fbr 


' their Defence ; the Counſel, employed by the 


Agent of the Houſe of R eee inſiſi- 
ed, that, if any ſuch Preparations were. 
neceſſary, the Proprietaries ought to be at 
the Expence of them : But their Lordſhips 
declared it their Opinion, That gur were 
not obliged to be at any Expence of that Na- 
ture, more than any other Governor inGhicf 


of the King's Colonies, 


* * F * = 
* 3 e F 
- SCI 7 8 


we can be ſure that the firſt Thoughts of 


right; or if wrong, that they are incapy, 


app nt att 5 © 7 
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ſuch a Repetition of an Application wg 
think juſtifiable in all Caſes; except where 


the Perſons. apply'd to, are intallibly 
ble of hearing Realon, 


4. With Regard to the Opinion aid to 
be declared by the Lords of Trade, 
te that our Proprietaries were no more o. 
e bliged to contribute to Publick Charges 
© than any other Governor in Chief of 
© the King's Colonies ;** your Committet 
preſume to ſuppoſe their Lordſhips could 
only mean, that as Governor in Chief the 
Proprietaries were not obliged by Lawy 
and not, that as Proprietaries they were 
not obliged zz Eqaity. The latter is the 
Point at preſent in Diſpute between the 
Proprietaries and People of Pexnſylvania, 
tho” in this Paragraph evaded. The Af. 
ſembly mention no other Obligation but 
ſuch as in their Opinion ariſes from Rea. 
ſon and Juſtice; they bumbly ſubmit there 
Reaſons to the Proprietaries Conſiderati. 
on, and from their Equĩty only, they hope 


a Compliance with the Requeſt. The Poſition underſtood as the Proprietaries would W* le 
underſtand it, muſt as well held good among the Gowerned as the Governors of the Deg 


' Colonies : For ſhould the wealthieſt Inhabitant ſay, he ought to pay no more to- ed t. 


wards publick Charges than any other Inhabitant, he would be tight, conſidering Wpop! 


Proportion to their Subſtance. 
F. We are ſenſible that our honour*d Fa: 


ber in the firſt Settlement of the Province, 


and at all Times after, was ſlridly careful 
to-do Fuftice to the Indians, and purchaſed 


Lu from them befire it was ſettled; but, 


awe believe, always at his own Charge; at 
leafti ave do not find a fingle Inflance of a 


Nurebaſe having been made at the Expence 


efithe People. So that what Share they bad 
in juch Purchaſes, wwe are at a Loſs to 


know, other than the Benefits and Conweni- 


ences which aroſe from the qutual Exchange” 
of friently Offices with the Natives. 


an additions] "56 fon why the Proprietaries 


him merely as an Inhabitant; but as a Poſſeſſor of Property, he would be wrong; ſure 
and therefore Laws are made, obliging ſuch as would not otherwiſe be juſt to pay in Loy 


4 Reſc 


6. The fiſth Paragraph ſeems intended fem 


to combat an Aſſertion that the Purchaſe euri! 
from the Indians were made with the Peo- 
ple's Money, As we find no ſuch Aﬀer- 
tion in the Repreſentation, we do not think) 
it neceſſary at preſent to enquire how far, 


or in what Inftances, the People have had 7. 
a Share directly or indirectiy in any ſuch ¶ ceſa 
Purchaſes, The Repreſentation only in-M zhro; 
timates, that the Houſe conceived, Treu; that 
ties for the Purchaſe of Land were made nece, 
on more reaſonable Terms to the Proptie : ¶ thai 
taries for the Provincial Preſents accom- ¶ are ; 
panying ſuch Treaties : And that this vu vice 
ſhould bear a proportionable Part, at lealt; ter t 


conſiderable One. This Reaſon we apprehend is not anſwered in the preſent Part- 
our Opinion, unworthy the Dignity of the Proprietaries and Chief Governors of! 
6. Fad the neceſſary publick Charges a- 

HBovie e, and a general Tax been laid o taries, that they would ha pleaſed 10 bra 


of the Expence of ſuch Preſents ; fince, beſides their Share of © the common Bene: 
« -fits an-Conveniencies, which ariſe from the mutual Exchange of Friendly Office ext; 
«with the Indians,” they reap a particular Advantage to themſelves, and That a ver) 


graph; it is only evaded, by changing the State of the Queſtion. - A Subtlety, in 
Province. + 


6. Onthe fixth Paragraph we would oi ,r4; 
mount:d to more than be Revenue of the ſerve, That the Requeſt to the Propric 


the 


/ 


- 
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contribute; but as no ſuch Tax has, 


; of Wl for very niany Tears, been, or need to be 
bly WY laid, and the Charge of Government a- 
mounts to little more than the one Half of 


the common and ordinary Revenue, the preſ- 
fing thus unſeaſonably for our Contribution, 

ears, We conceive, as an Aitempt to in- 
dure the weakeſt of the People to imagine 
yourſelves to have an uncommon Regard to 
their Interefis, and to be therefore the moſt 
proper Perſons to be continued as their Re- 
preſentatives 3 and the Matters which 
might the rather induce us ſo to think, are 
the ſolemn Repetition of this Requeſt, and 
treating it as if it was a Matter of great 


uur laft 3 juſt before an E- 
lation; and the printing the Report, and 
moſt extraordinary Reſolutions, æubich were 
the Foundation of ſuch your Repreſentation, 
in your Votes, long before your Adareſs 


Al. could, by any Poſſibility, come to our Hands; 
but WW «cbich are ſuch Matters as could not eſcape 
ea. Wi ur Obſervation, and which would almoſt 


ferſewade us, that it was intended as an 
eſs to the People, rather than ta us, - 


N DN 


* 
. 
— 


p ople to defray the ſame, there might 
- 2.8 been ſome Colour to defire that aue 


Value and Conſequence ; the Time of making © 


„ Houſe had an uncommon 


CIR IN 
Je | 


ge Bs 


a Part of Indian Expences, was founded 
on the ſuppoſed Equity of the Caſe; and 


that they would conſent to ſettle the Pu- 


portion to be paid by them, was Ley Ch 
ions 


as a Means of preventing Diſſatisfa 


between them and the People, To theſe 
Points, this Paragraph only anſwers, that 
the People are able enough to pay theſe Ex- 


pences without the Aſſiſtance of the Pro- 


prietaries. This likewiſe ſeems to be 
ſtarting a new Queſtion, and one that is 


| beſide the preſent Purpoſe: For tho' it were 
true that the People are able to pay, it does 


not follow that they ſhould therefore pay 
unjuſtly, nor is it likely that they will be 


pleas d and 4 with ſo doing, for 
on. The Proprietaries are 


ſuch a Rea 
likewiſe able to pay, they have Revenue e- 
nough, but they do not think this a ſuffi- 


cient Reaſon even to pay a Part; why then 


ſhould it be thought ſufficient to induce us 
to pay the whole ? The Charge contained 
in this Paragraph, that the Application 
«© was only an Attempt to induce the 
« weakeſt' of the People to imagine the 
Regard to 
« their Intereſts, and were therefore the 
“ moſt proper Perſons to be continued 
«© their Repreſentatives at the enſuing E- 
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the Repreſentation has never yet been . nor were the Votes containing thoſe 
Reſolutions publiſhed till after the Election was over. Nor is the Situation of an Aſ- 
ſembly· man here ſo advantageous, as to make it worth his while to uſe Artifice for pro- 
curing a Re election; for when the. Smallneſs of che Allowance, the Expence o 
Living,. the Time he is abſent from his own Affairs, and other Inconveniences are 


ud g leftion®” ; your Committee think an abſolute Miſtake, and unſupported by the leaſt | 10 4 
the {WI Degree of Probability, For there had not been for ſome Years, nor was there expect- 136 
to- Wed to be, nor has there ſince been, any Conteſt at Elections between the Proprietary and 4s 
ing WM popular Intereſts ; nor if there had, would it have been neceſſary to take ſuch Mea- "70 ! ; 
ig 1 ſores, the Proprietaries having, of late Years, no formidable Share of the Peoples | 1 
in Love and Eſteem. Nor was the ſuppoled Addreſs in Fatt made to the People; for | F 
f 
6 
me 


tion. 


ceſary that wwe ſbould inform the People, 
through yourſelves, their Repreſentatives, 
that as, by the Conflitution, oxr Conſent is 
neceſſary to their Laaus, at the ſame Time 
that they hawe an undoubted Right io ſuch as 
are neceſſary for the Defence and real Ser- 
vice of the Country ;. ſo it will tend the bet- 
ter to facilitate the ſeveral Matters which 
muſt be tranſatted with us, for their Repre- 
entatives to ſhew a Regard to us and our 
Interefl : For, conſidering the Rank ewhich 
the Crown has been pleaſed to give us in 
Pennſylvania, wwe ſhall expect from the 


a Treatment ſuitable therrto; and that, 


whilſt we deſire to govern the Province ac- 
- arding to Law aß, they ſhould be as ca; 


\ 


7. Wherefore, on this Occafion, it is ne- 


may not expect any 


Peoples Repreſentati ves, on all Occaſſons, 


conſidered, none will ſuppoſe he can be a Gainer by ſerving the Publick in that Sta- 


7. But whether Aſſembly- men may or 
any gainful Advantages 
from that Station, we find our Chief G- 
vernors informing us in pretty plain Terms 
in the ſeventh Paragraph, that they theni- 
ſelves are not without ſuch ExpeQations 
from theirs: They tell us, their Con» 


«© ſent is neceſſary to our Laws, and that 


ec 'jt will tend the better to facilitate the 


Matters which muſt be tranſacted with 


te them, for the Repreſentatives to ſhew a 


„ Regard to their INTEREST.” That is, 


as we underſtand it, tho' the Proprietaries 


have a Deputy here, ſupported by the Pro- 
vince, who is or ought to be fully intpows - 


er*d to paſs all Laws necefſaty for the Ser- 
vice of the Country, yet, before we can 
obtain ſuch Laws, we muſt facilitate their 
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ful to ſupport our Interęſis, as ve ſhall al- Paſſage, by paying Money for the Proprie. 

ways be to ſupport theirs, taries which they ought to pay, or in ſome aum 

we e 5 bother Shape make it their particular Ty. larg, 

TEREST to paſs them. We hope, however, that if this Practice has eyer been begun, Ne! 

it will neyer be continued in this Province; and that, fince, as this very Paragraph al. Nera 

lows, we have an undoubted Right to ſuch Laws, we ſhall be always able to obtain 

them from the Goodneſs of our Sovereign, without going to Market for them to 2 Writ: 

Subject, IRR | i 

Vet however eaſy it may be to underſtand that Part of this Paragraph which relates 

to the Proprietaries Iatereſt, your Committee are at a Loſs to conceive why, in the o- Wall B˙ 

x ther Part of it, the People are to be acquainted, ** that the Crown has been pleaſed Nh 

4 to give the Proprietaries a Rank, and that they expect from the Repreſentatives x 

«& Treatment ſuitable thereto.” We cannot find on perufing the Repreſentation in 

. queſtion, that it contains any Treatment unſuitable to their Rank. The Reſolve of 

the Houſe was, That to 7 91 Diſſatisfactions on all Sides, they ſhould be requeſted, 

in the moſt reaſonable and moſt reſpectiſul Manner, to agree upon a Proportion of Indian 

Charges to be paid by them and the Province according to Inte : And it may be 

ſubmitted to the Judgment of all impartial Perſons, whether the Repreſentation drawn Wand t 

in Purſuance of the Reſolve, was not both reaſonable in itſelf, and reſpe#ful in the 

Tanner. Tt was not, as the Proprietaries.reprefent it, an Addreſs to the Publick. It 

is not to this Day made publick. It was a private Application to themfelves, tranſ. Nand 

mitted to them thro' the Hands of their Governor. Their true INTEREST (which Hund 

they will always find to conſiſt in juſt, equitable and (generous Meaſures, and in ſe. 

curing the Affections of their People) was conſulted in it; and one ſuitable Means expel 

Yropoſed to obtain that End,———As to Rank, the Proprietaries may remember, thatWthei 

e Crown has likewiſe been pleaſed to give the Aſſemblies of this Province a Rank; a been 

Rank which they hold, 20 by hereditary Deſtent, but as they are the voluntary Choiceliſhenef 

of à free People, unbrib'd, and even unſollicited. But my are ſenſible that true Re. Ngeney 
ſpect is not neceſſarily connected with Raxk, and that it is only from a Courſe of Adi 

on ſuitable to that Rank they can hope to obtain it. 5 


8. We are truly concerned, that you tay 8. Your Committee are quite ſurprizedcomm: 
us under the Neceſſity of acquainting the at the Concern the Proprietaries are pleaſed 
Wk” Publick with the State of the Revenue of to expreſs in their eighth Paragraph, oi lere, 
5 the Province; you have, in Part, done it their being, as they ſay, laid under a Neu. 
already, by ac N the Amount ceſſity of acquainting the Publick with thifrfav 
the Exciſe to be Three Thouſand Pounds State of the Revenue of the Province Meer, 
A Year. The Intereſt of the Paper Money, As if the State of that Revenue had eveWior/s 
as we conceive, is more than that Sum, been a Secret; when it is well known, aniWeny? } 
 *which makes the common Revenue of the the Proprietaries themſelves know, thaISubjee 
Province above Six Thouſand Pounds à the Publick Accounts are yearly ſettled Mer; 
Tear; the annual Expence Government ſtated, printed, and publiſhed by the A,; 4 
for a Series of Years (including Indian ſembly, and have been ſo for theſe Thin hu, 7 
Charges) amounts to little more than Half, Years paſt, Whatever private RealouWrbat o. 
that Sum: The Intereſt is paid by People the Proprietaries may have to make a 8 
o, no Doubt, find greater Advantage in erèt of their Revenue, we know of noni Mz; 
tbe Uſe of the Money than the Intereft they to make one of the'Revenne of the Pra! P 
Fa 165 it, otheraviſe they would not be jo vince, nor has it ever been attempted. 0 fore 
follicitous to be admitted to borrow as they Their following Obſervations, eencernin ibem a 
always bave been. "That Intereft Money the Nature of our Faxes, and the Diſtine 
"therefofe cannot, with any Propriety, be tion between general and particular Tax 10 
Called a Tax laid on the Province, or a feem to your Committee not ſo juſt anſſſways ; 
Burden on the Inhabitants, The Exciſe 1:- accurate as might be expected: For , be 
Af is not a general Tax, to which all the cannot conceive, chat the Willingneſs ure 
"Inhabitants muft contribute, as it is paid by People to ſubje& themſelves to the PH 4/ 
ech only who buy Wine and ſpirituous Li. ment of Intereſt or Exciſe, by taki 
©. quars, unden certain Quantities; fo that Money on Loan, or. connſuntingſpiritug ale 


© many People pay nothing of, that Tax, Of Liquors, makes either the one or the oth Mace, 


2 


— 
- 


7 Pounds a Year bas, an an Average, for Tax, the eaſy Meth d of lerying it, al here, a 
Tvenly Tea ee eee of that the Benefits ariſing from the Biſpoſition Mectati 
Tine during ; 
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prie fly the Indians, aud Charges on their Ac- it willing z yet it is ſtill a Tax, And 
ſome Naunt; which we cannot conceive to be 4 indeed all Taxes ought, upon the whole, 
In« large Sum, in Proportion to the Revenues of to produce greater Good to a People, than 


gun, Ithe Province, for ſo great and importaut a the Money kept in their Pockets could do: 
| al. N Service as that of keeping the United Na- In ſuch Caſe, Taxes are no Burdens; but 
tain tan of Indians in the Intereſt of Great otherwiſe they are. Taxes, ſeemingly 
to à MBritain : Ve believe every diſintereſted particular, are alſo more general than they 


Perſon will think the Sum very ſmall, and, are often ſuppoſed to be: The labouring 
rom the Manner of its being raiſed, not at Man muſt live: Exciſe the Mate- 
all burdenſome to the People: Be/ides which, rials of his Subſiſtence, and he generally 
had not Half that Money been expended. on finds Means to get more for his La- 
thoſe Accounts, it is moſt certain all the ſame bour. | | 1 
Exciſe æuould have been paid. | After eſtimating our whole preſent Re- 
venue, as if it had been the ſame for 
twenty Years paſt, and would certainly continue, tho' the Froprietaries know it de- 
pends on temporary Acts near expiring, the Renewal of which is at beſt dubious, 
they conclude that Four Hundred Pounds a Year for Indian Expences is a ſmall Sum, 
and that we are under no Neceſſity of being frugal], on this Account, of the Publick 
Money. This Four Hundred a Year is the Sum that they find has been paid on an A- 
rerage for twenty Years paſt, and they take no Notice of its being a growing Charge, 
and that for the four laſt Years before the Repreſentation, it amounted to near Twelve - 
Hundred a Year, which we conceive diſinteręſted Perſons will think a very large Sum: 
And altho' the ſame Exciſe might have been raiſed, it not Half that Money had been 
expended, it does not ſeem. to us to follow, that the Proprietaries ought not to have paid 
their juſt Proportion of it, If the Sum be ſmall, their Proportion of it muſt have 
been ſmalier :. And the Money fo fav'd might have been applied to ſome other Uſe, 
icebeneficial to the Publick ; or have remained ready in the Treaſury for any Emer- 
*Werncy. | 1-4 
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9. The whole Sum paid, in twenty Years, 9. On the Ninth Paragraph your Com- 
for Indian Serwices, is not more than, on a mittee will only obſerve, that the People of 
ommon Computation, our Family has paid, Pennſylvania do likewiſe pay Duties and 

in the ſame Time, for Duties and Exciſes Excile for the Support 5 his Majeſtys 
lere, for the Support of his Majeſiys Gowern- Government; and other Taxes, which, 
nent; and which aue chooſe to mention, in conſidering their Ability, are perhaps pro- 
infaver to that Part of your Repreſentation  portionably equal to thoſe paid by the Pro- 
wherein you, unadviſedly, publiſh to the prietary Family, or any other Subjects in 
ere erid, that our Eftate, in America, is ex- England. We pay indeed as much as an 
mpt from the Burdens borne by our Fellow Infant Colony can well bear, and we hope 
wbjet?s in Great-Britainz ſuch Matter and believe the Juſtice of a Britiſh Parlia- 
might much more properly have been awvoid- ment will never burden us with more. The 
d; and at the ſame Time that we fhew Proprietaries Exemption was not publiſh- 
you, that we do pay all other Taxes bere, ed till now at their own Inſtance. It was 
bat on Land only excepted, ave muſt adviſe made uſe of as a private Motive to them - 
you to be eo oy dt uot to put Peoplehere ſelves only, in the Repreſentation. 

n Mind of that fingle Exemption, Se- 1 1 

ral Propoſals hawe been e ge laying Taxes on North-America, and it is mot 5 

0 foreſee, that the ſelf-ſame Aci of Parl ament that ſball lay them on our, will alſo la 
them on your HEflates, and on thoſe of your Conſtuuents. . „ 


e | 5 p 

10 We carnotallow that you have al-. 10. On Enquiry, we have Reaſon to. 
ways paid your Interpreter to his Satigfacti- believe that the Interpreter's Bills of 
u, becauſe we know we have cbarged Charge againft the Province, have always 
Worrſelves with Gratifications to him, when been allowed and paid; and where = 
the Aſſembly bas refuſed to pay him what he Accounts have contained blank Articles 
hong bt bis Serwices deſerved; and we for his Services, he has been aſk'd what 
ale no Doubt be can remember ſuch In- would ſatisfy him, and the ſame has been 
lances: However, 'avith Reſpect to any allowed. We ſuppoſe the Inſtances al- 
xpences of that Sort, and many uthers luded to, wherein the Aſſembly did not 
ere, we entered into them without any Ex- fully ſatisfy him, muſt have been ſuch as 
pefatian of being repaid, and ſbould thinł the Proprietaries were concerned in by the _ 
far beneath us to fend the Accounts of Purchaſe of Lands, and a Part might ac- 
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cordingly be left for them to pay. We 


them to the ae of Repreſentatives, as a 
r Agent, employed by yourſelves, might believe our Aſſemblies always have been, P 
do for the Expences incurred by him. What and we hope always will be, ready to ac. MW 7 
_ que might reaſonably expect, is, a thank- knowledge gratefully any Services ren. a 
7 Acceptance of our Endeawoars to ſerue der'd to the Publick by the Proprietaries ; W 6: 
the Publick; and if you do not think pro- and not merely to acknowledge them, but p. 
er Io make even that Return, wwe ſhall, to make adequate Returns, EE 7 
nehertheleſt, be fully ſatisfied with the Con- 1 5 - tt 
ſeiouſneſs of having rendered the Province all the Services in our Power. | 
= ; : $ 10 
11. We do not conceive that any Ad of 11. Whether the Monopoly of Lands, MW ti 
Aſſembly does, or can eftabliſh, what you in Favour of the Proprietary, was eſtab. WW g: 
call a Monopoly in us for the Purchaſe of liſhed by the Royal Grant, or by Ads of 2 
Lands : We derive no Right or Property Aſſembly, or by both, your Committee 30 
from any ſuch Law. It is under the King's do not think it material at this Time to 2h 
Royal Charter that wwe have the ſole Right diſpute, ſince the Reaſoning in the Repr. 1 
ro make ſuch Purchaſes ; and it is under that ſentation remains the ſame, wiz. That tte 
' ſame Charter that every Settler bas a Right, thoſe in whoſe Favour ſuch Monopoly P: 
. through us, to the Eftate be 7 in the was erected, ought at leaſt to bear a Pat WW 10 
Province. The Af itſelf, which you ſeem of the Expence neceſfary to ſecure them th 
fo allude to, acknowledges this Right to the full Benefit of it. ter 
be ſo granted to us by the Charter, and | | OE. Re 
it only declaratory thereaf to the People, advertiſing them of a certain Truth, that thy cu 
| . 3 according ta the Laws of Great-Britain, to Penalties for contravening ſuc lic 
igbt. | . . | a 
12. Your Aﬀſertion that Treaties for 12. In the twelfth Paragraph, three 7er 
Land are made at a leſs Expence to us, on Things appear ſomewhat extraordinary to 
| Accgpnt of Provincial Preſents being given your Committee. 1. That the Propricta. pri 
at the ſame Time, does not appear tous to ries ſhould deny that Treaties for Land it: 
be founded on Fact: The laft Purchaſe was are made at leſs Expence on Account of i ple 
made on no other Account, but purely to Provincial Preſents accompanying them; Du 
fave the Province the Expence of making which we think any diſintereſted Judge nec 
another Preſent to ſome Indians who came vould at leaſt allow to be probable. 2. That ri 
\ down after the Time that the principal De- they ſhou!d ſay the laſt Purchaſe was made ut 
utaticy had received the Prejents intended on no other Account, but purely to ſave tie we! 
for the whole, and were on their Return Province the Expence of a Preſent; as i tha 
back; and the Land was bought very dear they had no Occaſion to purchaſe mor} wo 
en that Account, Other Treaties for Land Land of the Indians, or found no Adva- we 
have been made when Provincial Prefents tage in it. 3. That to prove ſuch Pur tho 
have not been given; and we do not, or e- chaſes were not the cheaper on Account ei tro: 
wer did, defire, that the Inhabitants ſhould Provincial Preſents accompanying then Pro 
. bear am Part of the Expence of Indians they ſhould give an Inſtance in which | 
abo came down ſolely at cur Requeſt to con- they themſelves ſay, the Purchaſe was the = 
ſent to the Sale of Lands, unleſs they flay dearer for want of ſuch Preſents. If Pu you 
on otber publick Bufineſs alſo ; and whene- chaſes are dearer to the Proprietaries whey /n2a 
wer they hace come down on both Accounts, no Provincial Preſents accompany then 1g 
ave are ſenfible the Expence has been di- does not this clearly confirm the Aſſertiꝗi ber. 
' wided in a Manner very favourable to the of the Aſſembly, that they are the cheap @ r. 
Publick, | „5 when there are ſuch Preſents ? And do @ / 
: | 15 it not preve what the Proprietaries deni bor, 
| 5 gs ED | | Mou 
x3. We are far from defiring to aid 13. It appears by their thirteenth 2 Pou 
contributing to any publick Expence «vbich ragraph that the Proprietaries think tl wel 
it is reaſonable we ſhould bear à Part of, Part they voluntarily ſubmit to bear, 2 the 
altho” our Eſtate is uot, by Law, liable to be expect always to bear, of publick Expe ent 
taxed. As we already hawe been, ſo we ces, is greater than their Proportion, I #4, . 
doubt not we always ſhall be, at a far quitably laid, would amount to. If ti we 
greater Expence in attending the Affairs of be ſo, and they are, as they ſay, il Lac 
the Province, than our Eflate could be tax- from deſiring to avoid contributing W v9 
eld at, if all the Efatei in the Province ** any publick Expence which it is rea Hur 
dere rated to the publick Charges, _— alle they ſhould bear @ Part of, au 


10 


ve BY would be the only fair Way of eflabliſhing a 
„Proportion. ¶ we were avilling to conſent 
c- MW to any ſuch Matter, the Value of our Eſiate, 
n. and of the Eftates of all the Inhabitants, 
; Wl ought to be confidered, and the whole Ex- 
ut pence proportionably laid upon the whole 
Value; in which Cafe, you would find, 
that the Expence which aue woluntaril 
ſubmit to, out of Affection to the Inhabi- 
tants, is much more tban ſuch our Propor- 
is, WW tion ſo laid would amount to: Befides theſe 
b. general Expences, the Firſt of us ſent Can- 
of MW 707 at his own Charge, to the Amount a- 
tee bowe Four Hundred Pounds 88 for 


to the Defence of our City of Philadelphia, 


re. neglected dy late Houſe of Repreſenta- 
hat tives 3 which, alone, is ſuch a Sum as the 
oly Bl Proportion of a Tax on our Eflate would 
arti not in many Years amount to. Aud, as 
em this is the Caſe, awe are not diſpoſed to en- 
ter into any Agreement with the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives for Payment of any parti- 
— Proportion of Indian, or other pub- 
uh Lick Expences, but ſhall leave it to them (10 
aubom it of Right belongs) to provide for 
uch Expences, as they ſhall judge neceſſary 
nee jor the publick Service. . 


F ES © ww 


\ 
} 


<< their Eſtate is not by Law liable to be 
c taxed z*? your Committee are at a loſs 
to conceive, why they ſhould refuſe, ** to 
« enter into any Agreement for the pay- 
e ment of any particular. Proportion of 


Indian or other publick Expences, 


when ſuch Agreement might ſave them 
Money, and is propos'd to prevent Diſ- 
ſatisfactions, and to preſerve Union and 
Harmony between them and the People; 
unleſs it be to ſhew their utter Contempt 
of ſuch Union and Harmony, and how 


much they are above valuing the Peoples 


... a i 

The Charge on former Aſſemblies, that 
they neglected the Defence of the Proprie- 
taries City, your Committee cannot but 
think unkind, when it is known to the 
World, that they gave many Thouſand 
Pounds during the War to the King's 
Uſe, beſides paying near Three Thouſand 
Pounds at one Time, to make good the 


Damages done to the Maſters of Servants, 
by the irregular and oppreſſive Proceed- . 


ings of the Proprietaries Lieutenant z and 
that their not providing Cannon to defend 
the City, was not from Neglect, but other 
Conſiderations ſet forth at large in the 


eta. printed Proceedings of thoſe Times, needleſs now to be repeated. At the ſame Time 


it may be remember'd, that though the Defence of the Proprietaries City, as they are 
pleas d to term it, by Batteries of Cannon, was more their Intereſt (we will not ſay 


neceſlary, yet they themſelves really neglected, and even diſcouraged itz while ſome 

rivate Gentlemen gave Sums nearly equal to that they mention, and many contri- 
bated vaſtly more, conſidering their Circumſtances, by which Means thoſe Batteries 
were not only compleated in Seaſon, but the Defence of both Town and Country in 
that Way provided for; whereas this boaſted Aſſiſtance of Four Hundred Pounds 
worth of Cannon, was ſent, like Venetian Succours, after the Wars were over, Vet 
we doubt not, but the Proprietary who ſent them has long ſince had the Thanks of 
thoſe who receiv'd them, tho* we cannot learn that they ever were favour'd with any 


Duty) than any othen Perſon's whatſoever, and they now repreſent it as a Thing ſo - 


Property. * 


your Parts, to eaſe your Conſtituents of a 
ſmall Part of the Indian Expence, by throau- 
ing it upon us, we ſhall, on our Part, and 
bereby do recommend it to you, to give them 
areal and far greater Relief, by taking off 
a large Share of that only Tax which ir 
borne by them, - As the general Expence a- 


Pounds a Year, we conceive it may Very 
well be provided for out of the Intereſt of 
the Paper Money, and one Half of the pre- 
t Exciſe; eſpecially if aue ſhall be induc- 
ed, from the State of your Trade (which 
we expect ſoon ta receive to conſent to an 
'Encreaſe of your Paper Currency. | This 
could eaſe the Inhabitants of about Fifteen 


14. 4s you defire to appear avilling, on 


mounts to little more than Three Thouſand 


from him, for what they did and expended in Defence of his Share of the Province 


14. The fourteenth Paragraph of the 
Proprietaries Anſwer ſeems calculated 


merely for the ſame Deſign with which 


they charge the Repreſentation, w7z. to 
amuſe the weaker Part of the People. 
If they are really diſpos'd to favour the 
Drinkers of ſpirituous Liquors, they ma 


do it without a Law, by inſtructing their | 


Lieutenants to abate Half the Licence 


Fees, which would enable the Retailers to 


ſell propertionably cheaper; or to refuſe 


Licences to more than Half the preſent . 
Number of Publick Houſes, whicli might 


prevent the Ruin of many Families, and 


the great Increaſe of Idleneſs, Drunken- 


neſs, and other Immoralities among us, 


Hundred Pounds a Tear, which would be felt by many of them, when they avould _ : 
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* ſenſible of the Trifle vou propoſe wwe ſhould contribute to the publick Expeicesr. We | 


Bade directed the Governor to conſent zo ſuch a Law when you ſball think fit to preſent 


it 10 bim. 


15. As wwe ſball ever in the fir Place 
endeavour to promote the real Intereſts of 
the good People of Penniylvania, ave make 
no Doubt of preſerving an Union and Har- 
mony beteveen us and them, unleſs Men of 
warm or uneaſy Spirits ſhould unhappily 
procure themſelves to be elected for Repre- 


 fentatives, and ſbould, for the Supporting 


of their oaun private Views, or Intereſts, 
inſluence their Brethren, otherwiſe honeſt 
and well deſigning, to eſpouſe their Cauſe ; 
in ſuch Caſe, indeed, Diſputes may ariſe, 
ephercin wwe ſhall engage with the utmoſt 
| Reluftance ; but even then, as we ſball 
make the general Good the Rule of our Ac- 
tions, wwe ſhall, on all ſuch Occaſians, if 
ever they ſhould happen, ſteadily, and with- 
out ewavering, purſue Meaſures the moſt 
© Gikely to conduce to that good End. | 


cc ever unhappily procure themſelves to be 


16, The Repreſentatives being annually 
choſen, we are aware that ave are not. 
ewriting now to the ſame Perſons who ſent 
the Repreſentation to us; the Perſons mof 
forward to puſh on a Meaſure (which, 
Frem the Anſaver, awe directed our Governor 
10 give to the former Application he <was 
defired to make to us, muſt be ſuppoſed diſa- 

eeable) may not now be in the Houſe, 
but may be ſucceeded by more prudent Per- 
ſons, returned for their Places, who would 
'be careful not to preſs a Maiter too far, 
in which the Rights of the People are not 
really concerned: However, the Anſaver 
ave give muſt be to the Repreſentation ſent 
us. And wwe defire, in any Matter of the 

lite Nature, that the Houſe wwill be ſatisfied 
-ewith ſuch an Anſwer as the Governor 
may bade Orders to give on our Behalf. 


THOMAS PENN, 
RICHARD PENN, 


beeauſe he has recerw'd them; our Meetin 


15. 
expreſſed by the Proprietaries in their kt. 
teenth Section, your Committee hope that 
future, as well as paſt Aſſemblies, will 
likewiſe endeavour to. make the Publick 
Good the Rule of their Actions, and up. 
on all Occaſions conſult the true Intereſt 
and Honour of the Proprietary Family, 
whatever may be the Sentiments or Con. 
duct of any of its particular Branches, 
To this End, we think the honeſt and free 
Remarks contain'd in this Report, may be 
more conducive than a Thouſand flattering 
Addreſſes. And we hope, that when the 


Proprietaries ſhall think fit. to reconſider | 


this Matter, they will be perſuaded, that 
agreeing to an equitable Proportion of Ex. 
- pence will be a good Means of taking a- 
way one Handle of Diſſention from Men 
of warm uneaſy Spirits, if ſuch ſhould 
elected. e 


16. Vet if the Proprietaries are really 
deſirous of preſerving an Union and Har- 
mony between themſelves and this People, 
we cannot but be ſurprized at their laſt Pa- 
ragraph, whereby they endeavour to cut 
off the Aſſemblies Acceſs to them, in 
Caſes where the Anſwers received from 
their Deputies, may not be thought agree- 
able to the Publick Good, No King of 
England, as we can remember, has ever 
taken on himſelf ſuch State, as to refuſe 
eee Applications from the meaneſt of 

is Subjects, where the Redreſs of a Griev- 
ance could not he obtain'd of his Officers. 
Even Sultans, Sophys, and other Eaſtern 
abſolute Monarchs, will, it is ſaid, ſome- 
times fit whole Days to hear the Complaints 
and Petitions of their very Slaves; and are 
the Proprietaries of Pennfplvania become 
too great to be addreſſed by the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Freemen of their Province? If 
theymuſt not be reaſon'd with, becauſethey 
have giver Inſtructions, nor their Deputy 
gs and Deliberations are henceforth uſeleſs; 


we have only to know their Will, and tõ obey, 


To conclude; if this Province muſt be at more than Twwo Thouſand Pounds a Year 
Expence, to ſupport a Proprietary's Deputy, who ſhall not be at Liberty to uſe his own 
Judgment in paſſing Laws as is intimated to us in the fourteenth Section of the An- 
iwer we have been confidering] but the Aﬀent mutt be obtain'd from Chief Gover- 


-  nors, at three Thouſand Miles Diſtance, 


often ignorant or miſinform'd in our Af- 


fairs, and who will not be apply'd to or reaſon'd with when they have given Inftruc- 


tions, we cannot but eſteem thoſe Colonies that are under the immediate Care of the i 
Crown in a much more eligible Situation: 
apprehend for his Children, that if they th. 
follow the Advice of Rebaboam's Counſellors, they will, like him, abſolutely loſe * 


of our firſt Proprietary, muſt make us 
1 
3 


And our ſincere Regard-for, the Memory 


In Return to the good Reſolutions | 


// / dr SR EB 


independent of, and uncontroulable by, the Perſon that appoints, a 


n ho 


_ AM . 
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at leaſt the Affections of their People. A Loſs, which however they affect to de- 
ſpiſe, will be found of more Conſequence to them than they ſeem at preſent to be a- 
ware of, 92 8 


All which is humbly ſubmiited to the Correction of the Houſe,” by, | &, 
September 17, 1753. raps 00s 5 


A Meſſage from Governor Morris to the Aſſembly, Auguft 12, 17 55, | 
: referred to in Page 250 of the foregoing Work. 


CENTLEMEN, © = 8 

HEN I amended and ſent down to you the Bill for raiſing Fifty Thouſand 
YY Pounds for the King's Uſe, I expected you would have returned it to me with 
the Amendments, and informed me which of them you agreed to, this being the com- 
mon and ordinary Method in ſuch Cafes ; but you departed from this, and defired to 
know whether I was reſtrained by the Proprietaries from taxing their Eſtate, and the 
Reaſons for my Opinion as to that Meaſure; and tho? this Are en was unparlia- 
mentary, and believe unprecedented, yet upon this Occaſion I indulged you therein, 
and gave my Reaſons in the mildeſt Terms, on which, however, you have been pleat- 


ed to treat both the Proprietaries and myſelf in a very unbecoming Manner. 


As you have returned me the Bill without the Amendments, and in your Meſſag 
that accompanied it, offer no Reaſons againſt any of them but ſuch as relate to taxiz 
the Proprietary Eftate, I conclude you have agreed to the others; I ſhall therefore con- 
ſider the ſeveral Parts of your Meflage, and make fuch Obſervations upon, and An- 
ſwer to, it, as J think it merits, "F : 5 

Having told you, that I had no Power by my Commiſſion to hurt or incumber the 
Proprietary Eſtate, you take Occafion in your Anſwer to play with the Words 1 7 
and excumber, and having viewed them in different Lights, tell me *© that your Bill 
« is intended to free the Proprietary Eftate from Hurt and Encumbrance, by removing 
the French, and that you are as much bound not to hurt or encumber the Eftates' of 
© your Conftituents, as I am with Reſpect to the Proprietary Eſtate ;* and having 
ſhewn, as you think, that the Proviſo in my Commiſſion does not prohibit me in the 
preſent Caſe 3 you then proceed to'rtaſon upon the Clauſe itſelf, and after producing a 
very good Opinion of a former Council, Judge, and Secretary, as to a particular 
ous in the late Proprietary Commiſſion, you very roundly pronounce that Proviſo to 
be a Nullity, and not at all binding on nm. | 85 3 

You muſt give me Leave to differ from you in Opinion as to the Force of the Wo 
in that Clauſe, which, notwithſtanding what you have faid, have fill the ſame pn 
and determinate Meaning they had before, every Tax, in my Mind, being an Ep- 
cumbrance upon an Eſtate, from which it cannot be cleared but by the Payment 41 2 
certain Sum of Money; and I being expreſly reftrained by my Commiſſion from con- 
ſenting to any Act that may encumber the Proprietary Eſtate, every unprejudiced. 
Perſon will ſee clearly that my Powers do not extend to the preſent Caſe, and that if 
T accedsd to your Opinion, I ſhould be guilty of a manifeſt Breach of Truſt. 

As to the Validity of prohibitory Clauſes in the Proprietary Commiſſions, I am 
not fortunate enough to comprehend the Force of your Reaſonings upon this Head, 
which are drawn from the fourth Section of the Royal Charter; tor tho' by that 
Charter Power is given to the Proprietaries, their Deputies and Lieutenants, to make 
Laws, yet it does not alter the Relation which by Law ſubſiſts between a Principal 
and his Deputy, the Intention of the Charter in that Particular, being no other than 
to'impower Mr. PENN, and his Heirs, to adminifter the Government by his and their 
Lieutenant or Deputy, which being a judicial Office, he could not otherwiſe have 
done; and fo far is the Charter, by its general Tenor, from making the 
a to, or independant of, the Principal, that it makes the Proprietaries alone ci- 
villy anſwerable Boe what is done in the Province, whether by themſelves or their Ljeu- 
tenants, which would be unjuſt if the Lieutenant by the Charter was equal in Power, 

nd is anſwerable 
for his Behaviour. Tho' I allow the Opinion produced to be good, as to the Point 
then under Conſideration, yet it is not applicable to all Caſes, which your Argu- 
ments, without any Foundation, ſuppoſe ; and in the preſent One there 1s a 


wide Difference, obvious to every One who conſiders them both with the leaſt Degree | 
Be: : | | SED - | 855 of : 
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the Province.—— k 
that the Lands in the Province were granted under the Powers of a Commiſſion that 


rent, and none to be paid in Fifteen Years: 
they are equally 
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of Attention; becauſe. that Saving.was even reſerving a Power fo the Proptietary in 
his own Perſon to repeal a Law which he by his Lieutenant had conſented to; where. 
as, in the preſent Caſe, the Reſtriction amounts to nothing more than a reaſonable 
1 upon their Governors, as ſuch, from paſſing Laws to injure their 
ſtates, 5 N 5 . | 
I cannot help e e you formerly uſed theſe ſame Arguments againſt 
the Validity of Royal Inſtructions, and uſing them now to deſtroy the Force of Pro- 
prietary Prohibitiogs, yop would, it ſhould ſeem, be willing that the Lieutenant Go. 
vernor ſhould be independent of every Body but yourſelves. - | 
You ſay, That the ſame: Proviſo reſtrains me from letting or ſelling the Proprie. 
tary Lands, and yet I propoſe to give away Six or Seven Hundred "Thouſand Acres 


upon the Preſent Occaſion ; and ſeem vaſtly ſurprized, that T-ſhovld think myſelf re. 
ſtrained from-incumbering the Proprietary Lands by Act of Aſſembly, and yet at Li. 
berty to give them away ; for if, ſay you, the Grant of Lands, contrary to ſuch Pro. 


hibition, would be valid, why not the paſſing the Bill for a Tax? And this you 


call a Queſtion you cannot ſolve. It is ſomething very extraordinary, that the Re. 
preſentative Body of Penhilvania ſhould know ſo little of the Affairs of the Province, 


as never to have been informed, that the Governor grants the Proprietary. Lands un. 
der a certain Power of Attorney, regularly proved and recorded, called a Commiſſ. 
on of Property. That this Power was formerly veſted in private Perſons ; but 


For ſome Years paſt, has been given to the Governors; and, being the Foundation of 


Property, cannot be unknown to any the leaſt acquainted with the Circumſtances of 
| And to aik a Queſtion or two in my, Turn, how could you think 


expreſly prohibits the Granting of any? Or that the People would be ſo weak as to 
give Money for Lands, and take Titles under ſuch a defeQive Power? As to the 
ropoſal itſelf, it was made with a good Intention; and as I am accountable to the 


' Proprietacies for my Conduct under that Commiſſion of Property, you may be aſſur. 


ed I did not make it without proper Power to carry it into Execution; and had you 


raiſed Money for an Expedition to the. Weſtward, and for encouraging Settlers, 
mould then have made an Offer of the Lands by Proclamation, letting the Adventurers 
- know, that they were to have the Choice of the Lands in Preference to all others, with every 


Thing elſe that could reduce the Offer to a Certainty; which there was no Neceſſity of 


doing in a Meſſage to you, barely mentioning the Thing, and recommending to you to 


grant an Aid to thoſe that ſhould become Settlers after the French were removed. 
But whatever comes from the Proprietaries, however juſt, however favourable, muſt 


be wrong, and accordingly you are determined to repreſent in that Light a Propoſal 


generous in itſelf, and intended to promote the Publick Service and Safety; which 
may ſerve to ſhew the Temper of Mind you are in, hut can anſwer no good Purpoſe, 
You ſay, Lands equally good may be had in Virginia for Two Shillings Sterling Quit 

It may be ſo; but how does it appear 
good ? It is plain they are not equally convenient; becauſe of thei 
reater Diſtance from a Market. — — The Quitrent in Virginia, I ſuppoſe, was the 
ame formerly that it is now, and yet very great Numbers have choſen to purcha 


Lands in this Province of the Proprietaries at the Rate of Fifteen Pounds, Ten Shilling: 


per Cent. and of private Men at a much higher Price, and in both Caſes under the 
Quitrent of Feur Sbillings, and Tawo-pence, Sterling, when they might have had then 


in Virginia for much leſs; and the Propoſal ought not to be conſidered by compar- 
- Ing it with other Provinces, but with the Rate that Lands have, for a Number of 
| Years paſt, been fold at in this Province; ſome of them lately in the new Purchaf 


within few Miles of the Allegbeny Mountains, and others very remote, without an 


Road of Communication with this City, which is not the Caſe as to the Lands pr 


oſed to be given, there being a very good Waggon Road thĩither: And.notwithſtand 
g what you have faid upon this Head, I am convinced, that if you had enabled m 


in Conjunftion with the neighboyring Governments, to have ſent a Body of . Troop 
into that Country, an Offer of Lands, upon the Terms above-mentioned, would hay 
© had very good Effects, and would have induced many to have gone and become St 
© tlers there, that would not, otherwiſe: thought of doing either, and by that Mea 
© Have formed a Barrier for the Protection and Secutity of the Province; and ther 
fore I cannot but be 
n 


aſtoniſhed, that you ſhould have taken ſo much Pains to dept 


*. 
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And now having effectually removed in your judgment my greateſt ObjeQiop to 


0 paſling your Bill, you proceed ta conbder my Realons in their Oder. And to the 
le Firſt, that Governors, from the Nature of their Offices, ate exempt from the Pay- 
1 ment of Taxes.— — You take a veiy nice Diſtindtion between the Proprietary as 
Owner of Land, and the Proprietary as chief Governor, and ſay, you do not tax 
Fl him as Governor, but as a Land- Holder, and Fellow Subject: Though this is 
5 a Diſtinction that has no Exiſtence in Law or Reaſon, yet I ſhall for the preſent ad- 
. mit it, and conſider it accordingly, Have the Proprietgries a Right to vote in the E- 
jection of Repreſentatives as Land-Holders ? ſurely not, being hereditary Governors 
: of the Province, and having a Voice in the Legiſlature hy their own particular Re- 
1 reſentative the Guvernor; How then came you by Right ta-tax them as Fellow 
5 Subjects and Land-Holders, ſeeing they had no Voice in chuſing you, nor were en- 
6 titled to any, tho* Owners of Land in every County? From. the very Principles there- 
: fore of the Bugliſh Conſtitution, you have no Riaht to tax them as Freeholders or Fellow 
a Subjects, as you call them: It, therefore, you tax them at all, it muſt be as Proprie- 
taries, and chief Governors, which is the only Capacity by which they are connec- 
i ted with, or related to, the Inhabitants of this Province; and under them in that 
0 Capacity, you derive the Power of acting as an Aſſembly. Vou cannot therefore 
. wirhout inverting the Order of Things, have a Power over thoſe from whom you and 
bk every one elſe in the Province derive all the Power they have. — They hold the Go- 
yernment and Soil of this Province under the fame Grant, and the Title to both is 
f centered in their Perſons, and cannot be ſeparated or divided without deftroying their 
1 Authority. It may be very true; as you ſay, „that the Proprietaries do not goueru 
; « jou; but that is not owing to any Want of legal Authority in them, but from 
another Cauſe that I need not mention here. | a 
- The Support, as you call it, that is paid by the Province to a Lieutenant Gover- 
be vor, is no other than the Fees of Office, and as ſuch are due to any One that admini- 


ſters the Government, and are not, what you would inſinuate, given to the Lieuten- 
ant for doing the Duty of the Principal; the chief of them ate Publick-houſe Licen- 
on ces, which were originally granted by Charter, not by any Conceſſion of the People 
(u' you from Time to Time have taken it for granted to be fo) and in Favour to 
w them, as former Governors took much larger Sums for this Service, moderate Fees 
15 have been conſented to be fixed by Law, as Conſiderations for the Buſineſs done; not 
as ſufficient for the Support of Government; all the Fees and Perquiſites whereof do 
10 i not amount, communihus Annis, to more than a Thouſand Pounds. e 
to the Land-tax Ads of Parliament you refer to, they may be as you ſay with 
* teſpect to the Crown's Fee-Farm Rents. But I do not conceive they amount to a 
Proof that the King pays Taxes, all Taxes whatever being paid to him; and there 
ſeems to me an Inconſiſteney in -ſuppoling he can both pay and receive, I take the 
Clauſe you mention to hive no other Meaning than to appropriate Part of the Reve- 
nues of the Crown to one publick Uſe, which were before appropriated to another: 
For I muſt obſerve to you, that the King can have no private Eftate, but from the 
Dignity of his Office holds his Lands in Right of the Crown. And another Reaſon 
why a Poundage is collected upon the Crown's Fee Farm Rents may be, that the 
Land- tax ſhould not fall heavier upon the other Lands in the fame Hundreds or Diſ- 
tricts, as the Quotas of. each were Jong ago ſettled as they now fland in the King's 
Books, and cannot, without Confuſion, be altered upon the Crown's acquiring Lands 
in any of them. : | | 
And upon this you break out into a lofty Exclamation, that '* this is not the firſt 
© Inſtance by many, in which Proprietaries and Governors of petty Colonies have aſ- 
* ſumed to themſelves greater Powers, Privileges, Immunities and Prerogatives, than 
© were ever claimed by their Royal Maſter on the Imperial Throne of all his exten- 
* five Dominions.” 1 muſt acknowledge, Gentlemen, that theſe are ſounding 
Words; but what Inſtances among the many can you give of that aſſuming Behayi- 
our in your preſent Proptietaries? Have they ever claimed any Rights or Pre:oga» 
tives not granted to them by the Royal Charter, or reſerved by that of their Father, 
WM under which you fit? Can you lay to their Charge, during the Courſe of a long Ad- 


thoſe Powers which by the Royal Charter they might legally do, and to which that 
Charter requires the People to be obedient ? On the contrary, have they not given up 
to the People many Things they had a Right to ſuſiſt on, and indulged them in eve- 
ry Thing that they judged for wes Th ? Hcw juſt is it therejo;e, Genilemen, 


miniſtration over you, one Act of Injuftice or Severity? Have they even exerciſed all 


to 
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KF ENDS. 
to accuſe them of aſſuming Powers and Prerogatives greater than their Royal Ma. 
ſter ? Would you turn your Eyes towards your own Conduct, and apply ſome & 
theſe ſignificant Words to yourſelves, you would find them much more applicable than 
they are to the Proprietaries. —— The Charter under which you act, gives you the 
Powers and Privileges of an Aſſembly, according to the Rights of the Free-born Sub. 
Jets of England, and as is uſual in any of the King's Plantations in America. 
This, Gentlemen, is the Foundation of your Powers, which, by the Royal Charter, 


were to be conſonant to the Laws and Conftitution of England. But inſtead of con. 


fining yourſelves to that which your wiſe Anceſtors thought fully ſufficient to anſwer 
the Ends of Good Government, and ſecure the Libertics of the People, you have 
taken upon you great and mighty Powers, diſpenſed with poſitive Laws by the Strength 
of your own Orders, claim a Right to diſpoſe of all publick Money, and of keeping 
your Proceedings a Secret from the Crown, with many others unknown to an En. 
gliſb Conſtitution, and never heard of in the other Piantations in America. Who 
therefore can be fo juſtly accuſed as yourſelves of aſſuming unwariantable Power, 
greater than ever were claimed by a Britiſo Houſe of Parliament, or, to uſe your ow 
Words, by your Royal Maſter on the Imperial Throne of all his extenſive Domini. 
ons, who pretends to no Powers but what the Conſtitution gives him, and diſclaing 
a Right of diſpenſing with Laws. ; 

To theſe Encroachments on the Conſtitution you give the ſacred Name of Privilege, 
and under the Maſk of Zeal for the Publick, conceal your own Schemes, pretending 
they are all for the Benefit of the People, when they can anſwer no Purpoſe but to en- 
ereaſe your own Power, and endanger the juſt Rights that the People enjoy under 
the Royal and Proprietary Charters, by making it neceſſary for his Majeſty and x 
Britiſh Parliament to interpoſe their Authority to ſave the Province, The Peo. 
ple have no Way ſo effectually to ſecure themſelves in the Enjoyment of their Li. 
berty, as ftriftly adhering to the Conſtitution eſtabliſhed by Charter, making that 


the Foundation and Standard of their Proceedings, and diſcountenancing every Devi. 


ation from it. ˖ | | 
The ſecond and third Reaſons given by me, and your Anſwers to them being 
deduced from the Law for raiſing County Rates and Levies, I ſhall conſider them 
tozether. _ | : 

I do not ſte why the Proprietary Eſtate in each County is not benefited in com- 
mon with other Eftates, and by the ſame Means, The Proviſo therefore, relat- 
ing to their Eſtates, was not inſerted becauſe he had no Benefit by the Money 


raiſed, but was properly a Condition, upon which his Governor conſented to veſt the 


whole Power of chuſing the Tax-Officers in the People, and is declarative of the Right 
of his Station, of which the People in general might be ignorant. 5 
I think, with you, that the Proprietary Tax would not be more than an Hun. 


- dredth Part of the Whole, but cannot therefore admit, that if he is taxed, he ſhould 


be excluded from- any Voice in the Choice of thofe impowered to tax him, or that the 


Votes of his Officers, in their own Right, can make the Aſſeſſors his Repreſenta- 


tives; nor can I eaſily conceive, that a Negative upon a Choice is Half the 
Choice, or indeed any Part of it; but as what you ſay upon this Head has ve. 
ry little argumentative Force, I ſhall not dwell upon it, but ſay ſomething as to the 
Law itſelf. 6 | | : 

From the Tenor of the AQ it appears to me to be intended, not only for laying 
and raiſing Taxes to defray the neceſſary Charges in every County, hut to {ettle 


the Mode of raiſing Money upon all Occaſions ; it directs the Manner of chuſing 
Commiſſioners, Aſſeſſors. Collectors and Treaſurers, gives them particular Powers 
and regulates the Conduct of thoſe entruſted with the laying and receiving Taxes.— 
It is a poſitive and perpetual Law, and by a ſpecial Proviſo expreſly declares the 


Proprietary Eftate not liable to Taxes.----- You yourſelves apply it to a Provincia 
Purpoſe by the Bill under Conſideration, and the apparent . Reaſon why it was neye! 


applied to that Purpoſe before is, that no Provincial Tax has ever been laid ſince ibe 
Enacting of that Law. 


You are certainly empowered by ſome temporary Laws to diſpoſe of particular Mo- 
nies raiſed by thoſe Laws, when they come into the publick Offices, and I do not 


” know that this Power has been diſputed ; the Legiſlature that gave thoſe Laws a Be- 
ing, hada Right to paſs them in that Shape, and a ſuture Leyiſlature may do the 


ſame, if they think fit; but I do not conceive that you have from thoſe Laws a Right 


te ditpoſe of all Money that ſhall be raiſed, that being no Part of the Charter, but 
| = mul 
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themſelves, give it to you, or any Body elle they think fit. : 

And here I cannot help taking Notice of an Expreſſion in your Meſſage, That 
you have allowed me a Share in the Diſpoſition of the Fifty Thouſand Pounds.-----Ts it 
from you, Gentlemen, that I derive the Right of governing this Province, or from 
your Allowance that I have a Voice in the Legiſlature ? Are you the Sovereign Diſ- 

oſers of Power? Have you a Right to give and take away at Pleaſure? If not, 
whence that lofty Claim of allowing your Governor a Share in the Diſpoſition of pub- 
lick Money? Is not the whole Property of the People ſubject to the Power of the Le- 
gillature ; and have I not a Voice in that Legiſlature, not derived from, or dependant 
upon, you; and how came you therefore by a Right to allow me a Share in the 
Diſpoſition of Money, which cannot be raiſed without my Conſent ? Such Language 
may poſſibly be agreeable to your Notions of your own ſuperlative Powers, but is not 
juſtified by the Conſtitution eſtabliſhed by Charter, or any Rights properly belonging 
to an Aſſembly; and your claiming ſuch a Power, ſhews the Extenſiveneſs of your 
Plan, which is no leſs in that Reſpect, than to render yourſelves independant, and 
aſſume a Superiority over your Proprietaries and Governors; a Plan you would not 
fail to carry into Execution, were your Power equal to your Inclinations. 

The Proprietaries do not ſhrink, as you call it, at the Payment of a ſmall Sum of 
Money, nor is that the Motive for inſiſting on their Right, they having by me offer- 
ed much more than their Proportion of this Tax can poſſibly amount to; but to 
preſerve the Rights of their Station, which if they give up whenever they are demand- 


ed, as Claims will never be wanting, they will very ſoon be ſtripped of every Thing 


they have a Right to enjoy, both Power and Property. 

Your Anſwer to my fourth Reaſon admits, that taxing the Eſtates of Proprieta- 
ries is contrary to the Uſage and Practice in this and other Governments, by ſay- 
ing, that Cuſtom and Uſage, againſt Reaſon and Juſtice, ought to have but little 
Weight,——But I do not admit that Reaſon and Juſtice are on your Side of the 
ueſtion 3 on the contrary, I think I have ſhewn that they are with me, and look 
upon the Uſage and Cuſtom as a ſtrong Evidence, that the Legiſlatures of this and 
other Proprietary Governments were of my Opinion; and I am very much concern- 
ed, Gentlemen, that you ſhall chuſe this Time of imminent Danger, when your 
Country is invaded, to introduce a new and extraordinary Claim, to the Prejudice 
of Perſons that are abſent ; when you know, that however right you may think it, 
] have it not my Power to conlent to it, conſiſtent with Duty and Honour: 

As to myſelf, I think it neceſſary to ſay, that for the Diſpatch of the publick Buſi- 
neſs at this critical Conjuncture, when every honeſt Heart ſhould be concerned for the 
Publick Service, I ſtudiouſly avoided every Thing that could renew the Diſputes that 
ſubſiſted between us, and earneſtly recommended the fame Temper of Mind to you, 
and cannot therefore hut be exceedingly ſurprized in Return to be this injuriouſly 
treated, and repreſented as the hateful Inſtrument of reducing a free People to the ab- 
ject State of Vaſſalage. What Grounds have you, Gentlemen, for this heavy Charge ? 
What Laws of Impoſition, abhorrent to common Jultice and common Reaſon, have 
I attempted to force down your Throats ? Have I propoſed any thing to you, during 
the Courſe of my ſhort Adminiſtration, but to grant Supplies to the Crown adequate 
to the Exigency of the Times; to aſſiſt the King's Forces ſent for our Protection; 
and to put the Province into a Poſture of Defence, by eſtabliſhing a Militia, which is 
putting the Sword into the Hands of the People for their own Security? And where 
can it be truſted with more Safety to them'elves ? Are theſe Impoſitions, or are they ab- 

horrent to common Juſtice and Reaſon ? I have, it is true, -retuſed to give my Aﬀent 
to ſome Bills propoled by you, becauſe they were contrary to the King's Inſtructi- 
ons; and amended others, to make them agreeable to the Charter, and conſiſtent with 
the Safety of the People, by lodging ike Diipolition of the Publick Money in the Hands 
of the Legiſlature ; and for this, which is no more than a due Obedience to the lawful 
Commands of the Crown, and the free Exerciſe of my Reaſon and Judgment in Mat- 
ters of Legiſlation, am I branded with Iofamy and Reproach, and let vp as the 
Object of a People's. Reſentment. a | 

I am not, Gentlemen, conſcious to myſelf of having done, or intended to do, any 
the leaſt Injury to the People committed to my Charge; and the Man that has been 
oppreſſed or injured by me, let him Rand forth and complain, Who is it in your Pro- 


vince that does not enjoy the Freedom of his own religious Worſhip ? Whole Liberty 


have I taken away? Or whole Property have I invaded ? Surely if I have taken Ad- 
| A a: of e vantage 


ub depend upon the Legiſlature that raiſes it, who may reſerve the Diſpoſition to 
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vantage of the People's Diſtreſe, and of your Regard for your Country, fo force dowy 
your Throats Laws of Impoſi: jon, abhorrent to Juſtice and Reaſon ; if I have done or 
attempted any Thing to deprive the People of their Liberties, and reduce them to the 
abject State of Vaſſalage, you will be able to point out ſome Inſtances of theſe Things; 
and I call upon you todo it, if you can, and make good your Charge. It is not to 
the People I am hateful, Gentlemen, but to yourſelves ; and that for no other Reaſon, 


but doing the Duty of my Station, exerciſing my own Judgment, as a Branch of the 


Legiſlature, with F:eedom and Independency, and keeping you, as far as it was in 


my Power, to the Duty of yours. : 

Had you really any Tenderneſs for your hleeding Country, would you have aRed 
the Part you have done? Would you have looked tamely on, and ſee the French ſeat 
themſelves within your Borders? Would you haye ſuffered them to encreaſe their 


Numbers, and fortify themſelves in a Place from whence, in few Days, they may 


march an Army among the Inhabitants ? Would you have been deaf to all the affec. 
tionate Warnings and Calls of his Majeſty, the faithful Guardian of his People's 


Safety? And would you have refnſed the proper, neceſſary and timely Aſſiſtance to an 


Army, ſent to protect theſe Colonies ? Or would you now, when that Army is de- 
feated, waſte your Time in diſputing about new and extraordinary Claims of your 
own raifing, when every Head and Hand ſhould be employed for the Publick 
Safety ? ; | 5 

However, Gentlemen, to conclude, let me entreat you to lay aſide all Heat and A. 
nimoſity, to conſider the naked and defenceleſs State of the Inhabitants, with a Tem- 
per of Mind becoming the important Occaſion à to look upon the French, and their Ii, 
dians, as your only Enemies, and the Perſons that intend to inflave you; and be af. 
fared, that your Proprietaries, or Governor, have no Deſigns to the Prejudice of the 
People of Pennſilwania, but will continue to protect them in the Enjoyment of all their 


juſt Rights and Privileges. 


* 


The Af-mbly's ANSWER to the foregoing Meſſage, Auzut 
19, 1755 © 2 wt | 


May it pleaſe the GOvERNOR, SEN 
OW ditagreeable ſoever the Taſk may be, to wade through all the Miſrepreſen- 
tations in the Governor's long Meſſage of the Thirteenth Inſtant, a Regard to 
Truth, and to Truths of Importance to the Welfare of our Country, will oblige us 
ta ſubmit to it. Ls, . | 
The Governor is pleaſed to tell us, that © when he ſent down our Bill for raiſing 
* Fifty Thouſand Pounds, with Amendments, he expected we ſhould have returned it 
« with the Amendments, and informed him which of them we agreed to, this being 
the common and ordinary Method in ſuch Caſes: The Governor allows in this Meſ- 


ſage, that we have by Charter © the Powers and Privileges of an Aſſembly, accord. 


irg to the Rights of the Fieehorn Subjects of England; and as is uſual in any of the 
King's Plantations in America: Now, we take it to be one of thoſe Privileges 


and Powers of an Aſſembly, to have their Money Bills, granting Supplies to the 


Crown, accepted as they are tendered, if at all accepted, and that without any Propo- 


.  fal of Amendments, We think this is a Privilege claimed and uſed by the Houſe of 


Commons, and as far as we know by all the Aſſemblies in America; fo that it is far 
from being the common and ordinary Method to receive and debate on Amendments 
pro,,ofed by the Governor to ſuch Bills, It is therefore without Foundation, that the 
Governor ſuppoſes we agreed to all the other Amendments, merely becauſe we offered 
5 Reaſons againſt any of them, but that whi. h related to taxing the Proprietary E- 
ate, For we even made that Step of Deviation from the common and ordinary Me: 
thod, entirely in Conſideration that the Occafion for the Supp:y was uncommon and ex- 
trarrdinary, hoping thereby to come more ſpeedily to a happy Concluſion in the Buli- 
5 " the Seſſion, and without the leaſt Intention that it ſhould ever be drawn into 
1ecedent, a N * 
The Governor ſtill inſiſts, that taxing the Proprietary Eſtate, tho' it be to free it 
from French Encroachments, will be an Encumbrance on that Eſtate. Be it fo then, 
ince the Governor will have it ſo, ſor our Differences are leis about Words than 
Things: Does this however prove the Validity of the Prohihitory Clauſe in his Com- 


» from 


miſſion ? of that it is equitable and juſt the Proprietary Eſtate alone ſhould be exempt 


* 
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from a Tax which all the Eſtates in Britais and her Colonies now bear, or piuſt bear, 
to free that very Eſtate from Encroachmenzs and Encumbrance ? 5 

The Governor is * not fortunate enoufh, he is pleaſed to fay, to comprehend the 


Force of our Reaſonings on this Head, that are drawn from the Fourth Section of 


the Royal Charter; which, though it gives Power to the Proprietaries and 
« their Deputies and Lieutenants to make Laws, does not alter the Relation between a 
« Principal and his Deputy, or make the Deputy equal to, or independant of, the 
s Principal, Sc.“ We will therefore, for the Governor's Satisfaction, endeavour to 
expreſs our Sentiments yet p/ainer. if poſſible, and enforce them farther.” The Royal 
Charter grants * full, free and abſolute Power (not only to the Proprietary and his 
« Heirs) but to his and their Deputies and Licutenants, to enact any Laws whatſoever, 
« for raiſing Money for the Sofety of the Country, according to their beft Diſcretion, 
« with the Aﬀent of the Freemen, Cc. But the Governor objects, notwithſtanding 
this full and free Power granted by the Royal Charter to me as the Proprietaries De- 
puty, I cannot uſe my beft Diſcretion in this Caſe, nor enact the propoſed Law, be- 
cauſe there is in my Commiſſion a Prohibitory Clauſe or Saving which reſtrains me; 
and if 1 /bould paſs it, ſuch Prohibition notwithſlanding, the Law «could not be valid. 
To this we anſwered, that no Prohibition of the Proprietaries can leſſen or take away 
from the Lieutenant Governor any Power he is veſted with by the Royal Charter; and, 
in Support of this, as an Argument, at leaſt to the Governor, produced to him an O- 
pinion of the Proprietary and Governor's former Council, on the Caſe of a Proviſo 
or Saving in the Lieutenant's Commiſſion, that reſtrained, in favour of the Proprie- 
tary, the Power of making Laws which is granted to the Lieutenant in the Royal 
Charter, This Opinion (which the Governor allows to be a good One) declares that 


SavIxG 10 be void in itſelf, and that any Laws paſſed by the Lieutenant ſhall be vad, 
the Saving notwithſtanding, But the Governor would diſtinguiſh it away, by alledg- 


ing, that though the Opinion was good in that Caſe, it is not applicable to all Caſes,” 
If it is applicable to the preſent Caſe, it is all that is neceſſary for our Purpoſe, which 
was to ſhew, that a Proviſo in his Commiſſion, reſtricting the Powers granted him by 


Charter, was void in itſelf ; and that if he paſſed a Law contrary to the Proviſe, the 


Law would be valid. The Relation between the Principal and his Deputy* ſtill re- 
mains entire; the Deputy is dependant on the Principal, and may be removed by him 
at Pleaſure. But as the Priveipal cannot give Powers to the Deputy which he has not 


himſelf, ſo neither can he leſſen the Powers given to the Deputy by the Charter. If 


the Proprietary can, by Prohibitory Clauſes in his Commiſſion, reſtrain the Deputy 
from paſſing any one Law which otherwiſe he had Power by the Charter to paſs, hes 
may by the ſame Rule reſtrain him from paſſing every Law, and fo the Deputy would 
be no Deputy. That the Charter makes the Proprietary © civilly anſwerable for. 
* what is done in the Province by their Lieutenants,* we conceive to be,a Miſtake. 
The Proprietary is, by the Charter, made anſwerable for any Miſdemeanour that he 
bimſel: ſhall commit, or by any qur/fi] Default or Neglect permit, againſt the Laws of 


Trade and Navigation. But if the Deputy commits a Miſdemeanour, which the Pro. 


prietary does not permit, through his own ci Default or Neglect, we preſume he is 
not anſwerable for ſuch Miſdemeanour by the Charter; and leſs, in Reaſon, now, 
than when the Charter was given; as by an Act of Parliament of later Date, every 
Deputy appointed by the P:oprietary, muſt, before he can act as ſuch, receive the 


Royal Approbation. The very Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, moreover, ſeems to 


us to ſhow, that a Deputy to do a Thing, ſhould have all the Powers of the Princi- 
pal neceſfary for doing that Thing; and every Lieutenant or Deputy Governor, is, by 
the Nature of his Office, and the Reaſon of his Appointment, to tupply or Fold the 
Place of a Governor. Bot the Royal Charter being ſo expreſs and plain in the Point, 
leaves us under no Neceſſity of inveſtigating this Truth . Should our Con- 
ſtituents, when they chuſe us to repretent them in Aﬀembly, not only inſtruct us, but 
even take Bonds of us, that we ſhould aſſent to no Law for the better and more effefiual 
Recovery of the Proprietary Quitrents, if ſuch a Law were required of us, or thought 
neceſſary by the Governor: Would he think ſuch Prohibitions or Bonds valid? Would 
he not ſay they were void in themſelvee, as forbidding what he thinks à juſt and reaſon- 


able Thing, depriving us of the Right of uſing our 5% Diſcretion, and reſtraining the 


Powers granted to us by Charter, The Caſe we conceive to be the ſame with reſpect 
to the Proprietaries Lieutenant (who is their Repreſentative) if he is ſo reſtrained as the 


Governor thinks himſelf to be. The Government, and the Exerciſe of the Go 


vernment, are inſeparable,” lays Chief Juſtice Pcl/exfen, a famous Lawyer, and 


where.” 
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© wherever the Government is granted, the Exerciſe of that Government is meant and 
* included. If the King grant io any one the Government of Jamaica, or the like, 
continues he, © ſure no one will ſay, that that is not a Grant of the Exerciſe of the 
© Government there! And we ſuppoſe this is as good Law, with regard to the Grant 
of the Government of Pennſylvania. | 

The Governor is pleaſed to ſay, that he cannot help obſerving, that we formerly uſ. 
ed the ſame Arguments againſt the Validity of Royal Inſtructions. We have all due 
Reſpe& and Deſerence for Royal Inſtructions ; the King has not any where a more 
dutiful and loyal People; but what does the Governor intend by the VALipiTy of 
Inſtructions? Does he mean that they are Laws in the Colonies ? And it the Royal 
Inſtructions were ſuch, does it follow that Proprietary Inſtructions have the ſame ali. 
dity ? We apprehend there may be ſome Difference, but at prelent it is not neceſſary to 80 
dilcuſs it. t 

For our doubting in the leaſt the Governor's Power to make the offer'd Grants of +. 
Land (free of Purchaſe Money and Quitrent for Fifteen Years) in the Behalf of the . 
Proprietary, he is pleaſed to tieat us with great Contempt on account of our Igno. de 
Trance, oblerving, that it is ſomething very extraordinary, that the Repreſentative 


Body of Penn/ylvania ſnould know ſo littie of the Affairs of the Province, as never » 
to have been informed, that the Governor grants the Proprietary Lands under a ce. ab 
© tain Power of Attorney, regularly proved and recorded, called a Commiſſion of Proper. Ws 
© ty: That this Power was formerly veſted in private Perſons, but for tome Years paſt fe 
nas been given to the Governors; and being the Foundation of Property, cannot be if 4, 
© unknown. to any the leaſt acquainted with the Circumſtances of the Province. And 2 
© now, continues the Governor, to aſk a Queſtion or two in my Turn, How could ad 
you think that the Lands in the Province were granted under the Powers of a Com. fl un 
« miſſion [meaning his Commiſſion as Lieutenant Governor] which expreſly prohibis WW « « 
© the Granting of any ?'----- Really we ſhould be very ignorant indeed if we thougtt Wl  , 


ſo; but it happens, may it pleaſe the Governor, that we are perfectly well acquainted W « « 
with all theſe Matters, and have even now lying before us an authentic Copy of that WM not 
certain Power of Attorney, called a Commiſſion of Property, which we ſuppole moſt, who WM to! 


have read the Governor's Meſſage, are perſuaded gives him full Powers to make the fer 


Grants of Land, which in his Meſſage of the Twenty-eighth paſt, he propoſed * to gra 
* make to ſuch Perſons as ſhall now. engage to go upon an Expedition to remove the Te 


© French ſrom their Encroachment on the River Ohio, without any Pyrchaſe Money, mai 
and tree of Quitrent for Fifteen Years.” Our Copy of this Commiſſion is taken app 


from the Records, and certified to be a true One, under the Hand and Office Seal af hur 
the Maſter of the Rolls, We have examined it thoroughly to find the Powers by which are 
tho!e Grants were to be made, and unfortunately (we are ſorry we ate obliged to and 
it to the Governor) there is no ſuch Thing ; not even a Syllable of the Kind: But on givi 
the contrary, after a Power given to the Governor to grant Lands claimed by Virtue ing 
tormer Purchaſes, there is this Clauſe, And alſo, by Warrants to be iſſued as 2. ¶ our 
* forelaid, to giant to any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall apply for the ſame, and to ther cont 


© Heirs and Aſſigns for ever, any vacant Lands within the ſaid Province and -Coun-W for! 


© ties, or any of them, por, by and under the SAME TERMS, Methods, Rents ani v 


-* Reſervations, as have of late been uſed and practiſed in the ſaid Land Office, BUT FO gain 


© NO UESS PRICE, CONDITION, Rent or Reſervation in any wiſe.” That is, for Offe 
Fifteen Pounds, Ten Shillings, per Hundred Acres, Purchaſe Money, and Four Sh: 
linge and Twopence Sterling Quitrent. And now will the Governor give us Leave to 
alk a Queſtion or two in car Tuin? * How could he think that Lands might be 
« grant. d away, without any Purchaſe Money, and free of Quitrent for Fifteen Years, 
© under the Powers of a Commiſſion which expreſly. forbids his granting any* undi vice 
leſs Price, Condition, Rent or Reſervation whatſoever, than has of late been uſed ani 
practiſed in the Land Office ® How could he think of referring us to fuch a Commiſhon 
for his Power to make thole Giants, when he knew it was never there? How could 
he ſlight his Reputation ſo much, as to hazard ſuch an Impoſition on the Aſſembly and 
whole Province ! ---- one ſo esfily detected! We make no further Remarks on this 
Ic# we ſhould again incur the Cenſure of treating our Governor in an unbecoming 
Manner.“ 5 e 

The Propoſal, however, the Governor is pleaſed to ſay, was made with a good 
Intention; and had we raiſed Money for an Expedition to the Weſtward, and fa 


encouraging Settlers, he ſhould then have made an Offer of the Lands by Proclamayy 1 | 


© tion, letting the Adventurers know, that they were to have the Choice of the Land 


\ 


bun- 
and 
FOR 
for 
Shil 
ve to 
t de 
ears, 


nder 
and 
ſſion 
ould 
/ and 
this 
ming 


£000 
d fo 


amd 
and; 


Terms. 


A PI NEN DIA _ aw 
t in Preference to all others, with every Thing elſe that could reduce the Offer to a 
© Certainty, which there was no Neceflity of doing in a Meſſage to us, barely men- 


« tioning the Thing, and recommending to us to grant an Aid to thoſe that ſhould 


become Settlers. It is remarkable how ſlowly and gradually this generous Offer is 
ſqueezed out. We never heard a Word of it during aſt the Time of General Brad- 
dick's Expedition, for which Recruits were raiſed both in this and the neighbouring 
Colonies, tho' the Governor brought over with him, and had in his. Pocket all the 
while, that certain Power of' Attorney, called a Commiſſion of Property, to which 
we are referred for his Powers of making the Offer. But as foon as the Houſe had 
voted to raiſe Fifty Thouſand Pounds by a Lax on all the Eftates in the Province, real 
and perſonal, down comes a Meſſage, containing a Propoſal to grant Lands to the 
Soldiers who ſhould engage in the Expedition; a Propoſal made with a good Intention, 


as the Governor ſays; that is, with an Intention to get the Proprietary Eſtate exempted 


from the Tax, by ſeeming to offer an Equivalent in another Manner ; but worded in 


the moſt cautious Terms, as became an Offer made without Authority; and ſo as in- 


deed to offer Nothing that could affect the Proprietary ; for the Quitrent to be reſerved, 


not being aſcertained, but left in the Proprietary's Breaſt, he might, when the Patents 
were to iſſue, demand a Quitrent greater than the Worth of the Land. This being 


obſerved, and talked of, we had another Meffage, intimating that the Quitrent to be 
reſerved ſhould be only the common Quitrent of Four Sbillings and Tawo pence Sterling, 
per 100 Acres. But ſtill the Land was no otherwiſe deſcribed than as Weſt of the 2. 
legheny Mountains; leaving the Proprietary at Liberty, after the Conqueſt ſhould be 
made, to pick out, according to the modern Practice, all the beſt Lands for himſelf 


and his Friends, and offer the Adventurers ſuch as they would be ſure not to accept of 


under that Rent. And this being pointed out, we are now told, that a future Pro- 
« clamation is to give them the CHO1CE of the beff Lands; but it was not neceſſary to 
© mention this to us in a Meſſage recommending to us the Granting an Aid to thoſe 
Settlers. If we were to grant Aids to the Settlers on Proprietary Lands, was it 
not proper for us, as Guardians of the People, to know the Terms on which they were 
to hazard their Lives, and ſee that thoſe Terms were good in themſelves, and the Of- 


ter duly aſcertained ? We conceive, may it pleaſe the Governor, that whenever we 


grant an Aid for the Encouragement of ſuch Settlers, it will be proper to have the 
Terms aſcertained by the ſame Law, and not left to the precarious Effect of a Procla- 


mation thereafter to be made by a Governor, in the Proprietary's Behalf, without any _ 


apparent Power for ſo doing. If the Offer is well meant, a Law to aſcertain it cannot 
hurt the Proprietaries : The Recovery of the Country, and the Settlement of the Lands, 
are two diſtin Things. Let us firſt join equitably in the Tax for the Recovery 3 
and whenever the Governor ſhall be willing to paſs ſuch a Law, we are not averſe to 
giving the Propoſal of granting Lands a full and mature Conſideration; and afford- 
ing ſuch equiralent Encouragement to Settlers, in Proviſions, &c. as we mentioned in 
our former Meſfage. But it he can paſs ſuch a Law to grant the Proprietary's Lands, 
contrary to the Prohibition in his Commiſſion, may he not full as well paſs the Bill 
for taxing the Proprietaries Eltate ? 


We cannot leave this Point, without a Word or two in juſtification of ourſelves, a- 


gainſt the heavy Charge of depreciating, from a bad Temper of Mind, this generoas 
er, that would have had ſuch goed Effe in promoting the publick Service and 
Safety. We would not be miſunderſtood ; we look upon it that Lands may be made z 
valuable Encouragement, but we do not ſee any Genergſity in offering them to the Re- 
coverers at double the Market Price. The Encouragement to Adventurers is not 


diminiſhed, - but rather increaſed, by our telling them where they may, for their Ser- 


vice in the [ame Exptdition, have Lands equally good and more convenient on better 
er than the good Weltern Lands of this Province, and equally welt accommodated by 


ifteen Pounds Ten Shillings per Hundred Acres, with a Quitrent of Four Shillings and 


- 


Office afforded, by furniſhing Money to poor People on low Intereſt, and taking it 


gain in ſinall Payments, thereby enabling them to purchaſe Lands, an Advantage 


hey could not have elſewhere, might encourage many to ſtay in the Country, and 
ake up Lands on thoſe Terms. But that is now over; for the Act is gies. a 


or the Virginia vacant Lands are many of them nearer to navigable Wa- 
he Waggon Road made by the late Army. — It is true, the Proprietaries Price is 


wo pence Sterling, Numbers who imprudently made Improvements before they ob- 
*uds a Title, 05 obliged to give that Price; and the great Aſſiſtauce our Loan- 
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and as he is preſent by his own particular Repreſentative the Governor, 


you; but that js not owing to any Want of a legal Authority in them, but fron 
_* another Cauſe, that I need not mention here.” We were reproached in the Be Prop 


"aid to govern us, was a plain one; but the Governor inſinuates ſome other Cau 


mall ſpeak our Minds opevly, It may be thought rude and unpolite, perhaps, di 
it is atleaſt fair and honeſt, and may prevent Miſunderſtandings. If therefore M Neck 


- | the Deputy does not govern us, it is not becauſe we are ungovernable or rebellion 
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and it ſeems we are to have no mote. of the Kind; and when that Encouragement 6 
had its full Force, was it ever known that any People came from Virginia to pur. 6 


chaſe here, on account of the ſuperior Goodnels or Convenience of our Lands? On 1 


the contrary, have not many , Thouſands of Families gone trom hence thither, and 


| within thele few Years ſettled fifteen or twenty new Counties in that Colony? Have 8 


not Thouſands likewiſe left us to ſettle in Carolina? Had not the exorbitant Price at 7 
which the Proprietaries held their Lands, and their Neglect of Indian Purchaſing in re 


order to keep up that Price; driven theſe People from among us, this Province would Ul 


at this Day have been in a much more flouriſhing Condition. Our Number of Inhz. « 
bitants and our Trade would, in all Probability, have been double; we ſhould have 40 
been more able to defend the Pioprietary's Eſtate, and pay his Tax for bim, and pol: di 
fibly more willing: ---But they are gone, and gone for ever, and Numbers are go. fo 
ing aſter them !----And if the new Politicks prevail, and our diſtingoifhing Privile. th 


ges are one by one to be taken from us, we. may, without the, Gitt of Prophe. It 


cy, venture to foretel, that the Province will ſoon empty itſelf much faſter than it WF << 
Ia fine, this Offer was in Fact a mere Illuſon intended firſt to impoſe on the Af. 7 
ſembly, and then on the People; it was likewile to figure with at * 1 in the Eyes 10 
of the Miniſtry .—— We diſcovered the Deception, and the Governor is offended 6c 
that we did not keep the Secret. He is, „ aſtoniſhed, that we ſhould depreciate an 10 
« Offer which would have had very good Effects, and induced many to have gone Ml «+ 
4% on the Expedition and become Settlers, that would not otherwiſe have thought of WH « 
464 doing either,” May jt pleaſe the Goyernor, as bad an Opinion as he is pleaſed to « | 
entertain of us, we have {ome Conſcience; and would not chuſe, by our Silence, to W 
bare any Share in the Diſappointment and other ill Conſequences which might enſue Wl {ly 
10 thoſe who ſhould have gone en that vague, empty, unwarranted Offer, and not WM vat 
otherwiſe have thought of it, And we, in our Turn, may be aftoniſbed that the Go- WM Go 
vernor ſhould expect it of us. TT WY 1 

Me are in the next Place told by the Governor, that we take a very nice Diſtine- WM « | 
* tion between the Proprietary as Owner of Land, and the Proprietary as chief Go. WM anc 
«© yernor, and ſay, we do not tax him as Governor, but as a Land: holder and Fellow. alre 


4 ſubject. Our Words are, © We do not propoſe to tax him as Governor, &c." and 


but the Governor by carefully omitting the Word propoſe, in his Quotation, gives him: red 
ſelf an Opportunity of expatiating on the Abſurdity and Inſolence of our inverting the W thei 
Order of Things, and aſſuming a Power to tax the Preprietaries, under whom, be WM mer 
« is pleaſed to ſay, we derive the Power of acting as an Aﬀembly.” Had the Word this 


. Propoſe been honeſtly left in its Place, there would have been no Room for all this Lau 


Declamation; and the Demand, Hozy came You by a Right to tax them ? miglit 4 


| have well been ſpared; ſince, tho' we as an Aſſembly have no Right to tax the Pro- of 


prietary Eſtate, yet the Proprietary and Aſſembly together have ſurely ſuch a Right; « 7 
” we ma «« 
| bave a Right to propoſe iuch a Thing to htm, it we think it reaſonable, Eſpecially Ag 
fince we do not, as the Governor imagines we do, derive our Power of acting as ani ter, 
Aſſembly from the Proprietary, but from tbe ſame Royal Charter, that impowers hin Cha 
to act as Governor. 8 e 5 
Me had been told in a former Meſſage, that the Proprietary ought to he exem ther: 


from Taxes, for he was a Governor, and Governors were exempt by the Nature find 


their Office : We reply'd, that he did ot govern us, but the Province ſupported hi me 
Lieutenant to do that Duty for him, On this the Governor now. makes the following ſhou 
Oblervation, ** It may be very true, as you ſay, that the Proprietaries do vot gow?! gain 


ginning of this Meſſeage, as playing wuith Words; and the Governor, it ſeeme, half Gott 
now caught the Inieftion. The Reaſon we gave why the Proprietary could not it 


without explaining it, that there may be Room for the Reader's Imagination to ma of 
it any Tbing or every Thing that is bad. We diflike theſe dark Innuendoes, al 


preſent Proprietaries do not govern us, it is becauſe they never aſſumed the Gt 
vernment in their own Perſons, but, as we (aid before, employ a Deputy; and 


* 
*4, a 8 
E 


es he would inſinuate, nor for Want of ſufficient Power in his Hands by the Conſti- 
9 fution ; but becauſe he has not that Spirit of Government, that Skill, and thoſe Abili“ 
n tier, that ſhould qualify him for his Station. BEE Cots x en T 


d The Governor is pleaſed to tell us, © That our Diſtinction between the Proprieta- 
e ec ry as Owner of Land, and the Proprietary as chief Governor, has no Exiſtence 
at % in Law or Reaſon.'” We ſhall endeavour to ſhew him, that it exiſts in both with 
n regard to the King, and therefore preſume it may with regard to the Proprietary. 
d The Governor tells us likewiſe, as a Matter of Law, „ that the King can have no 


P « private Eſtate, but from the Dignity of his Office holds his Lands in Right of the 


Vf Crown.“ Weare not any of us Lawyers by Profefſion, and would not venture to 


. diſpute the Sovernor's Opinion, if we did not imagine we had good Authority 


* for it: We find in Viner's Abridgment, an allowed Book, Title Deſcent of Lands, 
be theſe Obſervations, which we hope may be atisſactory to the Governor in both Points. 
& It is there ſaid, ** That the King has two Capacities, for he has two Bodies, of 
t „ which the one is a Body natural, conſiſting of natural Members, as every other 
« Man is; the other is a Body politick, and his Members thereof are his Subjects. 
. «© He may take in his Body natural, Lands or Tenements, as Heir to any of his An- 
© WF © ceſtors ; and alſo in this Capacity may purchaſe to him and his Heirs, and his 
ed & Heirs ſhall retain it, notwithſtanding that he is removed from the Royal 
in Wy © Eſtate, And he may alſo take or purchaſe Lands or Tenements in Fee in 
ne i © his Body Politick, that is to ſay, to him and to his Heirs Kings of England, or to 
of WW © him and his Succefſors Kings of England; and ſo his double Capacity remains, as 
o © it does in other Perſons who have a double Capacity, as Biſhop or Dean.” &c, 
to We preſume that our Proprietaries hold the Manors they have laid out to them- 
ut By ſelves, and the other Lands they may have repurchaſed in their Province, in their pri- 
t vate Capacities, as Thomas Penn, or Richard Penn, and not in their yn ge" of chief 
Governor. The Governor is pleaſed to allow, ** that one Reaſon why the King's 
&« Fee-Farm Rents are taxed in England, may be, that the Land Tax ſhould not fall 
e.“ heavier upon other Lands in the fame Difſtrit,” It ſeems tb us a good Reaſon, 
'0- and to hold as well in our Caſe. For ſhould the Proprietaries go on encreafing their 
„already enormous Eftate, fue and recover all their Mortgages, add Field to Field, 
and make Purchaſe after Purchaſe, till the Number of Freeholders iti the Province is 
. reduced to a Handful': Can it be thought reaſonable that every Eſtate as it comes into 
the WH their Hands ſhall be exempt from Taxes, and the Burden of ſupporting the Govern 
be ment, and defending the Province, thrown all upon the Remainder ? And yet 
ord BY this muſt be the Caſe if our Diſtinction has, as the Governor ſays, no Exiſtence in 
i Law or Reaſon, W 3 Hh e 
gie The Governor denies that the Fees and Perquiſites he enjoys are paid for Support 


bei Law, as Conſiderations for the Buſineſs done; and the Publick-houſe Licences, 
"WW ©* which are the chief of them, were originally granted by Charter.” This latter 


% Afertion is quite unintelligible to us, We can find no ſuch Grant in the Royal Char- 


er, nor can we conceive how the Proprietary can grant a Fee to himſelf by his own 
an Charter. The Governor is a Stranger here, and may be unacquainted with the Riſe 
and Eſtabliſhment of what is called the Support of Government among us. He will 
* therefore permit us to relate it to him, as we have received it from our Anceſtors, and 
find Traces of it on our own Records. When the firſt Settlers purchaſed Lands from 
WR the Proprietary, he denfanded, beſides the Confideration- Money, that a 3 
ai ſhould be reſerved and paid ts him and his Heirs yearly for ever. They objefied a- 
ver "wh this as a diſagreeable and unreaſonable Encumbrance; but were told, that the 
Be roprietary being als Gorernor, though he took the Purchaſe-Money for the Land as 
Proprietary, he reſerved the Quitrents to be paid for his Support as Governor ; for that 
W Government muſt be ſupported, and theſe Quitrents. would be the moſt equal and eaſy 


the King's Government of Virginia. Theſe Reaſons induced them to acquieſce in it. 
But the Proprietaty's Affairs calling him to reſide in England, atid the vittents, 
Widen but few, being all wanted to ſupport him there, a Lieutenant Governor became 
neceſſary, and alſo a Support for that Lieutenant, as the Proprietary,” through the 
Neceffity of his Affairs, was unable to ſupport him. The Publick-houſe Licences 


tual Laws were given to the Governor for the Time being. But Governors, a Sort 
ff Officers not eaſily ſatisfied with Salary, complaining that theſe were "inſufficient to 
CHA Ed Wet; $1544 Talking 261 14464 ZW 6 Ne. eres El 8 — * maintain 
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% of Government; they are, he ſays, only moderate Fees conſented to be fixed by 


Tax, and prevent the Neceſſity of other Taxes for that Purpoſe here, as they did in 


and other Licences and Fees were pitched upon for this ſecond Support, and by perpe- 
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* maintain ſuitably the Dignity of their Station, occaſional Preſents were added from 
5 Time to Time; and thoſe at Length came to be expected as of Right, which, if con- 
ceded to, and eſtabliſned by, the People, would have made a third Support 
Our Situation at this Time is, that the preſent Proprietaries claim, and enjoy the ons, 
Quitrents (which were the fir} Support) as Part of their private Eſtate, and draw them I poſſeſ 
to England where they reſide, remote from their Government, ſupplying their PlaceWdiſpoi 
here by a Lieutenant, The Lieutenant takes and enjoys the Licence-Money, and o. Iſent. 
ther Perquiſites, which weie the ſecond Support, and though he has from Thirty Shil.cailed 
lings to Three Pounds for writing his Name only (the Secretary being paid Six Shillng;heart! 
beſides for the Licence and Seal) ſays, they are only moderate Fees in Conſideration fur and v 
Buſineſs dane. And now if we do not regularly give thoſe additional Preſents, which this a 


what 
he ] 
enjoy 
ciſe o 


were only the Marks of our Good will, and Tokens of the Satisfaction we had in x 
Governor's Adminittration ; every Thing elſe that a Governor enjoys is forgot, and 
we are charged both at Home and Abroad with the heinous Crime of preſuming 0 


with 
Clauſ 
tende 


abithhold the Support of Government —— Thus we ſee how ſoon Cuſtom may he-to co 
come a Law, how thiilty a Thing Power is, and how hard to be ſatisfied. ** Claims I ſnce 
« as the Governor fays, wil never be wanting,” and if the People will give © when.WCoun 
« ever they are required” to give, they may ſoon be © tripped of every Thing they our 1 
«© have a Right to enjoy. : | „ 

The Governor is pleaſed to acquaint-us, that all the Fees and Perquiſites of th Unde 
Government do rot amount, communibus Annis, to more than a Thouſand Pounds ſand v 
meaning, as we ſuppoſe, Sterling Money. This the Governor enjoys fully and free. come 
ly, and we never inteifeie in his Diſpoſition of it, any more than in the Proprietarieſ when 
Diſpoſition of the Qu trents. We thins this a handſome Support for a Governor : ſhort 


and tho' he calls it only moderate Fres for Buſineſs done; yet if be can earn 0 Tt 
Thouſand Pounds Sterling a Year in ſuch Fecs, the Buſineſs muſt certainly be aff ther « 
good One. | Time 


On our ſaying that ſome Proprietaries and Governors of petty Colonies aſſume mot ceedi1 
- Prerogatives and Immunitives than ever were claimed by their Royal Maſter, the Go 
vernor g:ows' warm in Behalf of the Proprietaries, and demands with all the Air of 
a Perſon conſcious of being in the Right, What Inflances can you give of thai aſſumino 


— — ——————_—_———_——— 
— — 
— — — — — 
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Bebaviour in your Proprietaries? We anſwer, The prelent Inſtance; for the King Pl. 
does not claim an Exemption from Taxes for his private Eſtate, as our Proprietarie with, 
do. Have they ever claimed any Rights or Prerogatives not granted them ty t or lo! 
Royal Charter, or reſerved by that of their Father ? Yes, The Right of being exemy their 
from Taxes for their Eltate in Peanſplvania, when all their Fellow Subjects (for tiff grout 


-Proprietaries are Subjects, tho' the Governor ſeems to diſdain the Term) both in EngÞ out f 
land and America, not excepting even the Lords and Commons of Parliament, are no whic! 
obliged to undergo a Tax for the Recewery of Part and Defence of the Reft of Tra 
- VERY ESTATE, This Right is not granted them by the Royal Charter, nor coul 
7 ĩt be reſerved-by tbeir Father's Charter. Can you lay to their Charge one Inflance of In 
| Juftice or Severity? This is an Act of Injuſtice and Severity, to inſiſt that the Pcop| 
| - ſhall not be allowed to raiſe Money for their own Defence, unleſs the will agree ti 

defend the Proprietary Eſtates gratis. If this be comply'd with, and the War cont 
nues, what ſhall hinder them another Year, when the Fifty Thouſand Pounds is expend 

ed, to require, that before we are allowed to 1aiſe another Sum for the ſame Purpoſe 
we ſhall agree not only to defend their Lands, but to plougb them : For this their Lie 
. tenant may alledge the Uſage and Cuſtom” in Germany, and put us in Mind, thi 
we are chiefly Germans. —— Who can aſſure us, that their appropriated Lands, 

long kept untenanted and idle, are not reſerved in ExpeRation of ſome ſuch forts cario 


nate Opportunity? Can other Inſtances, in Anſwer to the Governor's Queſtions þ T 
- neceſſary ? If he thinks it diſcreet to inſiſt on more, they may ſoon be at lf Rate 
Service. : 8 E 


Wee are then deſired to turn our Eyes on our own Conduct, and charged in hig © far 
Terms with * taking upon ourſelves great and mighty Powers; diſpenſing with poſſ at le 
« tive Laws, and claiming a Right of diſpoſing of all Publick Money, a Right. 


* -keeping our Proceedings a Secret from the Crown, with, as the Governor is pleil | 

te ed to ſay, many others, unknown to an Engliſh Conſtitution, and never heard of i we e 
- * the other Plantations.” A round Charge, but not more eaſily made than anſwereF Secu 
The Governor allows, “ that we have ail the Powers and Privileges of an Aſſemblyhi whit 
„ according to the Rights of the Free-born Subjects of England, and as is uſual in an pref 


% of the King's Plantations in America; and we neither claim nor practice any | 
280 A \ vie - 


* - 


> 


AP. P 3.0. I. 403 
Bhat is uſual in ſome or other of them, We claim no Right of diſpenſing with Laws, 
from ne Right of diſpoſing of our own Money, we think is a natural Right, and we have 
con- enjoyed it ever ſince the Settlement of the Frovince, and conſtantly been in the Exer- 
— dite of it in every Inſtance, except perhaps in a few, where, on extraordinary Occaſi- 
the ons, we have choſen to make ſpecial Appropriation by a particular Law. It is alſo 
them poſſeſſed and practiſed by ſeveral other Aſſemblies. We have moreover the Right of 
place diſpoſing of the preſent Revenue by poſitive Laws, which have received the R yal Al- 
d o-ſent. This natural and legal Right, as we conten | it is, was never denied us, or 
Shil. Nealled in queſtion, as we know of, but by our preſent Proprietaries. Their ever 
Angi bearty Friend, the late Governor's Father, who had lived many Years among us, 
2 rand was ſk lled in our Laws, in a ſolemn Speech, recorded in our Minutes, mentions 
hichMthis as one of our Civil Ricurs, among the other Happineſfes of our Conſtitution, 
in a@with which he was thoroughly acquainted. Our inſerting therefore in the Bill a 
and Clauſe, that the Governor ſhou'd have a Voice in the Diſpoſition of the Money in- 
g :ofltended to be raiſed, was partly in Conſideration that the Proprietary was, by the Bill, 
so contribute in Proportion to his Eſtate, and to avoid unſealonable Di'putes ;----but 
inn, ice we are daily more and more convinced that the Governor is no Friend to our 
nen. N Country, and takes a Pleaſure in contriving all poſſi »le Methods of Expence, to exhauſt 
they oor Funds, and diſtreſs our Aﬀais (of which the preſent exorbitant Demand of 
Five Thouſand Pounds, beſides what we have already paid, for cutting a Road, an 
Undertaking he engage] us in on a Computation of its coſting Eight Hundred Pounds, 
and which if this be due muſt coſt us about an Hundred Pounds per Mile) it will be- 
come us to be more particvlrly careful how our publick Money ſhall be expended, /- 
when the greateſt Sums which can be raiſed upon this young Colony muſt fall ſo far 
ſhort of what may become abſolutely neceſſary for our common Security. 5 
That we claim a Right of keeping our Proceedings a Secret from the Crown, ano- 
ther of the Governor's groundleſs Accuſations, has been twice refuted, and is yet a third 
Time courageouſly repeated; though all the Province knows that our Votes and Pro- 
ceedings are every Year printed and publiſhed, and have been ſo fer theſe Thirty 
Years paſt and more. Equally groundleſs are the [many others] which the Governor 
ſorbears to particularize. Cuu'd he have thought of one that had the leaſt apparent 
Foundation, he would not have ſpared to mention it. SEA 
Plans and Schemes of agerandizing ourſelves the Governor has often charged us 
with, and now repeats the Charge. He affects to conſider us as a permanent Body, 
or ſome particular Order of People in the State, capable of planning and {cheming for 
their own particular Advantage, diſtinct from that of the Province in general. How 
groundieſs this muſt be, is eaſily conceived, when 'tis conſidered, that we are pick'd 
out from among the People by their Suffrages, to repreſent them for one Year only; 
which ended, we return again among the People, and others may be, and often are 
choſen in our Places, No one of us knows a Day before the Election that he ſhall be 
choſen, and we neither bribe nor ſollicit the Voters, but every one votes as he pleaſes, 
and as piivately as he pleaſes, the Election being by written Tickets folded up and put 
into a Box. What Intereſt can ſuch a Body have, ſeparate from that of the Pub- 
lick? What Schemes can a Sett of Men, continually changing, have, or what Plans 
can they form to aggrandize themſelves, or to what Purpole ſhould they have or form 
them ? If the little Power allowed us by the Conſtitution was fixed in our particular 
Families, and to deſcend to our Heirs, as the Proprietary Power does in their Fam. 
ly, we might then be ſuſpected of theſe aggrandizing Plans and Schemes, with more 
Appearance of Probability. But if any of us had ſuch Schemes, the Want of a ſinę le 
vote in any Election might totally diſconcert them, there being no Tenure more pic= 
uf carious than that by popular Efteem or Favour. 9 
The Governor next conſiders what we have ſaid relating to the AR for raiſing County 
ul Rates and Levies, and is pleaſed to ſay, that. he does not ſee why the Proprietary 
© Eſtate in each County is not benefited in common with other Eftates, and by the 
ſame Means.“ That the Proprietaries Eſtate ſhould be excuſed in a County Rate, 
"ll at leaſt ſo far as that Rate is levied for the Payment of Aſſemblymens Wages, appears 
do us equitable ; for it would ſeem unreaſonable to tax an Eſtate to defray their Ex- 
pences, if the Poſſeſſor had no Vote in chuſing a Repreſentative in that Houſe. But 
ve conceive it is widely different in a Provincial Tax, where the common Intereſt and 
AY Security of all are concerned; and yet if the Proprietaries ſhould purchaſe Eftates 
which "Hl uſually been taxed by the County Rate and Levy Act for that Purpoſe, we 


this 
nds, 
re- 
rie 

or; 


preſume thoſe Eſtates ought to continue 5 pay their Aſſeſſments, It was the ix pe” 


1 
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of the Sollicitor General in King WiLL1aM's Time, that the Lords had no Right 
vote in the Elections of a Commoner, becauſe they were not Contributors to the Ex. 


pences of a Knight of the Shire or Burgeſs ; and they were not Contributors to that St 
Expence, becauſe they were of another Houſe. But if they purchaſed Lands which ar 
were, before ſuch Purchaſe, chargeable with thoſe Expences, thoſe Lands ſhould, not. i 
withſtanding that Purchaſe, continue chargeable therewith by Law; altho' before tle MW di. 


Act, the Lands the Lords were ſeized of, or purchaſed, were excuſed from that 
Charge, But tho' ſuch Lands were excuſed from theſe Rates, will any One from 
thence alledge, that the Lords are exempted from paying the zational Taxes ? As for 
the reſt of the Expences provided for by that Act, we thought, as the Proprietary 
cultivated no Lands in any of the Counties, but let them lie for. a Market, he had 
probably no Sheep that might ſuffer by Wolves, Poultry by Foxes, or Corn by Crows 
and Blackbirds, Sc. and therefore might reaſonably be excuſed from thoſe Taxes that 
were to raiſe Money to deſtroy ſuch Vermin. But on farther Conſideration, we are 
willing to give up that Point to the Governor, and agree that their Eſtates may on o- 
ther Conſiderations be equally benefited ; concluding withal, that they ought therefore 
equally to pay. For as to the Conditions of Conſent the Governor mentions, they are 
3 imaginary, tho' the Governor ſpeaks of them with the ſame apparent Aſſurance 
as if he had the Contrad between the then Governor and Aſſembly under Hand and 
Seal in his Poſſeſſion; The exempting Proviſo in that AQ, the Governor ſays, is 

c declarative of the Rights of the Proprietaries Station, of which the People in gene. 
ral might be ignorant.“ Be it ſo then; and let us ſee what are the. Words: Po. 
s wided alſo, that the Propri:tary and Gowernor's proper Eflate ſhall not be liable to le 

c rated or aſſeſſed by Virtue of T*i1s Act. We ſubmit. Their Eſtate muſt not be 
taxed by Virtue of that Act, for the Purpoſes intended by that AR i *Tis the Right 
of their Station, jt ſeems. But is this a Reaſon, why they ſhould not be taxed by any | 
other Act for any other Purpoſes, or by another Act for the ſame Purpoſes, when uu ren 
ſhall become reaſonable and neceſſary ? EY 3 
Ibere is in the ſame Act an Exemption from the ſame Tax, of all ? unſettled per 

6 Tracts or Parcels of Land, belonging to any Perſon whatſoever, Is this too, de» WM iu 
clarative of the Right of ſuch Landbolders Station, and does it expreſly declare, that ing 
thoſe Gentleman are not liable to Taxes #* It fo, why did not the Governor object ing 
to that Part of our Bill likewiſe, which propoſes to tax all located Lands, on this Oc- WW did 
raſion, whether ſettled or unſettled. Thoſe plain Words, The e e Eſtate ſoall ¶ Bil 
mot he fiable to be rated by Virtue of THis Af, muſt be ſtretched on the Rack before they tot 
can be extended, as the Governor extends them, to a general Declaration, * that the ¶ leſt 

* Proprietary Eſtate is not liable to Taxes.” But he is a dextrous Diſputer, and can at ¶ tha 
Pleaſure change the Meanings of the plaineſt Words, and make them epify more or WF wh 
lels, as it ſuits his Purpoſe. As, for another Inſtance ; we had aſked this W Goo, we 
Whether, ſuppoſing the Proprictary Eſtate to be taxed, it would be equitable that WM lan 
he ſhould have a Negative in the Choice of the Aſſeſſors, fince that would give him of 
Half the Choice, tho he were to pay perhaps not a Hundredth Part of the Tax!“ e 
* The Governor eagerly lays hold of thele very looſe and uncertain. Words [| tho' he WM wh: 
dauere to pay PERHAPS not a Hundredth Part'] which are introduced merely for the I 
= Argument Sake, and conſtrues them into a Determination of what would be the Pro - plai 
| prietaries Proportion, which he is pleaſed to agree to, by telling us, I think wirn Ind 
$-YOU that the Proprietary Tax would not be more than a Hundredth Part of the aubole, ¶ atE 

when tis plain we had no Theught at all of fixing any Proportion to be paid by the MW Peo 
-Proprietary Eſtate, or any other Eſtate, being deſtitute of the proper Informations, rath 

| ard having by the Bill left that Matter to the Commiſſioners and Aſſeſſors, who were Ii are 
| to have before them the Conſtables Returns, and to be ſworn, or folemnly affirmed, WM Di/ 
| to do equal Juſtice, after informing-themſelves of the Value of Eſtates in the beſt WO lay. 
Manner they could, by all the Means in their Power. But had, we mentioned Thou: imn 


8 ſ@n4th or Tex Thouſandth Part, we make no Doubt the Governor would haye. been I ing, 
F  ' :complaiſantenough to think avith us in that Particular, tho! we ſhould differ in ruir 
Ever Thing elſe. : ; * 3 ſpur 


Tbe Governor, © cannot eaſily conceive, he is pleaſed ta ſay, | that a Negative witt 
upon a Choice is Half that Choice, or indeed apy Part of it. We think. a Negs- 
tire may be in Effect more than Half the Choice, and even amount to the Whole, if 
- It be repeated till there is no Choice Jeſt but that which, the Poſſeſſyr of the negativing 
Fomet choaſes. The Peers of Great. Britain haue ng Vote, nor can they intermeddle 
4p the Election of a Commoner; and yer. the Commons claim it as 3 * + 

| „ 8 | | is 


* 
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to Right to ſubje& their Eſtates to Taxes by a Bill, the whole of which the Lords muſt 
x. eder refuſe or paſs. And that auguſt Body, wlio contribute ſo fargely to the Poblick 
at Stock, acquieſce in it as a ſufficient Security for their Eſtates. But gur Proprietaries 
ch are unhappily of different Sentiments, and cannot think themſelves fate, untels' theit 
dt. MW whole Eſtate here be entirely exempted, and the Burden of deſepdipg it become an ad- 
lie WW ditional Weight to the Taxes on our Mother Country, and on the Freemen of this and 
at W the neighbouring Colonies, rr a rr et PERL 
m The Governor is grievouſly offended at an Expreſſion in our Meſſage, that we have 
for in our Bill AL LO w ED him a Share in the Diſpoſition of the Fifty Thouſand Pounds; 

Ty and thunders over us in a Storm of angry Queſtions, © Is it from you, Gentlemen, 
ad « that I derive the Right of governing this Province, or from your Allowance that I 
ws © have a Voice in the Legiſlature ? Are you the ſovereign Diſpoſers of Power ? Have 
at « you the Right to give and take away at Pleaſure ? It not, Whence that lofty Claim 
re of allowing your Governor a Share in the Diſpoſition of the Publick Money?“ If 
o- the Governor will but have a little Patience, we ſhall endeavour, by a few cool ſober 
re Ineſtions, to explain this Matter to him as well as we arefable. Are not all My 
re Bills to take their Riſe in the Houſe ? Can he poſſibly have any Share in the Diſpoſitio! 
8 of publick Money if it is not raiſed ? and can it be raiſed without our Allowance ? 
nd Has the Governor a Right to make any Amendments to a Money Bill? If, therefore, 
is a Clauſe is put into ſuch Bill, giving him a Voice in the Diſpoſition of our Money, 
e· muſt not ſach Clauſe be firſt allowed by us to be inſerted ? To what Purpoſe then were 
v. all thoſe haughty Queſtions! We ſhall anſwer them in a few Words. We are not 
be WW © the ſovereign Diſpoſers of Power ;? nor does the Governor © derive from us the 
be Right of governing this Province: It were a vain Thing in us to ſay it, ſince his 
ht being our Governor would alone be a ſufficient Proof to the contrary. 
ny The Governor is pleaſed to ſay, that he ſtudiouſly avoided every Thing that could 
u I renew the Diſputes ſubſiſting between us; and earneſtly recommended the ſame Tem- 
per of Mind to us. This may be right, ſo far as relates to his firſt Speech at the O- 
ed pening of the Seſſion ; but in his Amendments to our Bill, it appeared to us, that he 
> WW ftudiouſly propoſed every Thing that he thought could diſguſt us, in hopes cf engag= 
at WF ing us in ſome other Diſpute than that on taxing the Proprietaries Eſtate, and of mak- 
ing the Bill with the Seſſion ineffeQual and abortive. Why elſe, among other Things, 
c- ¶ did he ſtrike out that harmleſs Part of the Preamble, which gave, as a Reaſon for the 
all Bill, the Exhauſting of our Treaſury by our late expenſive Grants of Proviſions, &c. 
ey to the King's Uſe, He did not chuſe the Bill ſhould mention any Thing we had done, 
be leſt by that Means it ſhould reach the Royal Ear, and refute his repeated Accuſations 
at WF that we © had done nothing, nor would do any thing, for Defence of the Country ;* 
or when he knows in his Conſcience we have given all in our Power; and it was well 
0, we had it in our Power to give ſomething, otherwiſe neither the Bin nor Neww-Eng- 
at WH land Troops would have had the Proviſons we furniſhed ; for could the Governor 
L oſſibly have done it, we have Reaſon to believe he would have defeated our Grant : 


P e can no more bear to let us do any Thing commendable, than he can bear to bear 
he WW what we have done mentioned, 3 Re oo oc 
he It is true the Governor recommended a good Temper of Mind to us: He can make 


o plauſible Speeches, that will read well in other Places where his Conduct is not known. 
Indeed they appear not ſo much to be made for us as for others; to ſhew the Miniſt 
t Home his great Zeal for his Majeſty's Service and Concern ſor the Welfare of this 
he People! and to recommend himſe f, as it ſnould ſeem, to ſome better Poſt hereafter, 
1s, rather than to obtain the preſent Points that ſeem to be perſuaded. For of what Avail 
re ¶ are the beſt Speeches, not accompanied with ſuitable Actions? He has recommended 4 
d, ¶ Diſpatch in very good Words, and immediately hatch'd ſome Diſpute to occaſion De- =. 
eſt lay. He can recommend Peace and Unanimity in fine and moung Language, at i 
. immediately contrive ſomething to provoke and excite Diſcord; the lettled Scheme be- 
en ing, not to let us do any Thing that may recommend us to thoſe with whom he would 
in ruin us. He would appear to be in great Earneſt to have ſomething done, and 
{purs violently with both Heels, but takes Care at the ſame Time to rein- in ſtrong] 


ive with both Hands, leſt the Publick Buſineſs before us ſhould go forward, When we 
a. offer d him to raile Money on the Exciſe, a Meſhod long in Uſe, and ſound eaſy to the 

it People, he quarrelled with us about the Time of extending the Act, complained it 
ns WM would raiſe too little, and yet was for ſhortening the Term. Obſolete Inſtructions 


were muſtered up againſt it, though Acts of the ſame Kind had been ſince paſſed by 
ne Crown, Acts of Parliament made far other Colonies were to be enforced _ 


4 
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and the like. Then he called out for a Tax, which the Proprietaries themſelves (in. 


their Anſwer to our Repreſentation) allowed to be the moſt equitable Way of raiſing 
Money ; thinking, it is like, that we ſhonld never agreetoa Tax. But now when 
we offer an equitable Tax on all Eſtates real and perſonal, he refuſes that, becauſe the 
Proprietaries are to be taxed. ! Tea than 
The Governor thinks himſelf injuriouſly treated by our Requeſt, that he would 
© not make himſelf the hateſul Inſtrument of reducing a free People to the abjeR State 


© of Vaſſalage, and aſks, © What Grounds have you, Gentlemen, for this heayy 


Charge? What Laws of Impoſition abhorrent to common Juſtice and common 
£ Reaſon have I attempted to force down your 'Throats ?* Sc. A Law to tax the 
People of Peunſylvania to defend the Proprietary Eſtate, and to exempt the Proprictary 
Eſtate from bearing any Part of the Tax, is, may it pleaſe the Governor, a Law ah. 
berrent to common Juſtice, common Reaſon, and common Senſe. This is a Law of Im. 

tion that the Governor would force down our Throats, by taking Advantage of 
the Diſtreſs of our Country, the Defence of which he will not ſuffer us to provide for, 
unleſs we will comply with jt. Our Souls rife againſt it. We cannot ſwallow it.--.. 
What other Inſtance would the Governor deſire us to give of his end- avouring to re. 
duce us to a State of Vaſſalage? He calls upon vs for an Inſtance. We give him the 
very Law in 3 as the ſtrongeſt of Inſtances. Vaſſals muſt folloab their Lords 
to the Wars in Defence of their Lands; our Lord Proprietary, though a Subject like 


durſelves, would ſend us out to fight for him, while he keeps himſelf a thouland 


Leagues remote from Danger! Vaſſals fight at their Lords Expence, but our Lord 
would have us defend his Eſtate at our own Expence ! This is not merely Vaſſalage, 


- It is worſe than any Vaſſalage we have heard of; it is ſomething we have no adequate 


Name for; it is even more laviſh than S avery itſelf, And if the Governor can ac- 
compliſh it, he «vill be deemed the hateful Inſtrument (how much ſoever he is diſguſted 
with the Epithet) as Jong as Hiſtory can preſerve the Memory of his Adminiltration, 


Does the Governor think to exculpate himſelf, by calling upon us to p1ove him guilty 


of Crimes we have never charged him with? Whoſe Liberty have I taken away? Whiſe 
Property bawve I invaded ? It he can force us into this Law, the Liberty and Proptr- 
ty, not only of one Man, but of all the Men in the Province, will be invaded and 
taken away; and this to aggrandize our intended Lord, encreaſe and ſecure his Eftate 
at our Coſt, and give him the glorious Privil-ge that no Britiſb Nobleman enjoys, of 
having his Lands free from Taxes, and defended gratis. But what is the Loſs ol 
even Liberty and Property, compared with the Lofs of our good Name and Fame, 
which the Governor has, by every Artifice, endeavoured to deprive vs of, and to ruin 
us in the Eſtimation of all Mankind. Accuſations ſecretly Gifperſed in the neighbour- 
Ing Provinces and our Mother Country; nameleſs Libels put into the Hands F over 


Member of Parliament, Lords and Commons! But theſe were modeſt Attacks com- 
pared with his publick Meſſages, filled with the moſt ſevere and heavy Charges againſt 
us, Without the leaſt Foundation; ſuch as thoſe in his Meſſage of the Sixteenth of 


May laſt; ſome of which, tho' then fully refuted, he now ventures to renew, by ex- 
claiming in theſe Terms, Had you any Regard for your bleeding Country, would 
you have been deaf to all the affectionate Warnings and Calls of his Majeſty? and 


© would you have refuſed the proper, neceſſary and timely Aſſiſtance to an Army ſent 
© to protect theſe Colonies ?* For is it not well known that we have eſſayed every Me. 


thod, conſiſtent with our Rights and Liherties, to comply with the Calls of the 
Crown, which have frequently been defeated either by Proprietary Inſtructions or the 


Perverſeneſs of our Governor ? Did we not ſupply that Army plen'ifully with all 
they aſk'd of us, and even more than all? in Teſtimony of which, have we not Let. 
ters from the late General, and other principal Officers, acknowledging our Care, and 
| thanking vs cordially for our Services? Theſe Things are well known here: But there 


is no Charge that the Governor cannot allow himſelf to throw out againſt us, ſo it may 
have the leaſt Chance of gaining ſo.ne ſmall Credit ſome where, though of the ſhortel 
Continuance, | | 

In fine, we are ſincerely grieved at the preſent unhappy State of our Affairs; but 


' muſt endeavour patiently to wait for that Relief which Providence may, in due Time 


think fit to favour us with, having, if this Bill is till refuſed, very little farther Hope 
of any Good from our preſent Governor. „ 


J 
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5 | The Governor's REPLY, September 24, 1755. 

he | , HM : 

ld N the Courſe of my ſhort Adminiſtration among you, I have often regretted, that 
te ata Time when it becomes every one of us to be conſulting and acting for the 


V5 publick G:0d, you ſhould ſtill delight to introduce new and unneceſſary Diſputes, and 

* turn the Attention of the People from Things of the laſt Importance to their future 
e Safety. | | 3 

ry os very tedious Meſſage of the Nineteenth of Auguſt, is a ſufficient Proof of your 

b. Temper of Mind; it is indeed of ſuch an inflammatory Nature, that did not the 

n. Duties of my Station and Juſtice to the People require me to take ſome Notice of it, I 
of mould think it beneath me as a Gentleman to make any Reply to a Paper of that 


*, Kind, filled with the groſſeſt Calumny and Abu'e, as well as the moſt glaring Miſre- 


* WW preſentations of Facts; and what I ſhall now ſay in Anſwer to it would have been ſaĩd 
e. in your laſt Sitting, had you not adjourned yourſelves ſo ſoon after the Delivery of it, 
he that I had not Time. £3 ; 

ds You ſet out with claiming it as a Privilege to have your Bills granting Supplies paſſed 


ke Bf as they are tendered, without Amendments, and ſay, * it is far from being an ordinary 


nd © Method to receiveor debate upon Amendments offered by the Governor. 
rd This Claim is not warranted by the Words of the Charter, nor by the Uſage of 


, former Aſſemblies, and you yourſelves muſt know, that from the firſt Settlement of 
te WF the Province to the latter End of the Adminiſtration of Mr. Hamilton, my immediate 


c- W Piedeceſſor, the Governors have occaſionally amended Bills for raiſing Money, and 
ed WF their Right of doing ſo was never till then conteſted. | | 
n. Notwithſtanding all you have ſaid as to my Offer of Lands to the Mæſtavard, I am 


„ WW million of Property in Contt adiſtinction to the Commiſſion of Government, as that 
nl under which I granted Lands upon the common and ordinary Occaſions, which you 
te ſeem to think was done under the other. But as to the Offer in Queſtion, I had ſuch 
Directions from the Propr.etaries as were ſufficient to juſtify me in making it, and 
of W would have been obligatory on them to confirm the ſame to the Adventurers; and this 
I did then, and till do, think a good Authority. 


ny As you do not proſeſs to underſtand Law, I am not ſurprized at your quoting an | 


Ab: idgment inſtead of the Caſe abridged. Viner, who is no Authority, may have 


che Words you mention for aught I know, and may be of Opinion that the King can 


n. purchaſe and hold Lands in his pr.vate Capacity, but in that he has the Misfor- 


oſt tune to differ from my Lord Coke, and other Writers of Note and Authority in the 


of WW Law. 0 


d my haughty Queſtions, are, by no Means, concluſive; I grant that no Publick Money 
nd can be raited, nor any Clauſe enacted for the Diſpoſition of it, without your Conſent, 
but is not mine equally neceſſary ? Whence is it then that I ſhould be thought more 
. ¶ obliged to you for a Voice in the Diſpoſition of Publick Money, than you are to me, 
be freeing the Obligation (if any) is reciprocal ; the Money remaining in the Peoples 
me Pockets cannot be taken from thence, til} I think a Law neceſſarv for that Purpoſe, 
al and ſhall I have leſs Power over it after it is raiſed, and in the Publick Treaſury, than 
et. I had before? The common Security of the People requires that they ſhould not be 
nd taxed but by the Voice of the whole Legiſlature, and is it not equally for their Secu- 
ere rity that the Money when raiſed ſhould not be diſpo'ed of by any leſs Authority? 
2/88 Your Claim therefore of a natural excluſive Right to the Diſpojttion of Publick Money, 


and the Uſage of this Province, and you may as well claim the excluſive Right to all 
the Powers of Government, and ſet up a Democracy at once, becaule all Power is de- 
rived from the People; and this indeed may be the true Deſign. | 
As to what you inſinuate concerning the enormous Growth of the Proprietary Eftate, 
I ſhall oppoſe plain Facts to your Preſumptions. By the original Conceſſions and A- 
greement between the late Mr. WILLIAM PENN, and the firſt Settlers, nine Tenths 
of the Land were to be granted to the Adventurers, and the remaining Tenth to be 
laid out to the Proprietary-+----but inſtead of this, the late Proprietary, out 1 = 


iy WW perſuaded unprejudiced Men will ſee it in its true Light, and be convinced it was | 
made with a good Intention, and under a proper Authority; I mentioned my Com- 


x. Your Anſwers to what you call my round Charge, and to what you aſterwards call 


becauſe it is the Peoples, is againſt Reaſon, the Nature of an Engliſb Government, 


7 


* 

. ee res ce As ee ee ed Loan am; —_— —— * * 
c - — - — — = = I, — o - 
TITANS — 7 e WE nn - 


* 
: „ 1 j 
8 
D 
. ret . a. i a A A ER r * —— — — — — 
— .. ˙ on oe rr . * 
852 — 2 JJC ²˙ —⁰⅛§j: ! . 0, 2 RN, 


2 — 
— 


— — — 


——— rs Je ER 
— — ̃ .pũ - — 5 8 — = 
Ret wir ET. Og 


— ———— . - - 


— 


— — os 
— —— 2 
1 


405 . 
Lands purchaſed of the Indians in his Time, contented himſelf with taking up but 1 prof 
very ſmall Part of what he might bave done under that Agreement; and out of the 8 uſed 
three Indian Purchaſes made by his Sons ſince his Death, in the two firſt, conſiſtin ed y 
four Million Acres of Land, they did not ſurvey upwards of Twenty-five Thouſng have 
Acres, and thoſe neither of the richeſt nor beſt ſituated ; and in the falt, which is he the 
far the largeſt of all, no Surveys have been made for their Uſe, but they gave add | the e 
Directions, that the Settlers ſhould, as they applied, take their Choice of the bel | 9247 

- Lands, and accordingly great Numbers of People are ſeated on theſe Lands, to their the! 
entire Satisfaction. As to their Manors and appropriated Tracts, it is well known give 
that they are moſtly ſettled by Perſons without Leave or Title, and that theſe pay their I Reg. 
Share of all Faxes : In ſhort, Gentlemen, if inſtead of ſetting the Proprietaries forth the“ 
as encreaſing their Eſtates, and uſing their Tenants like Vaſſals, you had repreſented my ( 
them as fol bearing witb them, and uſing no compulſory Methods for the Obtain. that 


ment even of their juſt Debts, and that for theſe and many other Inflances of their kind Acc 
'Uſage of them, the Proprietaries are entitled to the Character of good, nay of the bet that 
Landlords, you had done them no more than Juſtice, and ſaid only what is notoriou when 
to all that know their Treatment of the People in this Province. miſſc 
I can, by no Means, allow you to argue juſtly in ſaying, that the Proprietaries ought plelt. 

to ſubmit their Eftate to be taxed by Aſſeſſors choſen by the People, becauſe they ant and « 
Ffworn or ſolemnly affirmed to do equal Juſtice. When you are taxed by theſe Aſſeſſors, it Pp") R 
is by Perſons who may be conſidered as your Equals, and who are intereſted to do you i" thi 
'ewar 


Juſtice, as you in your Turns may become their Aſſeſſors. But the Proprietary Eſtate 

| and Intereſt being conſidered as ſeparate from yours, becauſe the Proprietaries are 1 Nate, 

1 ſeparate Branch of the Legiſlature, they can never in that View be taxed by any Per. 

- ſons, unleſs thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to ſave their own Eſtates by throwing an unequil 

Burden upon the Proprietaries ; and you mult know that this is the very Conſideration 

vupon which the Law in certain Caſes excepts againſt both the Judgment and Evidence 

: ok intereſted Perſons, leſt they ſhould be influenced therein, even againſt the Solemnity 
1 and Obligations, of an Oath. 7 | 05 5 

Vaoou fay, that © oll Eflates in Britain, and her Colonies, now bear, or muſt bear, f 

4 Tax to free the Proprietary Eflate from Encroachments and Incumbrance.” Unvidi. 

ous and ungrateful Inſinuation ! Is there nothing but this at Stake! Is it for a Trad 


icula; 
duccel 
umſt: 
ernm 


4 of unſettled Country, belonging to the Proprietaries of this Province, that the Eyx Thi 
of all Europe are turned upon this Continent, and ſuch mighty Preparations making yr 
| a 


both by Sea and Land? Or, Gentlemen, can you think that if the Enemy are ſuffer. 


ed to keep up Fortifications in any private Eſtate whatſoever ' within the Limits d \nd 
"this Province, you could preſerve your Eſtates, or the Eugliſb Nation preſerve its vill th 
"Dominions ? What End then can ſuch Inſinuations ſerve, but to cool the Ardot 11 
of his Majeſty's good Subjects in recovering the Country unjuſtly taken from them, 496 


as if they were contending for a Thing of no Conſequence, which is but too much the 


Opinion of many amongſt us, raiſed and confirmed, no Doubt, by your ſtrang fr“ 
} © - RE ok 5 bg | 8 | arly g 
Vou charge me with contriving all palſible Methods of Exponce to exhauſt yur N 
Fundt, and diftrefs your Affairs, and give an Inſtance of an exorbitant Demand = A 
Five Thouſand Pounds for cutting the Road for the Uſe of the Army, an Undertake has 


| "ang yau ſay Iengaged you in on a Computation of its coſiing only Eight Hundred Pounds, 
Bp How 72 10 you tumble on a Matter which, on a as. flight = corre win mult ap- 
1 pear to be without the leaſt Foundation? Your own Minutes will ſhew that you fe. 
_ "ſolved to bear the Charge of cutting two Roads, one to Wills's Creek, and the othet 
1 to the Mohongaßelo, and in one of your Meſſages to me, wherein you enumerate you 
" " meritorious Acts, you ſet this Road to the Ohio particularly forth in ſuch a Manner: 
to have it. believed, that it would prove an heavy Expence, which, nevertheleſs, yo! 
* "would not decline to bear as the King's Service required it; and now you inſinuat 
| © that had you known it would have coſt more than Eight Hundred Pounds, you would 
4 not have undertaken it, and this for no other Reaſon than to lay to my Charge a pre 
b "tended Eſtimate of which I am totally ignorant, having never ſeen nor heard of on 
| | The Sum of Eigli Hundred Pounds might have been mentioned as what it would col 
In ſome Mens private Opinion, but not upon an Eſtimate of the Commiſſioners, nor: 
uch ſent to me. To be plain, Gentlemen, it was the Reſentment and Menaces of tit 
| Officers in the Army, entruſted with that Part of the King's Service, becauſe ti 
Mork was not begun in Time (and it could not have been begen ſooner by me, # 
you would not ſooner comply with my Requeſt) it was I ſay your Dread of hay 
FT * wt, ' | ; | Pro] « 
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? 
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$ | f | 
proper Repreſentations made of your Conduct at Home, and of an armed Force being, 
uſed to oblige the Inhabitants to do this neceſſary. Work, and nothing elſe, that induc-, 
ed you to engage to,bear the Expence; and had the two Roads been cut they would. 
have coſt a very great Sum indeed, but by a Repreſentation I cauſed to be made to, 
the General, he conſented to drop the Road to Will's Creek, and inftead of extending, 
| the other to the Ohio, to order it to be opened no farther than to the Croww-foot of Ohm, 
ogainy, which latt ſaved the Clearing ot many Miles. — He likewite conſented, that 
the Road ſhould not be made ſo wide by one Third as the Quarter - Maſter General had. 
given Directions for. — Theſe were great Savings to the Province, which, added to the 
Regulations that were made in the Pi ice of Proviſions and Liquor, and in the Hire of 
the Waggons, would at any other Time have induced you to ſpeak in Commendation of 
my Care and frugal Uſe of the Publick Money, and not to charge me with a Demand 
that 1 never made, nor indeed could it have been then made by any one, becauſe the 
Accounts were not come in, and now that they are delivered to you, it does not appear 
that they will amount to the Sum of Three Thouſand Pounds, which is not extravagant, 
when you conſider the Diſtance and Expedition required in the Work. The Com- 
miſſioners, inſtead of being veproached with Extravagance, have a Right to the am- 
pleſt Acknowledgements for their expoſing their Perſons to ſuch imminent Danger, 
and carrying on the Work with ſo much Spirit, and ſo becoming a Zeal ; and tho?. 
my Recommendations may not have much Weight with you, yet as, they were engaged 
in this hazardous Work by my Intreaties, Juſtice requires they ſnould be handſomely 
ewarded for their indefatigable Attendance and generous Advance of their own. pri- 
ate Fortunes. . Greed hn | „ 7% oternda 
You have, in the Meſſage now before me, and in ſeveral others, taken great Pains 
6 infuſe into the Minds of the People, particularly the Germans, that the Government 
ave Deſigns to abridge them of their Privileges, and to reduc: them to a State of Sla- 
ery,---. This may, and will, - alienate their Affections from, his Majeſty's Goverment, 
deſtroy that' Confidence in the Crown and its Delegates, which, at this Time, is par- 
icularly neceſſary, and render ali the Foreigners among us very indifferent as to the 
Succels of the French Attempts upon this Continent, as they cannot be in worſe Cir- 
umſtances under them, than you have taught them to'expeRt from the King's Go- 
ernment. 6 . "EY VV 
This you may, with your | uſual Confidence, call Duty, Loyalty and Af- 
ection to his Majeſty, but I am convinced it will not be eſteemed ſuch by his 


NMajeſty and his Minitters, before whom all theſe Matters muſt be laid. 


: ee the innocent People of this Province may be affected thereby, Time 
vill ſhew. 9 E 5 * 4 TX WE . 3 
You are pleaſed to tell me, that I am deſtitute of Skill and Abilities for my Station, 
and bawe not the Spirit of Government in me. Gentlemen, I have never made any 
Boaſt of my Abilities, nor do I pretend to know what you mean by the Spirit of Go- ' 
ernment, But this I know, that if I had enough of the Spirit of Submiſſion, I was 
arly given to underſtand, by ſome ot your Meſſages, that you would have then pro- 
ounced me well qualified for the Adminiſtration of this Province, even without the 
Aſſiſtance of Inſtructions, or the Advice of my Council. 11180 ea Ai 
To your Spirit of Government however, or, in other Words, your Inclinations, ts 
nereaſe and render permament your own Powers, is, to be attributed all your late 
xtraordinary Proceedings, and the defenceleſs State of the Province; for the Sake 
| gratifying this, you ſeruple not to ſtir up his: Majeſty's Subjects againſt his Go- 
ernment, forgetting. all Duty to your Sovereign, and all Decency to thoſe in Autho- 
ity under him. ph | 9015-4 | ö fro 23 unk“ 
Your Anſwers do not exculpate you from my Charges againſt you for taking on jour - 
ves great and mighty Poxwers, and ſince you call upon me to particularize them, 1 
all gratify you. You have created a Paper Currency of your own, and ordered the 
olletors of Exciſe, and the Truſtees of the Loan -· Office to receive it againſt Law: 
ou pay your own Wages out of the Provincial Money, when the Law requires and 
rovides for their being paid in another Manner. Notwithſtanding it is declared by : 
aw, that no Perſons indebted on Mortgage to the Loan-Office ſhall be delinquent in 
eir Payment above a Year, and your Committees are enjoined, in the Settlement ot 
ieir Accounts, to reckon all ſuch Outſtandings as Caſh in the Truſtees Hands, yet 
is you have diſpenſed with in the Settlement of the Truſſees Accounts Year after 


"Wear, and ſuffered the Borrowers to continue in Arrear for Years, many of them for + 


ot lels than Ten. A Practice tending. to depreciate the Value of the Mpney, and 
| 555 ix ; „„ 


\ 
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£ Governor ve make no Doubt. It muſt have been fo in the Matter, and might pro. 


ſelf ; ſince, to ſhorten the Work, he has paſſed over a Number of the moſt important 


. © the Words o 


ects of England do not exerciſe this Right by their Repreſentatives in Parliament, ar 


110 APPENDIX 
eatly THjarious tothe Borrowers. And laſtly, inſtead of the Oaths ruuired by Lay | it 
556 Mk to his Majeſty by all Men in Publick Office, you have taken winks bug * 


admimiſter the Affirmation to your Clerk, and ſeveral of your own Members, tho not | tb 


of the People called alert, nor at all ſcrupulous againſt taking an Oath, which de. | fe 
Prives his Majeſty of the Security provided by Law to be given by ſuch as hold Offices W 
or at in Publick Truſts. RT e {LE ; 
Vou have often mentioned what you have done to promote the Succeſs' of his Ma. th 
jeſtys Arms under General Braddock, and for the Defence of the Province, and fay 
You bawve Letters from the late General, thanking you for your Service ; the Truth of th 
this I muſt beg Leave to queſtion, as the late General was too honeſt to ſay one Thing thi 
to you, and another to the King's Miniſters. He might acknowledge the Services of mi 
articular Men, but how you can take thoſe to yourſelves as an Aſſembly, when you Ut 
d no Hand in what was done, I am at a Loſs to know. I think it will not be doubt. 
ed, but that had you in Time opened the proper Roads, raiſed Men, and provided “ 
Carriages and neceſſary Provifions for the Troops, as this was the only Province able. Ne 
in the Senerabs dituation, to furniſn him with them, we might now have been in for 


peaceable Poſſeſſion of Fort Duqueſne. juc 


In fine, Gentlemen, I muſt remind you, that in a former Meſſage you ſaid yon were the 
a plain People that had no Joy in Diſputation. But let your Minutes be examined for I Off 
Piteen Vears paſt, not to go higher, and in them will be found more Artifice, more 1 
Time and Money ſpent in frivolous Controverſies, more unparalleled Abuſes of your Ti 
Governors, and more Undutifulneſs to the Crown, than in all the reſt of his Majeſty's ſeer 
Colonies put together, And while you continue in ſuch a Temper of Mind, I have to! 
very little Hopes of Good either for his Majeſty's Service, or for the Defence and!“ 
Protection of this unfortunate Country. | | i 18 


s 5 2 ; : | the 
The Aſſembly's R EJOI NDER, Sept. 29, 1755. 2 
May it pleaſe the GovkxN R, 5 4 


| 6 7+ Sincerity of the Governor's Regret at the unneceſſary Diſputes* which © thor 
ſubſiſt between us, the very firſt Paragraph of his Meſſage gives us ſome Room T 
to queſtion ;' fince it begins with a zezv Charge that thoſe Diſputes are of our introduc-· © q 
ing, and that we * delight to introduce them to turn the Attention of the People from and 
Things of the laſt Importance to their future Safety.” This Charge itſelf ſeem © t. 
defigned to introduce another unnecęſſary Diſpute, ſince all that are acquainted with our ¶ we: 
Diſputes know by <whor they were introduced, and who it is that delights in Diſput-ſy to a0 
ing. 8 JV LN | a 
t our Meffage of the Nineteenth of Auguſt was a very tedious' One to the 


* - 


bably be ſo in the Manner. There was too much Truth in it, and too little Flattery, 
We fuppoſe too, that the Taſk of anſwering it might be as tedious as the Meſſage it- 


Points, and all our Reaſonings upon them, without attempting an Anſwer, And we 
think he cannot juſtly complain of Want of Time to anſwer that Meſſage, fince we 
fat four Days after delivering it, adjourned for near four Weeks, and had been met 2. 

gain nine Days before we received the Anſwer, which, now we have it, we find tobe 

uch an one as might have been made in a few Hours, But had our Meſſage really 
been filled with the groſſeſt Calumny and Abuſe,” as the Governor fays it was, ve 

cannot think, with the Governor, that it would therefore have been beneath him 2 

© .a Gentleman to make any Reply to it. If we were of that Sentiment, we ſhoul! 

make none to the Meſſage we are now conſidering. We think, that what is beneath 

Gentleman is, not the Anſavering of Calumny, but the making Uſe of it. And we 

wiſh, for the Governor's Sake, that he had been of the ſame Opinion: For he migii duce 

then probably have treated us in a Manner more ſuitable to his Character as a Gen ati 

tleman, and had more Regard to the Preſervation of that Character. | « U 

The Governor denies, that our claim of the Privilege of having our Bills; a 

1 granting rm. aſſed as they are tendered without Amendments, is warranted we he 
the Charter; though it gives us all the Powers and Privilege gi 

« of an Aſſembly, according to the Rights of the Free. born Subjects of England, au partic 

5c; ag is uſual in any of the King's Plantations in America. It the Free-born SubMnor m 


— 


4 might before be prejudiced : But are at a Loſs to conceive how either the Prejudiced or 
Unprejudiced could be ** convinced” the Offer was made under a proper Aut hori- 
+ 9, when neither of the Governor's Commiſſions, not even that which he calls ye | 
al © Foundation of Property,” gave him ſuch Authority ; and he is now reduced to the 
e. Neceſſity of dropping them, and recurring to private Iaſtructians, never mentioned be- 
fore; of which none can judge till he ſhall think fit to produce them. But all may 
judge how well he has acquitted himſelf of the Imputation of attempting to impoſe on - 
re the Publick, by introducing the Commiſſion of Property as an Authority for t 
for offer; ſo we ſhall ſpare the Governor on that Head, and preſs it no farther. : 
a If the Governor had given himſelf the Trouble of looking into Viner, under the 
Title we mentioned, he might there have found the Caſe abridged referred to; We, jt 
y's i} ſeems, not being Lawyers, quoted improperly ; but He, though a Lawyer, refers ys 
ne to Lord Coke, without Page, Caſe or Volume; and to ** other Writers of Note and 
e Autbority in the Law,” without ſo much as naming their Names: So that we are 
utterly at a Loſs where to find the Law Part. of his Meſſages ; but the Politicks and 
the Calummy we can eaſily trace to their Fountain Head, though he does not vouchſaſe 
to quote it at all. The perfect Sameneſs of Sentiment, and even of Expreſſion, are 
ſolcient to ſhow, that they are all drawn from a late famous Libel, intituled, A 
Brief State of the Province of Pennſylvania: An Author, of whom, if we do not ſay, 
as the Governor ſays of Viner, that he has 20 Authority ; yet we may ſay, that his Au- 
nich thority. diminiſhes daily, the more we ſee of his Works. 3 
om The Governor is pleaſed to ſay, That the common Security of the People re- 
duc- © quires that they ſhould not be taxed but by the Voice of the whole Legiſlature ;“ 
rom and that * we might as well ſet up a Democracy at once, as claim an excluſive Right 
ems © to the Diſpoſition of Publick Money. To this we beg Leave to anſwer, that though 
our we are not ſo abſurd as to ** deſign a Democracy,” of which the Governor is pleatgd 
put · ¶ to accuſe us; yet in this Particular, all our late Attempts to raiſe Money for the 
« common Security of the People, being obſtructed and defeated by the Governor's 
the having a Voice in that Matter, would rather induce us to think, that his having ſuch a 
pro-: Voice, 15 nat beſt for their Security ; and ſuch a Conduct in a Governor, appears to us 
tery. ¶ the moſt: likely Thing in the World to make People incline to a Democracy, who 
e it-M would otherwiſe x ver have dreamt of it. | 
tant But the Governor is pleaſed to tell us, that our Claim of a natural excluſive 
d vi! Right to the Diſpoſition of Publick Money, becauſe it is the Peoples, is againſt 
e wlll © Reaſon, the Nature of an Engliſh Government, and the Uſage of this Province. 
et ai He has, however, never produced that Reaſor to us; and we ſtill think, that as every 
to be Man has, ſo every. Body of Men have a natural Right to the Diſpoſition of their own 
eall Money, by themielves or their Repreſentatives; and that the Proprietary's Claim of a 
Voice in the Diſpoſition of Money to which he will contribute no Part, is a Claim con- 
trary to Reaſon. The Wiſdom of the Crown has thought fit to allow different Conſti- 
tutions to different Colonies, ſuitable to their different Circumſtances ; and as they haye 
been long ſettled and eſtabliſhed, we apprehend that if the Governor could have Power 
to unſettle them all, and make in every one ſuch Changes as would be neceſſary to re- 
ighWduce them to a Conformity with his Idea of an Engliſb Government,” the Reform- 
ation would be productive of more Inconvenience than Advantage. The general 
« Uſage of this Province in the Diſpoſition of Publick Money, was ever what it now 
ii; and as the Province has flouriſhed with it, and no Inconvenience has attended jt, 
we hope it will ſtill continue. Particular Laws may, in a very few. Inſtances, have 
gegiven the Diſpoſition of particular Sums to the Governor, or to Commiſſioners, for 
particular Services; but a few ſuch Inſtances do not make an Uſage, and the Gover- 
vor muſt in that Point have been greatly miſinformed, 5 
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It ĩs agreed, that in the Conceſſions mentioned by the Governor, the Proprietary ”Y 
” ſerved in every Hundred Thouſand Acres Ten to himſelf ; but then (to make the Go- 
* yernor's ** plain Fact“ a little plainer) he was to have it by Lot, and not by Choice; 
the Quantity ſo reſerved was to lie but in one Place; and he was “ bound to plant or 
de man it within three Years after it was ſet out and ſurveyed;“ or elſe (by the next 
Conceſſion) it was lawful for new Comers to ſettle thereupon, and he to go higher 
ce up for his Share.” This might induce him not to take up more than he could con- 
veniently ſettle z but can give his Succeſſors no Right to pick here and there the beg 
_ vacant Pieces among the Settlements, excluding other Rights; nor to keep the Land. 
Office ſhut, as was done after the ſecond mentioned Purchaſe, til! they had garbled the 
| beſt Tracts for themſelves and Dependants, and left little beſides Rocks and barren 
Mountains for the reſt of the People. The third and laſt Purchaſe being made but the 
laſt Year, and the Land moſtly expoſed to, or, as the Governor has often informed 
us, in the Hands of the Enemy, we are ſurprized to hear that „ great Numbers of 
“ People are ſeated on it to their entire Satistaction;“ and more ſo, that the Proprie. 
taries Manors and appropriated Tracts are nasty ſettled by Perſons that pay their 

Share of all Taxes. If this be ſo, we muſt own ourſelves as much unacquainted with 

the State of his Lands, as we are with the State and Management of the Land. Office, | 

which of late, indeed, is pretty much a Myſtery. - That the Proprietaries are intiled 

to the Character of the 5% Landlords, we can by no Means preſume to ſay with the | 

Governor; ſince his Majeſty's Lands are granted without Purchaſe Money, on Half the l 

Quitrent, and the Quitrents are applied to the Support of Government and Defence of 7 

the Country: We cannot therefore but be of Opinion, that the King is a much better 1 

Landlord. i : | Dn pos n 

If the Governor would pleaſe to conſider, that it does not fall to the Share of perhap: 0 

one Man in Five Hundred to be an Aſſeſſor during his whole Lite, and that the Chance a 

of being favoured or not by a ſucceeding Aſſeſſor, as he himſelt ſhall behave in that b 

Office, is proportionably ſmall ; and that the very little which can poſſibly be ſaved in te 
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bis Part of the Tax, by unjuſtly inhancing that of the Proprietaries, is a Matter next 

to Nothing; the Governor certainly cannot have ſo ill an Opinion of Mankind, as to 

believe theſe Temptations can be ſufficient to induce a commonly honeſt Man to for. 

' ſwear himſelf ; and Aſſeſſors are ſeldom Men of the meaneſt Characters for Integrity. 

But ſurely, a Security that all the Peers in Britain think ſuſhcient with regard to the 
Equity of Taxation on their Eſtates, might be confided in by our Proprietaries ; un- 

* leſs the People here are much more depraved than we can poſſibly conceive them 

8 | | . 5 

Our Argument, that, F all the Eſtates in Britain and her Colonies now bear Bo 
' miſt beat a Tax to free the Proprietary Eftate from Encroachments, that Eftate if wu 
oug ht not to be excempted, the Governor calls “ an invidus and ungrateſul Injinuat. 2 
on] and aſks, Is there nothing but this at Stake? Is it for a Tract of unſettled Coun- | © « 
try, belonging to the Proprietaries of this Province, that the Eyes of all Europe are my 
© turned upon this Continent, and ſuch mighty Preparations making both by Sea and 
% Land? Or, Gentlemen, can vou think that if the Enemy are ſuffered to keep i bea 
4 Fortificatiops in any private Eſtate whatſoever within the Limits of this Province, | 
ce vou could preſerve your Eſtates, or the Engliſb Nation its Dominions ?-------Whafh plie 
% End then can ſuch Inſinuations ſerve, but to cool the Ardor of his Majeſty's god one 
1 Subjects in recovering the Country unjuſtly taken from them, -- as if they wer We 
s contending for a Thing of no Conſequence, which is but too much the Opinion NR 
© many amongſt us, raiſed and confirmed no Doubt by your ſtrange Conduct.“ Had 
- we afferted that the Proprietary Eſtate only was in Danger, and argued thence, thi befc 
that Eftate alone ought therefore to pay for its Recovery or Security, all this Strain i Tho: 
the Governor's Eloquence might then have been very uſt and proper: But, may it plea: Bre 


the Governor, we did think there was ſomething elſe at Stake; we thought other E. ven 
- ſtates in Danger, and therefore offered a very large Sum, as our Share of the Expene near 
in the Bill for granting Fifty Thouſand Pounds to the King's Uſe. But we thouglt Five 
the Proprietary Eſtate at leaſt as much in Danger as any other Eftate, and there andt 
- imagined it ought to pay its Proportion towards the Expence of its own Security Bu 
The Governor" it ſeems thinks otherwiſe, and becauſe other Eſtates are lileabiſe ii mate 
© Danger, the Proprietary Eftate ought to be:exempred; and unleſs we will agree tor © _ 
mille 


cover and defend that gratis, we ſhall not be permitted to raiſe Money for the Defer 
of our own E ſtates, our Neighbours, or our Sopyereign's Dominions. This is or 
pPreſent Situation, and we cannot help it;. for the Proprietary Inſtructions are, it ſeen 


9. a : 


as indlterable as the Laws of the Medes and Perfians, But let it be known tv them, 
and to all, it ic not our Inſinuation, invidious as it may ſeem to the Governor, and 
ungrateful to his Ears, that cools the Ardor of his Majeſty's good Subjects; but if 
any Thing cools that Ardor it muſt be the Fact inſinuated, the Proprietaries claiming 
that invidious and odious Diſtinction, of being exempted from the common Burdens 
of their Fellow Subjects. If there be any who think the Nation is contending for a 
Thing of no Conſequence, it muſt be thoſe who refuſe to contribute their Share, and 
not we who offer largely----- and that Opinion. in others, if ſuch an Opinion there be, 
mult be raiſed and a Wi by the Governor and Proprietaries frange Conduct, and 
not by ours. : 2 . | | 

The Governor ſays, we © lay to his Charge a pretended Eſtimate (of the Expence 
of cutting the Roads) of which he is totally ignorant, having never ſeen nor heard 
© of one.” Is it poſſible that the Governor can have forgotten it? He told us in his 
Meſſage of the Eighteenth of March, that he had “ appointed Commiſſioners to re- 
©. connoitre. the Country, mark out where ſuch Roads might moſt conveniently be 
made, and make Report to him of their Proceedings, with an Effimate of the Ex- 
© pences that would attend the Opening and Clearing them.“ On the Application of 
the Governor, in that Meſſage, the Houſe ſent up a Bil , giving Tauenty- fue Thouſand 
Pounds to the King's Uſe, wherein, among other Things, the Clearing e Roads for 
the King's Service was provided for. But, may it pleaſe the Governor, did the Com- 
miſſioners never comply with their Inſtructions, and make that Eſtimate ? Or, if t 
made it, did the Governor never lay it before the Houſe ? *Tis true we have not that 
Eſtimate now in our Poſſeſſion ; it was returned again to the Governor; but we all 
remember the Sum, and that it was Eight Hundred Pounds. If it was indeed, as the 
Governor ſays it might poſſibly be, only ſome Mens private Opinion, yet it was 


an Eflimate, and ſent to us by the Governor; whether made by the Commiſſioners, or 


by others, we have not ſaid (tho' we think it was by the Commiſſioners) nor is it ma- 
terial: However, we have remaining in the Houſe a ſubſequent Letter from one of the 
Commiſſioners, to the Secretary, dated May the Third, which ſays, © We ſent you 
a Dravght of the Road both to the Waters of the Nohiogan and to the Camp, with 
all the principal Places mark'd that occur'd to us, with the Amount of the Charges of 
laying out both, and an Efiimate of the Expence of opening and bridging the Road to 
the Lohiogani from the Tuſcarora Mountain: That to the Camp will not coft ſo much 
in Proportion to its Length, becauſe it is leſs hilly ; but we expect Amendments upon 
it, ſo as to come into the other near the Top of Sideling Hill, and avoid two Croſſings 
of Funiata, and alſo to cut off ſeveral Miles between the Devil's Hole and the Camp. 
Both Roads will leawe little of Fifteen Hundred Pounds; for it is impoſſible to tell 
what Expence unexpected Occurrences will ariſe to.” By this it appears, that an Ei-. 
mate was made by the Commiſſioners, and that the Governor either * ſaw or heard 


of it ſeems probable, ſince he ſent down this very Letter to the Houſe ; at leaſt he 


muſt have heard of the ſecond Eſtimate, contained in this Letter, that . both Roads 
would leave little of Fifteen Hundred Pounds. The Houſe however voted ſtill to 
hear the Expence of cutting both Roads, though the firſt Sum was nearly doubled, 
and the Refuſal of their Bill by the Governor would make it more difficult to be com- 
plied with. We have alſo in our Hands another Letter from the ſame Commiſſi- 
oner, dated fifteen Days after the former, wherein, after more Experience in the 
Work, he makes a third Eſtimate, judging that the. Expence of opening both 
© Roads will be little under Two Thouſand Pounds.” This Eſtimate the Governor 
muſt ſurely have * ſeen or heard of, ſince the Letter is to himſelf, and by him laid 
before us.— After all theſe Eſtimates gradually riſing from Eight Hundred to Tavo 
Thouſand Pounds, the Deſign of opening one of the Roads was dropt, the intended 


' Breath of the other was reduced one Third, its intended Length ſhortened, and e- 


ven that ſhorter Extent never compleated ; and yet though it was ſuppoſed we had paid 
near One Thouſand Pounds in Money and Proviſions, we were given to underſtand that 


' Five Thouſand Pounds more was wanted. Had we not Reaſon to he ſurpriſed at this; 


and to ſutpe& ſome Extravagance in the Management ? | | 
But the Governor is pleaſed to tell us, net only that we charged him with an Eſti- 


mate that he never ſaw, but likewiſe that we charged him with a Demand that he 


© never made.” We happen, however, to have the Original Letter from his Com- 


miſſioners, which he laid before the Houſe on the Ninth of Auguſ, wherein are theſe 


Words: * Shippenſburg, Auguſt 4, 1755. Honoured Sir, We have appointed a 
Meeting of. the Commiſſioners for the Roads leading to the Obio, at this Town To- 
, 4 70 3 y „8 0 8 : . 0 : ts. a 1 * 6 day : 
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day, in order to fall upon Meaſures.to provide Money for the Payment of the La. 
” 3 &c, employed in the Service of the Roads; and we — thought of this 
Expedient (with Submiſſion to your Honour's better Judgment) that ſome Perſon or 
4 Perſons ſhould be appointed by your Honour to bring up Money, and to be ſatisfied 
« with our Settlement of the Accounts. We cannot at preſent inform your Honour 
s of the juſt Sum of Maney that will be wanted for the above Purpoſe ; but we think 
s jt will amount to Five Thouſand Paunds, As the People are much in Want of 
Money, we ſhould be glad how ſoon the Money can be ſent, &c.*—This Letter was 
fgned by the fix Commiſſioners, and ſent down to the Houſe by the Governor; to 
_ End, unleſs that we might furniſh him with the Sum required ? Yet now he 
knaws nothing of this Demand, and is pleaſed to ſay, it could not have been then 
made by any one, becauſe the Accounts were not come in, as if a Demand in Part 
was a Thing impoſſible, before a Settlement. The Accounts however are at length 
come in, and under Examination, and it will now ſoon be ſeen, what Cauſe we ſhall 
have to commend the Governor's or the Commiſſioners Frugality: And we hope we 
ſhall not be back ward to do it Juſtice. 5 | SH 
The Governor's Judgment of our Motives to engage in this Work of opening the 
Roads, ſeems to us a very uncharitable one, but we hope to find more equitable Judg. 
ment elſewhere. We are obliged to him, however, for owning that we did engage 
in it at all. For as he is pleaſed to lay it down as a Maxim that we are very wicked 
People ; he has ſhewn in other Inſtances, -when we have done any Good, that he 
thinks it no more Injuſtice to us to deny the Fats, than now to deny the Goodneſs of 
our Motives.— He would however think himſelf ill uſed, if any Part of his Zeal in 
that Affair was aſcribed to the Menaces directed to him; or to a View of accommodat- 
ing by the new Road the Lands of the Proprietaries new Purchaſe, and by that Means 
encreaſing the Value of their Eſtate at our Expence. | 
The — is next pleaſed to tell us, © that we have taken great Pains to infuſe 
< jnto the Minds of the People, particularly the Germans, that the Government have 
* Deſigns to abridge them of their Privileges, and to reduce them to a State of Slave- 
© ry. That this may, and will alienate their Affections from his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, and deſtroy that Confidence in the Crown and its Delegates, which, at this 
Time, is particularly neceſſary, and render all the Foreigners among us very indif. 
© ferent as to the Succels of the French Attempts upon this Continent, as they cannot 


_ © be in worſe Circumſtances-under them, than we have taught them to expect from the 


King's Government.“ And alittle lower he tells us, © that we ſeruple not to tir 
„up his Majeſty's Subjects againſt his Government, forgetting all Duty to our 
Sovereign, and all Decency to thoſe in Authority under him.“ Theſe are very heavy 
Charges indeed! But can the Governor poſſibly expect that any body will believe 
them? Can he even believe them himſelf ? — We can indeed als ſay it with Confi- 
dence, and the Governor may, if he pleaſes, call it * our uſual Confidence, that 
there is not a more dutiful, loyal and affectionate People iq any Prince on Earth, than 
are the People, not only of this Colony, but of all the other Britiſh Colonies in Ame- 
rica, to the of Kings, his preſent Majeſty; and we cannot therefore forbear to 
ſay, that this Charge is à virulent Calumny, deſtitute of all Truth and Probability. 
But what muſt we do to pleaſe this kind Governor, who takes ſo much Pains to render 
us obnoxious to our Sovereign, and odious to our Fellow Subjects? Muſt we bear ſi- 


lently all theſe Abuſes ? Tis too hard. But if we deny his Accuſations, and prove 
them ſalſe, this he calls, * 'forgetting all Decency to our Governor;' and if we com- 
plain of his Treatment, that is, * ſtirring up his Majeſty's Subjects againſt his 


Government.“ No, may it pleaſe the Governor, we make a wide Diſtindtion be- 


tween the King's Government, and the Governor's Conduct; and we have Reaſon, 
Every Deputy Governor is not the Prince, and ſome are very indifferent Repreſentatives 
of him. Every Diſlike of a Governor's Behaviour is not a Diſlike of Government; 
mor every Cenſure of a Governor, Diſaffaction to the King. And indeed the more a 
People love their Prince and admire his Virtues, the leſs they muſt eſteem a Governor 


who acts unlike him. 


That there is a Deſign in the Proprietaries and Governor, to abridge the people here 
»-of their Privileges, is no Secret. The Proprietaries have avowed it in their Letter to 


* 


te Houſe, dated Loudon, March 2, 1741; The Doctrine that it is neceſſary, is pub- 
-lickly taught in their:Brief State; and the Governor himſelf has told us, that we have 
more than is ſuitable for a dependent Colony, It is theſe Proceedings that give Jea- 
louſy to the People, but do not however alienate their Affections from bis Majeſty's 


SBovern⸗ 


« diſp 
ſembli, 
ries OL 
Hence 
Aﬀeſſe 
done 11 
mg Co 
need n 


other C 
ly Pay 


ouſe 


for the 


proper} 


yernme 
overr, 
ruſtee 
a's, ar 
ere Ex 


Goverttnent, though they may from the Proprieteries. Their © Confidence in the 
Crown ;6 a5 grent _ 3 but when the Delegates of Power are continually abuf- 
ing and calumniating the People, it is no wonder if they loſe all «© Confidenee” in 
Pelegitons.. > an dh porches oe] DOA ey A ORR 
m_—_ a can think himſelf at Liberty to tell us, That ve ſkir up his Ma- 
c jeſty's Subjects againſt his Majeſty's Government, forgetting all Duty to ou? 
Sovereign; and yet if we only tell him, that the Difficulties he meets with, are not 


owing to thoſe Cauſes, which indeed have no Exiſtence, but to his own Want of Skill 


and Abilities for his Station, he takes it extreamly amiſs, and fays, © we forget all 
« Decency to thoſe in Authority.” We are apt to think there is likewiſe fome Detency 
due to the Aſſembly, as a Part of the Government, and though we have not, like the 
Governor, had a Courtly Education, but are plain Men, and muſt be very imperſett 
in our Politeneſs, yet we think we have no Chance of improving by his Example: 
skill and Abilities to govern, we apprehend fall to the Share of few; they may pof- 
ibly be acquired by Study and Practice, but are not infuſed into a Man with his Com- 
miſſion 3 he may without them be a wiſe and able Man in other Affairs, and 2 44 
good and honeſt Man in general. But thoſe who ſtir up his Majeſty's Subj 


© againſt his Government, and forget all Duty to their Sovereign, as the Governor 


ſays we do, muſt be Traitors and Rebels, a Character that includes the higheſt Fol) 
Leith the greateſt Wickedneſs. The World will judge which of theſe Charges is mo 
dxent, as well as moſt true, and we ſhall leave it to their Judgment, | 
The Governor is pleafed to repeat the Charge of our “ taking upon us great and 
( mighty Poauers, and to ſay, Siuce you call upon me to particularize them, I Ball 
WY gratify vou. - We apprehend it is rather to gratify himſeff; for left theſe Particu- 
; WW lars ſhould ſeem to be brought in improperly, the Governor ſays, we call upon him for 
them. We cannot find any ſuch Call in our Meſſage ; but if there were, it was! 
- WW very unneceſſary One; for the Governor has fo accuſtomed us to find fome of th 


* 


Charges in almoſt every Meſſage, and fo delights in, renewing them, after repeated 


Refutations, that we might have expected them as Matters of Courſe. You have cre- 
ad a Paper Currency of your own, &c, This ſtale Charge was fully refuted in our 
; MW Meſſage of the Seventeenth of May laſt, and now repeated without taking the leaſt 
Notice of that Refutation. You pay _ op Wages out of the Provincial Money, euhen 

the Law requires and provides for their being paid in another Manner. This hp 

is premature, as we have not yet paid ourſelves any Wages out of any Money. We 


t 

R bat 
ate the Governor, indeed, Five Hundred Pounds out of this Provincial Money, the” 
tube Law requires and provides for his being ſupported by Licences of Publick Houſes, 
/ 
e 


Fees, &c. but that he might be ſure of being right, he took both. The plain St: 

of the Matter is this: By the County Levy Act, the Commiffioners and Afﬀeffors 
rte directed ** to adjuſt and ſettle the Sum and Sums of Money which ought or Nx- 
t CESSITY to be raiſed yearly, to pay for e Service in General Aſſem- 

« bly, and to defray the Charges of building and Repairmg of Court. Houſes, Priſons, 
. Work-houſes, Bridges and Cauſeways, and for deſtroying of Wolyes, Fc. and ti 
o lay a Tax for theſe Purpoſes,” -----But other Acts of Aﬀembly having directe 


„ chat the Provincial Money, ariſing from the Loan-Office and Excife, ** hall be 


r“ diſpoſed of as the Aſſembly of this Province ſhall direct and appoint,” former Af 
- {fmblies have, for many Years paſt, paid Provincial Charges, and the Publick Salas 
e Iries out of that Provincial Money, and among others, their own ſmall Wagts, 

Hence it happened, that the Wages being otherways paid, the Commiſſlopers and 
Aſſeſſors found no Necefiity of raiſing a Tax for that Purpoſe, and therefore have not 
done. it, being no more obliged to bo it without ſuch Nece/ity, than to tax fot build- 


need rio Repairs; or to pay for Wolves Heads when none are killed. . As to the 
other Charge of not keeping the Borrowers in the Loan-Office ſtrictly up to their yeat- 
y Payments as the Law required, we beg Leave to ſay, that we cannqt think this 
or Mouſe is ſtrictly accountable for all the Faults of their, any more than the Governot 
lor the Faults of his, Predeceſſors; nor that every Forbearing to execute a Law is 
properly called diſpenſing with Law. If it were, the Executive Power in mot Gos 
ernments is greatly chargeable with the ſame Offence. For our Parts, whom the 
overnor is pleaſed to load with this Charge, we did in May laſt expreſly order the 
ruſtees to uſe the utmoſt of their Care and Diligence to colle& the outſtanding Quo- 
a's, and, to quicken them, drew Orders on them nearly for the Amount; butasn fe- 
ere Execution of that Law would in ſome Caſes have been extremely injurious, as the 
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mg Court- houſes when they have them already built, or to repair them when they 
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Evil had been almoſt imperceptibly growing, and gradually ſtole upon the Aﬀemblic 


in a long Courſe of Years; and as a ſudden Sale of all delinquent Eſtates to recover Ge 
their reſpeCtive Quotas, would have been the Ruin of many; and no Depreciation of in 


_ . the Money or other conſiderable Inconvenience has followed the Forbearance, we con. Ge 


ceive that former Truſtees and Aſſemblies, who gained nothing to themſelves by this Ml wh 


| Indulgence of the People, tho' not free from Blame, 'deſerve a leſs ſevere Cenſure than and 


the Governor is diſpoſed to beſtow upon them. The Charge perhaps amounts to little his 
more than this, that they did not exact from the People the Payments that by Law 2 
they ought to have exacted; which the Governor calls diſpenſing auitb a Law : They . 
are not, however, chargeable with Exacting Money. from the People which by Lax 6 th 


- they had 20 Rigbt to exact, as we apprehend the Governor does, in the Fees for Mar. m 


ziage Licences, by which many Thouſand Pounds have been drawn from the Inhabitants ne 
of this Province. If this be not diſpenſing with Law, tis making Law, and we pre. R 
ſume the Governor alone has no more Right to do the one, than the Aſſembly alone the Fe 
other. -The laſt of this String of Charges, that we have taken upon us to admi- an 
4 niſter the Affirmation to our Clerk, and ſeveral of our Members not Qualer is a his! 
total Miftake in Point of Fact. As an Aſſembly we diſclaim any Right of adminiſtring th. 
either an Affirmation or an Oath; and have never adminiſtered an Oath or Affirina⸗ 6 wh 
tion to our Clerk, or any Member; but whenever an Oath or Affirmation is admi. . Sp 
niftred in the Hcute,. it is done by a Juſtice of the Peace. And our Members are al. of 1 


The Governor is pleaſed to ſay, © we have often mentioned what we have done to Wiays, 


promote the Succeſs of his Majefty's Arms under General Braddock.” We own that dit 


we have oſten mentioned this, but we have been forced to it by the Governor's aſſerting ay 
as often in bis Meſſages, contrary to known Fact, that we had done nothing, and wwoul} {Went 1 
do nothing of that Kind. But ut ſeems ab take. to ourſelves the Services of particular WM it 
Men, in which, the Governor ſays, we had no Hand; and adds, that had we in hea 
© Time opened the proper Roads, raiſed Men, and provided Carriages, and:neceſſary no\ 
© Proviſions for the Troops, we might now have been in peaceable Poſſeſſion of ' Fort Sul 
Dugucſue. We heg Leave to aſk the Governor, Has the Body no Share in what is Th 
done by its Members? Has the Houſe no Hand in what is done by its Committees fire 
Has it no Hand in what is done by Virtue. of its own Reſolves and Orders? Did we ple. 
not, many Weeks before the Troops arrived, vote Five Thouſand Pounds for purchaſing Nays, 
freſh Victuals, and other Neceſſaries for their Ute ? Did we not even borrow. Money the 
on our own Credit to purchaſe thoſe Proviſions when the Governor had rejected our N aP 
Bill? Will the Governor deny this, when he himſelf once charged it upon us as a led: 
Crime? Were not the Proviſions actually purchaied by our Committee, the full Quan- the 
tity required by the Commiſſary, and carried by Land to Virginia at our Expence, even WF eve: 
before they were wanted? Did the Army ever want Proviſions, till they had abandon- Ger 
ed or deſtroyed them? Are there not even now ſome Scores of Tons of it lying at Ne ha 


Fort Cumberland aud Conegochieg ? Did tlie Governor ever mention the Opening of oles, 


Roads to us beſore the Eighteenth of March, though the Requiſition was made to him roun 
by the Quarter Maſter General in January? Did we not in a few Days after ſend him WM and 
up a Bill to provide for the Expence, which he refuſed ? Did not the Governor proceed BY we! 
nevertheleſs to appoint Commiſſioners, and engage Labourers for opening the Road, WM and 
whom we afterwards agreed to pay out of the Money we happened to have in our ¶ our ( 
Power? Did the Work ever ſtop a Moment through any Default of ours? Was the iffere 


Road ever intended for the March of the Troops to the Obio? Was it not merely to Wmpre: 

den à Communication with this Province, for the more convenient ſupplying them nd w, 
with Proviſions when they ſhould-be arrived there? Did they wait in the leaſt for this W haz 

| Road? Had they not as many Men as they wanted, and many from this Province? Bee, — 
Were they not more numerous than the Enemy they went to oppoſe, even after the Ge- The 
neral had left near Half his Army fifty Miles behind him? Were not all the Carriages WW Fifte 
they demanded, being One Hundred and Fifty, engaged, equipt, and ſent forward WM led / 
in a few Days after the Demand, and all at Wills's Creek-many Days before the Army of h. 
Was ready to march ? With what Face then, of Probability, can the Governor un. ands, 
dertake to ſay, That had we in Time opened the proper Roads, raiſed Men, and Hnduti 
provided Carriages, and neceſſary Proviſions for the Troops, we might now have No ma 

© been in peaceable Poſſeſſion of Fort Dugueſne 7” ak Sans 46k ee 2210 g tha 
The Governor is pleaſed to doubt our having ſuch Letters as we mentioned; we au me x, 
therefore, in our own Vindication, under a Neceſſity of quoting to him ſome Parts Bc. © 
them z. and will ſhew him the Originals whenever he ſhall pleaſe to require 5 whe r had 


: : 


N 
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General's Secretary, in his Letter of the Tenth of May to one of our Members (who⸗ 
in Purſuance of a Reſolve of the Houſe for the Service of the Army, waited on the 
General at Frederic, and there occafionally undertook the furniſhing of Waggons, 
which he performed with the Aſſiſtance of ſome other Members of the Committees 
and for that, and other Services to the Troops, received the Thanks of the Houſe at 
his Return) ſays, * You have done us great Service in the Execution of the Buſineſs 
« you have kindly undertaken ; and indeed without it, I don't ſee how the Service 
could have been carried on, as the Expectations from Maryland have come to no- 
« thing.” And again, in his Letter of May the Fourteenth, The General orders 
me to acquaint you that he is greatly obliged to you, for the great Care and Readi- 
« nels with which you have executed the Buſineſs you undertook for him. At your 
« Requeſt he will with Pleaſure diſcharge the Servants that may have inliſted in the 
Forces under his Command, or any others for whom you may deſire a Diſcharge ; 
and defires that you would for that Purpoſe ſend him their Names.“ And again, in 
his Letter of May the Twentieth, © I have only Time to thank you once more, in 
the Name of the General and every body concerned, for the Service you have done; 
WH which has been conducted throughout with the greateſt Prudence and moſt generous 

Spirit for the Publick Service.“ The General's own Letter, dated the Twenty- ninth 

of May, mentions and acknowledges the Proviſions given by the Pennſylvanian 
« {ſembly' [though the Governor will allow us to have had © no Hand” in it] and 
ſays, * Your Regard for his Majeſty's Service, and Aſſitiance to the preſent Expe- 
dition, deſerve my ſincereſt Thanks, @c.— Colonel Dunbar writes, in his Letter of 
ay the Thirteenth, concerning the Preſent of Refreſhments, and Carriage Horſes | 
ſent up for the Subalterns, I am deſired by all the Gentlemen, whom the Com- 
© 2uttee have been ſo good as to think of in ſo genteel a Manner, to return them their 
hearty Thanks,” And again, on the Twenty-firſt of May, * Your kind Preſent is 
now all arrived, and ſhall be equally divided To-morrow between Sir Peter Halket's 
Subalterns and mine, which I apprehend will be agreeable to the Commztzee's Intent. 
This I have made known to the Officers of both Regiments, who unanimoully de- 
> MW fice me to return their generous Benefactors their moſt hearty Thanks, to which be 
e EF pleaſed to add mine, &c. and Sir Peter Halket, in his of the Twenty-third of May, 
1s ys, The Officers of my Regiment are moſt ſenſible of the Favours conferred on 
y WF the Subalterns by your Aſſembly, who have made them ſo well timed and fo handſome 
ir a Preſent. At their Requeſt and Deſire I return heir Thanks, and to the Acknow- 
a ledgments of the Officers, beg Leave to add mine, which you, I hope, will do me 
the Favour for the whole to offer 0 the Aſſembly, and to aſſure them that we ſhall on 
every Occaſion do them the Juſtice due tor ſo ſeaſonable and well judged an Act of 
Generoſity. There are more of the ſame Kind, but theſe may ſuffice to ſhew, that 
We had © fome Hand in what was done, and that we did not, as the Governor ſup- 
doſes, deviate from the Truth, when, in our juſt and neceſſary Vindication againſt his 
roundleſs, cruel, and repeated Charge, that we had refuſed the proper, neceſſary 
and timely Aſſiſtance to an Army ſent to protect the Colonies, we alledged © that 
we had ſupplied that Army plentifully with all they aſked of us, and more than all, 
and had Letters from the late General, and other principal Officers, acknowledging 
our Care, and thanking us cordially for our Services. — If the General ever wrote 
ifferently of us to the King's Miniſters, it muſt have been while he was under the firſt 
mpreffions given him by the Governor to our Diſadvantage, and before he knew us 
nd we think with the Governor, that if he had lived, he was too honeſt a Man not 
d have retrafted thoſe miftaken Accounts of us, and done us ample Juſ- 


ce. — — 


r 


re 
> — << 


The Governor concludes with telling us, that * if our Minutes be examined ſor 
ger Fifteen Years paſt, in them will be found more frivolous Controverſies, unparallel- 
led Abuſes of Governors, and more Undutifulneſs to the Crown, than in all the reſt 


my I of his Majeſty's Colonies put together.” The Minutes are printed, and in many 
= ands, who may judge on examining them whether any Abuſes of Governors and 


Indutifulneſs to the Crown are to be found in them. Controverſies, indeed, there are 
o many; but as our Aſſemblies are yearly changing, while our Preprietaries, dur- 
g that Term, have remained the ſame, and have probably given their Governors the 
me Inſtructions, we mult leave others to gueſs from what Root it is moſt likely that 
ole Controverſies ſhould continually ſpring. As to frivolous Controverſies, we ne- 
r had fo many of them as ſince our 1 * Governor's Adminiſtration, and all raiſed 


FEE Governor, in his Meſſage of the Thirteenth of Auguſt laft, aſſerts, * Tha Ml anc 


Right in denying it.“ 


2 3 


* ; 
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g by himſelf; and we may venture to ſay, that during that one Vear, ſcarce yet expir. 


ed, there have been more * unparallelled Abuſes' of this People, and their Repre. L 
ee in Aſſembly, than in all the Years put together, ſince the Settlement of th, it 
rovince, _. | | I IN | 
We are now to take our Leave of the Governor; and indeed, fince he hopes no if le 
Good from us, nor we from him, 'tis Time we ſhould be parted. If our Conftity. Ml ® 
ents diſapprove our Conduct, a few Days will give them an Opportunity of changing Wl 
us by a new Election; and could the Governor be as ſoon and as eaſily changed, Pery. o 


Htvania would, we apprehend, deſerve much leis the Character he gives it, of an us. n 
Jortunate Country. 553 Ch, | 4 
Extract from the Vo ESF ASSEMBLY, Sept. 29, 1755. b, 


The Speaker read to the Houſe a Paper containing ſome Authorities relating to the | Cc 
Rights of the Commons of Great-Britain over Money Bills, and in Support of the 
Bill paſſed by this Houle for granting Fifty Thouſand Pounds to the King's Uſe, ſo fat Su 
as the ſaid Bill relates to the Taxing the Proprietaries Eſtate within this Province. - of 
And the Speaker being requeſted by the Houſe to let the ſame be entered up Su 
the Minutes, conſented thereto ; and it accordingly follows in theſe Words, wiz, 


as our Proprietaries (being hereditary Governors of this Province) have no Vets Ho 

in chuſing Repreſentatives in the Aſſembly, therefore it is not conſiſtent with the Britih chi. 

Conſtitution that their Eſtates here ſhould be liable to pay Taxes,” And in Anſwer u W 

the Privilege we claim, of having our Bills granting Supplies paſſed as they are ten. anc 

dered, without Alterations, the Governor in his Meſſage of the Twenty-fourth In-. 

ſtant ſays, that this Claim is not warranted by Charter; to which the Houſe very jut. the 
ly replied on the Twenty-ninth, that the Charter gives us all the Powers and Pt. 

'vileges of an Aſſembly, according to the Rights of the Free- born Subjects of England Ml ſuff 
and as is uſual in any of the King's Plantations in America. If the Free born Subjetts Ml te 

of England do not exerciſe this Right, and it is not uſual in any of the King's Planta- Pri 
tions in America, then we are in the Wrong to claim it, and the Governor is in the thet 


The Governor in the Beginning of his Adminiſtration has ſolemnly promiſed, mer 
© that he would upon all Occafions be ſtudious to protect the People committed to hi Aid 
Charge in all their civil and religious Privileges.” So far then, as theſe Privileges bes 
long to the People and their Repreſentatives, from known Facts and unexceptionabl: 
Authorities, ſo far the Governor muſt have failed of his Promiſe in the Protection ve 
have a Right to from the Duty of his Station, and our Charters, and the Laws of this !''!* 


Province. | 
Lori 


The Practice of the other Plantations in America, and partietflarly very late Inſtances 


of his Majeſty's Colony of Nezv-York, on Money Bills, are againſt the Governor: #0" 
but I ſhall chuſe to contine myſelf to the Rights of the Houſe of Commons, to which 7 
we are entitled by our Provincial Charter, confirmed by a Law paſſed in the four mon 
Year of the late Queen Ax NE, for aſcertaining the Number of Members of Afem-h mon 
bly, Sc. which enacts, in the Words of the Charter, That the Repreſentative 8 * 
choſen and met according to the Directions of that Act, ſhall have Power to chuſe a "<P"? 
Speaker, and other their Officers; and ſhall be Judges of the Qualifications and E. fups 
lections of their own Members, fit upon their own Adjournments, appoint Com Hou 
mittees, prepare Bills in order to paſs into Laws, impeach Criminals, and redrek whic 
Grievances ; and ſhall have all other Powers and Privileges of Aſſembly according ta this 
the Rights of the Free- born Subjects of England, and as is uſual in any of the Queen' and 
1 . Plantations in America,” The Houſe of Commons then do claim lo gr 
Ch, Com. by the Law and Uſage of Parliament, the Right of determining Clau 
Deb. Vol. III. their own Elections, and conſequently, and neceſfarily, the Right 0¹ 
Page 311, &c. of the Electors to vote; and in virtue of this Right it appears b the J 
1 . the Journal of the Houſe of Commons, Vol. XIII. Page 326, that their 
Jour, H. Com. no Peer of the Realm hath any Right to give his Vote in the EleQiaf = A 
Vol. XIII. of any Member to ſerve in Parliament. The ſame was again unani- rated 
Page 684. moully reſolved in the Beginning of the ſixth and laſt Parliament 50 
: Ling WILLIAM III. with an additional Reſolve, - + That for at 5 | 


* = 


NS as 
* 


1 


P. Lord of Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any County to concern themſelves 
Pre. ja the Elections of Members to ſerve for the Commons in Parlia- 5 
the ment, the ſame is a high Infringement of the Liberties and Privi- Id, Vol, XIV. 
leges of the Commons of England. The ſame unanimous Refolves Page 4. | 
8 appear in the firſt Pa liameni of Queen ANNE, and in the Begin- 
' ning of every Parliament to the Ninth of King GEORGE, where Ch. Com, 
zu our Journals end. And it is a ſtanding Order of the Houſe of Com- Deb. Vol. III. 
as! mons, ©** That no Peer hath a Vote in the Election of a Commo- Page 330. - 
4 i ner: Nevertheleſs the Commons aſſert, “ That the Grant of all Jour. H. Com, 
Aids to the King is by the Commons, and that the Terms, Cundi- Vol. IX. 
tions, Limitations and Qualifications of ſuch Grants have been made Page 420. 
. by the Commons only.” And upon a particular Order to a Com- 
mittee 30 CAR. II. that they ſhould prepare and draw up a State of the Right of the 
Commons in granting of Money, and how thoſe Rights might be aſſerted: The 


th 

5 Houle of Commons, upon their Report, retolve * that all Aids and | 
far Supplies, and Aids to his Majeſty in Parliament, are the ſole Gift Jour. H. Com, 
of the Commons; and all Bills for the granting any ſuch Aids and Vol. IX. 

pon Supplies, ought to begin with the Commons; and that it is the un- Page 509. 


doubted and ſole Right of the Commons, to direct, limit and ap- 

point in ſuch Bills, the Ends, Purpoſes, Conſiderations, Conditions, Limitations 

bat and Qualifications of ſuch Grants, which onght not to be changed or altered by the 

Houle of Lords,” The Houſe of Commons have been always extreamly careful of 

6 this valuable Right, as upon the Bill for an additional Duty on Coffee, &c, 1it of 
WILLIAM and MaRyY;; and the Bill for the Sale of the torteited Eſtates in Ireland, 

and indeed uj on all Occaſions upon Money Bells. 55 

In. Upon the Bill for appointing Commiſſioners to examine and ſtate Ch. Com. 

ut. the Publick Accounts, * the Houſe of Commons were fully ſenſi⸗ Deb. & Jour. 

>, ble, and thought the Bill ſo uſeful at that Time, as could not be H. Com. Vol. 

ſufficiently expreſſed ; yet nothing could be of greater Importance XIV. Page 

20; te the Publick than the Maintaining the juſt and diſtinct Rights and 198. 

Privileges which each Eſtate of the Kingdom enjoyed according to Sh” 

the MW their Conſtitution ; that the Lords had many high Privileges to recommend their 
Lordſhips to the Favour of their Prince, and to ſupport their Figare in the Govern- 

ea, WF ment, but the Commons had little beſides that One of giving Money and granting 

highs Aids, which was their undoubted ard inherent Right, and therefore every Thing 


be. that intrenched upon hat the Commons might be allowed to be extreamiy jea- 


lous of. 3 | 

gy As it would be dangerous to proceed in the Subject now before us without Autho- 
tha rities, I ſhall add the Continuation 6f Rains Hiſtory / England, by Tindal, Vol. 
III. Page 231. and the Record relating to the ſame Controverſy between the Houſe of 
Lords and Commons, as it lies upon the Journals of the Commons, in the fourth Sei- 
hon of Ring WILLIAaM's ſecond Pailiament, DEE 

Tindal iays, That the Lords added a Clauſe to the Money Bill ſent up by the Com- 
mons, by which they taxed themſelves. That Claute was diſagreed to by the Com- 
mons, Nemine Contradicente, as an Encroachment on their Righs in the Article of 


repretented, ** That the Commons had diiagreed to the Clauſe added by their Lord- 
flups to the Money Bill, as being a notorious Encroachment upon the Rights of the 


which their Anceſtors had been fo jealous of ; that they thought it a Diminution of 
this their fundamental Privilege to give their Lordſhips any Reaton for ſupporting it; 
and their Lordſhips, after a long Dehate, reſolved to recede from the ſaid Clauſe by 
im e great a Majority, that the Houle did not divide upon it----and ſo dropped the 
f Clauſe, 75 | 
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giving Money, and ſent to the Lords to defire a Conference thereupon ; to whom they 


Houle of Commons to order ard ſettle all Matters relating, to the Giving of Money, 


On the Journals of the Houſe of Commons it appears, „ That Vol. X. Page 


the Lords had agreed to the Bill, intituled, Au Ad for granting to 780. 
their Majeflies an Aid of Four Shillings in the Pound, &c with 


an Amendment. Provided, nevertheleſs, that all and everv the Peers that are to be : 2 
WW rated by Virtue of this Act, for their Othces or perſonal Eftate, ſhall be rated by 
Tomas Earl of Pembroke, Lord Privy Seal, George Marquis 1 Halliſax, William, 


Earl of Devon, Loid Steward of the Houſhold, Charles, Earl of Sbrenaſbury, Cc. &c. 
or any five of them, and not otherwiſe ; and ſhall not be ſubjected tothe Impriſon- 


by o 
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4 RED ES 
ment of his or their Perſons, any Thing in this Act contained to the contrary notwich. 
- ftanding.. Provided alſo, and it is hereby declared, that the ſeveral Rates and Taxes 
to which the Lords and Peers of this Realm ſhall be liable, by Virtue of this Ad, 
ſhall be received by a Collector to be nominated by the Peers; which ſaid Colledtor 
ſhall cauſe the fame to be paid into his Majeſty's Receipt of Exchequer, on or before 
the Twenty-fifth Day of March, 1693. And the Queſtion being put, that the 
Houſe do agree with the Lords in the ſaid Amendment? It paſſed in the Negative. 
----- And by Order of the Houſe, Sir Thomas Clarges reported the Reaſons to be of. 
fered at a Conference with the Lords, That the Right of granting Supplies to the 
Crown is in the Commons alone as an effential Part of their Conſtitution, and the 
Limitation of all ſuch Grants, as to the Matter, Manner, Meaſure and Time, is 
only in them, which is ſo well known to be fundamentally ſettled in them, that to 
give Reaſons for it, has been efteemed by our Anceſtors to be a weakening of that 
Right, and the Clauſe ſent down by their Lordſhips was a manifeſt Violation there. 


of:“ And an Amendment being propoſed to leave out“ Violation, and inſert | 


« I:waſon” inſtead thereof, the ſame was, upon the Queſtion put thereupon, agreed 
unto by the Houſe. = | 

6 And after ſeveral Conferences Mr. Attorney. General reported, 
3 BY 4% That their Lordſhips did not inſiſt upon their Proviſoes“ - 
* | From theſe Records and Authorities, as well as known Facts, 
I apprehend it clearly appears, that the Lords do not vote in the Election of a Com- 
moner to ſerve in Parliament, ner intermeddle therein. And that 
See Bp. Vor- the Houſe of Commons have a Right in Money Bills, that they are 
ceſter's Caſe. to be aſſented to or rejected by the Lords without Alterations or 
Jour. H. Com. Amendments, Iwill now add ſuch other Acts and Authorities as may 
vol. XIV. further ſhew, that the King's Fee Farm Rents, the Palaces of Si. 
Page 37. et Fames's, Whitehall, Somerſet-houſe, &c. and the Regalities of Wales 
alibi. and Cheſter, and even the Civil Liſt Revenue, are, and have been 
2 occaſionally ſubjected to be charged by Acts of Parliament for the 

Publick Uſes. 


It is well known, that before the Revolution the whole ſtanding Income of the 
State was in the Power and Diſpoſal of the Crown; and was cal- 


Tind, Cont. led the Revenue of the Crown; there was then no Diſtinction of 


Rap. what was to be allotted to the King's Uſe, and what for the Ser- 
| vice of the Publick, by which Means the King might reſerve what 
Part he thought fit for his own Deſigns, and employ no more than he gyleaſed for the 


The Editor takes the Liberty of adding in this Note the foll: g Authorities. 

The Commons in 17c having tack'd or conſolidated the Land- Tax and Iriſli - Forfeiture 
Bills, and the Lords having return'd the ſame with certain Amendments, the Commons re- 
jected the ſaid Amendments for the following Reaſons, viz. * For that all Aids and Supplies 
granted to his Majeſty in Parliament, are the ſole and entire Gift of the Commons; and as 
4 a1] Bills for the granting ſuch Aids and Supplies begin with the Commons, fo it is the un- 
« doubted and ſole Right of the Commons to direct, limit and appoint, in fuch Bills, the Ends 
and Purpoſes, Conſiderations, Limitations, and Qualifications of ſuch Grants; which ought 
not to be chang'd or alter'd by your Lordſhips. This is well known to be ſach a Funda- 
2 mental Right of the Commons, That to give Reaſons for it has been eſteem'd by our Anceſ- 

ce tors to be a weakening of that Right, &c, And tho” the Lords at a farther Conference 
Krenuouſly contended for their ſaid Amendments, in Oppoſition to theſe Reaſons ; the Com- 


a a 
a * 


mons adher'd, and left the Bill with their Lordſhips, to adopt in the Groſs, or reje& as they 


- thought fit, After which the Reader need not be told what was the Iſſue. 5 
Extract from the Report of a free Conference bet cueen the two Houſes, Feb, 13, 1702 - 3. 

4 That the Antient Manner of giving Aids was by Indenture, to which Conditions were 
< ſometimes annex'd ; the Lords only gave their Conſent, without making any Alteration: 
« Ant this was the continued Practice, until the latter End of Henry the Fifth, and, in ſome 
© Inſtances, until Henry the Seventh, That in the famous Record, call'd the Indempnity of 
£ the Lords and Commons, ſettled by the King, Lords and Commons, on a moſt ſolemn 


« Debate in 9 Henry IV. it is declared, That all Grants and Aids are made by the Commons, - 


ce and only aſſented to by the Lords, That the modern Practice is, to omit the Lords out of the 
4 Cranting, and name them Parties only to the Enacting Clauſe of Aids granted to the Crown; 
„ to which their Lordſhips have always concurred, and on Conferences departed from their 
& Attempts: of petty Alterations in Acts relating thereunto. That if then all Aids be by the 
«© Grant of the Commorts, it follows that the Limitation, Diſpoſition, and Manner of Ac- 


« count, muſt Jikewiſe belong only to them.“ 7 
X _ | 5 ur- 


* 
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| applications of the Publick Money, to allot a ſeparate Income for the Maintenance 
of the King's Houſhold, and the Support of his Dignity, which is now called the Ci- 


or any of them, which do now belong to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succefſors, Sc. 


whatſoever granted or to be granted to the Crown by Parliament, to or for any Pub- 


Poſſeſſions and Premiſes, ſo to be granted as aforefaid unto him the ſaid Prince, and 


mate we ſee the Royal Family, for what they -received out of the Civil Lift, were 


Purpoſes of the Nation: Accordingly it was found, after the Reſtoration, the Pub- 


lick Revenue had been conſtantly embezzled, and immenſe Sams very often funk 


without heing applied to the Uſes for which they were granted; it was therefore wiſe- _ og 


jy concerted, after the Revolution, for. the Security of the Nation from perpetual Miſ- 


the Parliament. | | 
It was not till the Ninth and Tenth of WILLIAM III. that the Civil Liſt was ſet- 
tled upon the King for Life, though he had earneſtly deſired it; and had ſubjected 
that Revenue to be charged to the Uſes of the War. And on the Opening of the third 
Seſſions of the third Parliament, when they did ſettle it upon him during his Maje- 
fly's Life, the King tells them, “ That the Revenues of the Crown had been fo an- 
ticipated by his Conſent for Publick Ules, that he was wholly deſtitute of Means to 
ſupport the Civil Liſt:“ Nevertheleſs, by an Act of the Twelfth and Thirteenth 
WILLIAM III. Three Thouſand Seven Hundred Pounds a Week (as the Neceſſity of 
the Publick Affairs required it) was taken out of that Revenue ** to be applied and 
diſpoſed of to and for the Publick Uſes during his Majeſty's Life,” By an Act 
granting an Aid to her Majeſty by a Land Tax, paſſed in the firſt Year of the 
Reign of Queen ANNE, for carrying on the War againſt France, the _ | 
Receivers of the chief Rents of her Majeſty, and of the Queen Dowa- Ch. 1. C 23. 
ger, and the Receivers of any Perſons claiming under the Crown | / 
were enjoined under ſevere Penalties to deduct their Taxes of Four Shillings in the 
Pound out of the ſaid Rents, and in like Manner the Fee Farm Rents of the Crown, 
the Palaces of St, James's, Whitehall, Windjor-Caftle, and Somerſzt-houſe, &c. are 
ſubjected to the Land Tax through all the ſucceeding Acts of Par- oh 47 
liament, By an Act of the Firtt of King GeoRGE, intituled, An Jour. H. Com. 
Ad to enable bis Majeſty to grant the Regalities of North- Wales, Vol. XIV, _ 
South-Wales, and County of Cheſter, to his Royal Highneſs the Prince Page 4 
of Wales, Sc. it is enacted, ©* That it ſhall and may be lawful for ; 
the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by Letters Patent, Sc. to gi 


vil Liſt, and to put the reſt of the Publick Revenues entirely under the Command of 


| ive and grant unto his 
ſaid Royal Highneſs all the {aid Honours, Caltles, &c. within the Counties of Hint, 
Denby, Montgomery, Carnarvon, &c. and the County Palatine of Cheſter, and every 


----{o nevectheleſs that the ſame do not extend to any Taxes, Aids or Revenues 


lick Uſe or Ules whstſog er; to have and to hold the faid Honours, Caſtles, Lord- 
ſhips, Manors, Meſſuages, Lands, Tythes, Tenemeuts, Rents, Hereditaments, 


his Heirs, Kings of Great- Britain; ſubject, nevertheleſs, to ſuch annual and other 
Payments and Incumbrances as are legally charged thereupon, or „ 
uſually ſatisfied out of the Revenues of the fame.” And upon a Com. Deb. 
Computation of the Revenues of the late Prince of Wales, in the Vol, IX. * 
Year 1736, when the Land Tax was at Tao Shillings in the Pound, Page 327. 
the Deductions were Five Thouſand Pounds a Year for the Land Hiſt. Reg. 
Tax upon Fifty Thouſand Pounds, the Six: penny Duty to the Civil Vol. XXII. 
Liſt, and the Fees payable at the Exchequer, about Tvo Thouſand Page 387. 
Pounds more; ſo that his nett Revenue on the Fifty Thouſand Pornds et ſeq. oy 

a Year, allowed him by the King, would not amount to more than 
Forty-three Thouſand Pounds yearly, beſides his Dutchy of Cornwall. By this Eſti- 


ubject to Parliamentary Taxes, until it was otherwiſe provided by particular Acts; 
and indeed by the Seventh and Eighth of WiLLIam III. Chap. 17, Sed. 12, it is 
nated, ©* That no Letters Patent, granted by the King's Majeſty, or any of his 
Royal Predeceſſors, &c. ſhall be conſtrued or taken to exempt any Perſon, City, 
Borough, Cc. or any of the Inhabitants of the ſame, from the Burden and Charge 
f any Sum or Sums of Money granted by the Act; and all Non obſſantes, in ſuch _ 
etter Patent made, or to be made, in Bar of any Act or Acts of Parliament for 
he Supply or Allitance of his Majeſty, are declared to be void, and of none Effect.“ 
f upon theſe, and many other Authorities which might be adduced to the ſame Pur- 
ofe, it ſhould appear, that the Revenues of the Crown, and of the Royal Family, 
e, and have been, ſubjected to the national Taxes of Great-Brivtain, as well as 


- 


r 
e 
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the Eſtates of all the Peers and Commoners of our Mother-Country, from whence 
we derive ourſelves and our Conſtitution, it will be difficult to conceiye any good 
Reaſons why our Proprietaries, and their great Eſtate in this Province, ſhould alone, 
of all his Mijeſty's Subjects, be exempted from the Payment of Taxes for the De- 
Fence and Security of their own Eſtates. But our Governor is pleaſed to inform us, 
That if we tax them at all, it muſt be as Proprietaries and Chief Governors, which 
is the only Capacity by which they are connected with, or related to, the Inhabitants; 
that they hold the Government and Soil under the ſame Grant, and their Title to 
both is centered in their Perſons, and cannot be ſeparated, without deſtroying their 


Authority. Now we certainly have other Connections with Thomas Penn, and with 
Richard Penn, beſides their being Chief Governors; and I ſuppole they may ſepa- ] 
rarely eject or commence Actions at Law for Rent, or other Actions, in his Ma. 
jeſty's Courts within this Province, in their private Capacity, in the ſame Manner ] 
that other Inhabitants and Freehelders could do in like Cales; and the Powers of { 
Government might have deſcended through the eideſt Branches of the Family, ot J 
either of our Proprietaries, without injuring their Property in the Soil: And in this j 
Caſe, the Governor would have been ſufficiently authorized by Commiſſion under C 
him, in whom the Powers of Government were vetted. But the Commiſſion of Pro- 
ty (which our Governors have not been concerned with till very lately) would A 
Rave been inſufficient, unleſs executed by all who had a Property in the Lands, and is ad 
now executed by the Governor by Virtue of that Commiſſion in Oppoſition to his 5 
Commiſſion as Lieutenant Governor, which expreſly enjoins him not to grant Lands, li 
or otherwiſe interfere with the Proprietaries Affairs of Property. "i 
But to return, as it is evident that the Peers of Great- Britain do not vote in the E. h 
lection of Members to ſerve in Parliament, yet their Eſtates are taxed by Bills of 5 
Aids, and Supplies to the Crown, which ariſe out of the Houſe of Commons; I am fo 
of Opinion, that the Concluſion the Governor draws from his Reaſoning in the Mel. th 
ſage of the Thirteenth of Augyft laſt, is in direct Oppoſition to the Rights and Uſage fur 
of the Houſe of Commons; and conſequently our offering a Bill, whereby the Pro- be 
prietary Eftate was to be taxed with all other Eftates within this Province, was not th 
againſt the very Principles of the Britiſb Conſtitution, as he would imagine. | py 
Have the Proprietaries, ſays the Go- Have the Peers of Great Britain 1 w 
vernor, a Right to vote in the Election & Right to vote in the Election of Repre- wh 
of Repreſentatives as Landholders ? & ſentatives as Landholders? Surely not, 
Surely not, Being hereditary Gover- D Being hereditary Peers of Great-Britarn, tle 
nors of the Province, and having a Vote & and having a Vote in the Legiſlature by 


in the Legiſlature by their own particu- their own paiticular Repreſentation in R. 
lar Repreientative the Governor. How & the Houſe of Lords. How then came 
then came you by a Right to tax them « the Houſe of Commons by a Right to 


as Fellow Subjects and Landholders, 8 tax the Peers as Fellow Subjects and 5 
ſeeing they had no Voice in chuſing you, & Landholders, ſeeing they had no Voice 12 
nor were intitled to any, tho Owners of & in chuſing them, nor were intitled to any, / 

a 8 


Land in every County ? tho' Owners of Land in every County! 

From the very Principles therefore (ſays the Governor) of the Brir7/h Contlitution, 

vou have no Right to tax them as Freeholders, or Fellow Subje&s. But all this 7 
s Kind of Reaſoning ſerves only to eaſe us from the whole Force of it, and leaves the. th 
Governor to difpute the Principles of the Britiſß Conſtitution with a Britz/h Houſe oi, 8 
Commons, before whom he will undoubtedly think it his Duty to produce {tronger . 9. 
Arguments than thete, The Falacy of this Manner of Reaſoning is very ob: F 
ous. - | 
The Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, repreſent the whole Commons of England; 
but the Peers are preſent in Parliament for themſelves only: As it would be unjult i 
tax the Peers if they had no Repreſentation in the Legiſlature, by which they might 
give their Conſent ; ſo it would be equally unjuſt to tax the Proprietary Eſtate here, 
without his Aſſent by his Repreſentative the Governor. 5 

The Peers and our Proprietaries have their Negatives upon all Bills; but the 

Equity of taxing themſelves, as well as all others, for their common Safety and De- 
fence, induces the Lords to give their Aſſent to Bills offered to them for that Pur- 
poſe; and no doubt the fame Equity ought to be equally binding on our Proprieta- 
ries: And it may be hoped, that all Reſtrictions, by which their Deputy is diſabiec 
from ditcnarging bis Duty, will, in due Time, be conſidered by our Supetions On 
Pioprietaries, I gretume, have no Right to vote for our Repreſentatives, tho' the) 


all 
\ 


* ' 5 


| - of ” 8 | 5 
2 < - * 8 * : Ta 
7 L » , 


i C 


are certainly Landholders in this Province: And under this Conſideration they are 
exempted from paying Aſſemblymens Wages by our County Rate and Levy Act. 
The Peers of Great-Britain are as certainly Landholders, and many of them Bur- 
geſſes and Members of Corporations; yet they neither vote for the Knights of the 
- Shire or Burgeſſes; and under the ſame Conſideration are exempted from contribut- 


ing to their Expences. The Commons petitioned in Parliament; Firſt of RichA RD 


II. that all Perſons having Lay Fee might contribute to the Charge of the Knights. 


The King anlwered, That the Lords of the Realm would not loſe their old Liber- 


ties: Vet in the ſame Reign, by the Twelfth of RicHARD II. Chap. 2. it is enacted, 
That if any Lord, or any other Man, Spiritual or Temporal, hath purchaled any 
Lands or Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions, that were wont to be contributory to ſuch 
Expences before the Time of the ſaid Purchaſe, that the ſaid Lands, Tenements and 
Poſſeſſions, and the Tenants of the ſame, be contributory to the ſaid Expences, as the 
ſaid Lands, Tenements and Poſſeſſions, were wont to be before the Time of the 
ſame Purchaſe, This Law, which hath continued through ſa many Ages, appears 
to be founded in Juſtice and Equity, and will neceſſarily become the Rule of our 
Conduct; for as our Paper Money Acts are near expiring, and it may be hoped 
that no future Aſſembly will give up their juſt Rights for the Ob- 2 

taining of new Emiſſions, whatever Inconveniences they may la- See Viner s A- 
bour under for want of them, the Payment of Aſſemblymens Wages bridgment, 

muſt become very burdenſome if they are to be kept fitting, tho' to Tit. Parl. 


little or no Purpoſe (as of late) through a great Part of the Year; Let. G. Page 


and eſpecially if our Proprietaries, againſt our Expectations, ſhould 196. 

have as much Power as they have Inclination to get their en- Id, Tit. Peer, 
creaſing Eſtates exempted from bearing any Share ot our "Taxes; Page 289. 

for in this Caſe we have Reaſon to apprehend they may judge it _ 

their private Intereſt to impoveriſh the People by exorbitant Impoſitions, or a Pro- 
fuſion of the Publick Money; and as under theſe Circumſtances Pretences will never 
be wanting, new and grievous Burdens will be repeatedly called for, till by. Degrees 
the Freeholds and Poſſeſſions of this young Colony mult inſenfibly fall into the Pro- 
prietaries Hands; and thus by the continual Proprietary Exemptions, and the 
Weight becoming ſtill heavier upon the decreaſing Number who may be able, for a 
while, to bear up, and continue among the Calamities of their Country; theſe too 
muſt at leng h ſubmit and leave the Colony their Predeceſſors had cultivated and ſet» 
tled with Honour under a milder Adminiſtration, | | 


REPORT of a CommirtTEs of the ASSEMBLY, September 23. 
| ' referr'd to in Page 377 of the foregoing Mert. 
In obedience to the Order of the Houſe, wwe have conſidered the Proprietaries Eleventh, 


Twelfth, and Twenty-firft Inſtructions, relating to Money-Bills, and now offer 
ſuch Remarks thereon as occur to us. N 8 


HE Preamble to the Eleventh Inſtuuction ſets forth, © That the Intergf Money 
© ariſing from the Loan of Bills of Credit in this Province, was intended by 


© the Proprietaries, and the Houſe of Repreſentatives, to be applied for the Public 


© Service of the Province, and of the Inhabitants thereof, and ſhould therefore, un- 
der the Direction of the ſame Power that raiſes it, be moſt carefully applied. to. 
© thoſe Purpoſes, as a greater Security to the People againſt Miſapplications, than if it 
was intruſted only to one Branch of the Legiflaturez and ſuch was the ancient 
Practice in their ſaid Province. That the Intereſt Money was intended to be ap- 
plied for the Publick Service of the Province, and of the Inhabitants thereof, is un- 
doubtedly right; but that it was ever the Practice, or that there was ever even a ſin- 
gle Inſtance of the Proprietaries or their Deputies having a Vote in the Application 
of the Intereſt Money, we muſt abſolutely deny. Their Conſent to the Diſpoſition 
is not required in any of our Loan Acts from the Beginning to this Day, the con- 
ſtant 'Tenor.of thoſe Laws being, that the * Intereſt Money ſhall be diſpoſed of as 
the Aſſembly of this Province ſhall from Time to Time order and direct.“ Their 
onſent was never aſked, unleſs in the Acceptance of Preſents made them out of that 
Intereſt, which could not be forced on them without their Conſent; and that Kind 
Application they bave indeed been graciouſly pleaſed to conſent to from Tm to 
| ime; 
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| that Fund and the Exciſe. If this was a Milapplication, and we know of no other, 


_ complained of any; but to compel your Continuance of thoſe Preſents; to compel an 


poſition of every Man's private Fortune, and for the ſame Reaſons, to wit, the 
Man's greater Security, and to prevent Mifapplication ; nay, the Reaſons would 
be ſtronger, Bodies of Men not being generally ſo apt to miſapply their Money, as 


their Approbation of the Conduct of the Aﬀembly in this tender Point, by long re- 


have always ſeen their Money diſpoſed of, from time to time, for the Advantage 


Place, the People will not have it in their Power to reward the Man that ſerves them, 


England to defen 
ther main View of this Inſtruction. 
of the Proprietary's Care ot the People's Money, to prevent its being waſted by their 
oven Repreſentatives, was for the People at ali neceſſary. Thoſe Repreſentatives 
Regard of ther Conſtituents, it is highly probable they will execute that Truſt, as 


Welfare, and do not join with the Proprietaries to oppreſs them. But this Inſtruc- 


on the Good Vill of the People : For how elle can the Proprietaties be ſure of that nay f 


— 
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Time, to the Amount of above Thirty Thouſand Pounds given, to themſelves out of 


the Power they contend for would not have prevented it; for tis ſcarce probable the 
mould ever diſapprove or refuſe to ſign Acts, Votes or Reſolves, which they thought 


fo juſt and reaſonable. | : 
© And indeed, had theſe Preſents been always as regular as the Seaſons, and never Fa 
intermitted, be the Conduct cf the Governor ever ſo inconſiſtent with the Publick 4 


Good, your Committee have Reaſon to believe, this new Inſtruction had never been «1 
formed or thought of. But fince the Repreſentatives of the People have dared to 
fgnify their Diſapprobation of a Governor's Meaſures, by withholding thoſe Tokens 
of their Eſteem, Affection and Gratitude, which were conſtantly given when they 
found themſelves well governed; this Inſtruction is thought neceſſary to be inforced, 
Not for the greater Security of the People againſt Miſapplication; for they never 


Addition to them, for they are thought too ſmall ; and to compel the Payment of 
what they are pleaſed to call the Arrears of ſuch Preſents to any Governors trom 
whom they have at any Time been withheld, For if the People's Money cannot be 
diſpoſed of for their own Benefit, without the Proprietary or his Deputy's Conſent, 
the Paſſage of the Bill, or the Approbation of the Reſolve, muſt be facilitated, as 
the Proprietaries were pleaſed to tell-us on a former Occaſion, by @ Regard to their 
INTEREST, ----that is, by putting at the ſame Time into their private eee War 
ever Share of the Publick Money they ſhall be pleaſed to inſiſt on, under the ſpecious 
Name of Salary or Support; tho? by the Quit- rents, and even by their other Fees and 
Perquiſites, eſtabliſhed by Law or taken by Cuſtom, they have already a Support 
much more than ſufficient. | = | | | 

The Money ariſing by the Intereſt of the Bills of Credit, as well as that ariſing by 
the Excile, is paid wholly by the People. To diſpoſe of their own Money, by them- 
ſelves or their Repreſentatives, is, in our Opinion, a natural Right, inherent in 
every Man, or Body of Men, antecedent to all Laws. The Proprietaties pay no 
Part of this Money, and therefore can have no Right to a Share in the Power of 
diſpoſing of it. They might as reaſonably claim a Right to a Negative in the Dif- 


fingle Prodigals. The People have never complained that any ſuch Miſapplica- 
tion has been made by their Repreſentatives: On the contrary, they have ſhewn 


peated annual Elections of the fame Men to the ſame Truſt in the ſame Office. They 


and Honour of the Publick, or for the King's immediate Service, and they had 
Reaſon to be contented with the Diſpoſition. The Publick Credit has been con- 
ftantly preſerved, and every Man who ſerved the Government, has been always 
duly and readily paid: But if this new-claimed Negative in the Proprietaries takes 


or even to pay the Hire of the Labourer that works for them, without the Gover- 
nor's Leave firſt purchaſed ; much leſs will they be allowed to ſupport an Agent in 

d their Rights, or be able to pay the Expence of proſecuting their 
Complaints when oppreſſed, And to prevent their doing this, is, we conceive, ano- 


In ſhort, it does not appear to your Committee that this extraordinary Inſtance 


themſelves are a Part of the People, and muſt bear a Share of their Burdens. For 
their own Sakes, therefore, as well as to recommend themſelves to the Eſteem and 


they always have done, with Juſtice, Prudence and Frugality ; with Freedom to 
the King's Service, and grateful Generoſity to Governors that ſincerely ſeek their 


tion might perhaps be neceſſary to extort thoſe Grants to Governors which they 
have been pleaſed to ſtile Salary, and render That certain, which before degended 
Share Public 
3 


f Wire of thoſe Grants, which, by their private Contrafts ſometimes matte «with 2 
7 Governors, is (if Report ſays true) i be paid to themſelwes | 


* | 
it d Pounds, which is nw to ſink in a few Years, and even the adding Forty Thotſund 


Pounds more, the whole to be emitted on Loan, provided, that the Eleve th Inſfruc- 
on be complied with, * and half the Power of applying the Intereſt reſerved to them; 
and provided, that all Rents and Quitrents due, or to be due or paysble to hem, 


n WW be always paid according to the Rate of Exchange at the Times of Payment be- 
0 « tween Philadelphia and London, or fome other ſufficient Proviſion enacted in Lien 


« thereof, as was done by a former Act.“ Your Committee cannot help obſerving 
here, that the Proprietaries ee for their own Intereft appears in this Inſtrue- 
tion much ſtronger than their Care for That of the People. very great Emoluments 
viſe to them by Emiſſions of Paper Money on Loan, and the Intereſt Money is 4 
Tax they are clear of, They are therefore willing the Quantity ſhould be encreaſed 3 
but whatever Advantages they receive from it, they are refolved to ſuffer no Diſad- 


n vantage from any occaſional Depreciation : For they will always be paid their Rents 
de {Wand Quitrents, according to the Rate of Exchange between Philadelphia and London. 
t, By the original Agreements, thoſe Rents and Quitrents were to be paid in Sterling 
is oney (or the Value in Coin current) to the Proprietary Receivers in the Province. 
rA Bill of Exchange, befides the Sterling Sum convey'd, includes all the Freight, RHE 


and Expence of conveying that Sum in Specie to London. Now we conceive the Peo- 
ble are not, nor can in Juſtice or Reaſon be, obliged to tranſmit their Rents to Bon- 
n, and pay them there to the Proprietaries. If the Proprietaries ſhould think fit 
to remove to China, they might as jeſtly add to their Demand the Rite of Exchange 
etween London and Canton: This therefore is EXTORTION, and ought never to 
de allowed in any future Ad, nor any Equivalent made for it. For had that Equi= 
lent been really given as a Matter of Juflice, and not extorted as Purchaſe- Money 


n or the Law, it would have been extended to the Rents of private Landlords, as 
0 ell as thoſe of the Proprieta ies. Beſides, the great Sams to be yearly remitted to 
of them in London, for which no Returns come back to the Country, naturally tend to 


raiſe the Exchange; and even put it inthe Power of their Agents to raiſe it cect. 


de Whonally, juſt before the periodical Times of Payment (to the great Injury of the Peo- 
d e) and to lower it again at their Pleaſure; a dangerous Power this, if no Incon- 
as Nenience can arife to themſelves by the Rite of Exchange! The Depreciation of 


Money in every Country where it happens, is a common Calamity, The Proprie- 
ary Eſtate ought not to be exempt flom it, at the Expence of all other Eſtates, 
here are many fixed Ground Rents, and other Rents ariſing in the Province be- 


y onging to the People, and due to private Eftates, Theſe Rents have as much Right 
ze o be conſidered, and their Deficiency, in caſe of Depreciation, provided for out 
id of the Publick Fonds, as thoſe of the Proprietaries. But of theſe they take no Care, 


ſo their own are ſecured. It appears however to your Committee, that all Rents in 
he Country-0aght to be on the ſame Footing, with regard to any Loſs by the Depre- 
ation of its Currency, fince that is leſs likgly ever to happen which it is the Inter- 
ſt of all to prevent. | - 5 

which it is infinuated, as if Acts for Provincial Taxes had been common in this 
Province, and that the Proprietary's Eſtate had been always exempted in ſuch Acts; 
rherens the Truth is that there never were but two or three, and thoſe in the 


all, as to be infufficient for his 8üp- 


ce MWAffairs encumbered, and the Quit- rents ſo | ; pap 

ir Wort, and therefore they were not only exempted from any Part of ſuch Tax, but 
es Huties and Licence Fets were granted to help them orit,----For more thin Forty 
or Wears, as the Exciſe and Interelt Money have been ſufficient for Support of Guvern- 


ent, no Probintial Taxes have been levied (in this very Inftrudtion, a litiie lower, 
hey themſelves acknowledge none hav. been raiſed in their Time) and the Pre- 
rietary Eſtate has vaſtly encreaſed + Thoſe Licence Fees'are alſs vaſtly inerkufed, 
nd yet they ſtil] receive them. But that their Eſtate, ſhould now be exempt. from 
Provincial Taxes, raiſcd for the Defence of that very Eſtate, n tream! 
ines ſonable. During the Diſtreſs of the Family, there was Re 1 
zübletiption among the he > to pay the Proprietary's Paſſage to. 1 
c 


at ray from thence as juſtly claim a Right of having their N s be 


we 


nces [ 
e er rhe crold the Seav.[--But when (hold ee 


APPEND ma 


The Proprietaries are however willing to permit the Renewal of the Eighty This. 


Your Committer now come to the Twenty-firkt Inſtruction, by the Preamble of 


atly Times of the Province, when the 30 Circumſtances were low, his 


— 
* 
——— — 


o 
” 
— — — 


& a vohinay - 


14 
4 
£ 
1 
: £ 
1 
14 
; 
* 
i 
| 
: 
* 
a 
q 
j 4 
1 
1 
5 
. 
, 
. 
41 
4 
. 
: i 
F 
4 
. 1 
* 
- 
1 
+ 
þ 
| 
: 
5 
1 
F 
fl 
ft 
E 
i 


the old Proprietary, he had a much better Claim to them than his Sons; for hy 
undertook to act as an Agent and Advocate for his People, in England; to de. 
fend and ſecure-their Rights and Privileges ; not like his Succeſſors, to aboliſh and 
deſtroy them *. : 

The Inſtruction farther ſays, That * ſince the Expiration of thoſe former Laws, ny 
£ Aid hath ever been granted by the Aſſembly to them as Proprietaries.“ As Pro. 
prietaries, what Right, have they to Aids? Are they not hereditary Governors d 

the Province? and while they have indulged themſelves with an almoſt conſtar 
Reſidence in England, remote from their Country, and greatly to its Inconye. 
nience and Prejudice, have not the Aſſemblies conſtantly ſupported their Depuh, 
ſent by the Proprietaries to do what they ought themſelves to have done in 
' Perſon ; though he was often an imperfet Deputy, reſtrained in thoſe Power 
which ſhould always ſubſiſt and be preſent in every Government for the comma 
Welfare? But they are pleaſed to ſay, they have voluntarily and chearfully 
expended ſeveral conſiderable Sums of their own Money for the Advancement a 
the Province.” This they (aid likewiſe to a former Aſſembly, and the Anſwet 
was, We are unacquainted with theſe Expences ; let the Accounts be laid befor 
© us, and whatever Expence appears to have been made for the Service of ih 
© Province ſhall be allowed, and repaid with Thanks. --Thoſe Accounts har 
never yet appeared; and till they do, we think they ought not to be made th 
Foundation of any Claim whatever. | 
They ſay farther, * that they had no Reafon to ſuſpe& that the Aſſembly woull 
© deviate ſo much from the former Uſage, as to pretend, by any A of theirs, u 
© charge the Proprietary Eſtate in the Province with the Burden of any Tax, 
Amazing! If the Aſſembly deviated from the former Uſage, by taxing their om 
Eſtates, and thoſe of their Conſtitutents (their uſual Funds ling) why ſhould they 
not deviate in the ſame Manner in taxing the Proprietary Effate ? And what 
are the particular Merits of this Family, that when the whole Briti/h Nation, 
when every Eſtate in the Kingdom, as well as in this Province, is taxed, to. 
wards the Recovery and Defence of their Eſtate in Pennſylvania, that very Elan 
alone ſhould be exempted, and they ſo confident of its Right to an Exemption, a 
to have no Reaſon 10 ſuſpet the Aſſembly would attempt to tax it ? 
But it ſeems © the Aſſembly have repreſented them in an untrue Light, as f 
© unwilling to aſſiſt the Publick, by contributing towards the Defence of the Cour 
© try, tho' no Application had ever once been made to them for that Purpobe“ 
How far they are placed in an wztrue Light on this Account, will, we pretumy 
appear before we finiſh this Report. It appears too, by a Report of a forme 
Committee.---They likewiſe ſay, no Application was ever once made to then 
«© for their Aſſiſtance towards the Defence of the Country.“ Heretofore it n 
thought that the Country was beſt defended by maintaining Peace and a golf 
| | Underſtanding with the Indians. This was done from Year to Year by expenſive an 
_ = repeated Preſents, The Proprietary reaped great Advantages from this good Under 
| ſtanding and theſe Preſents, in his Bargains with the Indians for Lands. 'TheExpenc 
rew yearly more and more heavy, and repeated humble Applications were made tot 

1 that they would be pleaſed to bear à Part, but without Succeſs. Th 

vouchſafed indeed an Anſwer to the laſt Application, but it was to rejeR it with the u 

moſt Pride and Scorn, claiming az inherent Right of Exemption of their Eſtate from! 

public Charges whatſoever, in virtue of their being Governors as well as Propri 
taries. And the Szxty. thouſand Pound Bill is called an Attempt of the Aſſemd 
by an AF of theirs,” to charge the Proprietary Eſtate, as if they had preſums 
to do it alone by their own Authority. The Aſſembly could not - poſſibly - thi 
of taxing the Proprietary Eſtate, without the Conſent of the Proprietaries by the 

Deputy; the Bill was therefore another humble Application to the Proprietari 

for their Conſent to a Thing ſo reaſonable ; and the very Stile of it was,“ 

pray that it may be enacted. But that Prayer could not be granted, though 1 
Province was on the Brink of Ruin. And yet it ſeems the Proprietaries were 1 


This he executed in ſeveral Inſtances, ' and particularly in his Anſwer to the Lords 
Trade's Objections to the Act of Privileges to a Freeman, in the Year 1705; in which 
informed their Lordſhips, that the Act was agreeable to the great Charter-which all Engl 
men were entitled to; - and that we went not ſo far (i. e. from England to America) 
On, : oe a Title of its | ; ; [$774 F 5 
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be Wc unwilling ;* though their Deputy declared they had expreſly refrained him even by 
de. the Words of his Commiſſion !---"DThe Bill however is ſtigmatized with the Character 
and of oft unjuſt and extraordinary. Thus it is, when Men judge in their own Caſes. 

Theſe Gentlemen think it unjuſt to tax their Eſtates, though all the World thinks 
%. otherwiſe. As Provincial Taxes had not been uſual, it might be ſo far extraor- 


ro. dinary; but the Mode of Taxation was by no Means extraordinary, being the 


sol Game with that of raiſing our County Rates and Levies, long uſed and approved by 
tant WW the Province.---And the Taxing of Proprietary Lands is uſed both in News Ferſey 
we. and Maryland; and located unimproved Lands have formerly been taxed in this 
uty, province. Had ſuch been taxed every where from the firſt Settlement of America, 
in we conceive it would have tended to the Increaſe of the Inhabitants, and the greater 
ven Wi Strength of the Colonies ; for then ſuch immenſe: Quantities of Land would not 
non WF have been monopolized and lain dormant, but People would more eaſily have ob- 
ul taine4 Settlements, and been ſeated cloſer together. 85 | 
t of But the Proprietaries would have it underſtood, that it is not for their own Sake 
wi Wi only, that they object to the Fifty Thouſand Pound Bill which was refuſed, or the 
for Bi Sixty Thouſand Pound AR that paſſed. They are tenderly concerned for the Eſtates 
the of others, No Part of the Lands of a Delinquent, who refuſes or negle&s to pay 
are Wi his Tax, ought, in their Opinion, to be fold for Payment; though Lands in A- 
te merica re by Act of Parhament made liable to be ſold for Diſcharge of Debts, and 
were almoſt always ſo here by the Laws of this Province. If Lands, or Parts of Land 
ul may be ſold to ſatisfy. private, why not publick Debts? And though it be 
, 08 unuſual in England, it has long been the Practice, as we are informed, in 


ces. ſeveral of the Colonies, particularly in New-England. But they ſay, *a Tax 


ow WF of One Shilling in the Pound, on the whole Value, is what never was laid, 
they nor can poſſibly be paid, in any Country.“ Strange! May not a Country 
vu in imminent Danger give a Twentieth Part of their Eſtates to ſave the other 
101, Nineteen ? Is it impoſſible even to give a Half, or three Fourths, to ſave the other 
10-8 Half or Quarter? May they not even give Nineteen Parts to ſave the Twentieth? 


Ra The Proprietary's Gift of Five Thouſand Pounds, they afterwards ſay, is twenty times 


more than their Tax, if fai ly and equally aſſeſſed, could by that Bill have amounted 

WT to. If fo, it is poſſible to give the whole twenty Parts.---But it has always been 
i underſtood, that Eſtates are not to be taxed to the full Value they might ſingly ſell 
dun for. In the ſame Bill it was provided, that located unimproved Lands ſhould not be 
valued in the Rates at more than Fifteen Pounds per Hundred Acres; when 'tis well 
known, that the Proprietary's loweſt Price for wild Lands on the Frontiers is Fifteer 
Pounds Ten Shillings per Hundred ; and that the located unimproved Lands in their 
Manors, are, tome of them, valued at Three or Four Hundred Pounds per Hundred 
| they may therefore well ſay, that * if that Tax. had been FV LL x aſſeſſed, it 
« muſt have amounted to many times the Sum ;* but then their next Aſſertion is 
ſomewhat inconſiſtent, viz. That the Bill laying this Tax was © moſt unjuſtly 
calculated for the purpoſe of putting it in the Power of the Aﬀeſſors to tax the 
© Proprietary Eſtates up to the full Value, and to eaſe other Perſons, by taxing 
them ſo lighily as oniy to make up zhe Re/idue of the Fifty Thouſand Pounds, in 
* avhich Caſe, much the greateſt Part of the Bu: den might have been laid on the Pro- 
* prietary Eſtates alone. -The Value cf the Proprietary Eſtate has long, for pru- 
dential Reaſons, been kept a profound Secret; and the Proprietaries have lately 
given Five Thouſand Pounds rather than ſubmit it to the Enquiry of the Aſſeſſors. 
But your Committee conceive ſome Light may be obtained on that Head, from this 
Part of the Inſtruction compared with the Fifty Thouſand Pound Bill. By that Bill 
their wild unſurveyed, or unlocated Lands, which are many Millions of Acres, were 
not to be taxed at all, though they never fell any of them for leſs than Fifteen 


located (though uncultivated) Tracts and Manors, and in the reſerv'd Quitrents 


choice, being of the beſt Lands, pick'd out of every new Purchaſe from the Indians 


by their Surveyors, before the Office is opened, and laid by for a Market, not to 


be diſpoſed of till all the ſurrounding Lands are fold and ſettled. This has increaſed 
u their Value prodigiouſly, ſo that they are now, one with another, valued at more 
than Three Hundred Pounds per Hundred: Yet by the Bill, they were not to be 
taxed as worth more than Fifteen Pounds per Hundred.---And they own, that by 

the ſame Bill, their Quitrenis were to be taxed in the ſame Manner as other 
Eſtates, conſequently as great an i to be made in the Valuation. And 
„ F . 


Pounds Ten Shillings, per Hundred Acres. ---Their taxable Eſtate conſiſts chiefly in 


ariſing from the Lands they have ſold. Theſe Manors and Tracts are generally 


- 


4289 ATF ( | 
yet by this ſame. Bill, under this very moderate Valuation of their Eſtate, they fay 
it would have been in the power of the Aſſeſſors. to have laid nuch the greateſt Part 
of the Burden on their Eſtates alane. Now, much the greateft Part of Fifty Thy. 
ſand Pounds, may be Forty Thouſand: Pounds, but we will ay (for Moderation', 
Sake) it is only Thirty Thouſand, Pounds, and that Sum, might ave been raiſed by 
that Bill, on, the Proprietary Eſtates, in two Years, by a Tax of One Shilling in 
the Pound, i. e. Fifteen Thouſand Pounds per Annum. The Shillings in Fif een 
Thouſand, Pounds are Three Hundred Thouſand, conſequently their Eſtates at that 
low Valuation are worth Three Hundred Thouſand Pounds. But if gov multply that 
Valuation by 20, to bring it nearer the truth, thule Eſtates muſt amount to 5$;z 
Millions, excluſive of their wild Lands as aforeſaid. If this Computation be 100 
high, they may be able hereafter to ſhew its Miftakes. At preſent we conceive th; 
Conſequences fairly drawn from Facts and their own Premiles. ----And yet this 
their enormous Eſtate is, by their Inſtructions, to be exempted, while all their Fel. ſu 
low Subjects groan under the den of Taxes for its Defence it being the fir fo 
attacked in the preſent War, and Part of it on the Ohio, the Prize contended for by ni 
the Enemy. -»For though they, towards the End of this Inſtruction, pretend to be th 
moſt ready and »illing to bear a juſt Proportion along with their Tenants in D 
© any neceſſary. Tax for the Defence of the Province, yet this appears clearly to le 
be a mere Pretence, fince they abſolutely except their Quitrents, and their located 


do HWY, o 2 0. m9» 20 & wh 


unimproved Lands, their Fines, and the Purchaſe-Monies they have at Intereſt; c 
that is, in a Manner, their whole Eflate, as your Committee know of little they 1 
have left to be taxed, but a Ferry-houſe or two, a Kitchen, and a Dog- Kennel. an 


But unimproved Lands ſnhould not, in our Proprietaries Opinion, pay any Taxes, I.: 
becauſe they yield no annual Profit. This may deceive People in England (whee Ml t + 
the Value of Land is much at a Stay) as they are unacquainted with the Nature of co 
Landed Eſtates in growing Plantations. Here new Lands, without Cultivation, with. 

out Fencing, or ſo much as cutting down a Tree, being reſerved and laid by for a 4 
Market till the ſurrounding Lands are ſettled, improve much more in yearly Value e- 
ven chan Money at Intereſt upon Intereſt, Thuty Years ago, the beſt and richeſt ed 
Lands near the Proprietary's Coneffogoe Manor, were worth and ſold for about Forty lf the 
| per Hundred Acres. That Manor, was then laid out and reſerved, containing Ml the: 
Near Seventeen Thouſand Acres: And now the Lands of that very Manor, which, but 
though ſo long located, have never yet been cultivated, will (el for Three Hundrd 8 | 
and Fifty Pounds per Hundred Acres ; which is near Nine for One, or Eight Hundred a1 
per Cent. Advance! Can an Eftate thus producing Twenty five per Cent. per Annun WM 
on the prime Coſt, be, with any Propriety, called * an Eſtate yielding no anal r 
< Profit?” Is it not a well known Practice in the Colonies, to lay out great Sums of Mt th 
ready. Money for Lands, without the leaſt Intent of Cultivation, but merely to ſel 
them again hereafter ? Would People follow this Practice if they could hot make more ¶ the 
Proſit of their Money in that Way than by employing it in Improvement of Land, in Trade, 
or in putting it to Intereſt, though Intereſt in the Plantationsis fromSix to Ter per Centum, Ml here 
Poes not ſuch Land, though otherwiſe wzimproved, impreve continually in its Value? I Sma 
How mean and unjuſt is it then, in theſe Gentlemen, to attempt to conceal the Ad- Wh 
vantages of this Kind of Eſtate, and ſcreen it from Taxes, by lurking under the (ME Tax 
ambiguous and deceitfid Terms, of unimproved Lands, and Lands yielding no au. Wto be 
nual Profit ? VVV 5 5 5 „ . | 
Meanly unjuſt indeed, in this Inſtance, do they appear to your Committee; who 
cannot but obſerve, that the Proprietaries, knowing their own Inclinations to ſcreen 
their'own Eſtates, and load thoſe of the People, from thence ſuſpected the People 
might be equally unjuſt,” and intend, by the Fifty Thouſand Pound Bill, to eaſe their 
Eſtates, and load thoſe of the Proprietaries. The bill, ſay they, appears to us to 
be nig unjufily calculated, for the Purpoſe of putting it in the Power of Perſons, 
„ wholly cholen by the, People, to tax our Eftates up to the full Value therein mention- 
ed, and to eaſe other Perſons by. taxing them ſo lightly, as only to make up the Re- 
«-feue that might be wanted to complete the Fifty Thouſand Pounds, In which Caſe 
©, the Perſons choſen by the People might have laid by. much the greateſt Part of the 
© Bijrden upon our Eſtates alone,” Had * intended to raiſe much the greateft Part of 
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the Tax of Fifty Tbouſand Pounds on the roprietaries Eſtate, would the Hovu'e ſo {Wiles a 
| teadi]y baye accepted of Five Thouſand Pounds in Lieu of their Share of that Tax MW eopl: 
Rut why thts Sul gcion of the Aſſembly? What Inſtance of Injuſtice can the Proprie- Mair a 
facies charge thera with, that could give Ground for ſuch a Suppoſition ? If they were Wave a 
Bradl of ſweh an Intention, and an Endeavouf to get Jniqurly efablſbed ty a Ln alue, 
F „ a „„ „„ $837. ies a 0 GE Ec. mu l 
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\ WW put they vot be the moſt unjuſt and diſhoneſt of Men? The Aſſeſſors, it is true, are 


: choſen by the People ; they always were ſo by our Laws; and let a Man's Eſtate be 


p ever ſo great, he has but one Vote in the Choice of them: But have the Proprietari 
no Friends in their Province? What is become of all their Dependants and Expec- 
y tants; thoſe in Place, or hoping for Places; the Thouſands in their Debt; the Mort 
n agors at their Mercy ? Will none of theſe, out of Love, or H' pe, or Fear, vote 
n for honeſt Aſſeſſors, that may take Care the Proprietary is not oppreſſed by the Weight, 


a Aſſeſſors by Law to be ſworn or affirmed to aſſeſs themſelves and all others impartiallr. ;, 
e and ha ve they not always been choſen as Men of Note for Probity and Juſtice? What 
1 a dark Proſpect muſt a Man's own, Heart afford him, when he can from thence form. 


% ſuch Ideas of the Hearts of a whole People! A People famous throughout the World, 


| for the Juſtice and Equity of their Laws, the Purity of their Manners, . their Huma- 


y nity and Hoſpitality io Strangers, their Affection to their late honoured Proprietary, 


e their Faithfulnels in their Manufactures and Produce, and Uprightneſs in all their 


n Dealings ! and to whoſe Virtue and Induſtry theſe very Gentlemen owe all their pre- 


o ſent Greatnets! 1 | 
d The Proprietaries are pleaſed farther to ſay, That the Laying Taxes on the real, 


; Value of the Fee- ſimple, and the Sale of Land for the Payment of Taxes, are con- 


y Wl © tracy to the Laws and Statutes of Great-Britain. Your Committee cannot find that 


any Laws or Statutes were ever made in Great-Britain to regulate the Mode of laying 


7 Taxes in the Plantations ; and if there are none ſuch, our Bill could not be contrary. 
e Wl to what never exiſted, In Virginia the Taxes are laid on Slaves, and paid in Tobac- 


of co; and every Colony has its own Mode of Taxation, ſuited to its- own Circum-. 


b. ff +nces, almoſt all different from each, other as well as from that uſed in England. But 
a different from, and contrary to, we conceive to be diſtin and different Things; other - 
e: Wt wile many of our Laws, even thoſe which have been approved at Home, and receiv- 
eſt ed the Royal Aſſent, are contrary to the Laws of England, But as we ſaid before, 
the Laws of England themſelves, make Lands liable to pay Debts in the Colonies ; and 


ne WW therefore to ſell them, or a Part of them, to pay publick Debts, is not contrary to, 


h, but conformable with, the Laws of England. e 
Hut the Proprietaries * cannot find that the Quitrents reſerved,to the Crown - · in 
any of the other American Colonies, have ever been taxed towards the Raiſing 


n © Supplies granted in thoſe Colonies ; and indeed thoſe Quitrents-are generally ſo fal 


al WW (meaning the King's Quitrents, we ſuppoſe, for their own ſurely are large enough) 


of Mt © that little or no Land Tax would be due or payable on them, if arifing in Great- 
fell Britain, &c,* If your Committee are rightly informed, the King's Quitrents in 
ore che other Colonies, are applied to public Purpoles, generally for the Service of the 
de, Colony that raiſes them, When our Proprietaries ſhall think fit to apply thoſe ariſing 
un. here in the ſame Manner, we believe no Aſſembly will attempt to tax them. The 
ue? Smallneſs of the Parts, we cannot conceive to be a good Reaſon for not taxing the 
W- Whole. Where every Man worth leſs than Tewenty Shillings a Year is exempt — 
the Taxes, he who erjoys a Thouſand a Year might, as well as our Proprietaries, 


at WW to be excuſed, for that his Income is only Twenty Thouſand Shillings, each of which 


Shillings is far within the Sum exempted by Law. In the whole, tho what ariſes 


vho from each Eſtate be no great Sum, their Quitrents muſt amount to a very great Rew 
een ¶ venue; and their ſpeaking of them in the diminutive Terms, of ue ſmall Quitrents 
ple Nor Acinoauledgments, is on y to amuſe and deceive. They are Property; and.Proper« 
heir ty ſhould pay for its own Preſervation, They ought therefore to be taxed.to the De- 


tence of the Country. The Proprietaries indized ſay, a Land Tax was. unneceſſary, 
as there are many other Ways of raiſing Money. They would:doubtleſs chuſe any, Way 


Re- {W5/itain, an independent State, can lay infinite Puties, on all foreign Wares, and im. 
Caſe {ported Luxuries. We are ſuffered little foreigi1 Trade, and almoſt all aur Superfluj- 

the ies are (ent us from Britain itſelf. Will ſhe pe rmit us to diſcourage their Importation 
rt of NY heavy Impoſts ? or to raiſe Funds by taxing lyer, ManufaQures ? A Variety of Ex» 
e ſo Files and Duties ſerve only to multiply Offices anid Officers, and-to-make a Part of the 
ax | eople pay for another Part who do not chuſe to j dy. No Exciſe or Duty, was ever a. 
rie- 


ar and equal Tax on Property. The fait eſt, as the Proprictaries themſelves 
. aeknomledgrd, is a Poundage on all real a þd perſonal Eſtate, een 
alue, r 3 3 ·ỹ . 0x 5 i 74 ' 2 4 3, 15 ; Ve 
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of an unjuſt Tax? Could the Aſſembiy be certain, that the whole People were ſo 
it wicked, as to join in chuſing and tiuſting Setts of diſhoneſt Aſſeſſors, merely to wrong, 
x the Proprietary ? Are there no Laws in the Province againſt Perjury ? Are not the, 
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in which their Eſtate could not be included, But what are thoſe many other Ways 2 
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ſtructions, and the Will and Pleaſure of the Governor's Council ; whereby our Con- 
ſtitution and the Liberties of our Country are wounded in the molt eſſential Part, ard 


„oW‚i 4 5 


— 2 


* 


ATT EE ND 1 x. 
Wee are now to hear of the Generoſity of the Proprietaries, who, as they ſay, 
© were ſo far from defiring not to contribute to the Defence and Support of His Mz. 
© jeſty's Rights and Dominions, that immediately on the firſt Notice of the Defeat of 
© General Braddock, they had ſent over an Order upon their Receiver- General, to pay 
* Five Thouſand Pounds as a free Gift towards the Defence of the ſaid Province. We 
may preſume to aſk, why, when they knew the Aſſemblies were continually worried 
to give Money, and the Bills in which it was offered as conſtantly rejected; why did 


they not unmanacle their Governor, and at the ſame Time ſet an Example of Zeal for 


the common Cauſe by a generous Gift on their Part, before they heard of that De. 
feat? Why not as ſoon as they knew he was ſent to America? Why not on Waſhing. 
ions Defeat, or before his firſt Expedition, as ſoon as ever their Province was attacked, 
and they learnt that the Enemy had built a Fort in it? But the Truth is, the Order 
was ſent, not immediately on the News of Braddock's Defeat ; the Date of the Order 
will ſhow that it was a Month after that News arrived in England. But it was inme- 
diately after they had Advice, that the Governor had refuſed a Grant of Fifty Thouſand 
Pounds to the Crown for the Defence of the Proprietaries Province, becauſe their Eſtate 
was taxed in the Bill, alledging Reſtrictions from them on that Head; againſt which 
all the World exclaimed, and an univerſal Odium was falling on their Heads, and p 


the King's Wrath juſtly dreaded ; then it was, that the boaſted Order iſſued. And 


yet, as ſoon as their Fears ſubſided, it was ſincerely repented, and every underband 
Step taken to get the Act, in which their Gift was fixed, diſapproved at Home; ho , 


if they had ſucceeded, when the Bills emitted were abroad, and in the Hands of the 


Publick, many of the poor Soldiers, who had received them in Pay for their Services, 


would have been ruined, and Multitudes of others greatly injured. And after all, 0 
this Free Gift, to be immediately paid, is not yet paid, though more than a Year is e- « 
Japfed fince the Order was given; ----- and Contracts, entered into by the 


Commiſſioners in Confidence of receiving that Monty, are yet unſatisfied, 


to the Loſs and Them e of many, and great Detriment to the Service, 40 


However, if we will have a Land Tax, they are pleaſed to form a Bill ſor us, or at 


| Teaft to direct what Clauſes ſhall be in, and what ſhall not be in it, thus violating the | 
| moſt eſſential Right of the Commons in a Britiſb Conſtitution !----and with this par. 10 


ticular Injunction, that the Tax ſhall be laid for no more than one Year ; and ſhall 

not exceed Four Shillings in the Pound on the Income; which, eſtimating Eſtates at 10 

twenty Years Purchale, is about a Fifth of a Twentieth, or, in plainer Words, 1 

hundredth Part of the Value. Perhaps this may be well enough in Times of Tran: | 
uility ; but when a Province is invaded, muſt it be given up to the Enemy, if a Tax 


of the hundredth Penny is not ſufficient to ſave it? Yes, that is our preſent Situation; 


for the Proprietaries Inſtructions are, it ſeems, unalterable. The:r Governor is bound 


to obſerve and inforce them, and muſt ſee the King's Province periſh before his Eyes, 


rather than deviate'from them a fingle Tittle. This we have experienced within a 
few Days, when Advantage being cruelly taken of our preſent unhappy Situation, 


the proftrate Condition of our bleeding Country, the Knife of the Savages at her 


Throat, our Soldiers ready to mutiny for want of Pay and Neceſſaries, our People 


flying in Deſpair from the Frontier for want of Protection, the Aſſembly was compel- 0 
led (like Solomon's true Mother) to wave her Right, to alter our Money Bille, abridge - 
our free Grant to the Crown by one Half, and, in ſhort, to receive and enact a Law 8 
not agreeable to our Judgments, but ſuch as was made for us by the Proprietary In- 5 


even violated and deſtroyed. We have Reaſon to confide, however, in the Juſtice 
of our Sovereign and a Britiſs Parliament, that this Tyranny ſhall not long 
ſubſiſt; and we hope no Time will be loſt in making the proper Application. 

In fine, we muſt ſay, in Juſtice to the Houſe, that the Proprietary's Charge againſt 
the Aﬀembly, as © being inclined by their Authority to tax the Proprietary Eſtate 
« diſproportionately, &:c." is, to our Knowledge, groundleſs and unjuſt. They had ; 
as little Inclination as Authority to wrong him. They bave not, it ſeems, Authority © 


enough to oblige him to do Juſtice. As to their Inclination, they bear, every one ol cc 


them, and maintain, the Character of nonesT MEN. When the Proprietaries ſhall 
be truly willing to bear an equitable Part of the Publick Burden ; when they ſhall re. 
nounce their exorbitant Demand of 1tent as the Exchange ſhall then be; make Reſtitu- 


tion of the Money which they have « xacted from the Aſſemblies of this Province, and 
ſincerely repent of their Extortion; (hey may then, and not till then, have ſome Clin 
to the fame NOBLE TIT II. „ „„ 


Gy | So granted fince my Arrival are very near ra hors 


The proprietaries have for a long Series of Years made a great 
Secret of the Value of their Eſtate and Revenue: By Ac- 


cident the following authentic Paper is fallen into our Hands, 


and will ſerve as a Ground-work, on which the Reader may 
be enabled to form ſome Idea of the Value of that Eſtate in 


Penſylvania. f is a Copy of an original Paper drawn by 


Mr. Thomas Penn himſelf many Years ago, and endors'd 
My Eſtimate of the Province, T. Penn.” 
| « ES T 1 1 


x Penſylvania Curr. 
« L Acres, of which not 10,000 have been paid for; 41,350 0 . 
«© more than of old Grants are remaining unpaid ; 1s 
„% The Rent on the ſaid Grants is 5 5 J. Sterling a Year, 
which at 20 Years Purchaſe, and 165 per Cent. 8 


18,150 0 0 
& change, is | 


« , The old Rent, 4207. a Year Sterling, at ditto, is 5 I $,246 0 © 
« , Lands granted between Roll and the firſt Article are 570 | 


«© a Year Sterling, which at 20 Years Purchaſe, and 165 
« per Cent. is . | | I, | 
« 5 To the Difference between 42e7. and 5701. for Arrearages j vo 


18,810 0 0 


« of Rents which may be computed at half the Time of the 
« other Arrearages, that is 1x Years at 165 per Cent. 
« 6 Ferries let on ſhort Leaſes, the Rents being 40/7. a Year are 


I,o | 
« worth e 


« paſſed, except a few fince the above Account was taken, ( 

© not leſs than 400,000 Acres, which at C. 15 100 a- 

«© mounts to | 3 
«« The Rent at an Half-penny an Acre is C. 833 68 22 

« Year Sterling, reckon'd as above is > 75 5 hs 275 1 


1 Lands ſettled in the Province for which no Grants are yet 5 | NY. : 
c | 63,000 0 0 


| | L. 188,278 10 0 
«M A N O R S. 
% x Coneflogoe, 65 M. from the City, 13, 400 Acres, at 40 l. per H. 5,366 0 0 


« Gilbert 's, 25 3,200 70 2,240 6 © 
« 3 Springfield, 12 1,600 75 15,200 00 
« 4 Highlands, 35 © 2,5“ 3% 730 oe 
4 5 Spring- toau. 37 10,000. 3s 3,5% os 
6 Vincents, 40 SH 20,000 35 _ © 7,000 0 
« 7 Richland's 35 „„ Mo 15'- 13,5800 0 0 
« 9 About 20 Tracts in the ſeveral: Counties, moſtly 3 %ͤ ðůvõBvṹu! 
„ Acres each; reckon'd 10, oco at 401. 4 v1 SB8 T. en * 
* Springet's bury, "0 207 Acres at 8 0s „%% 
6 8 On the North Side of the Town 50 30 1,500 O 
© { Back of the ſaid Land ; IS.'_. *;-- "340 o 


« 9 Lot in the Bank at the North End of the Town, 200 Feet at-44., 600 © 0 
© 10 A Front and Bank Lot between Vine and Saſſafras Street, 
85 102 Feet at 61. (DIO „ 0 Et ©; n 7 


2 
4 2 — 111 


Carried over C. 217,925 10 © 


— 


K * E N D I X. „„ 


25 722 10 © 


+18 ee 


11 


— 


ag APPENDIX. 


2 4 DB Nane Curr, 
on over . 217,72 

ir Pine Street, 204 Feet at 15 1 
„ x2 Front Lot on the Side of Cedar Street 103 = _- 106 0 0 
1 x3 Ditto between Cedar and Pine Stteet 166 a 320 0 0 
. 14 Bank Lot between the ſame Streets 40 5 80 og 
* 25 Marſh Land near the Town - God Acres at 1 | 1,800 0 0 
* 26 Ditto 200 Acres, at 15. Sterling Rent, and 465 per Cent. is 330 og 
“ Lands within the Draft of the Town, at leaſt oo Acres. 
250 neareft Delaware, at 151, per Acte 3,750 09 
<4 250 neareſt Schuylkill, at 101, per Acre 2,500 09 

cc 27 Omitted, Streiper”s Traet i in Bucks County, 35 Miles; 1 8 
00 Acres at 281. 1,250 o o 

5,000 Acres at 25 | 


& x$ The Rents of the above Manors and Lands being 77,072 


« Acres at a Half. penny per Acre. 20 Years 2 9 1 5,298 12 0 


% and 11 55 per Cent. ene is 


— 


. 2339972 


— — — 


2 0 

e The Government to be b at no leſs than was 4 have TRI 0 
4 been paid for it, viz. 11,000 J. at 365 per Cent, is 1 5150 0 0 
4. 252,122 20 


4 In this Calculation no Notice is taken of the Thirds reſerved 
„on the Bank Lots (a Copy of the Patents J. Penn has by 
4 him to ſhew the Nature of them *) and nine Tenihs of 

« the Province remains undiſpoſed of. | 
4 Three Fifths of all Royal Mines is. reſerved in the Grants, 
« and in all Grants ſince the Year 1732. Ohe fifth Part of 
4 all other Mines, delivered at the Pits mY without | 


Charge is alſo reſerved. 
© No Value is put on the Proprietors Right to- —_ 


% Lands; ad, befides theſe Advantages, ſeveral Offices 
4 are inthe Proprietor” s Gift of conſiderable Value. 


cc Regiſter General, about 200 J. 


% Naval Officer, 300 J. 
« Clerk of Philadelphia, 400 l. 
4 Cheſter, 2300 J. 
er Bucks, 200 J. 


be: Lancaſter, 200 J 


td sc Beſides ſeveral other Offices 0 of leſs Value. Theſe are IT 
E gueſſed at. ar] A 


The abore =. 2 no Datos: but by ſondry Circumſtances in it, particular 


there being we pu ut on the Thirdi of the Bank Lots, becauſe they were not ther 


„fallen in; 5 — by 158 
Preſent Value) it muſt have been drawn while Mr. Thomas 


Land has been aden of, N equal to all preceding 


W. muſt therefore ada to the above Sum of £. 252,122: 2 2:0, the fellow L 
Arxicles vis, 


"© By theſe Vans, the . of 50 Years the Pg wag to ei One te Third of tl 


[I of dhe Les and the Buildings, and other ! erected on them. 


a 


aluation on the Lands (which is very different from their 
* 8 I in Pen- 

vania, and probably more than Twenty Years ago: Since which: Time a waſt Ads 
has been made to the Value of the Reſerved Lands, and a great Kean of 


& 15 f . * * * #* 1 * „ f 
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Penſylvania Curr. 


ti | 5 3 Brought over C. 252,122 20 
„. For the increaſed Value of the Lands of the Congflogoe Ma- B 
0 nor now valued at 400 l. per Hundred Acres, and in the 3 
0 above Eſtimate valued only at 40. 75 Hundred, the 48,240 0 
0 the ſaid increaſed Value being 360 J. per Hundred, on BY 
0 13,400 Acres, OY f 7 
„2. For the increaſed” Value of Gilbert's Manor, now _— 16005360 0 © 
4001, per Hundred Acres, þ 10, 
z. For Ditto on Spring field Manor, now worth 300 /. per „ 
0 Hundred Acres, ä | 6, | 
„.. For Ditto on Highland's Manor, now worth 3507. per Hun-P 3, C o 
dred Acres, : | ; $ | 
„ _ 2 on Springtown, now worth 400 J. per Hundred 2 36,500 0 0 
6. For Ditto on Vincents Manor, now worth 3001, per Hun- 0e 
_ dred Acres, 3 ̃ . 123 $330 ; 
07. e, on Richland's now worth 450 l. per Hundred 2 422500. 00 
0 | . 5 | * | "a 
. * on the 20 Trafts, now worth 300 J. per N oo 
08. For Ditto on Springettbury, &c. at leaſt ee, 2,685 00 
9. For Ditto on all the Articles of Lots from No. 9 to 14. _ e © 


being trebled in Value, 5 ; 
15. For Ditto on the Marſh Land, now worth 20 J. fer Acre, 10,200 00 
16, For Ditto on the Value of Lands within the Draft of the 
Town, now worth one with another, 8 per Acre, | 
17. For Ditto on Streiper's Tract now worth 32 5 l. per Hundred. 15, 0 © © 
[On the next Articles for the Reſerved Rent, and the Value 
of the Government, we add no Advance. ] 


18,30 0 © 


For he Thirds of the Bank Lots and Improvements on them, N 0 
as they fell in aſter this Eſtimate was made; reckoving every 37,280 0 0 { 
20 Feet of Ground with its Improvements, one with another, 5 | N 
worth 480 J. the Thirds being 160 J. ſor each 20 Feet, — 


| = | 573,597 20 | 

Thus far for the preſent Value of what was then eſtimated, Y- 8 | 
But ſince that Time, very great Quantities of Land have been | | 
Fold, and ſeveral new Manors laid out and reſerv'd ; one 
of which, viz. that of Conedoguinet is ſaid to contain 
30,000 Acres: The Quantity fold ſince the Eſtimate, muſt 
be at leaſt equal to what was fold before, as the People 72,697 2 0 
are doubled, and the Manors probably equal in Quantity: „ 573499 [ 
We may therefore ſuppoſe,” that a fair Eſtimate of the | 


* 


Lands ſold, Rents and Manors reſerved, and new Towns 
laid out into Lots, ſince the above Eftimate, would be at 
leaſt equal to it, that is anather Tenth, and amount alſo 
to 573,697 1 22 Os : 


* EY 


6— 


Carried over . 1,147,394 2410 


. & + . FS r 

The Lots of Land within the Plan of the Town were originally promis'd to be given to the I 
Purchaſers of Land in the Country. But that has been long fince diſcontinued ; and for 
many Years paſt the Proprietor has ſhut the Office, and forbid his Agents even to ſell any more 
ff them; intending to keep them all, till he can let them out on high Ground Rents, or 
on Building Leaſes. 500 Acres divided into Houſe Lots, and diſpos'd of in this Manner, 
ill alone make a vaſt Eſtate. The old Proprietor likewiſe in his Plan of the City, laid 
ut five large Snares, one in each Quarter, and one in the Centre of the Plan, and gave 
the ſame to the Inhabitants for publick Uſes, This he publiſh'd in all his. Accounts of the 
ountry, and his Papers of Invitation and Encouragergent to Settlers; but as no formal 
Deed or Conveyance of thoſe Squares is now to be found, the preſent Proprietor has re- 

m'd them, turn'd them again into private Property that the Number of his, Lot may be 
Fo acreas'd ; and his Surveyor General in his lately publiſh'd Plan of the City, has conceal | 

ll thoſe Squares by running intended Streets over them · A ProceeCing 2qua!ly odious to the. 
e, 204 6iſhonourable to the Familiy) 
| | | Ch Cogn 8 Far 
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Penfylvania Cury, 


OS bee x Brought over C. 2,147, 
of theſe Nine Tenths of the Province. which gere) 


For Eighe n 
not diſpos d of at the Time of making the Estimate; Note, In 

K The Province Grant to William Penn is of three Degrees of 
Latitude, and five of Longitude ; each Degree of Latitude 0 
contains 694 Statute Miles, and each Degree of Longitude a- of 

bout Lat. 40 contains 5 Statute Miles; ſo the Dimenſions of 4,334,338 to 
the Province are 265 Miles by 208+, which gives for its Con- | of 
tents 55,2524 ſquare Miles or Thirty five Millions, Three Hun- th 
red and Sixty-one Thouſand, Six Hundred Acres; Eight | 
Tenths of this Quantity, is 28,289,280 Acres, which at C. 15 4 
ro s. per 100 Acres (the preſent ſelling Price) is 6 of 


For oy yearly Quitrrat on ay yy Acres 5 3 Halfpenny 
Sterling per Acre, is 58,936 J. per Annum, which at 165 per d. 
Cent, — 20 Vears Pure 0 0 | Oe $ das ks 
For the additional Value on Ou Tenth Part, at leaſt, of thoſe : 
Eight Tenths, which being pick'd out of the beſt of the Lands „ 
. after every Purchaſe from the Indians, before any private Per- U 3.436 74 0 
ſon is allowed to take up any, and kept for 20 or 30 Vears, is e 
to be ſold at a Medium for 300 J. per 100 Acres Advance; 


this on 2, 828,928 Acres, is TE 5 Bt 
For the Three Fiibs of all Royal Mines, and One Filth of all o- 
ther Mines reſerv'd to theie Lords Proprietors, we can as yet 
eſtimate no Sum, and muſt leave it a Blank as we find it; but ; A 
ſince in the Ridges of Mountains not yet ſettled, ſome very va- x 
luable Specimens of Ores have been. found by Travellers, it 
| is not unlikely this Article may in Time become conſiderable Fs 
5 ; beyond Computation, | 8 | 
For the Ofices we ſhall likewife make no Eſtimation, tho' they 5 : | 
are greatly increas'd in Number and Value, with the Inereaſe | Ls 
of People; as we believe the Proprietaries do not raiſe immedi- . : 15 
ate Money from the Granzs of thoſe Offices at preſent, they | A. 
being chiefly diſpos d of to bribe or reward their Partiſans and „ 0 
Favourites; in which however they may find their Account. | 5 
For the Eſtheats we likewiſe add nothing; for tho' it is thought | 
2 valuable Article, we have no Information on which we can _ 
form any Judgment concerning its Value, it muſt however be Soon 
* continually increaſing, 1 5 | — 
There is another Article, we are grgatly at a Loſs about, which | - 
34 is the Intereſt of Money ariſing to the Proprietors from Secvuri- | „ P, | 
oY ties on Lands poſſeſs d by Perſons unable to make preſent Pay- c 
= ment. Theſe pay not only Qurtrent for the Land but Intereſt 0 
for the Purchaſe Money. This Intereſt ® is thought to be a ve- I 
; conſiderable Income, but we cannot eſtimate it. wi 
The Three Lower Counties on Delaware, which are a diſtin& ＋ 
Territory and Government from the Province of Penhluania, b a 
and held by a different Title, are alſo a very valuable Part of 43 
the Proprietary Eſtate; tho' what Value ſhould be put on the 9 
ſame is at preſent difficult to ſay, „ 3 on 


i | | . Total in 1 L£+ 15,875,500 12 0 
1 | In Sterling, about TEN MiLLtons! 

But on the whole, it appears pretty clearly, that deducting all the Articles con- .. - 
taining the Valuation of Lands yet unſold, and unappropriated within their Patent, WM * ; 
and the Minors and Rents to be hereafter reſery'd, and allowing for any ſmall over BY, | 

{ Valuations in their preſent reſerv'd Lands and [ncomes [tho' tis thought if any be 1 ©, 

| will not be found to exceed the underc-Valuation in other Inftances] there cannot re- | 
main Jeſs than a Million of Property which they now at this Time have in Pen 
» See Fiber s Account hereaſter. | 5 Aid 


4 
q 
| 
' 


* — 
* * - 
7 0 7 
3 75 
1 


: A PF E NB 1 141333 
And in that Province there are but 20, ooo Families, to each of which, one with a- 
nother, there does not belong more than 300 J. of Property, if ſo much; which 
wokipiy'd by 20,000 gives 6, ooo, ooo J. for the whole Property of the People there. 

The Proprietaries then have in preſent Poſſeſſion a Property there at leaſt equal to 

one ſixth of That of the People. They ought therefore to pay the ſame Proportion 
the Taxes. | 35 TE. 
| * That the Reader may form ſome Judgment of the Profits made by this Monopoly 
0 of Land in America in Favour of the HousE or PENN, we ſhall juſt mention, that 
the Land is firſt purchaſed of the Indians, and none but the Proprietors are allow'd to 
urchaſe of the Ixdians within the Limits of their Grant: The Iadians of late Years 
Bre ſomewhat rais'd their Price ; and for the laſt great Purchaſe in 17 54, which was 
of about Seven Millions of Acres, they demanded (how much do you think ?) no les 
than 2000 Dollars amounting at Seven and Sixpence Currency each, to Seven fun- 
.d and Fifty Pounds, ; : Pienſyl. Currency. 
The Land ſo bought the Proprietor has the Moderation to ſell | 
(except the beſt of it reſerv d in Manors for himſelf ) at ſo:ow $2,085,000 0 0. 
a Price as £.15 10 o per Hundred Acres, which will produce.) = 
: DeduR the Purchaſe Money 750 0 0 
: | | Remains PROFIT 1,084,250 0 0 


Beſides the Profit of a Tenth of the 7,000,000 Acres, refery'd in „ 
Manorr to be fold hereafter at an Advance of atleaſt good. per c 2,100,000 © © 
Hundred Acres VVV 1 e 
And alſo the Quitrent to be reſerv'd on 7,000,000 Acres at- 4 d. 
Sterling per Acre C. 14, 583. 6: Þ which at 165 per Cent, | 431,250 0 0 


and 20 Years Purchaſe, is worth 


Profit, in all "5,665,500 00 


But the Indian Council at Onandago not being ſatisfied with the Sale of ſo much 
Land at once, the Proprietors have tince been obliged to diſgorge a Part of the Hunt- ' 
ing Country they had not paid for, and reconvey the ſame to the Iadiant, who, when 

they are diſpos'd to ſell it, may poſſibly demand 2000 Dollars more, for which the 
above Account muſt then have Credit. 5 F | 

One would think that where ſuch good Bargains are bought of the poor Natives, . 
there ſhoul be no Occaſion for fraudulent Art to over- reach them, in order to take 5 
more than is granted: And that if a War occaſion d by ſuch Injuries ſhould be drawn 
upon the innocent Inhabitants, thoſe who were the Cauſe of the War, if they did not, 1 

nas in Juſtice they ought, dear the whole Expence of it, at leaſt they would not refuſe al 
to bear a reaſonable Part. Whether this has ever been the Caſe is now a Subject of 
Publick Enquiry.- | : ne a WI OT W TOY egg v4 

But let us ſee how the Land bought in ſuch lumping Penryworths of the Natives 
by the Monopoliſt, is huchfter'd out again to the King's Subjects. To give the 
Reader ſome Idea of this, after remarking that C. 15 10 o per Hundred Acres for 
wild Land, is fhrer Times dearer than the Proprietor of Maryland's Price, and tex 
Times dearer than his Majeſty's Lands in Virginia and Caroline, both as good if not 
better Countries, we ſhall preſent him with a genuine Account, tated winder the Hand 
of the Proprietor's Receiver General, obtain'd with great Difficulty by the Purchaſer | 
of two Tracts ot Land, ſome Time after he had paid his Money; when on more 
particular Conſideration of the Sum paid compar'd with the Quantity bought, he 
unagin'd he had paid too much. The Account is as follows, wiz, ; 


' JOHN FISHER in Right of JACOB JOB = 'Dr. 
To Land 423 A. 53 Ps, in Pextang Townthip, Lancafter Coun- £-65 12 * 


WM © ty, granted to faid Job by Warrant of Mar. 19th, 1744 
Intereſt from 1ſt March 1733 to 19th March 1742, is 10 Vears? OE 
Days . n © : | : | 9 | 


« 13 
ws PS, 2 | 
REO , _ | > 3040} 7 
"nh or 5 „ x9th Khrch 1742, paid 5 1 


| over”. 96 a S. 


85 | 5 2 : Penſyl. Cur, 


ER 3 5 : Brought over 90 3 
& Int. from 19th March 1742 to 2oth February 1747, is 4 Tenn, | "A 
411 Months, . Day : . 26 11 11 
. Quitr. to next Month is 15 Years, C. 13: 4: 7 Sterl. at 85 per Cent. 24 9 6 
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« JOHN FISHER in Right of THOMAS COOPER D/ 


To Land 268 Acres in Pextang Townſhip, Lancaſter County granted 85 
by Warrant of 9th January 1743 to ſaid Cooper 5 $ 41 10. , 
4 Intereſt from 1ſt March 1737 to gth January 1743 is 5 Years, 105 
„ Months, 8 Days 1 f ] * "4 
a : 15 — 
| | BY „ 
yy 4% gth January 1743 paid 7 10 0 
n 77 5 5 „ 5 1 48 12 6 
© Intereſt from gth 1743 to zcth Febr 1747 is 4 Years, 1 
NT. Die 7 R A bn fa, ents ? hw. 
4% Quitr, to next Month is zo Years, C. 5: 1x: 8 Sterl, at 85 per Cent. 10 6 » 


70 18 m 
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goth February 1747 · 


C. 1½ 4 8 
70 18 11 
T 

. > Transfer, c. 
212 13 7 : 255 5 Buy ; 
FFP Philadelphia, 23d February 1747. 
4% Received of John Fiſher Two Hundred and Twelve Pounds, Three Shilling: 
, and Seven Pence, in full for 423 Acres in Pextang Townſhip, granted by War 


' rant of 19th March 1742, to Jacob Job, and for 268 Atres in ſame 'Townſhip, by 


— 


« Warrant of gth January 1743 to Thomas Cooper, both in the County of Las. 
A * fo — 8 
C. a1 3 7 * oer we Hon, Proprietaries, e 
c IL xNFORD LARDNER Receiver Gen, 
. 5 G # M. B. The Quitrent in full to 1ſt March 1747. | 
| The Purchaſer as bei &ill'd in Accounts, but amaz'd at the Sum, apply'd u 


a Friend to examine this Account, who ftated it over again as follows, wiz. 


„ JOHN FISHER inthe Right of JACOB JOB, Dr, 
| EZ IT ng To 42 Acres, o Per. of Land, in Pextang, Coun 3 5 

wi March hg — — to ſaid Job by Wart nt dared c. 63 121 
FFT 3 3 8 

LIE: 5 | | « By Caſh paid that Day 25 00 

4. 50 121 

* 


— 2 
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Penſylrania Curr. 


ö ITT +45 | Brought over L. $0 12 x 
35 « To Intereſt on £ 50: 12: 1 from the 19th March 
925 « 1742 to 20th Feb. 1747, being 40%. 11 m. 1d, 
| | | „ Tos Years Quitrent for ſaid Land at One Half- _ 
4 « penny Sterl. per Acre per Ann. vix. from Mareb 
6 1742, the Time the Land was ſurveyed (for | 
* Quitrent ought not to be paid before) to March 3 39 
6 1747 amounting in the whole to C 4: 8: 4 Ster- : 
ling at 85 per Cent. the Exchange charg'd in 


14 18 9 


. d the Account delivered ; — — 
5 5 „ 20th Feb. 1947, Sum due on Job's Right L. 73 16 
„ JOUN FISHER, in Right of THOMAS COOPER. Dr. 
. 5 : c To 268 Acres of Land in Pextargaforeſaid, granted | 
b 900 January, « ſaid Cooper by Warrant this Day - e £-41 10 y 
os. h « By Caſh paid that Day 7 10 
p &« gth Fan. 1743, Ballance due L. 34 09 


ct To Intereſt on L£ 34: 0: 9 from 9th Jan. 1743, to 


0 pe « 20th Feb. 1747 being 4 y. Im. 11d. | "3 ud | 
7 . % To 4 Years and 2 Months Quitrent for ſaid 

= i « Lands, Viz. from Jan. 1743 to the Firſt March | 

n 4 1747, Amounting in the whole to C 2: 6: 6 4 7 2 


4 Sterling, at 85 per Cent 
80 * | — 


4c 20th Feb. 1747. Sum due on Cooper's Right / 46 15 3 


i In Feb. 1747, John Fiſher obtained a Proprietary Patent for the Lands above \ 
© mentioned. But by the Accompts then exhibited to him, and which he paid, 
| « he was charged on Job'sRight £141: 4: 8 which is £67: 8: 1 more than the a- 
te bove Account, and alſo was charged on Coopers Right, £ 70: 18: 11, which is 
«© £24: 3: 34 more than the above Accomptof Cooper's. So that by the two Ac- b 
« compts it is ſuppoſed he has paid C. 91 11 43 more than could legally be re- 
. & ceived from him. | | | | | 
5 The Reaſon of ſuch great Difference in the Accompts are as follow, wiz. | | | 
„ 3 That Intereſt has been charged on the Conſideration Money for Job's Land; | 
& for 10 Years and 18 Days before the Land was ſurvey'd. | | 
© 2d That Quitrent has alſo been charged for that Time at 35 per Cent. 
« -d That the Principle and Intereſt to the Time of Warrant and Survey were | 
« agded together, and that Intereſt was charged for that Total to the Time the Pa- : 
« tent was granted, | bi | : 
4% qth That Intereſt has been charged on the Conſideration Money for Cooper's ; 


> — 


% Land, for 5 y. 10m. 8 d. before the Land was ſurvey'd. 

«« th That Quitrent has alſo been charged for that Time at 85 per Cent. 
„ 6th That the Principle and Intereſt to the Time of Warrant and Survey were 
1% added, and Intereſt charged for that Total to the Time the Patent was granted, 
% which is compound Intereſt,” 5 \ | 


To theſe Remarks of the Accountant we ſhall only add, That the Price of Ex- | 
change between Philadelphia and London is not fix'd, but riſes and falls according to i 
the Demand for Bills; That 85 per Cent. charg'd for the Exchange in this Account | 
is the higheff Exchange that n was ever given in Penſybvania, occaſion'd by 
fome particular Scarcity of Bills at a particular Time; That the Proprietor himſelf 
in his Eſtimate reckons the Exchange but at 65, which is indeed near the Medium, and 
this Charge is 20 per Cent. above it. That the Valuing the Currency of the Coun 
according to the caſual Rate of Exchange with London, is in itſelf a falſe Valuation, 
the Currency not being really . in Proportion to an occaſional Riſe of Ex- 
change; fince every Neceſſary of Life is to be purchas'd: in the Country, and 
Article of Expence defray'd by that Currency (Engiiſb Goods only excepted) at as 
low Rates after as before ſuch Riſe of Exchange; That therefore the Proprietor's o- 


| | ; bliging 


* 


3 
Pp: 
x « 


Change is unjuſt, t 


obliged to leave them blank till we can obtain more particular Information. 


ever offer d to pubiiſh the leaſt Thing in Contradiction; altho* before, 


- publiſhing, the following Remarks z which would have been ſent you ſooner had the 


\ 


438 KA DT TY. | 
bliging thoſe who 228 of him to pay their Rents according to the Rate of Ex. 
e e Rate of Exchange including withal the Riſque and Freight on 
remitting Money to England; and is beſides a dangerous Practice, as the great 
Sums to be yearly remitted to him, put it in the Power of his own Agents to play 
Tricks with the Exchange at Pleaſure, raiſe it at the Time of Year when they are 
to recerve the Rents, by buying a few Bills at a high Price, and afterwards lower 
it by refraining to buy till they are ſold more reaſonably, , | 5 
By this Account of the Receiver General's, it appears we have omitted two othet f 
Articles in the Eſtimation of the Proprietary Eſtate, wiz. . 
For the Quitrents of Lands many Years before they are granted!!! 
For the Intereſt of the Purchaje-Money many Years before the - - - - 
Purchaſes are made ! =; „ | | | : | 
On what Pretence theſe Articles of Charge are founded, how far they may be ex. 
tended, and what they may amount to, is beyond our Knowledge; we are therefore 


Abo die have not in this Work taken particular Notice of the 
zumcrous: Falſhoods and Calumnies which were continually thrown : 
out againſt the Aſſembly aud People of Penſylvania, to keep a-. 
live the Prejudices rais*d by the Arts of the Proprietary and his iſt ® 
Agents; hel as we think it will not be deem'd improper to give ff 1 
the: Reader joine Specimen of them, we ſhall on that Account, and s 
45 it affords additional Light concerning the Condut and State 
cf that Province, ſubjoin a Paper printed and publiſa'd bere in E 
September 1757, by a Gentleman who had the beſt Opportuni- 7 
ties of being acquainted with the Truth. of the Fatts he relates. WW ©, 
Any other Proof, indeed, of their Authenticity can ſcarce be iſ8| © 
thought requiſite, when *tis known that ſince that Time no one has | 


ſcarce a Week elaps'd without the News-Papers furniſbing us with 
ſome anonymous Abuſe of that Colony. , | 


: To the Printer of the Citizen, Or, General Adver tifer. 


1 C 

N your Paper of the ninth Inſtant, I obſerve the following Paragraph, viz. © The 
I © laſt Letters from Philadelphia bring Accounts of the ſcalping the Inhabitants | 
* of the Back Provinces by the Indians: At the ſame Time the Diſputes between the 
Governor and the Aſſembly are carried on to as great a Heighth as ever, and the 
+ Meſſages ſent from the Aſſembly to the Governor, and from the Governor to the 
Aſſembly, are expreſſed in Terms which give very little Hopes of a Reconciiiati« 
* on, The Bill to raiſe Money is clogged, ſo as to prevent the Governor from 
© giving his Conſent to it; and the Ob/tinacy of the Quakers in the Aſſembly is ſuch, 
© that they will in no Shape alter it: So that while the Enemy is in the Heart of 
the Country, Cavils prevent any Thing being done for its Relief. — Mr. Deny 
© js the third Governor with whom the en has had theſe Diſputes within a 
© few Years.” | LBS 7 | : 

As this Paragraph, like many others heretofore publiſhed in the Papers, is not 
founded in Truth, but calculated to prejudice the Publick againſt the Quakers and 
People of Penſytvania, you are defired to do that injured Province ſome Juſtice in 


s 


Paper come ſooner to my Hands. 5 5 
1. That the ſcalping of the Frontier Inhabitants by the Indians is not 5 
Ns : . | gut 


* 


APPEND IX. " 


P:xAloania, but common to all the Colonies in proportion as their Frontiers are 


mol e or leſs extended and expos'd to the Enemy. That the Colony of Virginia, in 
which there are very few, if any, Quakers, and none in the _ has loſt more 
Inhabitants and Territory by the War than Penſyluania. Th 

of New-York, with all its own Forces, a great Body of New-England Troops en- 
camp'd on its Frontier, and the regular Army under Lord Loudon poſted in different 
Places, has not been able to ſecure its Inhabitants from $calping by the Indians ; 
who coming ſecretly in very ſmall Parties ſkulking in the Woods, muſt ſometimes 


| have it in their Power to ſurprize and deſtroy Travellers, or ſingle Families ſettled 


in ſcattered Plantations, notwithſtanding all the Care that can poſſibly be taken by 
any Government for their Protection. Centinels poſted round an Army, while 
ſtanding on their Guard, with Arms in their Hands, are often kill'd and ſcalp'd by 
Indians, How much eaſier muſt it be for ſuch an Enemy to deſtroy a Ploughman 
at Work in his Field ? 2% . | | 
| 2. That the Inhabitants of the Frontiers of Pexſylvania are not QRyaters, were in 
the Beginning of the War ſupplied with, Arms and Ammunition by the 4/embly 
and have frequently defended themſelves and repelled the Enemy, being withheld 
by no Principle from Fighting; and the Loſſes they have ſuffered were 2 intire- 
ö ly to their Situation, and the looſe ſcattered Manner in which they had ſettled their 
Plantations and Families in the Woods, remote from each other, in Confidence af 
laſting Peace. | 
3. That the Diſputes between the late and preſent Governors and the Aﬀembly 
; of Penſylvania, were occaſion'd and are continued chiefly by xew INSTRUCTIONS 
from the Proprietors to thoſe Governors, forbidding them to paſs any Laws to raiſe 
ö Money for the Defence of the Country unleis the Proprietary Eſtate, or much the 
greateſt Part of it was exempted from the Tax to be raiſed by Virtue of ſuch Laws, 
and other Clauſes inſerted in them by which the Privileges long enjoy'd by the Peo- 
e ple, and which they think they have a Right to, not only as Penſplyanians but as 
1 Engliſhmen, were to be extorted from them, under their prefent Diſtreſſes. The 


Hlvania, were concern'd in theſe Diſputes only as Inbabitants of the Province, and 
. not as Quakers ; and all the other Inhabitants join in oppoſing thoſe Infirudions, and 


co I cortending for their Rights, the Proprietary-Officers and Dependents only excepted, 


with a few of ſuch as they can influence. 


5 4. That tho” ſome Quakers have Scruples againſt bearing Arms, they have, when 
L moſt numerous in the Aſſembly, granted large $ums for the King's Uſe, (as they 
h expreſs it) which have been apply d to the Defence of the Province; for inſtance, in 


1755 and 1756, they granted the Sum of 55,000 J. to be raiſed by a Tax on Eſtates 
real and perſonal ; and 30, ooo J. to be raiſed by Exciſe on Spirituous Liquors ; be- 
ſides near io, ooo J. in Flour, &c. to General Braddock and for cutting his Roads, 


and 10, ooo J. to General Shirley in Proviſions for the New-England and New-York - 


Forces, then on the Frontiers of New-York ; at the ſame Time that the Contingent 
| Expences of Government, to be otherwiſe provided for, were greatly and neceſſa- 

rily enbanced. That however, to remove all Pretence for Reflection on their Sec, 

as obſtructing military Meaſures in Time pf War, a Number of them voluntapil 


them in the enſuing Election, nor did any of that Profeſſion ſtand as Candidates op 
requeſt a Vote for themſelves at that Election, many Quakers reſuſing even to vote 
at all, and others voting for ſuch Men as would and did make a conjiderable Majo- 


nevertheleſs choſen, refus'd to ſerve, and Writs were iſſued for new Elections, 
when four others not Quakers were choſen in their Places; ſo that of 36 Members, 
the Number of which the Houſe conſiſts, there are not at the moſt above 12 of that 
Denomination, and thoſe ſuch as are well known to be for ſupporting the Governe 
ſure, to prevent it. | 1 994 

5. That the Bill to raiſe Money, ſaid in the above Article of News, to be */o 
clogg'd as to prevent the Governor from giving his Afſent,* was drawn in the ſame 
Form, and with the ſame Freedom from all Ciogs, as that for granting 66,0007. 


that the real Clogs or 3 aj to its Paſſing were not in the Bill, hut in the above + 
mentionꝰd Proprietary Jnſtructians; that the Governor having long refus d bis Aſſent 
' 2 1 Fe. ps to 


at even the Colony 


Quakers, who, tho' the firſt Settlers, are now but a ſmall Part of the People of Fea- 


quiued their Seats in Aſſembly in 1756 z others requeſted their Friends not to chuſe 


fity in the Houſe who were not Quakers ; and yet four of the Quakers, who were 


ment in Defence of the Country, but are too few, if they were againtt ſuch a Mea- 


which had been pals'd by the Governor in 1755, and receivd the Royal Approbation y - 
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main 


cured, excluſive of thoſe in the Hands of the People. They have likewiſe this aga 


more than any other Colony to the Southward of New-Enzland has done. Peuſl- WE 
. wenia alſo by its Situation covers the greateſt Part of New-FJerſey, all the Govern- 


ple of late frequently abuſed in nameleſs Papers and Pamphlets publiſhed in Eu. 
gland. And he hereby calls upon the Writer of that Article of News to produce = 


- 


to the Bill, did, in Excuſe of his Conduct, on Lord Loudoun's Arrival at Ph;[a%f. N 
pbia in March laſt, lay his Reaſons before his Lordſhip, who was pleaſed to com. 0 
municate them to one of the Members of the Houſe, and patiently to hear what that t. 
Member had to ſay in Anſwer, the Governor himſelf being preſent; and that hit i1 
Lordſhip did finally declare himſelf fully fatisfied with the Anſwers made to thoſe t 
Reaſons, and give it as his Opinion to the Governor that he ought immediately a 
to paſs the Bill, any Inſtructiomt he might have to the contrary from the Proprietors ti 
notwithſtandingz which the Governor accordingly comply'd with, paſs'd the Bil, MW 
on the 22d of March, and the Money, being 100,0001. for the Service of the cur. k 
rent Year, has been ever ſince actuaſly expending in the Defence of the Province, v 
So that the whole Story of the Bill's not paſſing, the Clogging of the Bill by the ſe 
Afﬀembly, and the Obſtinacy of the 2zakers preventing its Paſlage, is abſolutely a hi 
malicious and notorious Falſhood. | | | Hi 

6. The Aſſertion of the News- writer, (that aubile the Enemy is in the Heart of th 
the Country, Cavils prevent any Thing being done for its Relief,” is ſo far from being il fe 
true, that, 1ſt. The Enemy is not nor ever was in the Heart of the Country, m 
having only moleſted the - Frontier Settlements by their Parties. 2dly, More of 
3s done for the Relief and Defence of the Country, without any Afiflance from the St 
Crown, than is done-perhaps. by any other Colony in America ; there having been, lit 


| ſoon after the War broke out, the following Forts erected at the Province Expence, ne 
in a Line to cover the Frontier, viz. Herſhaw's Fort on Delaware, Fort Hamilton, na 
Fort Norris, Fort Allen, Fort Franklin, Fort Lebanon, Fort William Henry, Fort mi 


Augieſta, Fort Halifax, Fort Granville, Fort Shirley, Fort Littleton, and Shippenſ- Ar 
burg Fort, beſides ſeveral ſmaller Stockades and Places of Defence, garriſoned by re! 
Troops. in the Pay of the Province; under whoſe Protection the Inhabitants, who of 


at firſt abandon'd their Frontier Settlements, return'd generally to their Habitations, by 


and many yet continue, tho* not without ſome Danger, to cultivate their Lands; In 
By theſe Penſytvania Troops, under Col. Armftirong, the greateſt Blow was given we 
to the Enemy laſt Year on the Obio, that they have receiv'd during the War; in the 
burning and deſtroying. the Indian Town of Kittanning, and killing their great By 
Captain Jacobs, with many other Indians, and recovering a Number of Captives of ee 
their own and the neighbouring Provinces : —— Beſides the Garriſons in the Forte, 
11,0 Soldjers are maigtamd on the Frontier in Pay, being arm'd and accouter'd An 


© 


by the Province, as ranging Companies. And at Philadelphia Fifteen Iron Cannon, Bo 


eighteen Pounders, were laſt Year purchas'd in England and added to the Fifty they tion 


dad before, either mounted on their Batteries, or ready to be mounted, befides a cel 


Train of Artillery, being new Braſs Field Pieces 12 and 6 Pounders, with all their Co 
Appurtenances in extreme good Order, and a Magazine ftar'd with Ammunition, I be, 
= Quantity, of large Bomb-Shelle, and above 2,000 new Small Arms lately pro- mil 


Summer fitted out a 20 Gun Province Ship of War, to ſcour the Coaſt of Priva- f 
teers, and protect the Trade of that and the neighbouring Provinces, which is ]W'” 


ment of the Delaware Counties, and great Part of Maryland, from the Incurſions of 
the Indians, without receiving any Contribution from thoſe Colonies, or the Mo- WF : 
ther Country, towards the Expence. - NE, | Fs | 

The above are Facts, conſiſtent with the Knowledge of the Subſcriber, who but not 
lately ſeſt Philadelphia, is now in London, is not nor ever was a ater, nor writes s. 
this at the Requeſt of any Quaker ; but purely to do Juſtice to a Province and Peo- 


the Letters out of which, he ſays, he has drawn thoſe Calumnies and Falſhoods, 0 


to take the Shame to himſelf. FE s g 
| Penſjlvania Coffee - Houſe 2 WILLIAM FRANKLIN. F. Fa 
; London, Sep. 16, 1 757. 5 ; L 5 12 5 . eo 

N x > neo 

anal 


To what is ſaid in the foregoing Letter, concerning Col. Armſtrons's Expedition t 2 
Kittanning, it may not be amifs to add, for the Information of the Reader, That b 
was with no ſmall Difficulty che Commiſſioners, who were joined with the Govern 


% 


it Co: 
3 


. :ſpoſition of the Money granted for the War, obtained the employing a Part 
0. = ner Forces as Rangers. They repeatedly remonſtrated to the Governor, 
that the only effectual Manner of carrying on a War with Indians was to fight them 
in their own Way, i. 6. to ſend Parties frequently into the Iadian Country to ſurprize 


and, by thus continually harraſſing them, oblige them either to ſue for Peace, or re- 
tire farther into the Country. The Experience of many Years Indian War in News- 
England was in Favour of this Meaſure. The Governor himſelf could not but ac- 
knowledge its Expediency. - There were Motives, however, which, with him, out- 
weighed all other Conſiderations ; and induced him, tho* publickly, to approve, yet 
ſecretly to decline carrying it into Execution, A Militia Law was the ee Object 
he had in View, in which he aim'd to have the ſole Nomination of all the Officers. 
Theſe were of Courſe to be Proprietary Minions and Dependants, who, by Means of 


f | their Power, were to awe and influence the Elections, and make a Change in the Aſ- 
3 ſembly: For Draughts of ſuch as were moſt likely to give Oppoſition might eaſily b 


| made and ſent to garriſon the Frontier. Should therefore the Commiſſioners Scheme, 
1 of carrying the War into the Enemies Country, be attended with Succeſs, . and & 
6 Stop be thereby put to their future Incurſions, the Governor's main Pretext for a Mi- 
litia (which was the enabling him to defend the Frontier) would of Conſequence have 
1 no longer any Appearance of Weight. The Commiſſioners, notwithſtanding, obſti- 


, natel perſevered in urging that Parties ſhould be (ent out in the Manner they recome 


it mended, The Goyernor was at length obliged to conſent, and give Orders to Col. 
. Anmſtrong for that Purpoſe. Under-hand Meaſures ſeem however to have been taken to 
y render this Project fruitleſs. Such Delays were given from time to time to the March 
10 of the Forces, after the Intention of the Undertaking was _— known (which 

by the Bye was to have been kept a Secret) that the Enemy might eaſily have received 
Intelligence of our Deſigns ; and, moreover, ſuch a conſiderable Number. of Men 
were added to the Party as rendered it highly improbable they ſhould reach the Place of 
their Deſtination undiſcovered, upon which depended the Whole of their Succeſs, 
By great good Luck, they nevertheleſs unexpectedly arrived at Nittanning, and ſuc- 
ceeded as above. Encouraged by this ſortunate Event of their firſt Attempt, the 
Commiſſouers earneſtly prefs'd that this Blow might be followed by another of the 
lame Kind, fo that the Enemy might be kept in continual Apprehenſions of Danger. 
But theſe Encouragements to the Commiſſioners, to perſiſt in their Plan of Opera- 
tions, were Inducements with the new Governor, as they had been with his Prede- 


Conſequence than the Preſervation of the Blood and Treaſure of People with whom 
he had no natural Connection. And the Reſult is, that notwithſtanding the Com - 
miſſioners have over and over ſtrenuouſly endeavoured to have Parties of Rangers ſent 
again iato the Enemy's Country, they have never ſince been able to prevail with the 
Governor to ſend them. On the contrary, tho* they could furniſh ten Parties 
for one of the Indians, the Forces have been confined within the Forts, taugh 
regular military Difcipline (which is in Fact undiſciplining them for Tr 


time the Indians have been fuſfered to come down between the Forts, murder 
and ſcalp the Inhabitants, and burn and deſtroy their Settlements, with Impu- 
tity, --- -- That a Militia, had the Governor ſuch a One as he wiſhes, could 
but ot prevent theſe Outrages, is obvious to every Man of common Underſtand- 
rites ing. Frequent Tcials ef this have deen made in Virginia, and other Goe 
pegs (ments where Militias have been long in uſe. The Conſequence of which 
Fn. s, that aſter the Governors had, upon the News of any Incurſions of the 
Jace nem, taken the Toababutants from their ſeveral Buſineſſes and Occupano 

- of oftentimes Farmers in the Midſt of Herveſt) furniſhed. Proviſiony and other 
)  {fectſſaries, and marched. them, at a great Expence, to the Plate attacked, 


IN. . vas found that the Enemy were fled, and perhaps doing Miſchief in ano». 
er Part of the Frontier, at fifty or a hundred Miſes Diſtance. The 


'sople therefore ſay with Truth, that it would be far leſs expenſive and 
nconvenient to tnem, to raiſe and pay a Number of Rangers to be conti- 


* nally employed in that Service. And it is certain, that were but a few 


gers Properly employed, they would be more efeZual in ſubduing ſuch an E- 
_ emy, than alf the Militia or Regular Forces on the Continent of America, The 


ending of theſe againſt ſcouting Pacties of Indiane, Ow as the Proverb bas it, ſefting 


is catch a Hare. 5 


Fl 
at 
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them in their Hunting and Fiſhing, deſtroy their Corn Fields, burn their Habitations, 


ceſſor, to evade a Compliance. The darling Project of a Militia Law was of more 


War) and allowed to do ſcarce any Thing but Garriſon Duty, In the mean 


WW _LCEFENDIY 


Account of ſundry Sums of Money paid by the Province of Penſyl. 

vania for His Majeſty's Service, ſince the Commencement of 
| Hoſtilities by. the French in North-America; excluſive of the 
general Contingent Expences of the Government, which have 
from that Time increas'd very conſiderably. 


Extracred from the Journals of the Aſſembly. 


| | RRR Ea 3 Penſylvania Curt. 
1764 F roviſions ſupplied the King's Forces under | 
_ L the eee of E dae Braddock m—_ For o- 
1736. pening and clearing a Road towards the Ohio; and 
wy for Eſtabliſhing a Poſt between Vincheſter in Vir- (- £ 8,195 14 8 
ginia and Philadelphia, for the Uſe of the Army, 
dt the Requeſt of the ſaid General. | | | 
For Proviſions ſupplied the New: England, and New- 2 
York Forces under General Johnſon. 
_ "= For Clothing ſent the Forces under General Shirley. 514 101 
q For Preſents to the Six Nations and other Indians in 50 5 | 


10,000 00 


liance with the Crown of Great Britain, and the 
Expences attending Two Treaties held with them, 
for ſecuring them to the Britiſh Interefl, | 
For Maintenance of the Ohio and other Weſtern I- 
1 dians, who had taken Refuge in Penhluania; 
| Fͤrench Deſerters; Soldiers Wives belonging to 
ED Braddock's Army; Arms and Ammunition deli- x 
| | ver'd to ſuch of the Frontier Inhabitants as were not „en $4 9! 
able to purchaſe any for their Defence ; Relief and 8 53 13 20 


2,023 $0 


| - Suppart of ſundry of ſaid Inhabitants who were | 
. driven from their Plantations by the Enemy; and 
for Expreſſes and other Purpoſes for His Majeſty's 
„ © On . 
| [The above Sums were paid out of the Treaſury and 
| Loan-Office, and by Money borrow'd on the Credit of 
Þþ# TE the Houſe of Aſſembly, before the Gowernor could be 
1 BP prewail d on to paſs any Bills for granting an Aid to 
4 His . 
1756. For raiſing, paying and maintaining Forces; building 
F Forts; maintaining and treating with the King's 
N 0 Indian Allies; Support of French Neutrals ſent from 
„ Nova Scotia; billetting and ſupplying with Neceſ- 
ſaries the King's regular Forces; and other Pur- 
tap for his Majeſty's Service, as recommended b 


90,000 00 


is Miniſters. {By two Acts of Aſſembly, 60,000 l. 
And 30, ooo J.] WE 
1757. For Ditto by another Act of Aſﬀembly, _ | 100,000 00 
2758. For Ditto by Ditto. [Note 2700 Men were rais'd and bY 
100,000 00 


a ea A 6 a ae „„ a a 


. Wn W 


employ d this Year in bis 110 Service, by the 


| uance of Mr. Se- 
„ . Cretary Fitt's Leiter.) f 5 
For Support of a Ship of War for Protection of Trade, 
WERE (by a Duty on Tonnage, Sc.) for. a Six Month's T 6, 425 15 0 
- . CIUIZC, * 8 2 e : 


Province of Penſylvania, in pur 


® a a ao 
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? 
Carried over C 322, 812 17 I} 
> A — — — 


For 


K K a a a 


Sons 


. | . Wane. io. 3h 
APPEND IIM 442 
. LEE FEBS: -3 Penſylxania Currs 
| | Brought over C. 322,812 17 11H 
. For Intereſt paid by the Province for Money borrow'd e 
for His Majeſty's Service on the Credit of the Aſ- 4 
7 Þ * ſembly; the Charges attending the Printing and | ; 
E Signing the aper Hofey, and collecting and pay- | = 
'e ing the ſeveral Taxes granted His :iviajeſty, to the 5,000 © 0 
Provincial Treaſurer and Truſtees of the Loan-Of- | 
| fice, with their and the Provincial Commiſſioner's 
5 Allowances for their Trouble, may at leaſt be eli:- j | | 
mated at : ** b 3 
For ſundry Indian Expences, omitted in the above 32 x3 0 
bh L. 327,351 10 11+ 


From which deduR ene Third to reduce the Sum to) | 
Sterling Value; an Engliſb Shilling paſſing for 18. F 109,283 16 115 
6d, in Penſylvania. mY | N 


"ICE. 


Sterling 218,567 14 0 : 


As the Reader may, poſſibly, be curious to know, whether any fi- 
milar Diſputes aroſe between the Proprietaries and the ſeveral 
Aſſemblies of the Territory, or Three ſeparated Counties, it 
may be proper to inform him, That the Forbearances of theſe 

Gentlemen, in that Diſtrict, were altogether as remarkable as 

their Aſſumptions in the Province; and to refer him to the fol- 

| lowing Extract of a genuine Letter of Mr. Secretary Logan's 
to one Henry Goldney, an intimate Friend of the firſt Pro- 


. prietary William Penn, for a Solution of all Doubts concerning 
the Difference, ns, | : 

HENRY GOLDNEY 3 | | | Philadelphia, 34 Meath 

Eſteemed Friend, : | | NO the 12th, 1709. 


© I Was favoured laſt Fall with thine, and other Friends Anſwer to mine of 3d 
« 4 Month laſt j the Contents of which were extremely ſatisfactory, and on my 
part I ſhall not be wanting to diſcharge my Duty to the utmoſt of my Power: But 
in my Opinion, ſince the Proprietor has ſeveral Times mentioned that he had 
* Propoſals made to him for the Purchaſe of a large TraR of Land on Safquebannah, 
for which he had an Offer of 50001. Sterling, it would be moſt advifeable for 
0% © him to accept of any ſuch Terms, that ſo he may ſpeedily have the Ma- 
nagement of his Country to himſelf, by paying the Debt there which he 
has contraed upon it; to which I wiſh thee and his other good Friends | 
| © would earneſtly preſs him, for in himſelf I know he is in ſuch Caſes ſome» | 
© what too doubtful” and backward. . | | 
© I now deſign, through the greateſt Confidence in thy Friendſhip both to | 
him and me, to be very free with thee in an Affair that nearly concerns 
0 0 © him and this Country in general, in which I ſhall requeſt thee to exerciſe 
* thy beſt Thoughts, and, according to the Reſult of theſe, heartily to employ 

| © the neceſſary Endeavoursy the Caſe is briefly as follows: x 
g's This Government has conſiſted of two Parts; the Province of Penſylva- 
nia, and the three lower Counties on Delaware. To the firft the Proprie- 
* tor has a moſt clear and undoubted Right, both for Soil and Government, 


— 
g by the King's Letters Patents or Royal Charter: For the latter he bas = 
IE much leſs to ſhew; for the Soil he has Deeds of Feofment from the Duke 
* of York, but for the Government wot ſo much as is neceſſary, Aﬀter his 
People 2 both 8 
| t 


| OR © firſt Arrival, however, in theſe Parts, he prevailed with the 
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„ hich Time we have had two Afﬀemblies, that of the Province acting by a 


© tary great Troubſe, for when the Council of Trade is fully appriſed, as by this 


0 which would he exceedingly deſtructive ta the Intereſt of the Province in ge · 


'© tained, before it proves too late for him to procure any. If he ſhould held the Go. 


Ending, by long Experience, how little it avails tp write o himſelf alone of 

4 Matters relating to his own Intereſt, I h] chuſe this Method, and give this ear- 
© ly Notice before the Addreſſes from herce ſhall come to Hand, which, with the 
ddreſs already gone from the Lower Counties, will certainly do our Buſineſs whe- 
* ther og Tr oppor will agree 10 it or not, and therefore beſt take Time while it 


© offers, 1 ſha 


* n 3 y 
MER ihe net N 
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© the Province and thoſe Counties to join in one Government under him 
© according to the Powers of the King's Charter, which nevertheleſs exten, 
© fo the Province only, and fo they continued, not without many Fractions 
© till after the Time of his laſt Departure, when ſome diſaffefted Perſons took 
Advantage of a Clauſe, which he had unhappily inſerted in a Charter be 
„ gave the People, and broke off intirely from thoſe lower Counties; fince 


© ſafe and indiſpyted Power, but that of the other Counties nwithout ſufficient 
© (TI doubt) to juftify them. Laſt Fall the Aſſembly of thoſe Counties took 
© Occaſion to inquire into their own Powers, upon a Defign to ſet new Mea. 
© ſures on foot, and have ſent home an Addreſs by one of their Members, 
Et as "Coutts's Brother, who is to negotiare the Las with the Lords of 
Trade and the Miniſtry, to obtain Powers to ſome Perſon or other, who 
© the Queen may think fit (tho' Coutts deſigns it for himſelf) to diſcharge all the 
© necefiary Duties of Government over them, This I doubt will give the Proprie- 


© Means they will be, that thoſe Counties are intzrely disjoined from the Pro- 
© vince, tis probable they may more ſtrictiy inquire into the Proprietor's Right of Ge. 
c wernnent and Legiſlation wwith the People there; and 'tis much to be feared that they 
© may adviſe the Queen to diſpoſe of the-Government of thole Parts ſome other way, 


© neral. CEREALS : * L 

© © Upon the Whole what I haye to propoſe. is this, whether it wou'd not be moſt 
* adviſeable for the Proprietor t& confider in Time what Meaſures are moſt fit for 
© him to take for his own and the Country's Intereft, before the Blow falls ſo 
© heavy that it may prove difficult, if at all-prefticable, for him to ward it off; 
© whether, therefore, it may not be moſt prudent to part with the Government of 
E bath Province and lower Counties together, upon the beſt Terms that can be oh. 


© vernment of the Province, nay even of the Whole, during his Life, he will pe. 
< ver gain any Thing by it ; and, after his Deceaſe, it will he loſt, or at leaſt be put 
© out of the Hands of Friends, and perhaps wr hout any previous Terms at all, 
hen now he may be capable hintelf to negatiate.a Surrender, both to his own | 
c particular Intereſt, and greatiy to the Advantage of the Profeſſiou; but whenever 
© this is done, he ſhould remember our preſent Lieutenant Governor, who will he a 
© Sufferer (I fear at beſt) by undertaking the Charge; and if any Thing fall of 
E Courſe-inthe Way. I wiſh he would not quite forget an old truſty Servant of his, 
© who has been drudging for him theſe ten Years (but that's not the Buſineſs). This 
© I thought neceſſary to advile thee of, conſidering thee as one of his beſt and heartieſt | 
Friends, aud deſire thee to communicate. the. Matter to fuch others as may be moſt 
© ſeryiceable, But by ng Means ę this Letter, for Tawould bamue that kept wery pri- 
Hate. I have wrote to the ame Purpoſe to the Proprictary bimlelf very fully, but 


1 
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commit this tg thy Prudence and/Difcreti 
F 8 1 1 * 


